 — - —
249 THE DESERET NEWS. May
| w— = T 7 v = —

OPENING REMARKS,

APOSTLE F. D, RICHARDS

AT THE

Conference at Provo,
4th, 1886.

Genera April

IT is very delightfn] that we flnd out-
selves this morniag so comfortably sit-
uated. The good people of Provo have
dilizgently labored to provide & place
for us to meet in; but it is very appar-
ent that the samc class of circum-
stapces attends us here, that has fol-
lowed us during all the progress of our
growth, which may be exfgessed in
scripture phrase, ** The plice is to
struit for us.” The elements Seem to
be kindly favorable for our assembling
together.
hen we contemplate the condition
of God's people and their existence on
the eurth, I do net know that there
ever was 4 day where we had more |
sound reasen to be glad—to rejoice and
to pra‘se the Lord, thau we have this
morning, . . .
It 15 true, we have experienced times
when a greater degree of iiberty has
been enjoyed by the Latter-day Sajnts,
when the First Presidency, the Councli
of the Twelve Aposiles, and Elders of
the various quorums of tie Church,
could meet in Generual

| dittgently
| His Spirit to guide us, {

to the Lord for the light o[l

The last news we had from our veco-
erable and worth{ President, which
was quite recent, his health was {pood.
His spirit is devoted continually to the
interest of the people and his labors
are bestowed in that direction day by
day. I would say to the Baints, be of
good cheer. Let yoar grayurs ascend
continually in bebalf of the authori-
tics of the Church wherever they are.
And although we may be taunted with
being ‘‘underground,’’ let me assure
you, it iz & condition that has been in-

cident to the people of God in
former apes of the world, It
would seem that the aspirit
of the Inferoal knew when the

Savior was about to comec into thc
world, and at once instituted a planto
destroy Him by inspiring Herod to kill

the Tweive Apostles, and Elders oc-
cupying different positions jo the
Church are restrained of their liberty,
that we who are not, ought to double
our dilligence 10 periorming the vari-
ons dutles assigned to us. Becaunse of
the negligence of the clerks of Wards,
Stokes, and their Presidents, we are |
unable to present to you the usual
annual statistical report. This is cer-
tuinly a great oversight. It should uot.l
occur oa account of the peculiarity of
the times; |because some ien have
been away, and have not been
as thoughtilu] as theylshould have been.
It is very annoying to lack, 4s we do,
important informatlon because of
the incompleteness of  reports.
I trust that all parties concerncd ‘will,
henceforth, hear in mind, that at the
Anpual Conferences, sail the reports
should be brought in. We should have

all the male children. The scheme
was devised and was bein¢ carried out
by the goverpment and highest au-
thorities in the lana;but did His friends
leave himto be sacrificed and His life
taken that they might be considered
good, law-abiding citizens, and the
purposes of Jehovah to be frustrated?
Not atall. When His motlicr was able
to travel, Joseph was commanded 1n a
dream to takes tri¥ ou the **onder-
ground raflroad,” if you please, and
he did so. They started out and trav-
eled uotil they reached Egypt, where
they remained "undcrgmund” until

reports from the Temples, from the
Relief Socleties und the Associutions.
It is very imporiant that we shonld
make our reporis,that they may go
{ u{)on the records and form part of our
history. It is vastly better fol' us to
reprusent ourselves, than to be mis-
represented by others. I hope this will
he sufficivcot; and that cveryone con-
cerned, from the Primary Assuciation
upwardg, will have their reports ready

roves & disturbing clement In thelr
amilies. Iuthc days of Jesus (PeOpla
werc zolng on in thelr quiet o} way,
thioking tﬁere should oot begany mote
revelatfm.; that all things were to
remain as they were in  the
berinning. When the Gospel of Christ
comes to such people, how wonderful-
ly it works! it gets into a famfly, snd
sets ,one against another; pro\'ln a
source of jov and comfort to those that
receive it, while it embitters the feel-

tion, and that they are humillated in

.the eyes of Lhuir tribe.

1o East Indiz we find another people
whose conscientions couvictions lead
them in a very different’ chanuel! of
thought and action. There, when &
man dies leaving & widow, her con-
sclence leads her to believe that she
cannot io upy other way show proof of
her fidelity fo her deceased husband
cxcept in voluntarily offering her body
to be consumed upon the funeral pile

ings of those who Teject it; and this
division of feellng exists nntil the
bonest in heart are gathered out, one of
a farnily, and two of a city; while the
others are left to i1l up the measure of
their iniquity, in the rejectlon of the
truth.

Does 1t occur to vou, my brethren,
that 1n this great laund which all na-
tions look upon as a choiee land, that
heretofore two whole nations have
been destroyed from the face of
it? When the Juredites were
brought here fron the time ot the con-
fusion of tongues, which occurred
about 2,000 years gbefore the blrth of
our Savior, they flonrished 1,400 years,
became exceedingly numerous and
powerful, built towns and cities
towers and fortifications, and had all
the evidences of an advauced state of

next aonual Conference; so that we
can leary the condition of the family,
ull through the house.

Weare living in times quite peculiar

civilization. In the course of time they
becume sinful, hauzhty and proud; un-
til their witkedness ut last led them to
dissensions und strife, which resulted

the uogel sgain ministered unto them, | from what they have been inany part|inihe total destroction of thst mighty

Conferenee | informnne them that they mght now | of our history,

The fact is, if we had

without fear of molestution; being free | return, as they who sought the child’s [laid out the plan and kouwn how
to come, to go, and to move ut will | lite were gead. Cannot we nanage to | everything was to be, we should be so
among the people. But it is a question | stund 11, whether it bet*underground | easy about it that our faith would be

whether, 50 great liberty as we have | or abhove grouud, as circumstances | greatly slackened.
had, could be extended to us always,l

with the best results, 28 touching our
present and eterpal welfare.

It is o fact shown to history and de- |
elared in Loly writ, that they who live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- |
secutiou. There does not appest to be
auything uncertain or ambiguous abous
that manper of specch. Therefore,
where we huave things pretty much onr
own way, we may well question
whether we are living as pear to the

Lord a3 we should do. But witle we|

cannot and do not court opposition,we
have to meet it by reason of the fact
that error is hostile to truoth, und

permit or require, and not consider
that there isauvthing particularly new
or stranpe imposed upou us cither?

A grent many curious things have
trausrriraq since the creation of the
world, in order that the righteous
wight have an existence on the earth;
and, doubtless, wmauy mMmore singular
fvents way yet transpire than hereto-

ore.

I do not see auy occasion for our
knees to knock togeiher, our heads to
droop, our hearts to feel heavy, or our
faces 10 look sud. Let every man and
woman(}:ut on the armor of righteons-

' ness and live so near to the Lord that

thutthe adversur{;ot truih is cognizant | His Spirit shall be with lhew; und
t.

of the fact that the Lord nas chosento
establish His Church on the earth
for the iast time. And our mis-
sion Is ' peuce on earth, and good
will to all men,” it they will but
receive it; but if' they will not receive
the truth, then the other saying of the
Savior becomes applicehle: * 1 come
not to seud peace, but a sword.”
“'Father shall be arrayed apainst the
son, and the mother
daughter,™ ete., and a man's {oes shall
be they of bis own househoid.

It is just as necessary uud Important
that we should test the truth of these

against the|

their faces will glisten with joy, be-
cause the silent triumphs of truth will
be mmabifest to them contioually, and
we shail rejoice more and more untii
the perfect day,

Itjs = blessed privilege we eujoy to
come together {n the cupacitg of a
geners! cooference. Let us be glad
and rejoice, seeking the blessing of
God upon us, that our services may be
conducted in a way that sball be ac-
cording to His mind and will; that in
structions may be giveu unto us that
shall be edifying and protitable to all.

If the Saiuts shall be of oune heart

sayings, a3 any of the more pesceinl
and happifying Yromiaes. All are
necessury to complete the programme
of our existence, our growth and fo-
crease upon the earth.

We have seaspns of great outward
prosperity and also those of apparent
adversity—when everything appears to
be at a standstill aud eyendead; nature
itself,declares it to be o necessary con-
dition. After the husbandman has
sown his graiu, nursed its growth aud
harvested the crop, behold, the sere
and yellow leaf of antimn comes, the
winter frosts freeze np the streams and
all nature appears sowbre and 50YTOW-
ful—quite a different state of .t.hjnﬁs
to that which was goiong ou during the
Bumumer.

It is a5 necessary for us to have cloudy
weather and rainy weather, as it is that
we shonld have sunshlue, in order to
bring about the objects of creation, the
purposes of nature, abd the best in-
terests of the human family, Seeing it
is so in temporsl things, s it strange
that it should be the same,or even more
so in spintual thines? No, brethren,it
is ag necespary that we shounld have
difficulties to contend with, in order to
make intelligent provision for omr
spiritual concerus, ag It is that we
sEould have. the winter frosts and
stormy weather to enable us to make
discreet provision for our temporal
necessities.

Then let us, as Saints, learn to look
upon the conditjons which Providence
permits to aitend us, as for our great-
est good; and acknowledge His hand
in all thingg,
+«The Lord has been pleased to say to
us io His revelations, that no man is
under condemnation who keeps His
commandments and acknowledges His
band in all things, It, doubtless,taxes
our ingenuity, our judgment, aud our
discernment many iimes when thines

and mind, [ will venture to say that
there will be dispensed unto'wusihat
which will {uarnish ediflcation and
spiritnal food to every soul that has
come hungry, expecting to befed, I
wish to impress apon the minds of the
Saints that if all i not. just as well as
we would like to have it, our epemies
can do no more than our heaveoly
Father permits tbem to do. He has
undertaken & work in which He has
said that He will make the wisdom of
the wise to perish, and the unnder-
standing of the prudent He will bring
to nanght, We know He has done so
in tirues that sre past; we have every
reason to believe that He will carry on
His work to a Buccessfy]l com-
pletion, triumph over all the
works of darkness, und prepare the
earth for the reign of peace, the time
whichthe Saints, ancient and modern,
are all looking forward to, with antici-
pations of eternal joy, The dawn of
that day hus come; the light of heaven
has begun to shine upon the benighted
earth; the morpoing of the great mil-
lenium has beguu to be scen; it8 light
is tinging the horizon through all the
clouds of perdecution which lower
aboutus, and we shouid be makiong the
necessary preparations for the preat
work while the day lasts; the work
which not only pertains to ourselves
who are living, but our friends who
arc dead as well.

If we wili but puorify ourselves by
disfellowshipping 8in from among us,
abd so0 live as to render ourselves ac-
c2ptabkle uuto God, He wil] hasten His
work, and will bring it about ju His
own way and according to the coun-
sels of His own will by cutting it short
in righteousness.

CLOSING DISCOURSE

operate against us, especially as they,
to all human .appearance, have been

becomes more clear, and we see things
a3 they are; and we accept the adverse
state of things as being conducive to
our greatest possible good and bless-

doing of late; bat, hehold, our vision|
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ing. And by thus acknowledging the
band of God, we gregure ourseives
through a {iving and a

in His wisdom,designs to bestow upon
us; and that we, when we shall nave
fived out the days alistted to us, muy
have great cause to rejolce in contem- |

lating the fact that we have been faith-
ful apd true through evil, a3 well as

through good repori, and thus proven
ourselves worthy of the society of the
former-day Saints who were tried snd |
proven 1o their day,as we are tried and |
proven in ogrs.

I deeply régeet, with all of you, no
doubt, that we caunot have the Presi-
dency with us; but it does not seem to |
be permissible at the present time. We

ther: fore, accept. the situation, malke |this morning, one i8, that during these! parlier times,
the best of it, and, I trust, scek more | tunes, whep the Presidency, some of '{he harbinger of peace; to others it

7th, 1856,

iding faith iu | I HAVE enjoyed-the gpirit and the i{g-
HIEi to reap the blessings which He, | structions that have been given ut this

Conference very much. think the
Epistle, covering the vast ground thag
it does, will be productive of great
good to this people, both at home and
abroad, I hope the Saints will take
paing to send copies of it to their rela-
tives and friends living in the distant
parts of the earth. This you can do,
end what a preacher it wf]l make. It
cun go to places and enter bahitations
whereonr Elders cabnot go. It will
help to dissipate prejudice and false-
hood with which the world is deluged
agajust this people. |
Of the fcw thiurs I wish to mention|

General Conference at  Prove, April|great contest that 18 coming.

The spirit aud
genjus of our work s that we, in faith,
watchand pray coptinually; for we
know not the honr that the thlef muay
cowe. The Suvior made this expres-
sion In {llustration ol what the condi-
ticu of the humuan fuwlly would be;
that they would net know when He
would come. For it has been decreed,
that the specific time of His coming
should be hiddeu from the world, but
this we do koow, that He will notcome
ontit jthe Gospel s preached 10
all the world as o witness. It is beipg
preached to all the natlons of the earth;
sud how pleasing to Know that the is-
Junda of the sea, and even the ends of
the edrth, are 3lelding up their native
sons aud daughters unto God. Itis
very cheeriug t0 learn, that fu New
Zealand, there have been nearly 2,000
bup:ize({ into the Church; that they
are very dilligent aud very faithful asa
general thing, There are among them,
a grest many who ére cxeeedingly ja-
telligeut and noble: rmen who have st-
tained to membership of the colonial
arliameut tn that island, A young
sider, writlng from there, states
that he had been meeting  with
about slxty of his hrethren who were
obliged to apswer sepurately, whether
they would repounce the religion of
‘“Mormonism,” or be cast out of the
Church vi Englaud with threats of im-
prisonment, He relates that out of the
sixty, ouly two or three prevaricated;
that nearly all of them were true and
faithiul; preferring to be expelled
from the popular Church than to re-
nounce their true jfaith. It is very
pleasing  to know  that fidelity
to the truth is so manifest in
these semi-clvilized nations, The
work of God is Erospenng in mauy of
the missions; thouzh in some, where
they have been most active
are not quite so frequent; st.l'll
13 making satisfatory beadwa,
The persecutlon thut
waged against us is  having
Lthe effect 10 open the eges of thinking
men, and of cailing forth the atteution
1of mang w¥ho have never thought of
these thinga before. And go It isin
these lands; while we are so perse-
coted, the justice of our caunse is' qulet—
l{;mking effect in the hearts of many of
Lhe people. It is not true thuat the
fifty-tive millions—ihe estimate of our
nation's population—are against us;
not by aor means The priests
that are among us, il is true, join in the
cominon cause of opposition, puklish

baptisms
the work

ﬂi' being

lies and suceeed instirring up the feel-
ings of mapy against us. They have
moved members of Congress

by threatenine that they should not
be re-elected if they did not take a po-
sitioo against us. This is not, how-
ever, the {eeling of the whole people,
though it is to a very terrible extent.
We must continue tolabor,and be trne
and falthfut to the covensuts we have
made. We must keep the command-
ments of Goc:f seek safter the words

of truth, abide in them, and our
desire to know and do His
will shomld become  intensifled

1 us day by da{. We should not
let temporalities hinder the growth of
faith in our bosoms; to hinder the con-
tinned increase of the fellowship of
God; but obtain more and more of
the Holy Spirit to enliglten and pre-
pure us for the future; for the great
confiict between, truth aod efror, the

It is very dificalt for us sometimes

to kuow how to comprebhend
each others views; but singoiar
to say that each Latter- day

Saint knows of what his priociples o
faith consists. The principles are the
sama with ns all; there is only a di-
versity as to how far some have ad-
vanced, some others not quite so far,
and some p[‘erhups. further a5 the case
may be¢, Thig accounls for our nna-
nimity. We have been baptized into
one spirit; we worsylp one God. One
Gospel has been revealed, which isthe
same Gospel given Lo Adam, to Enoch
10 Moses; the same (Gospel introduced
anew by Jesns, and presched by the
Apostles. The Gospel produces the
same effects to-day as it did iu the
To some It comes as

race. They fought against and des-
troyed euch other notil there were but
few left. So complete was the destruc-
tion of the once great and prosperons
nation of the Jaredites, that the forces
were reduced to but two warriors; the
lenders of the two great fuctions. And
they fought agalnst cach other until
tbe darkness overtook them; and they
glept upon their swords, and, On the
morrow, renewed the struggle. They
fought until one fell dead, aud the
other fell fainting on his sword,
Apain, the Lord brought out from
Jerusalem, six huudred years B. C.,
Lehi, Ishmael and Zoram, who became
the ancestry of another great and
miﬁhw people, including also Mulek
and his company who came some ten
years after. They saw the remueing of
the Juredites; witnessed their booes

bare; und it was made known to them
how their breturen had fallen. They in
turo occupied the land, and hecamea
mighty people until some four hundred
yearsg after the coming of Christ. This
people also obtained the favor of God
to a wonderful degree, insomuch that
the Savior establlshed His Cuurch
among them. This book, (the Book of
Moron), is a record and history of
the peeple that lived on this western
hernisphere, aud is a history of the
work of God iu this Jand; the building
up - of His Church among them, and
their apostacy, transgression and final
destruction as a nation around the hill
Cumorah,

The Prophets have left it on record,
which in the providences of Almighty
(God' their writings have come down to
us for vur edification and instruction
that gany people that shall be permit.ted
to occupy this [and who wlll uot serve
the God of Israel shall, when they
have become fully ripened » in
their wickedoess, be cestroyed in like
manner. For the Lord promised this
choicest of all lands to the house of
Joseph, to the seed of Ephraim and
Mapassa, teliing them that it should be
aland io which his name shouwld be re-
vered,

The prophet Ether in the 2ud chap-
ter and 9th verse, sa¥s:

And now we can behold the decrees of
God concerning thisland, thai it 15 a land of
promise, and whatsoever nation shall pos-
sess it shall eerve God or they shall be swept
off when jthe fulness of His wrath ehail
come upon them, when they are ripened
in mlqull]y.

And this cometh unto you, O ye Gentiles,
that ye muy know the docrees of God, that
ve mity repent und not continae in your 1n-
iquities until the fulness come; that ye muy
not bring down tha fulness of the wrath of
God upon you, as the inhabitants of this
Jand haib bitherto dena.

Belold, this 18 a cheice lund, and whatso-
ever ualion shall possess it, shall be 2--1
from bondage, 1nd from captlivity, and from
all other nattons under heuaven, 1t they will
but serve the God of the land, who is Jesus
Christ, who hath been mumicstcd by the
things which we have written.

God 1s now raising up another peo-
ple to carry out his purposes; and we
have veed to be patieot, long snfering,
and charitable. We must labor dili-
gently to perform the work He has
given os to do, trustin in Him, and in
him alone, for the outcome.

Now, it i8 o very singular thing that
here in Utah, & people are endeavoring
to live consistent with their religious
convictions, according to the light
which the Lord has revealed to them;
and that among them are men repre-
senting the fiovemment of the country,
who take delight in persecuting them
because they follow out their consci-
antions conviciions of religious duty.

Such convictions are mighty, in con-
troling the actions of men, as illus-
trated in toe history of both individnal
and national traits of character.

The Indian races which snrround us,
are conscientious in mmany things that
they do which are looked upon as
cruel in the extreme by the more high-
iy civilized natlous. For iustance,
when anyone of their number meets
his death by the haud of an enemy, it
becomes the conscieutiouns duty of the
male nearest of kiu to the deceaged, to
deal out summary vengence upon the
head of the slayer if he flods him, if
not, spon the first of his race whom
he may chaoce to meet. They believe
It right to do this; and if they fail to
satis#y their couscicnee in Lhis respeet,
they feel that they are lacking In the

performance of @ great moral fobllgu-

around the hill Rumah, bleached and |

of his grave, The widow is not taken
bg force and burnt, a8 some imagine;
she offers hergelf willingly in order to
satisfy her religious convictions; and
in thos ending her life she, according
to her standard of education, offers
}n(lublwblcprooiof her marital fidel-
ty.
Here then we find people in one part
of the earth who, in otrder to appease
thelir copsclence, will deliberately take
the life of a fellow-crenture; and jn
another part where they voluntarily
glive their own life, as 4 means to an-
swer u simliar conscientious demand.
As with the Americin Indian, 80 with
the Orlental ruces, their education
forms and determmines their con-
Bcience.
The Apostle Paul tells us that he
even held the garments of the men who
articipated In the stoning to death of
stephen. Would yon nol suppose that
he felt sorrowful, aftecr he found the
truth, that he had anythiug to do
with the srresting and putting to death
of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ;
of consenting iu thought, or acting in
any way whatever in the shedding of
innocent blood? Notwithstanding the
inhumanity of the work of persecutlop
in which he took & prominent part, he
was o Jew and helieved inJewry; and
what may be cousidered still more ex-
traordinary was the fact of his being o
highly educated man, having been
orought up at the feetof Gamalel, and
.anght Ia all the learning of the Jewish
¢ople. Yet, he says alter enumnerat-
og xll these things which he had dooe:
T have lived in all good consclence
outo this day *' In arresting true be-
it vers in Christ and casting them into
prison, and eves in stouiug them to
desth, he was merely vindicating the
supremacy of the law of Moses, as it
18 called, as to heresy, which wasa
capital crime worthy of death. And
Paul was mere!g acling the part of a
consctentious bigoted mun when he
was engaged persecuting the former-
day Saints.
utter-day Salnts should be exceed-
ingly thapkful thut they have the reve-
lations of God's holy will, and that by
obedfence thereto, and the inspirations
of the Holy Spirit, their conscicnces
are formed and conformed to tois sup-
reme staudardof eternal truth. Their
education teaches them that to fear
God and keep His commandments 18
the hizbhest and most important duty
of man. “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and th
peighbor as thyself. On thig hanes all
the law and the propliets.” This is
the erand axtorn of all intellj-
gence and exaltation, Saints worship
the Crealor and are forbiaden to wor-
ship any of His creatures, That would
be idolatry. Where little is given, but
little will be required. Where much 15
given, much will be exacted. They
who I‘ved without the koowledge of
God’s law, will perish or dle without
being judi:ed byit, Their consciences,
meanwhile,-uccusing or excusing them
according to their knowledge of what
is right or wropg. %o also the Saints
who ocany a higher Elnt.form of edo-
cation will be judped by the higher law
which they have accepted, and by
which they will be judged. 'i‘heir con-
sciences also are lormed and deter-
8!&3(1 by their education in the laws of
od.
It, thereforc, becomes four high-
est duty to obey God. How supremely
grateful ought we to be, slnce we are
acconnted wort‘u{ to occupg so high a
platforin ot intelligence and ¢ducation
under the gnidance of the Holy Spirit;
and how exceedingly careful ought we
always 10 be that we preserve In onr-
selves a conscience void of offense to-
ward God aud ;man.  Some have, by
trunsgression, stifled the monitions ot
their conscience, until it has become
silent—having becore seared as with a
bot iron. The faithful Saint can safely
adopt the beautiful sentiment:

‘What conscience dictates to be dobe, or
WArns me net to do; Lhis teach me more
thun hell to shun, that moere than heaven
parsue

Concerniug the Epistle that has been
read, I wish you to peruse it very care-
fully. Get your tamilies to read it, do
not let itipuss by like dle wind, aud
let us see that we practice in our l’lves,
that which is applicable tous, I com-
mend this to the Presidents of Stakes,
the Bishops of Wards, and the Presi-
dents of Quorums, trostibg. that the
spirit of that communication will burn
within them, and lead them to carry
out in their flelds of labor the counsel

reu.

The great boon to the human family
is peace. Notwithstanding they want
us to become like them, they cannot
zive us peace. And although we may
be bharassed, persecuted and deprived
of our rights and liberties as citizens
of this great pation, let me tell you
that we ali have a peace of mind such
a8 they kuow nothikg at all about—the
eace of God that passeth understand-
ug, which is the Comforter, the Holy
Ghost. When we He down at night,
ounr sleep is sweet and refreshing; oar
hearts are buoyant and oor spirits
strong In the Lord., So it is
with omnr |brethrem im  prison;
The Lord is blessiug them with His
Spirit, as we have heard during our
Conference. Said the Saviur, ‘‘Fear
not them which kill the body, but are

Bt by 1o K the sowl; but rather

s



