
THE DESERET
THE australian BALLOT

THE australian ballot is spoken of as
momsomethingomething new discovered or invented
by the present generation the fact is
the system is very goldsoold so old that it
runs back to primitive times

ofcourse where absolute monarchies
prevailed there was no need of a bal-

lot amongaloag theth ancient jews who in
a measure were a self governed people
itat least before the king period a sys-

tem of casting lots was observed in the
sailection of persons for office or au-

thoritytho rity it is true thathat even in this
scheme it was believed that god
would send the right lot to the right
man anyhow it tois to this primitive
source that historians trace the first
idea of a secret ballot

A ballot system prevailed among the
ancient greeks originally a peb-

ble or small stone was used
A whole one meant an affirmative and
a perforated pebble a negative later
on the pebble gave way to an official
form wademade of bronze and stamped
there were different methods observed
for the election of the various officers
for some it was merely a show of
hands for others by lot and still for
others white and black beausbeans were
used this latter system led to the
habit of calling hungry office seekers
bean eaters

what was known as ostracism
among the greeks was carried out by a
strictly private ballot when a leader
made himself so obnoxious that neither
party could tolerate him a vote of

exile was ordered each person wrote
the name on a piece of shell and put it
secretly into a box if a majority of
the votes thus cast called an official to

leave the country he must do so and
remain away tonten years it bajan
easy method of getting rid of dema-
gogues but uunfortunately philosophers
were thus sent away by the tricks of

politicians aristides the just was
thus banished and he oveneven wrote baishis
own name on ata shell for an illiterate
person because the politiciansclans raised
tilehe cry of exile for him it was such
oasesoam of injustice as this which finally
led to the abolition of the custom

what tois known asaa thehe australian
ballot among us was introduced into
romeborne two centuries before christ
facheach voter received a wooden shingle
covered with wax on this were writ-

ten the names of all the candidates
the voter then made a hole in the wax
in front of the name he wished elected
to office then placed his tablet in the
ballot box but with the fall of the re-

public passed away the necessity for a
ballot system

during the middle ages the ballot
was used in many of the italian

licsand in other governing bodies in
various countries it was in hose days
that the system of electing the pope
was adopted this embraces a very
perfect ballot as far as secrecy is con
corned but it tois entirely too compli-
cated and technical for popular bodies

in electing a doge of venice
perhaps the most elaborate system
of voting ever adopted was in
the politician made himself so potent
in venice that all sorts of schemes
were tried to baffle his trickery the
plan adopted at last was so complicated
and so full of nonsensical detail thatthac it
probably hastened thehe fall of the littlon

republic
the hungariansHungarians a century ago voted

with sticks six feet long eachbach voter
wswis given a stick which he placed in
a compartment that bore the name of
his favorite candidate the largeness
of the stick was adhered to because
small ones could be and
thus the stuffing business be carried
out paper ballots are now used there

in nearly every country a system
peculiar to itself prevails in greece
at present little lead balls are used asa
ballots in italy stamped officialoffictaltul
papers are given to voters in france
the ballot system isin something the
same as the older forms in the united
states england uses the australian
system about twenty eight or thirty
of the states now use some form of it
but it is far from being a modern in-

ventionven tion andinandenand in the past it was not
found equal to the crookedness of
politicians

A SANITARY OR A POLITICAL
DANGER

THEmaim colonization of a gang of men
in city creek cancanyon on predencepretencepre tence of
digging a ditch for the city tois a matter
of common discussion nobody propre
tendatend soBO far asaa we are aware that one
of the objects of camping these strang
eraen on the creek isia not political they
are pledged to support the liberaliliberal I

ticket in february their votes are
wanted in the fourth precinct

As to the pollution of the waters of

city creek by these men we have not
much to sayaay we are of the opinion
that the danger has been some-

what exaggerated A report-

er of this paper has personally
visited the caalcam as a passing traveler
and has made antes of what he saw
which can be relied apon as impartial
of course it is notinot pleasant to think of

the possibilities of contamination and
of drinking from a supply that may be
tainted with offensive and unhealthful
deposits but as the danger is rather
remote and running water purifies
itself if not too greatly impregnates

with demeriousdeterious matter we are I1inclinedc I1
to think that the evil to be dedeplored0 d ig
rather moral than material

the fact remains that a gang of
men mostmoat if not all imported to
strengthen the party in power in itsito
struggle to retain its domination 16
massed in a precinct whwhich10h tola aching
in votes for that party and that this
makes another object lesson vi te
illustrate the policy of salt lake wowork
for salt lake workmen

the parleysParleyys canyon conduit is an-
other cartoon to the same purport timthegangs there are for the first precinct
hordes of men are also herded in so
well known boarding houses in
third precinct it tois eeasyagy to leleanas7

from their conversation what they aawlput there for
the decent citizens of salt irislakeshould be awake to the importance to

them of the movementsmovementfi which are
quietly taking place with the object orofcontinuing in power a party which has
been false to itsto pledges iDincompetentcompetent
in its official action extravagant op-
pressive and reckless in its finanfinancial
policy and defiant of the people inits general course and they need not
think that the tricks now resorted to 4
must necessarily succeed it only needa
determination discretion and unity ofaction to establish a city government
here of which every progressive per
manent citizen may be proud

the peremptory requirement of thutah commissionCOMMiSSI that the address 16
well as the name of every regiregisteredstereo
voter shall appear on the registry 1DI
for the next municipal election if ca
ried out will render difficult the lniller
gal voting which has been heretofore
effected under Libeliberalrap manipula-
tion and we trust that the
force of public sesentiment will
prove of such a character as to
put an end to the faction which baIM
vaulted into power by corruptcorruptionio J
fraud 1

the grievance against the city eracreek 1
and other similar matters of pucho 1
complaint is rather political than
sanitary and the consequencesconsequence of pelt Jwitting such evils to triumph will jake
firfar more dangerous to the commcommunityuniV
than the remote possibility of tb
fouling of a running stream

DEATH OF DONN PIATT

THE dispatches news of the
death of dormdonn plattpiatt one otof the motmost
able and incisive journalists of modernmodem
times he was born in cincinnati
ohio june 1819 was educated at
the now st xavier pol
lege he suddenly left that anuta
tion however owing to having enea

in a personal encounter with fta


