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PARTING.

How swift the moments glide with those
That distance soon must separate;
And ab! how =soothless are the throes
Of parting!—and how desolate!

The heart doth feel, eve yet the word
Faintly escapes the lips, “Good Bye;”

Then touched is sorrow’s inmostehord:
Affection’s dew-drops dim the eye.

How sad to view the Jast faint breath
Depart from out the form we love,
To see the quivering form of death
Un-nerve the pulse, no more to move,
The palid hne upon that cheek
Bespeaks too true what death hath done,
And sorrew’s whisper, mild and meck,
With tears is heard, “departed—gone.,”

Where'er aflection binds the heart,
And two souls drink the same as one,
Ol! it is sad for sueh to part,
To feel that lonely truth—alone,
Oft, oft will memory's fancy flee,
As lightuing’s wing, to other lands,
Athwart the bosom of the sea
Where tender tears bathed parting hands,
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There is a great responsibility resting
upoen any prophet, apostle, high priest,
elder, or any messenger or servant of
(God, who is called to preach the gospel;
and any person who is called to preach
the gospel to the children of men is en:
tirel}sr dependent upon the Spirit of the
Lord for all the principles he may pre-
sent unto those who hear him. Any
generation, also, to whom a message is
senl from heaven, i& held responsible
for the receiving or rejecting of that
message. 1

It is a very hard matter for the Lord
to build up His kingdom wupon the
edrth, where the devil has power and
dominion over the minds of the chil-
dren of men. If would impossible for

| He labored 365 years, we are informed |
 heir to the royal

'%revail? Because wickedness prevailed.
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Adam,
death, ‘“‘called Seth, IXnos, Cainan, Ma-
halaleel, Jared, Enoch and Methuselah, |
who were all high priests; with the re-
sidue of his posterity, who were right-
eous, into the wvalley of Adam-ondi-
ahman’ and there bestowed upon them
his last patriarchial blessing; and he
prophesied what should take place even
till the coming of Messiah, which pro-
phecy is said to be written in the Book
of Enoch. But men soon began to work
corruption and unrightoousness on the
earth in that early age; and in traeing
the history of the church and kingdom
of God from those prophets down; we
find that the majority of the human
family were unwilling to keep the ecom-
mandments of God.or to live aacording
to those principles whieh were reveale

to them for their salvation. It was but |
a little time after, comparatively speak- |
ing, that Enoch, who was acquainted 1
with the teachings of Adam and of his |
fathers who held the boly priesthood, |
labored to gather the people together to

1

practise righteousness, but the majority |
of them would not be guided by him,

b? revelation, teaching them principles
of righteousness, that they might be-
come sanctified and prepared to receive
celestial glory, but his labors were not
appreciated by them. Why did not
Enoch remain on the earth and Zion

he majority of the human family in
that generation were wicked, the¥ were
not ruled over by the Lord; and, hence,
there were not men enough on the face
of the earth, in that generation, who

' ﬁenemtiun and.to build an ark, and if |

:thB

three  years previous to his | agany man  that ever lived on thé|them as a_p

earth. But Noah was a prophet anda
messenger of God, called to warn that

e had not done it he would have becn
held responsible for the lives of himsell
and family and all that generation. But
he had the Spirit of God and was willing
to do as he was told, whether the doc-
trine he preached was popular or un-

pular. He built the ark, and went
into it with his family, and they were
saved. The history of the flood and of
the salvation of Noah and his family is
well known. He performed the work
assigned him to do, and was saved; and
that generation- went to hell, there to
remain until Christ went and preached
the gospel to their spirits in prison that
might be judged like men in the
fleshi. So you may trace the history of
the kingdom of God through the world,
ceneration after generation, and there
is no generation that we have ever read
of, the majority of whom have been
willing to serve the Lord. |

Look at the days of Abraham; whose
faith was so great that he was called
the father of the faithful. e was an

6.
- But_they bave re-
jected the Messiah, and they will re-
main in unbelief until they go back and
rebuild Jerusalem-—which they will do
in this generation—and until the Mes-
siah comes, The day -will comec when
Judah will know who Shiloh is, and
that day is not very far distant.  Jesus
came, organized his ehurch and King-
dom and sent the gospel to the Jews;
but the Jews failed, threngh unbelief,
and the gospel was tg ven to the gentiles,
to whom one of the ancient apostiles
said “If God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest He also spare
not you.” Did the kingdom of God re-
main in the daysof Christ, with apos-
tles, pastors, teachers and the gift of the
Holy Spirit? . Butalittle time elapsed
unti tga Lord could not find men
enough throughout the whole gentile
world who would receive the kingdom
of God in its purity, embrace its princi-
EIEE and maintain it on the earth.
ence there was a falling away; the
oifts and graces of the

1l were lost
to men; those who held the priesthood
were overpowered, and put to death by
wicked men. The Church went into
the wilderness, and all that the pro-

}Jrieat.huud, another
noble spirit, the friend of God. He
came upon this earth, not in'a way of |
light, but through idolatrous pa-
rents. His father was an idolator. I
do not know who his grandfather was;
but his father had false gods that he
worshipped and’ sacrificed to. God in-
spired Abraham, and his eyes were
opened so that he saw and understood
something of the dealings of the Lord
with the children of men. He under-
stood that there was a God in heaven, a

were willing to receive the ﬁnspeL kee
the commandments of God and wor
the works of righteousness, for 1'hoeh |
to have power to remain on fhe e.rth.
Therefore it was that the Lord ook
Enoch and the city of Enoch te Lim-
self; for we are informed by reveliation
that the city was translated aud all its,
inhabitants, ~ "There were not men
enough in the days of Enochwho were
willing to sustain that which was right; |
uue!fart or other had to leave the earth;
and the Lord translated Enoch and his |
city and took them home to Himself,
“You may d{race the history of the
kKingdom of God from {hat time down,
and you will find this prevailing among

= e

living and true God, and that no man '
should wnrahigan other God but Him,
These .we e feelings of Abraham,

phets had spoken concerning the king-
dom of God in that day had its fulfill- -
ment.

Christendom professes to believe the
bible:; and all we have asked of this gen-
eration is to believe the bible, and then
they avill believe that God will establish
His kingdom in the last days, for the
bible plainly points it out, and shows
that the Lord will send an angel bear-
ing the everlasting gospel to them that
dwell on the earth, that it may be
-preached toevery nation kindred,tongue
and people. All the prophets who have
Bgnken of the last days bave spoken of
this work. Daniel saw it and prophe-

and he taught his father’s house, and
all around him, as far as he had tﬁe

rivilege. The consequence was, his'|

ther and the idolatrous priests of fhat:
day sought to take his life. In the
book of Abraliam, translated in our day
and generation, we are informed that.
Abraliam was bound, and those priests
sought to take I;ia_‘lif'e_, but the Lord de-
livered him from them. Ong¢ reason.
why they did so was, that he had gone:
into those places which his father con-
sidered sacred, and among the wooden

sied of it. Isaiah,Jeremiah, and all the
rophets have referred to it. And the
ord sent His angel, in fulfillment of
what He deéclared He would de, who
¢alled upona man on the earth, alit-
eral descendant of Abrabham and of Jo-
seph—one of the promised seed who had
been prophesied of in ages pastand gone,
that he would eome forth and lay the
foundation of the kingdom of God. The
angels of God ministered unto him; his
name was Joseph Smith; and helaid
the foundation of this Kingdom, or: this

«Him to do so in this or any otherage of | the nations of the earth. They were | gods which were there, and,being filled

!

. the world, unless he found an element | prone to evil, to sin, to blaspheme, to | with anger that his fajher should bow | eongregation would: not be befofe ine
. towork with. Him, for the very reason | lie, fo steal, to swear, to commit adul- | down and” worship gods of wood and| to-dday. You are the fruits of thelabors
. that He has given to all meén an ugencﬁ try, to pollute the carth which they in- | stone, he broke them. "When his father: he commenced. L8 <30

- .to choose_the path in which they will! herited, in their day and generation, |'saw that his son Abraham had “broken | | The Lord has said that in the: last

‘with hinu

walk, - This i8 the r¢ason why there |
has been so small a portion of time
sincé the creation of the worldin which
God has had an organized kingdom up-
.on the earth—when He has had a
- «church that He Himself has organized,
guided, dictated, directed and controll- |
ed, The devil—lucifer—the son of the
morning, has had great dominion here
u;:;ﬂu the earth; he has had great do-
minion over the minds of the children
of men; and the Lord has taken great
paips, I may say from the creation, to
endeayor {o establish His kingdom, to
. present His laws upon this earth, and
get the children of men to obey those
Jaws that they might falfill the object
~of their creation.
The Lord gave father Adam the’
iesthood, and the gospel of the Lord
esus Christ, after the fall, 'When he
went out into the dreary world, driven
trom the Garvden of Iiden, he received
the gospel, lie received the priesthood,
and he started forth upon the face of
the earth with the keys of the kingdom
of God, to endeavor fo establish the
works of righteousness upon the carth.
He gave this priesthood to his sons. A
number of them were ordained high
iests. But in the commencement we
Mind not only the work of God but the
work of the devil manifestin the hearts
of men. Cain was sfirred up in anger
against his brother Abel, and rose u

. and slew him, shedding innocent blood,

and the power of evil commenced in
~ the b%mniug. We find from the Bible,
as well as from other revelations which
. God has given wus, that Adam and the
early patriarchs, those who were willing
to be led by the law of God in that gen-
. eration, received the high priesthood,
~and lived to a great age. It is said Me-
thusela lived to be almost 1000 vears
old, and so did father Adam and others.
They held the priesthood, and taught
their children fruth and righteousness
to establish the kingdom of God in their
day and generation, Herein is where
1 say the Lord commenced and labored
to establish his kingdom and.to guide
. mento receive the word of the rd,
that 'they might walk in obedience to

~ His laws, fulfill the objeet of their crea~
tion and be saved when they got
through with this probation,—that they
might keep their estate and receive an
exn:tatiun and glory in the presence of

(iod, >

We are informed hy revelation that

]

and hence it was an ixni}fssﬂ_ﬁlity'for
the Lord to establish His kingtiﬂm
among the the ¢hildren of men, unless |
He could find willing minds encugh to
receive that kKingdom, to build it upand
sustain it and do the works of right-

his gods he wus very angry
But Abraham, {rying to réason with his
father, said that probably the godshad
t to fighting among themeelves and:
ad killed one another. He {ried to

bring Hiuy to reason, but his father did |

eousness, The devil did not make this
earth. It never belonged to Lim, and
never will; but Tucifér was cast down to |
the earth with thie third part of the
hosts of heaven, and they have dwelt |
here until to-day. They remain here

yet; and they have had their eflect up- | the Lord, who gave many promises to
on the hearts'and minds and lives of the | him and eoncerning hls posterity.

children of men for nearly six thousand
years—from the time that man was cast |
out of the Garden of Eden into the cold !
and dreary world.

The Lord has set His hand many
times in different dispensations to es-

He has raised up men—uoble spirits—
who have come forth and tabernacled

times. He has inspired those men; giv-
en them revelations; filled them with
inspiration, with light, with {ruth,
with the things of the Kingdom of God.
and many of them had the wvision of
their minds opened to bebold the fate
of the work of God in all- generations—
the beginning, the middle and the end.
Many old prophects have seen, by reve-
lation, our day, have seen the sorrow,
calamity, war and afilictions in various
dispensations and ages of the world.
The earth had beecome so corrupfed un-
der its inhabitants in the days of Noah,
that the word of the Lord came to him
to build an ark; he received revelation
from God to prepare tosave himself and
his family, while the wicked were de-
stroyed. Enoch before him had seen
this event; he had seen the same things
as Noah. The Lord had shown him
what was in the futus. Whenever a
generation have corrupted themselves
and defiled the earth, and the cup of
their iniquity is fuﬂ, the Lord has
brought judgments upon that genera-
tion. This we have ampletestimony of
from the commencement of the world.

weare informed in the Seriptures, and
during that time he preached the gospel.
How many were there who were will-

ing te believe his tfestimong? Onl
eight souls in all, incduding himself.

1 k|
He was very unpopular, I presume, and
had as much derision heaped upon his |
| head, for huilding an ark on dry ground, |

“one another, Ifhe had possessedithespir:.

tablish Hiz Kingdony upon the earth; |

in the flesh at different periods and

Noah was 120 years building the ark,-

not believe they lmd life enou - h to kill

it which hid son had, Lewould havesaid
thiere is no power with (hese gods; but
he did not, and Abraliam had to ilee
from his father's house, confiding 'in

L

We have no account of the Lord's
having organized a kingdom ‘upon the

days His kingdem should not be taken
from the earth, nor given to another
people; but, that the kingdoms of this
world should become the kingdoms of
our God and Hiz Christ.” We have the
Bible, the Book of Mormon, the book
of Dectrine and Covenants, and other
revelationsof God to ‘this effeot. Either
this is the kingdom of Ged'ar itis not
the kingdom of God.  If itls mot the *
kingdom of God, then are we 1llke the
rest of mankind; our faith is wvain, our
works are vain, and awwe are in the same
condition of ignorance 'with regard to
the gospel and the (F,urgosea of God, as
the rest of the world. There are tens of

earth in that day; but e gave the priest-
hood to Abraham, who tauglit his chil-
dren the rluei-ples of righteousness.

Isaac tanght Jacob; and Jacob’s sons,
the fwelve Patriarehs, were taught by

 many great aud glorious blessings.
From that time until the days of Moses
we can trace in sacred history that -the
Lord had witnesses on the earth, from
time to time, who were raised up and
bore record of the truth to the people.
Moses was raised up and led Israel forty
years, he was a high priest after the or-
der of Melchizadel, and received his

riesthood from Jethro, his father-in-
aw, who reeeived it through Abraham.
Moses undertook top the gospel
to the Israelites; but tley were very
dark, very prone to evil, as well as the
gentiles around them; and they had not
that faith and the fullness of inspiration
which the Lord desired, to build up His
kingdom; consequenily, they had a law
of earnal cammmdmﬁu{s given to them
to bring them to Christ. The Lord
labored with them, and Moses labored
with them; he could notl leave them for
a short time but they were ready to
turn to idolatry and make a golden calf
to worship, or something contrary to
the kingdom of God.

Trace this down to the days of Christ
and you will find it .has been a hard
madtter for the Lord to get people to have
faith in Him to build up His kingdom.
Jesus came in fulfillment of the prophe-
cies; He was the Son of God, and a lifer-
al deseendant of Abrabam. He came to
his own and his own received him not,
though he was the Son of God. Take
the Jews to-day anywhere in the world,
and they do not believe in Jesus. Ido

the priesthood, and God gave unto them

thousands throughout' these vnlleya
who know that this is the kingdom
God. They know this by the revela-
tions of Jesus Christ. Tt is not the tes
timony of another man that gives me
the knowledge for myself. If I had nol
the testimony of truth for myself ]
would not-be qualified to build up thi
kingdom. There is no man or womap
ualified to build up the kingdom o
od if they have not the testimony o
truth for themselves. |
- I will say to this congregation, Jey
and tile, believer and unbeliever
that this is the great kingdom spoker
of by Daniel, the commeneement of the
Zion of our God, which every prophe
has spoken of who has referred to th
Zion of the last days. The Lord 'ha
sworn by Himself, because He coull
swear by no greater, that He will estab
"lish it in the latter days. But to d
this He must get a people to work witl
Him. Itcould not be done otherwis
if the world stood for a million yean
for it is by the agency which men hok
that He accomplishes His purposes o
the earth. The Lord prepared the wa)
for this age and generation, and He ha
raised up some of the noblest spirits I
this dispensation that ever dwelt I
the flesh. He ordained J h Smit
from before the foundation of the work
to come forth and lay the foundation:
His kingdom. Those that knew J ﬂgﬁ'
know that he was true and faithfal
to death. He labored, after he was o
dained with Oliver Cowdery, fourte:
ears, twomonths and twenty-one day
fn the establishment of this work, aft
he organized the first branch, with &
members on the 6th day of April, 18
He wasmartyred on the 27th of Jw

not say this beecause I wish to find fault
with them, I bhave a ¢reat ]qve for

1844, "What did he accomplish, rais
‘up, as’he was, in the midst of a gen®




