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potiontion her immense agricultural
and mineral resources her
1444ted wealth and the general intelli
asee and industrious and energetic
character of her people it is of na-
tional importance that utah should
havenave a state government

your committee will Ppresent how-
ever

TOE objections THAT AREABE URGED

AGAINSTaga ADMISSION

the obobjections are
1 the existence of polygamy
2 the power and the teachings

of01 the mormon churchchunh on that sub-ject
tilethe facts in respect of these will

bee presented in their order
it is not denied by the advocates

otof admissionon that polygamy isakedced in aliatthat territory but theysm that it is not obligatory upon
theuw members of the mormon
church that it has been graduallywogdying itout until now there are com-
parativelyively few who are living in
polygamous relations and that this

weare chiefly past the meridian ofae they claim that polygamous
marriages have ceasedceasear to oebe sol
nihedni zed that in the near future
polygamy will have ceased to exist
4114
ti

togetherather and is even now
abadyY dead and that it is unjust to
bbfriyeep e the many of political rights

se a comparatively few are vio
ing the law in this regard

yourour committee therefore present
suchh facts as have come to ttheirheirow ledge on this subject for the

of the house
thehe utah commission in 1882

whennen both males and females voted
that there were personsofi both sexes who were or had beenly11 polygamouspoly amous relationslons of those

who0 o had been but were not then inin
jolYgamy there were leaving

1006W men and women then 1882 in
agamy how many of thesewere men and how many women
cartcan only be estimated the esti

we has been made that there were
anall average three women to one

and this is probably a low esti
aw and would show that theree notlot more than 2250 men in

PO in 1882 and probably lessthalnan that number
it Iss assertedak by mormonscormons whoshouldbouldi know that they have no

knowledggolledgegow ledgee that there have been anyysamousus marriages for several
waabai there is no evidence that
theftgye have been any in the past

years but it should be also54 tt that the non mormonscormons allegeehst th absence of evidence to theColatra
h ryy is lecausebecause such marriagesmarriage8aft5 secret but the fact nevertieft laIs that there is no evidence thatsuch
WWm 0 Maximarriageslages have been solemg since that time the proba

are in the light8 otof thegentt 1 legislation by congress and the
abt been

prosecutions that there have

in if thaiat be truetruetheathen the numberofeypolygamyemy through death and
fwiseww iseed must have been greatlycsdeducededuced since 1882 and must be

small now
the

e 00 additional evidence on
subjecteject is found in ex doedoc no

v

first session fiftieth congress a
report by the attorney general of
the convictions for polygamy and
unlawful cohabitation under the
anti polygamy acts of 1882 and the
amendment of 1887

an examination of these acts will
show that congress went as far as
was reasonably possible in granting
power to prosecuting officers anaand
the courts to ferret out and convict
rations
personsesons who were in polygamous re-
lations

the result as stated in that re-
port has been that there were con-
victionsvict ions as follow

for polygamy since november
1884 10 persons were convicted

forunlawful cohabitation between
april 1885 and september 1888

persons were convicted
this indicates very strongly that

the fact is as claimed that polyg-
amy is rapidly disadisappearinggearing and
that compared with thehe whole pop-
ulationulation but a small portion not as
much as I1 per cent are men who
ever were in polygamy and notdot to
exceed 2 percent of the present adult
male mormon population are in
polygamous relations

if it is thus rapidly disappearing
and becomes absolutely extinct as Aa
fact as the indications certainly are
that it soon will be congress will be
brought face to face with the ques-
tion whether a territory will be ex-
cluded for opinions entertained by a
majority of the people

the facts above stated are given
to the end that the house may deter-
mine whether the violations of the
law in this regard are sufficiently
numerous to justify rejection of this
application to be admitted

OTHER contentions
in connection with the existence

of polypolygamygapay as a fact there are
other contentions which will be here
stated

the parties advocating admission
insist that less than I1 per cent of
the population are men in polyg-
amy that the doctrines of their
church do not command polygamy
but only permit it that while by the
creed of the church it isis permissi-
ble it is 0onlynI1Y permissible when
there is no law of the statemate to the
contrary and they propose to make
a law by a constitutional provision
whereby it is forever prohibited
and they have placed such a provis-
ion in the constitution which will
be hereafter noticed

on the other hand it is claimed
that it is not permissive merely
but obligatory and that this offer to
prohibit it forever is only a deviceCto secure admission and that after
being admitted the state will
amend that constitution and then
congress will be without power to
restrain or control

these are the respective conten-
tions and we now proceed to state
what has been offered in support of
them respectively

1 the mormonscormons present their
church creed as it is taught in their
churches and sunday schools for the
purpose of showing that obeaenice to
the laws as enacted by thetae state is
enjoined by the church

the articles of faith are here
given in fallaill

they also present the following
on governments and laws in gen-

eral as found in their book of doc-
trine and covenants

the article named is here pre-
sentedsesenantedted

2 to show that polygamy is not
obligatory but only permissive when
not prohibited by the laws of the
state they present paragraphs 61
and 62 of the revelation in relation
to celestial marriage which are as
follows

61 and again as pertaining to the
law of the priesthood if a man espouse
a virgin and desire to espouse another
and the first give her consent and if
he espouse the second and they are
virgins and have vowed to no other
man then he is justified he cannot
commit adultery for they treare given
unto him for he cannot commit
adultery with thatthai that belo ngeth unto
bim and to no one else

62 and if he have ten virgins given
unto him by this law he can not com-
mit adultery for they belong to him
and they are given unto him therefore
is he iustijustifiedius tinedfied 2

ka3 further to show that polyga-
my I1is not commanded and that
they may therefore without any
conflict with their duties as members
of that church in good faith and in
entire harmony with their belief
prohibit it as proposed they pre-
sent and urge the factsfact heretoheretoforefore
mentioned that a very large majori-
ty of the adult males never udiid enter
into polygamy and they urge this
fact as conclusive that the doctrines
of the church do not require it

4 they further present the fact
that a law has been enacted by the
utah legislature prohibiting such
marriages and inflicting penalties
on any person who shall solemnize
them

the other side to support their
contention to wit thatthac the church
does comcommandand polygamy produce
extracts from the same revelation
above quoted from but the por-
tions thus cited relate to celestial
marriage which isIF the marriage of
a man and a woman for time and
eternity and does not necessarily
include polygamy

all of this revelation will be found
in the printed report of the hearingyour committee do not feel called
upon to give an 0opinion as to the
true interpretation orthisof this document
as each member of the house will
form his own judjudgmentent upon his
own analysis of WTft it being the
purpose of the committee in this
report not to express opinions as to
the meaning of church creeds but
to deal only with such matters out-
side of mere belief or opinion as
affect the subject under considera-
tion

the mormonscormons say they do not be-
lieve polygamy is obligatory

the non mormonscormons say they do so
I1believeel

the mormonscormons say they do not be-
lieve the church is superior to the
state the non mormonscormons assert
that theyonthey do so believe

the mormonscormons sayaay that their
church tenets require them to obey
the laws enacted by the state not-
withstanding any teateachingebing of the


