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447

[The Articles of Faith are here

ind minernl resources, her aceumue | report by the Attorney-Gencral of | given in full.)

Inted weaith, nnd the general intelli-

Eence an( industrious aud energetic

character of her people, it is of na-

bional importance that Utah should
ave a Btate povernment.

Your committee wili present, how-
ever,

g OBJECTIONS THAT ARE URGED
AGAINST ADMIBSION.

The objections are—

{1} The existence of polygamy.

(2} The power and the teachings
.;):ctthe Morimon Chursh on that su

The fcts in respect of these will
be presented in their order.

1t is not denied by the ndvocates
gf Umission that polygamy is prac-
dced in ihat Terrltory. But they
'E‘lﬂlm that it is not obligatory upon
3¢ members of the Mermon
('llllrch; that it has been gradually
¥ing out, until now there are com-
Paratively few who are Hving in
lygamous relations, and that this
1?’“’ are chiefly past the meridian of
8. They clpim that polygamous
Diarriagey have ceased to be sol-
mnized; that in the near future
lysnmy will have ceased to exist
?.ltogether, and I8 even now prac-
‘Cally dend; and that it is unjust to
CPrtve the many of political rights
hfAuse & comparatively few are vio-
8ting the law in this regard,
o Your committee therefore present
Uch facts ns have come to their
lowledre on thiz suhject for the
Congideration of the House.
3 The Utah Commission in 1882
f hen Loth males and females voted,
YUnd that there were 12,000 persons
in th sexes who were, or had been,
whlﬂOl.Y amous relations. Of those
0 had been but were not theu in
lygzamy, there were 8,000, leaving
) 1 men and women ¢hen (1882) in
l‘lvo Ygamy. Hew many of thesc
mere men and how tany women
maonly be estimated. The esti-
lte hes been mide that there wore
" an average three wonen to one
I, and this is probably a low esti-
“_atﬂ. and Wou]ﬂ show that there
poelre 0ot more than 2,250 men in
ih Y&y in 1882, and probably less
80 that number,
8hnt s nsserted by Mormons who
o uld know that they have no
ml"}”edge that there have been any
YZamous marringes for several
the . There is no evidence that
lhrl:e have been any in the past
Lo )t'lems, but it should be also
1 AMor
thag g, at the non-Mormons allege
firg oY 18 because such marrlages
|m$"f?ret- But the fact. neverthe-
e, 18 that there is no evidence that
Dizey) marriages have been solem-
bilig; since that time. The proba-
Eent?s are; in the light of the strin-
3 egislation by Congress and the
not 1._ Prosecutions, that there have
ot heen.

;nl“hﬂt be true, then the number
nthtgolﬁgﬂmy, through death and

" Tedy.J8€, must have been greatly
comced Bince 1882, and must be
Tmtli "cly small now.

the "“lijec{ additional evidence en

® ahgenece of evidence to the

the convictions for polygamy and
unlawful cohabitation under the
anti-polygamy acta of 1882 and the
amendment of 1887,

An examination of these ncts will
show that Congress went as far as
was reasonably possible in granting
power to prosecuting officers and
the courts to ferret out and convict
hersons who were in polygamous re-
atlons.

The result, as stated in that re-
port, has been that there were con-
victions as follow:

For polygamy since November,
1884, 10 persons were convicted.

Forunlawful cohabitation between
April, 1885, and September, 1888,
452 persons were convicted.

This indicates very stromgly that
the fact is, ns elaimed, that polyg-
any 18 rapidly disa{) aring, and
that, compared with the whole pop-
ulation, but a smnall portion, not us
much as 1 per cent, are men who
ever were in polygamy; and not o
exceed 2 per cent of the present ndult
male Mormon population are in
polygamous relations.

If it is thus mpidly disa ring,
and becomes absolutely ext‘;lt);z:’. as
fact, as the indications certainly are
that it soon will be, Congress will be
brought face to face with the ques-
tion, whether a Territory will be ex-
clud’ed for oprinions entertained by a
majority of the people.

The facts above stated are given
to the end that the House may deter-
mint whether the violations of the
Inw In this regard are sufficiently
numerous to justify rejection of this
application to be admitted.

OTHER OONTENTIONS.

In connection with'the existence
of polygnmy as a fact, there are
other ¢contentions which will be here
stated.

The gnrties advocating admission
insist that less than 1 per cent, of
the population are men in polys-
amy, that the doctrines of their
chureh do not command Iy%nrny,
but enly permit it; that while by the
creed of the church it is permissi-
ble, it Is only permissible when
there is no law of the State to the
confrary,and they propose to make
a law by a constitutional provision
whereby it I8 forever prohibited;
and they have placed such a provis-
fon in the constitution, whic
be hercafter noticed.

On the other hand, it Is claimed
that it is not permissive merely,
but obligatury, and that this ofler to

rohibit it forever is only a device

sceure admisslon; and that after
being admitted the Btate will
amend that constitution, and then
Congress will be witlwout power to
restmin or control.

These nro the rvspective conten-
tions; and we now proceed to state
what has been offered in support of
them. respectively:

(1) The Mormons present their
church creed as it is taught in their
churches and Bunday sclools, for the
Fu rpose of showing that obedience to

he laws us enacted by the Stale is

wili

isfound 1n IEx. Doe. No. | enjoined by the Church.

They nlso present the [(olewing

| #On governments and laws in gon-

eral,’” as found jn their Book of Doc-
trine and Covennuts:

[The article named is here pre-
{ sented.]

2) To show that polygnmy is not
obligatory, but only permissive when
not prohibited by the laws of the
State, they present paragraphs 61
and G2 of the revelation in relation
to celestinl marringe, which are as
follows:

61. And again, as pertaining to the
law of the priesthood: Ifa man espuuse
a virgin nnd desire to espouse nnother,
and the tirat give her comsent, and if
he asponse the second, and tiley arg
virgins and have vuwed to mo other
man, then he is ju-tified; he cannot
commit adultery, for they nre given
unto bim; for he cannot commit
adultery with that that belongeth unto
nim and te no one olso.

82 And if he have ten virgina given
unto him by this iaw he can not com-
mit adultery, for they belong to him,
ahd they are yiven unte him,therefore
is he justitied.”’

\3) Further, to show that polyga-
my i8 not commanded, and that
they may, therefore, without any
conflivt with their duties as members
of that churcly, in good faith and in
entirc harmony with their bellef,
prohibit it as propescd, they pre-
sent and urge the fact, heretofore
mentioned, that a very large mnjori-
ty of the ndult males never 114 enter
into polygamy, and they urge this
{ fact as conclusive that the doctrines
| of the church do not require it.

(4) They further present the fact
that a law has been enacted by the

Utah legislature g‘mhihit.lng such
marriages, and inflictiyg penaltics
on any person who shall solemnize
them.

The other side, to support their

contention, to wit, that the Church
dovs command polygamy, produce
cxtracts from the same revelation
above guoted from. But the por-
|tions thus cited relate to *‘cclestinl
marringe,” which is the marriage of
a man sbd ¢ weman for time and
cternity, and does not necessarily
include polygamy.

All of this revelation will be found
in the printcd report of the hearing.

Your commitice do not fecl called
upon to give an opinion as to the
true interpretation of this document,
as each member of the House will
form - his own -judgment upon his

own analyeis of it; it belny the
i purpose of the commlttee in this
report not to express opinlons as to
the meaning of church creeds, but
to deal only with such matters, out-
side of mwere belief or opinion, as
aflect the subject under considera-
tion.

The Mormons say they do not be-
lisve polygamy is obligatory.

The non-Mormons say they do so
| belleve.

The Mormons say they do not be-
lleve the Church is superior to the
State. The non-Mormons assert
that they do so believe.

The K[ormons sny that their
church tencts reqnire them to obey
the lnws enacted by the Binte, not-
wilhstanding any teaching of the




