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A quarter of a mile’s wade brought us
to shore, where we were confronted by
by & band of well armed warnaérs. They
however soon showed themselves
friendly and were anxious to greet us.
We learned +hat they were standing
guard fest their enemy, some adjacent
islapders, enter their harhor unawares.
After drinking ‘ava’ with them, a
friendly demonstration, and afier ans-
wering many questions concerning the
Gospel, our business here, etc., we were
given some mats for beds and bamboo
benches for pillows and we were soon
wandering !0 the land of dreams.

Next «day we procured the village
house and upon ringing the ‘‘pate”
about fifty persons assembled and lis-
tened to the first sermon éver preached
by the L atfer-day Saints on these islands.
At the close of the services many came
forward with questions and the people
at once manilested an interest 1n the
message we bore. Meetings were held
almost daily on this or the adjicent Is.
lind and our listeners ofien exceeded
150 innumber. Many expressed a de-
sire ol identifyving themselves with us
but laws have long been enacied here
prohibiting the people from embracing
any other doctrines than those of ihe
london Mission Society An old minis-
ter assisted materially in presenting the
truth to his people by preaching against
us, thereby keeping the people interes-
ted and continually running backward
and forward with questions. On Sun-
day he delivered a sermon endcavoring
to prove the necessity of infant baptism.
After quoting concerning the jailor and
his famuly, Siephanas and his tamily, he
exlll-'lng{y exclaimed, “Now where is
there a family with no infants?* He
was apparently unconscious of the fact
that there are so many tamilies even here
not blessed with offspring that the pop-
nlation of Samoa has dwindled Irom 50,-
000 the 30,000 in 50 years. In the case
of the jauor’s famly he had apparently
failed to read the next verse which states
that he and all of his bousehold rejoiced
and believed in God, and Faul's state-
ment to the effect that Stephanas and
family had given themselves to the min:
istry ot the Saints. The exercise of
faith, joy in the Gospel and ministering
to the >aints 13. beyond the power ol n:
fants, therclore we conclude that the
members of the tne families menuoned
had reached maturity. Atany rate it 1s
a gross etror to found such a sacred or-
dinance on mere presvmpticn and that
ton in spiie of the fact that we are re-
peatediy told in the Bible that baptism is
for the remission of sins, and who dare
say that an infaot hath sins?

We calied on Palega, whom the na-
tives said was by far the oldest man on
Lhis group of 1slands, he having been a
grown man when the Christian doctrines
were first oiroduced here  sixty five
years agu. His exact ape we could not
ascertain, as natives keep no account of
such things. From Palega we learned
that they were cannibals some 65 years
ago, he himsel having eaten human
flesh which he pronounced very palaia:
hle, greatly resembling beef. He said
however, that those persons whom he
had eaten were nol siain tor table use,
but lost their lives in battle and that
they ate only the slain of the eremy.
In the days of his youth this peuple
were idolaters, worshipping dogs, cats,
eels, fish and evem rocks and trees.
These were mediums through which
they weorshipped spirits. Each tamily

had its own spirit to worship. Family
spirits were inferior and in a way sub-
jeci to the village ghost, which in turn
was inferior to the great spirit or good
“Tagaloa.”” Sharp stones, shells, etc.,
were the only implements for cutling
known to him in his youthful days in
barbering and the hair was often burned
off for want of a better method. Huge
trees were felled and shaped into can-
oes, with stone hatchets, a feat which
seems almost incredible.

On the 261h, the wind changed and
we onCe more put fort1 to sea and our

upon President J. W. Beck and Elder
|. B. Barton boarded a schooner for
Upolu. On Christmas day Elders C. A.
Alleman, A. Jensen, F. Clufl, L. Horn,

the residence of Jas. Mackie,a most hos-
pitable brother and our true friend,
when of a sudden the dishes began dan-
cing about. the house creaking anathe
earth reeling to and fro. This conlinued
for about two minutes and although the
rocking was quite severe no damage
was done except that a few lamps were
broken. Another shock was felt on the
261h, but it was less severe. An earth-
quake shock is accompanied with a pe-
cu'iar sensation. 1l almost imagined we
were seated on an old worn gut car fly-
ing over an extremely rough road at an
unusual rate of speed.
ORLANDO BARRUS.

SAILING IN THE SOJTH SEAS.

SLAND OF ARUTUA, Tuamotu Islands,
South Seas, November 28th, 1895.
Ap account of travels in ihe South
Seas, 'and an cccasional letter from
missionaries who are here, may prove
ioteresting to some of the readers of the
NEws, helice these few lines.

the way ol the world, and very few
readers ol the NEws know much about
them. When 1 tell you that there are
forty-seven inhabited 1slands in the
group, and that there are not more than
1our or five thousand inhabitanis on the

how scaitered they are, and how much
traveling it takes to visit them in their
isolated ccndition. In our travels we
do not have the privelege of nding on
fmely. furnished ocean sieamers, such
things would be a curiosity to most of
the islanders cf this group, but we feel
thankiul 10 get the chance of riding on
sail boats, twenty-five or thirtv feet
long. Son.e ol the istands are three or
four hundred miles apart, and it takes,
at times, two weeks to get irom one
place to the other.

This month Brother Despain and my-

Faite to this island, a distance of one
hundred and eighieen aules e left
there om the 8iun ult, and arrived here
on the 2Ist., ol course we were not on
the water all this time. In a country
where steainboals ply to and Iro, one
could have made 1his tnip easily in
twenly -four hours, but as it 13, we have
to depend on the wind to lake us to our
destlination, and then wait unul a goud
day cumes, as our litule crafis wil noy
stand to battle with the storms that
arise. Leaving Faite in the morning,
we sailed, or rather dntted, until even-

o

ing, when we stopped at the viilage of

Tetamanu, Fakarava, having come

twelve miles. There were eighteen of

cralt was driven back to Futuila, where-

A. Olsen, J. Conley and mysell were
gathered around a Christmas dinner at

The Tuamotus are somewhat out of

whole group, you can have some idea of

self made a tip from the island of

'us on a boat twenty-nine feet long, and*
the sun beat duwn upon us us it only:
can in a tropical clime. The next day.
we came to the other village, Potoava,
uf the same island, distance, thirly-two-
miles, and it being Saturday we stopped
there for Sunday and held meeling with
the Saints. Monday morning a storm-
had arisen, the wind blowing strongly
and the rain descending, so we dare
nol venture out 1o sea on our small boat.
We were kept there until Thursday,
when we again set sail, but as a calm.
always comes alter a storm. we did not:
sail far. Arriving at the pass, the cur-
rent was coming in, and there being no-
wind behind us, we could do nothin
save anchor on the side, and wait unti
the current changed. Whie our béat
was at anchor, the natives speared some-
fish, which served us for our dinner. Ip-
the afternoon anchor was heaved, the
main and fore-sails were hoisted and-
we sailed slowly out ot the pass. That
night and by noon the next day, we had
come fifteen miles and had arrived at
the 1sland of Toau {(an uninhabited isle)-
where we stopped, caught some fish,and
had a night’s rest onterra firma.  Satur-
day morning we again sailed ltor the is-
land of Apataki, and arrived there on
the day following. (Sunday)} at noon,
having sailed thuty miles. Monday and
Tuesvay adverse winds were blowing,
and as the natives said we could not get
in the pass at Arutua, we stayed at
Apataki until the day ltollowing, Wednes-
day, when we sailed for Aruiua and
arrtved here the gay following, on the-
21st, having been thirteen days getting
10 our destynation,and havisg only come
one hundred and eighteen miles. Qur
trip was long, and about the only things
nuted were calms and exireme beat, of
which we had plenmy. This account js
written so that readers of the News may
know that missionaries laboring on this
group do not ride on steamers, rail-road
cars, or even on the backs of mules apnd
horses.

There are, perhaps, three or four
hundred people here now on this island,,
who have about forty boats which carry
them Irom rock to rock in their diving
tor pearl-shell. Thep go inside the lagoon
on Mondays, and return on Saturdays
to the village where we hold meetings
on Sundays. The success that the
patives have, of course, depends upon
how good divers they are, some being
able to dive fifty and sixty feet, while
others go eighty, ninety, and a hundred
leel.

The qusastion may arise, how can they
tell where the shell is? They manage
this by having a glass to see through,
taking a pane ol Common glass, say
12x12 and putting it in 1 box trame abpou#
tne size ol a soap box. The glass rests
wpon the surface of the waler, with
frame wp, and on the side there s a
| roundea place which fits the neck. The.
observer then with his arins around he
box can gaze down into the briny deep
and it 15 wonceiful how clear things
appear. My former compamon and I
vice had the privelege of guing with
isome of the nauves and secing them:
Idive  We availed ourselves of the
. opportunity, took a box, and had a look
down into the deep. lis beauties are as
' pleasant to the eye to behold, as are
‘many of the beaulies of nature on land..
The many-colored rock«, wih the preity
fish ol dificrent colors and sizes, was a
granod sight to behold,

To* patives sell their shell for seventy.




