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A quarter of a miles wade brought us

tb hore where we were confronted by
bby band of well armed warriors they
however soon showed themselves
friendly and were anxious to greet us
we learned hat they were standing

Jguarduard lest their enemy some adjacent
islanders enter their harbor unawares
akerafter drinking adallava with them a
friendlyfrierly demonstration and after ans-
wering many questions concerning the
dospel our business here etc we were
given some mats for beds and bamboo
benches for pillows and we were soon
wandering in the land of dreams

next day we procured the village
housebouse and upon ringing the pate

afpf about fifty persons assembled and lis-
tened to the first sermon verever preached
by the latterlatier day saints on these islands
at the close of the services many came
forward with questions and the people
at once manilmanifestedested an interest in the
message we bore meetings were held
almost daily on this or the ada abent is-
land and our listeners often exceeded

in number many expressed a de
tireire of identifying themselves with us
but laws have long been enacted here
prohibiting the people from embracing
any other docidoctrinesrines than those of the
londonlandon mission society an old minis-
ter assisted water tally in presenting the
truth to his people by preaching against
vsus thereby keeping the people jinieres

tedaed and continually running backward
and forward with questions on

he delivered a sermon endeavoring
to prove the necessity of infant baptism
akerafter quoting concerning the jailor and
irisbb family stephanas and his family llehe
exultingly exclaimexclaimedtd now where isis
therete a family with no infantstb I1 he
was apparently unconscious of the fact
that there are so many familieslanulies even here
not blessed with offprintoff pring that the pop
illationovation of samoa has dwindled iromfrom so50
am the oooo in 50 years in the case
rf he jailersjailorsjai lors family he had apparently

tailed to read the next verse which states
that he and all of his household rejoiced
imadad believed in god and pauls state-
ment to the effect that stephanas and
amily hadbad given themselves to the roinmin
ittner olof the saints the exercise of

joy in the gospel and ministering
to the baines is beyond the power of in
46tants thereforethercloreelore we conclude that the
numbersmembers of the ane families mentioned
had reached maturity at any rate it is
a gross eidor to found such a sacred or
denance on mere presumption and that
too in spite of the fact that we are re-
putedly

re-
peatedlypeatedly told in the bible that baptism is
for the remission of sins and who dare
say that an infant hath sins

we called on whom the na-
tives said was by far the oldest man on
this group olof islands he having been a
grown man when the christian doctrines
worewere first introduced here sixty five
years aguago his exact age we could nut
ascertain as natives kep no account of
such things from we learned
that they were cannibals some 65 years
ago he having eaten human
flesh which he pronounced very palata-
ble greatly resembling beef he said
however that those persons whom he
hadbad eaten were not slain lorfor table use
butbat lost their lives in battle and that
they ate only the slain of the enemy
lain the days of his youth this people
fere idolatersidolaters worshippingworshipping dogs cats
eels fish and even rocks and trees
these were mediums through which
theyibey worshippedworshipped spirits each bamily

AA

hadbad its own spirit to worship family
spirits were inferior and in a way sub-
ject to the village ghost which in turn
was inferior to the great spirit or good
tagaloa 11 sharp stones shells etc

were the only implements for cutting
known to him in his youthful days in
batbarberingbering and the hair was ottenoften burned
off for want of a better method huge
trees were felled and shaped into can-
oes with stone hatchets a feat which
seems almost incredible

on the aith the wind changed and
we once more put forti to sea and our
craft was driven back to tutuilaFutuila where-
upon president J W beck and elder
I1 B barton boarded a schooner torfor
upolu on christmas day elders C A
alleman A jensen F cluff L horn
A olsen J conley and myself were
gathered around a christmas dinner at
the residence afoflasjas machieaMack iea most hos-
pitable brother and our true friend
wwhenhen of a sudden the dishes began dan-
cing about the house creaking ana the
earth reeling to and fro this continued
for about two minutes and although the
rocking was quite severe no damage
was done except that a lewfew lamps were
broken another shock was felt on the

but it was less severe an earth-
quake shock is accompanied with a pe-
culiar sensation I1 almost imagined we
were seated on an old worn out car fly
ing over an extremely rough road at an
unusual rate of speed
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an account of travels in the south
seas and an occasional letter from
missionaries who are here may prove
interesting to some of the readers of the
NEWS hence these few lines

the Tu are somewhat out of
the wityway otof the world and very few
readers of the know much about
them when I1 tell you that there are
forty seven inhabited islands in the
group and that there are not more than
tourlour or five thousand inhabitants on the
whole group you can have some idea of
how scattered they areare and how much
traveling it takes to visit them in their
isolated condition in bur travels we
do not have the privilege of riding on
finely furnished ocean steamers such
things would be a curiosity to most olof
the islanders cff this group but we feel
thankful to get the chance of riding on
sail boats twenty five or thirty feet
long sonsoniee olof the islands are three or
four hundred miles apart and it takes
at times two weeks to get from one
place to the other

this month brother despain and my
seifsef made a trip from the island of
fitefaite to this island a distance of one
hundred and eighteen wiles we left
there on the attialti alt and arrived here
on the aist ot course we were not on
the waitr all this time in a country
where steamboats ply to and froirp one
could have made this trip easily in

lourjour hours but as it is we have
to depend on the wind to take us to our
destination and then wait until a good
day comes as our little craftschafis wiliwil not
stand to battle with the storms that
arisearie leaving faite in the morning
we sailed or rather drifted until even-
ing when we stopped at the village of
tetamanuTe Fakarava having come
twelve miles there were eighteen of

us on a boat twenty nine feet long anahana
the sun beat down upon us as it only
can in a tropical clime the next daydarwe came to the other village Pot oava
tufof the same island distancedi thirty two
miles and it being saturday we stopped
there for sunday and held meeting with
the saints monday morning a storm
had arisen the wind blowing strongly
and the rainram descending so we dareddare
not venture out to sea on our small boatwe were kept there until thursday
when we again set sail but as a calmcalac
always comes alterafter a storm we did not
sail far arriving at the pass the cur-
rent was coming in and there being noino
wind behind us we could do nnothingto thin
save anchor on the side and wwaitait uuntil
the current changed e our baat
was at anchor the natives speared some
fish which served us for our dinner in-
the afternoon anchor was heaved the
main and fore sails were hoisted and
we sailed slowly out of the pass that
night and by noon the next day we had
come fifteen miles and hadbad arrived at
the island of joau an uninhabited isle
where we stopped caught some fisfishhancland
had a nightshights rest on terra firma satur-
day morning we again sailed for the is-
land of apatzki and arrived thereon
the day following sunday at noon
having sailed thirty miles monday and
tuesday adverse winds were blowing
and asab the natives said we could not get
in the pass at arutun we stayed at
apatzki until the day lol lowing wednes-
day when we sailed for arutun and
arrived here the oaycay following on the
aist having been thirteen days getting
to10 our destination and having only come
one hundred and eighteen miles our
trip was long and about the only things
buted were calms and extreme heatbeat of
which we had plenty this account is
written so that readers of the NEWS may
know that missionaries laboring on abis
group do not ridoride on steamers rail- roadrailroad
cars or even on the backs of mules and
horses

there are perhaps three or four
hundred people here now on this island
who have about forty boats which carry
them iromfrom rock to rock in their diving
torfor pearl shell thep go inside the lagoda
on mondays and return on saturdays
to the village where we holdbold meetingsag
on sundays the success that igthe
natives have of course depends upon
bow good divers they are some being
able to dive fitlyfifty and sixty feet while
others go eighty ninety and a hundred
teetfeet

the question may arisearise how can they
tell where the shell isis they manage
this by having a glass to see through
taking a pane ot common glass say

and putting it in a box frame about
ane size otof a soapboxsoap box the glass rests
upon the surface of the water with
frame up and on the side there is a
rounded place which fits the neck thelthe
observer then withatti his arms around the
box can gaze down into the briny deep
and it is how clear things
appear my former companion and 1I
ance had the privilegelege of going with
some of the natives and seeing them
dive we availed ourselves of the
opportunity took a box and had a looklobik
down into the deep its beauties are as
pleasant to the eye to behold as are
many of the beauties of nature on land
the many colored rock with the pretty
fish of different colors and sizes was a
grand sight to behold

toato natives sell their shell for seventy


