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upon a bias in matters of religious
faith as contemptible as it is baseless
onthe part of government representa-
tives.

The circumstances of the case are,
briefly, thal the boy, aged 11 years, and
the gir!, 8 years old, both children of
English jarents, were sent to Utah in
the care of two returning missionaries,
the parents with the rest of their fami
lies intendicg to follow as soon as ecir
coms'ances would permit, Arrange-
ments were made o have the children
well provived for io the matter of the
comforts of lite and education in Amer-
icam schoole, until their parents eh ul
be able again to take personal control.
Thus the provisions of the imoigration
law were fully complied with. But
the officiuls detained the children on
the gr upd that they were liable to be-
come ‘“‘a publ ¢ charge,’”” the basls o1
such claim being the supposition that
they were ‘“‘to be taken to Salt Lake
and there educated in the Mormon
faith,”?

N w it may bea new idea to some
people that an education “in the Mor-
mon faith?? js iiableto eause children
or grown people either to become pub-
liec chargee, The prevailing oplnion
based upon an uubroken array of facts,
js that the contrary effect is produced.
If there'is one material feature more
than ancther which being trained “in
the Mormon faith?? develops, it is the
tendency to make the people self-
supporting; and the better the Mormon
the tfartber removed 1is he from any
liability of becoming a charge on the
government for hie care and susten-
ance, Knowing this to be the case,
the only ennclusion to be arrived at i+
that the cfficials referred to are sesk-
ing to exclude people from this coun-
try sonlely on religious grouuds — a
proceeding so bigoted, unlawiul and
un-American that every «fficer who
persiste in enyaging in it sbould be
relegated to political oblivion as unfis
to be trusted withh the administration
of public affairs,

That in this view of the case the+
officers referred to are n t beingsub-
ecied to unfriendly criticism, but in
fact are lenieptly dealt with, is shown
by the official statement of Immigra-
tion Ivspector Gefleney himeelf, who
seeerts that the children *‘are en route
to Salt Lake City, there to be educated
ip tbe Mormon faith, The American
mirvister at Samoa wrote to the state
department regarding the matter, and
messures were take . immediately to
suppress the work. The Mormouns
have established their colonies all
through the island groups, from Bamoa
to New Zealand, and they are trying
to getthe children to Balt Lake to make
good Mormone of them. A party of
missionaries came up on the Mariposa,
but we could not prevent them irow
landing, ae they were all citizens of
the United States. I reported the case
to Commissloner Stradley, and he en-
dorsed my sction. The case will now
go before the special ‘boarda of inquiry,
the aetion of which will be final.??

From this may be understood the
apimus which prompted the offiinsl
proceeding in this case. * It is to be
hoped, however, that in the future the
gepntlemes concerned Wwill exhibit
more of the genius of Amerlcan jus
tice and liberality thsn they have
shown in this procreding. In contrast

with their former course they bhave for

example the commendably prompt
a d lawful action of United Biates
District Attorney Garter, Deputy SBur-
veyor of Port 8. J. Ruddell, W. W,
Presbery of the Chinese bureau, and
G. Channing, of the special agents’
department, who couvstituted the
special board of inquiry which re-
viewed the care and ordered that the
children be set at liverty to pursue
their journey to this Territory.

QUR FORESES,

George Arbogast, E:tq., who has
charge of an extensive vineyard an.
tarm at Bountiful, addresses the iollow-
ing eommunication to the Nuws:

Will you kindly inform me if there is
any way to save our young foresis of
maple and other trees? Wagon loads of
lovely young wrees are being bauled past
my door every day by the farmers who
live in the bottoms. They are being cut
from the wa.er sheds that supply our
canyons and springs with water in the
summer. All the large irees were cuu
years ago and it seems a great pity Lo see
large tracts denuded of these young trees
that must have takenatleast ten to twelye
years L0 grow.

Do these farmers realize what they are
doing? I know how long it takes L0 geu
maple and other trees 10 at ain any size
as I have planted 50,000 on my timber
culture entry up here, and when our arid
region requires so much water what will
the future be if this desruction con-
tinues?

I sympathize with the farmers these,

hard 1imes when they mneed winter
wood, but will they not be paying very
dearly for it in the near fuiure?

We do not want Lo go turough the dan-
ger ot freshets in the spring. When the
sun kas a full sweep on the winter’s
snow, instead of the wa.er coming down
gradually because of the snow being
shaded by the trees, it goes off at once
and does not have a chance to gradalluy
sink into the ground and keep alive our
creeks and springs. I feel sure it would
pay the couniy or Territory to take care
of these trees and if nece-sary supply the
needy farmers with fuel free rather than
1o have our water supply which is our
land’s life endangered.

I wish I bad the ume and means to go
on a mission among these farmers and
have them realize the value of each tree
destroyed. I think with the large areas
of oak brush that can be had for the dig-
ging out, plenty ot cheap fuel could be
obtained for years, only it takes a litile
harder work. I hope that I will not
make enemies of my neighbors by my
ideas on this matter and trust you
may think it worthy of mention and that
you may suggest a remedy.

Mi. Arbugast’s leiwter relates to a
great evil, but in our opinion there is
no legal remedy for it, under a terri-
torial form of government, though the
powers of our Liegislature 1n the prem-
ires have been a rubject of debate, The
title to the lauds on which our moun-
talo forests grow is vested in the
United States, and the laws of Cou-
.ress permit timber to be removed irom
such lapas for fuel, ete. On thegrounu
that the preservation of the timber io
certain places is necessary f r the pro-
tection ol property, it is possible Lhai
the police powers of the Territorial
g vernment might have been iuvoked
with beneficiai effeot. But this is a
legal question concerning which there
is much doubt, pro and con, and we
know of no authority that could be re-
ferred to, which would determioe 1t,

A similar condition will exist under

the goveroment of our new state, ex-
¢ept a8 10 the lands wranted thereto,
Lande granted to the new state, under
be provisions of eongressivnal inws,
will of course be under its control, in-
cluding the timbergrowiug thereon,but
such lande wiil bave o be designated
vefore such cootrol can he agrumeid, In
a word, the lanus owred by «be Uniied
States, and 'he timber growing there-
on, are subjec to the execlusive cuntrol
ot Cougress, barring suen police powe
era as the present lerritorial, or cur
state government, may rightiully ex-
erc se over lbhem. Just what those
police puwers are, or if they «xist at all,
is a matter that has not, to our 'kpowl-
evdge, been uefinitely eiated or deter-
mined.

‘Tne agitation of this subject, how-
ever, can scarcely fail to be beneficial,
anu it seems provavle tbat, if proper
steps shall be tuken, authorily may be
ubtuined from Congress empowering
the siate legisiature to enact needful
iaws lor the preservation of the timber
10 our mountaius, to the end that the
interests o! irrivation may be thereby
protected and promoted. The matter
is an 1mpertant ose, and will call lor
aclivd on Lthe part of the first legislature
. the State ot Uiah,

OUR MiLLi1RA.

The military exercises at Fort Douge

lssWednesday amouunted to morethsan a
mere pastime (9T the amusemeut of the
populace, They were or a highiy
luteresting character from a stanJdp.int
1 military science, and proved that
Utan has an element of great value in
ver militia, While all goou ecitizens
wish thal there may never be occasion
to ¢all this element into requisition for
the maintepance o! law, it 1s a matter
v congratulation that the civil author-
ity of our brevet Siate will have re-
course upon & power so effective in case
of veed.

There is another feature which rises
up in conoection with this subject,
and is & eource of congratulation.
An lmportant coastitutiouval nght,
of  which the people of Uiah
were lor a long term of
yeurs deprived, has been restored,
vamely, the rignt to bear arms, With-
vul unueuessarily awakening unpleas-
aul memories, 1t is eminently proper
that our citizens should feliciiate them-
selves on being allowed this privilege
ol Ireemen,

Iv will do good to have a well trained
militia. Suecb an institution 18 a won-
derful conservator of the peace, espe-
cially when uuder the control of men
who reverence the law andare uisposed
to tee il obeyeu and eutorced, and
there 18 no reason to believe that the
National Guard ot Utah will ever be
under the command of men who are
not of this sort, We congratuiate the
recruits on thesplendid showing they
mude yeslerdsay, and on the remarke
able rapidily with which they are ac-
quiring proficiency in the artof war,

s S

BAYS THE Denver News of the 25th
instant: *‘I'ne DESERET NEWS of Salt
Lizke was 27 yeusts 01d on Weunesday
1u8t. L8 weekly issue, however, was
vegun avbout 1850, making it the oldest
weekly in the Transmissvuri regioan.
The vluest dally 18 the Rocky Mouns
tain Mvews, whuse daily issue was be-
gub in 1561, the weekiy having been
established A pril 23, 1859.”



