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office of fheshe holpholy spirit equality
produced by the gospel the evil
of class distinctions danger of
worldly mindedness eliches
aldnaalone not productive of truee
hahappiness A contrite iriartheart

should he6 an increase
ofspiritual gifts word of wis-
dom zhethe return to jackson
dountycounty

while I1 was ghere therthere wasewas
a portion of the record of alma sug-
gested itself to my mind which I1
will read as found recorded in the
ath chapter of the book otof alma
new edition

the speaker then read the greater
portion otof the ath chap continuing
hohe said

I1 should not attempt to get on my
feet to speak to you my own
thoughtsthough ts or my own feelingsfeelingi or
that which mynay own spspiritt would
suggest I1 havo had ausufficientclent ex-
perienceperience in my life to know that for a
man to impart profitable instruction
unto his lellowfellow creatures in the
Capacapacityeltyeity of a teacher of the things
of god he must have the aid of
the spirit of god without that he
cannot impart that which will be of
permanentErmanent profit to any one 1IUafinowow it is the privilege 0off
a people situated as weVO are
to know the mind and will of the
lord concerning us and also when
wovo come into an agoassemblageage of thistills
character to receive the instruction
that is adapted to the circumstances
of each particular individual and
thatisthat is the office of the spirit I1
cannot tell your feelings I1 do not
know your hearts there may be
secret sorrows there may be
there may be doubtdoubli there may be
many things that olvesoppress you in
Jjooajuulax C w fl
jy ignorant but the spirit

the thinthingsgor of god god
our hearts and his all piercing

eye can penetrate the inmost reces-
ses of our hearts andaud every thought
every secret is known to him andband
he cancau through the aid of his
holy spirit impart to each one that
portion of strength of comfort of
light which each soulfoul may need to
strengthen it on its onward journey
in the path which god our father
has marked out for uaus to and
unless a meeting of this kind is at-
tended with these eiteltacts to me it is
exceedingly unsatisfactory when I1
go as a listener I1 desire to go90 to
meeting to be fed to go away from
the meeting with a feeling that I1
have received that which will be a
benefit to me in my life in the acts
of my life and BOso also if I1 speak

the position of the latte rdsaints in this respect is difreditredifferentrentreut
from that ofor every other people thatI1 know of on the facoface of the earthwo profess to berveserve god we pro-
fess to have received from him bles-
sings as the result of ouroarobedience to
his commandments wowe pro-
cess to live by every word
that proceededethetlietil from the
mouth of god and wowe believe that
thisthia is a time when god speaks in
various wayswaya to nisilia children mauimaulmani-
festing his mind and will tuto them
and that it is not with us acwithas with
other people whowiio aroara dependent
upon that which is written depend-
ent upon thetho bible for tilethe nail and
miniwinineurnour necessary to strengthen

them wevve depend upon the revela-
tions of god to us inla thistills respect
our position is diffdifferentbrent from that of
every other people that I1 am ac-
quaintedfaintedquain ted with and of course this
beingeing our position it is of the ut-
most importance to carry out the
principles that we believe in thatwe should live in such a
to have tho mind andaud will of thelord made manifest toustonsto us howlshow is
this mind and will communicatedby what means is the mind and
will of the father made manifest
unto thetho ellclichildrenildrenlidren of men therothereare various ways one is he has
placed in his church officers whose
duty it is to instruct tilothe churchyet this does not relieve the mem-
bersbers of theChurch from their respon-
sibilitylity it is for tilethe members attheof th
church also to BOso live that when
they are taught and counseled when
instruction is given unto themthemy thatthey shall be able to know whetherthat instruction and counsel be fromgod or not this is the privilege of

every individual and there is no
person however humble who is a
member of the church who should
be destitute of this spirit ofor I1
speak this light andaud this intelli-
gence god our eternal
father is the father of us
all the relationship which ex
ests between us and him
is not confined totoaa smallsmail portion ofot
the human family but it Is the
same with all of us every individual
that iaIs within the walls of thisthia
house tonightto night occupies I1 mamayy say
precipreelpreciselysely the same relationship to
our father in one sense not that
all have the same responsibility not
that all are required to perform the
samesaime duties but all occupy the
same position of children and our
father in heaven is our father the
beibelbeingng whom we worship As god
is ttheh fathfatherer of us all we trace our
descent from him our children
trace their descent from him they
are as much his childchildrenrebreh as we are
his children and I1 often think in
my association with my own child-
ren that I1 would just as soon hurt
the feofeefeelingseling 4 of a grown person as I1
would one of my children I1 think
in one respect they are my equal
though I1 occupy the relationship of
father to them and so I1 feel
towards nilnii now the gospel pro-
duces this sense of equality there
could be no slavery where the gos-
pel is taught in its falness and iiin its
perfection there could be no dis-
tinction where the gospel is
tided you read here or rather I1
have read for you in this record
that has come down to MSus 1 that
when the principles of the gospel
were practisedpracticed among the people of
this land they were equal to a very
great extent but when they began
to violate the principles of chegosthe gos-
pel their inequality manifested
itself some were lifted up in pride
some looked with scorn upon their
poor brethren and sisters clas-
sifications arose in society
which had their origin not in
virtue not in holiness not in purity
notinot innanyany superiority arising from
intelligenceintelligence but because some were
richer than others somebome could dress
better than othothers somebomeme could have
better sursurroundsurroundingsroun than others
doubtless dwelt in finerliner houses belbet

narl flyaltfilp r r
clad and hadbad probablyauly finer and
nicer food distinctions of this kind
grew up not out of the gospel but
out of the violation of the principles
of the gospel wherever he gosgospelea
of the lord jesus christ is taughttaught
it produces as I1 have said this
sense of equalequalityitys it makes the man
who may know and understand the
things of god feel that he is no bet-
ter than his fellow man and the
man who understands thetiie
things of god feel that she is no
better than her sister if this senti-
ment was practiced among us it
would produce the results we find
that alma sought to produce among
the people and which hohe did pro-
duce by thetho preaching of the word
as recorded in the subsequent versesversea
to
forth preaching the word as he found
it tilethe most offeffeffectual means as de-
scribed by the historian afof checking
the evils that were growing among
the people it would be scso among
us iuin a while if it werewore not for the
preaching of the word of god and
with the preaching of the word
with all tilethe faith all tilethe zeal and all
the power which our leaders are ca-
pable of exercising it needs atallit allnil to
repress these inclinations and these
tendencies there is something in
the human heart of that character
that when human beings are pros-
pering they are apt to bobe lifted up
in pride and to forget the cause
or tilethe corrao of their pros-
perityrity they are apt to forgetgod who is the fountain of all theirblessings and to give glory to them-
selves it requires a constantconstant preach-
ing of the word of god a constant
pleading with the people a constant
outpouring of thetho spirit of god upon
the people to bring them totu a true
sensense of their real condition with
all the experience thetife latter day
saints have had who is
us that cannot perceive this tenden-
cy why it Is constantly bringing
itself into noticeno it becomes in
some instances quite offensive be-
cause those who are humble feel the
effects of it those who are poor
needy and destitute not gifted with
ability to accumulate tiietho things of
this world and very frequent-
ly1y their heartsheart9 aroare grieved becauseuecause
of it there is this tendency we
havehavo ato contend with as a peopeopleple
and as individuals and rishisit is some-thing

ome
we should constantly to bearbearinin

mind that god has sent us here and
givenjunto us a mission on the earth
not to accumulate riches not to be-
come worldly minded not to pile up

the things of thistills world which are
perishable to the injury of ourselves
or to our detriment in our progress
in the things of the kingdom of god
Is it right that we should take care
of ourselves asaa a people and
viduals certainly Is it right that
wegshould bobe prudent that we
should taketako care of those gifts and
blessings which god has given unto
us that we should husband our re-
sourcesJ that we should bobe economi-
cal and not extravagant certainly
thisthia is right tillsthis is proper we would
be culpable if we were not so but
with this there is anoaho something else
required and that is to keep con-
stantly in view that the management
and carecaro of these things is not the
object that god had in sending us
here that is not tilethe object of our
probation god liashas shown unto
this people repeatedly and there is
scarcesearcescarcelylyaniyanan individual member of
the Church that has not hadbad
ence in it that heile cuncancanavecangcunggiveve and he
can take away I1 havo in my mind
now many instances where men of
wealwealthth comparatively wealthy at
least havohave joined this church I1 and
it seemed as thoughC there wasvs a
succession of eventsevent after they join-
ed the church to deprive them of
all they hadllad to test their faith ap-
parentlypatentlyly but to show them that
god did not blvd men means for the
purpose of placing their affections
uponuron them and then after they
were stripped hellasheliashe lias in many in-
stances began to bless them again
and allowed them to have means in
greater abundancedancedanco than ever they
had before hohe has done so80 with
this people we have been stripped
of our property reduced to the last
extremity for food andandhorfor other
necessary comforts and yet god has
multiplied upon us those blessings
when hoHohashas sent us food and we
have had abundance butjut the hap-
piness of a people does not consist in
the abundance of worldly thingsI1
that is the abundance of
food or of raiment or of
houses carriages horses and
costly apparel it is true that if we
are relieved from the pressure of
want if we have the wherewith to
supply our necessities we feel
better we feel a relief that
we do not feel when ground down byprp r zuoda acs rac anj

dependent upon these circum-
stancesataattancesauces as doubtless many of my
brethren and sisters have proved I1
have proved itself to my entire sat-
isfactionis I1 have been in reduced
circumstances been on missions
when I1 did not know where to get a
mouthful to eat turned away by the
people who dare not entertain me
because of thothe angerauger that was kin-
dled against us I1 could standstandbyby
and weep being a boy and away
fram all my frienfriendsds but I1 never-
thelesstheless was happy I1 never enjoyed
myself in my life as I1 did thenthin 1
know that happiness doesdoea not con-
sist in the possession of worldly
things still it is a great relief when
peoplec can have thetho means neces-
sary for the support of themselves
and families it these
things and the spirit of god with
themthein they aretaxe blessed but the
lord requirerequires of us dladiabrenthrent things
ininthisthis daytowday to whathatliebatIlehe did in an-
cientchent days I1 often think of it

there alsala a great deal of inequalityequalityin
amontamong us as a people not so great as
described by the writer in the book
of alma but still there is a great
deal of inequality among ugus a great
deal of pride and more disunion
than there should be ThIs people
are not united AS they should be
there are many things existing
among ugus that should betoo uprooted
and gotnotnot have an existence in our
mid t and what iq the reason that
these things exist the reason is to
bobe

i
found in our neglect of the prin-

ciplesclplespies we have espoused thothe lordrequires all his people in these days
to ninbringtin unto him a bacri fleoflee in
olden times before the coming of the
lord jesus we read in the bible
that the people brought their offer-
ingsn s otof oxen of sheep of fowls of
various kinds thesethose were burnt
offerings they were sacrifices theblood of animals
of the people apparently were remitremits
ted by their oliedobediencelence to these re-
quirementsquirements but the lord has said
respecting us that the offering heile
requires at our hands is a brokenbrokon
heart and a contrite spirit let me
ask you and in asking you
I1 ask myself do you when
you go unto the lord bring this
0offeringITeringbring or do you go to god without
asking him in this spirit andin this
manner if you go to the lord wi
a broken heart and a contritecontrIto spirit
he will show to you aliair your fafaults
and all your weaknesses 3 he will
bring plainly before you whereinbrein you
have comocome short in doing his will
and when you see yourself jnin the

light of that spirit instead of being
filledmed withavith pride youYOM will feel to
abase yourselves and bring your-
selves down in the very dust of hu-
mility your own unworthiness will
be so plain before you that if pride
should come into your heart at any
time you will almost be shocked at
it and you will feel to put it away
from you it is in this wayvay that we
as latter day saints should live
there iaIs enough taught to uaus in the
bible in the book of mormon in
doctrine and covenants and by our
leaders from time to timelime to I1leadead
us into the presence of god our
heavenly fatherfattier we should be
the mostmoat humble people on the face
of the earth why because god
inill communicating to us the know-
ledge of our weakness and faults
will give us humility we should
be the mostmoat thankful people upon
theeartathe earth why because owing
to the abundance of godagods 1goodnessfodnessness
and mercy to us and realizingrealia ing it as
we should do itif will fillnil us with a
thankfulness that words could notlot
express ourone hearts would overflow
with extreme thankfulness to the
lord our god for the blessings that
we enjoy under these circumstan
ces should there bebeanyany murmuring
notarynot anyauy should we nindfind fault with
our condition and our circumstances
certainly not ifjr we are living tilethe
religion that god has revealed to us
should there be any quarrelling or
fault finding kono because where
the spirit of god exists there is no
dipositiondeposition of this character there
is a disposition to suffer wrong rath-
er than to do wrong not to revilerevlie
not to persecute not to assail back
when we are assalassailedled ifit a brother
comes up to me he iais in a bad tem-
per he says something that
is annoying and I1 lose my
tamper and reply in the
same spirit do I1 do right certain-
ly not however much the provo-
cation may be it is not my duty as a
latter day saint as a proaprofessedlessed folfoi
lower of jesus christ to indulge in
any sucheuch feeling or expression
well but one may ask have we to
submit to abuse yes that iaIs one of
thothe requirements of the gospel that
you shall submit to abuse have
we to submit to wrong yes if
somebody attemptsattempt4 to wrong you it
Isia your ddutyt as professedfessel followers ofyour 9 feto Ajesusasu christC r to submitub in I1 t to that
supposing I1 am struck must I1 sub-
mit to a blow yes I1 must or else
I1 am not carrying out the principles
of my religion well but suppose a
person teim falsehoods concerning
me assails me and reviles me must
I1 submit to this yes why
because the requirements otof the
gospel of the lord jesus christ are
that wowe should do so that we should
not quarrel that we should suffer
evil and wrong and pray for the per-
son who does these things to us
this is a hard lesson I1 know some
men would think their children
cowards unless they would fight
when they were struck they teach
their children to strike back when
struck to resent attacks upon them
then if one
other a liar the first thing wowe know
the man is knocked down and as a
result of training hohe would be con-
sidered unmanly if liehe did notnotrere-
sent the insult in this way I1 am
very glad however that a change
has taken place in this respect
there must be changes of this kind
among us ifafmana man forgets himselfso far as to call his brother a liar or
any other offensive name there
should be enough of the spirit ofgod and the spirit of patience and
the spirit of self respect leftleft in the
brother to bear the ininsultsultsuit without
resenting in the same spirit would
thianisIs make us pusillanimous would
this make us a people devoid of
spirit certainly not there is plenty
of room for the exercising cfallof nilall tilethespirit we have in coping with the
difficulties we have in lifeiffe without
exercising it in that manner with-out expending it lain senseless quar-
rels if we have this spirit to whichI1 have alluded this meek humble
broken and contrite spirit will itnot produce union yes it will it
will union and love
wish to say to all whomho are here to-
night that it Is the duty of every
man and woman in this church to
live at peace with him and herselfand then to live at peace with everoverevery-
body

y
elseeise husbands with Wwivesves viveswives

with husbands parents with children children with parents brothers
with sisters and sistersisters with broth-
ers this is duty that god re-
quires at our hands I1 am speakingapeakingahing
now of something that isig not antin ab-stract theory that cannot be car-
ried out I1 am speaking ofthatthab which can be carried out
everyeveryoneone of us can carry out and
ofbf rerunsresults that can be accomplished
in the midst of this people

the feelingfooling liashas grown upon meraeand ia19 growing upon mein e every da
1

that as a people wowe do not live up
our privileges we do not havethe

10

knowledge of the things of adgod thuhsiwe should have therethene is not thatamount of revelation enjoyed bytj nthat there should be the gitto
U

the spirit are not manifest to the
of

tent theyther should be Is there revere
ael

lation yesyea I1 know that andtestify of it are there gial
cm

there blessings enjoyed bybytherQJ
1

pie yes I1lamiamam convinced of it jthere manifestations of the goodno i

and the power of god among tatim
people I1 am satisfied that dheretethere sufsue
manifestations of this kind isick are healed the mind andy
of the lorlotlord Is corn munica ted to tepie
people but dfciait Is not to that extentthat it should be eonconconsideringconsidering orrour0

circumstances and consideringconsiderkithbithhelength of time the church iabhubhatemhabba
organized who Is there
conscious ofor this ask avyAN

each of you havohave I1 the knew 1

otof the things of god thail h
e

have does the spirit of wtgai
testimony to me and warn aetie mteachteaell me as it should dado 14
each one ask himself andt elmthis question now if texyeweealelllivejive
we should 1 therehere is no eventoffeven toftoft

y

importance that cccould
would have some intimation rap
ing we would be prepared for atJL

would be prepared forlor everyeveroyevent that affected us every ia
event everyoveryeverythingthin of th j A
that could occur to us tthatat fc

us in the I1leastt degreee ree NEwievie
known by us at ttheeriqvery timtiaI131 5spirit of god withit I1itsils I1mosi9
would say to us if
path there is danger ioufouyouryou mijimajk
your life you may with it

r
accident mothers would havelhayet

iteachings ofor the spirit reaped
t

their children and how to thightales
of them and fathers also respect
their families I1 am not taiktalk

wy

about something that is entirelye gi
yond our reach and is lmimpossible

so
us to receive I1 am hr
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something which is within thfhetheekis
I1

of allalia 11 of us to a greater or lesless iii
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ti
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ntent some are gifted in oneoden dnn intion and some in another eidiltblit
Q

who belong to this church fuifulaliwd tb-

t
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taken the course which godigge

litlihnut and ommimm lm uthemselvesemselves in 0obediencebedhedbucehuce to thether i
mandments ofgod and endear

d r
to carry out these commancommandingdm in
havellave this comise made unto 51

noot

that they villwill be taught of therthemthesthe S
ed
Fapppeif there iais one desire that liftas an individual greater A hitbanother it is that I1

to have thothe blegblezblessingsIng and newcatt
fj
gg90
fyou thisthia church this deop WIso live as to have the samsameer estt13not have thosethore gifts unless ambody else had them AcoptI1

learned in my life thatthat ottay yeveman is blebieblessedwedmed more than bhicls hetemptation comes in beand the adversary is apt to cluciu1
to him that he is so mumuc ththan his fellowmenfel ther go30wanted tomohavehae any reatreal orin I1the fjordizord I1 never have
do not think I1 ever shadjhajshaa US me
will not with my presediserie in I1
feeling to havehavehava thesethese mnj fort
would like somebody yea
them also I1 would not walwaian yea
the richest man in the cccomi weI1 would not want to bebbe con
gifted thothe most ej of tlostmost honored inill any tedtes molmoi
would want others tooto sharee dravdrai
blessings then I1 would B in c
fear concerning the effectec ianiit iiupon myself when I1 amliamiinM case
want to see the latterlavera beorbeet
blessed I1 want to see tbthere it i

receive thetilo10 gifts of omi root
joy them so that we shai 5 thil
increase and develop togtoge uli T
1 I1 noticed when I1iwaswas tuyymavaa watha
in the church that men wl
greatly gifted of the doolpool
many manifestations vierveer

I1 thetho
that apostatized with the u gemCEMvt
of the prophet joseph S plopio
every one was overthrowoveraver i ludeludoido
pose the reason of it was hg laill im01
were liftedhfredted up in pride anaadaan jovelevethehie adversary to take ad beavbeav
them I1 would ilkliklikeilkec velim
see these gifts and blebiebleses
plied among us and upon allaud
a people wowe should liaiiahayfi lieve
visions and manifee havehavo
spirit but there is oneon
wowe have all gotpot to by done
about and that isa this
elders inin my exexperienceperlenperien pie
they got their own
very much they in if vl
was the Spirspirititolot told I1

tinlinin some insfa thetho 0
between IV66 sugva
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of their own spirit

1

andid weythe faca
ththe spiritespirit of god g giverriver
itself to be able tto TC dorndora
which suggests faeyfaed to our
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hearts and that which comes cl


