A48

DISCOURSE

By President BRIGHAM X OUNG, De-
livered in the Tabernacle, Ogden City,
Sunday Afternoon, May
26, 1872.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I AM bappy for the privilege of standing J
baefore this congregation and speaking to
them., I am thankful to see the spirit that
is manifested by the people to inquire after
the truth, to learn the way of life, I rejoice
tn see the disposition manifested by the
Latter-day Saints to attend places of worw
ship. But this is a small part of our faith.
I wish to say to the Latter-day Saints that
the gospel of life and salvation is the best
institution that we, as mortal beings, can
invést in. Go into the financial circles of
the world, and you wtll find men gather
together and project their plans for busis
ness, for rallroads, for ship companies, for
merchandizing, and various other pursuits,
You will seethose engaged in these com-
pauies associate together, confar with each
other, lay their plans before each other
investigate them, scan every branch, an
every part and particle of their business,
Waeare engaged in a higher-toned branch
of business than any merchants or railroad |
men, or any iostitution of an earthly
nature, and it is pleasing to see the Latter-
day Saints meet tozether Lo talk over this
matter, and to learn the course they should

ursue to gain the objeet of their pursuit,
i‘f an inquiry arises in any of your minds
with regard to this, I will answer it by say-
ing that we are in pursuit of all there is be-
fore us—life, light, wealth, intelligence, all
that can be possessed on the earth by
morfal man, and then in a higher state,
where there will be a more perfect develx
opment of the smattering of knowledge
that we receive here, and all that can be
enjoyed by intelligent balgga in the celes-
tlal kingdoms of our God., Is this our
object? Certainly it is, Wae are not in the
same attilude that the people were a few
thousand years ago: they were depending
on the propheét or prophets, or on having
immediate revelation for themselves to
know the will of the Lord, without the
record of their predecessors, while we have
the records of those who have lived before
us, also the testimony of the Holy Spirit
and, to the satisfaction of all who desire a |
testimony, we can turn to this book and
read that which we believe, learn the ob-
ject of our pursuit, the end that we expect
to accomplish, the end of'the race as far as
mortality is eoncerned, and the fullness of
the glory that is beyond this vale of tears;
consequently we have the advantage of
those who lived before ns. We are in pur-
suit of knowledge; and when you meet to-
gother, if you have a word of prophecy, a
dream, & vision, or a word of wisdom,
impart the same to the people.

Let me ask you, my brethren and sisters,
Do you want wealth? If you do, do not
be ina burry. Do you want the riches per-
taining to this world? Yes, we acknow-
le ge we do, Then, be calm, contented,
composad; keep your pulses correct, do
not letthem get up to a hundred ana twen-
ty, but keep them as nigh as you can,
ranging from seventy to seventy-six; and
when there 18 an appointment for a meet~
ing, be sure to attend that meeting. If
thereis to be atwo-days' meeting in Ogden,
coms to it; spend the time heéere and learn
what is going on. Watch close, hear every
word that is spoken,let every heart be lifted
to God for wisdom, and Know and un-
derstand every word of prophecy, every

revelation that may be given, every
counsel that may be presented to
the people, that you may be

able to weigh, measure, comprehend and
decide between that which is of God and
that  which is not ‘of God. Re-
fuse the evil, learn wisdom, and grow in
grace snd in the knowledge of the trath.
If there i8 a meeting appointed for the
Seventies, let them come together, and let
no man say ‘‘Iam ina hurry in my work,
and have not time to attend.” Every man
that belongs to these quorums should be
on hand at the time appointed, and not
say, ‘‘I will work to the last minute, before
I start for the meeting.’’ Take time, pre-
pare vourselves, be at the place of gather-
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ing around among the Latter-day Saints I
will ask, How many are there who have
been taken from cellars, from pits under~
ground, or from their little rooms where
one pound, or five dollars, would buy
everything they possessed on the face of
the earth, and brought to this country and
taught how to plant their petatoes, beans,
beets, carrots, how to raise their cusumbers
and squashes, their corn and their wheat,
how to milk a cow, feed a calf, take care of
the chickens; how to build a pig pen and
Eutl pig in it; to take the offals of the

ouse and give to the pig, and how to
raise a calfor a colt, experience they never
had before in their lives? Yet they have
learned this economy, and sonie of them,
1 am sorry to say, lift their heel against the
Almighty and his ancinted. I am happy
to say, however, that the large percantage
of those who have been thus rescued from
poverty, and placed in circamstances of
comfort and independence, are still in the
faith, How many are there here to-day
who never owned a chicken or a pig,and
could not keep a cat because they had
nothing to feed one on, who now ride In
their wagons, have their carriages, horses,
fine harpess, fine stock of cows, and have
butter, milk, cheese and wool at their
command, and granaries full of wheat, and
their barps, if they have them, full of hay?
Do not the facts which present themselyes
before us, prove that this very desirable
change has taken place in the circumstan«
ces of many? Then come to meeting. Ap-
Eoint your meal;ingu, elders, and call the
Saints together and instruct them in the
things of the kingdom of God, We have
missionaries that are traveling through
our settlements,and no people need preach-
ing more than the Latter-day Saints. They
know the way, but they are forgetful, and
they want somebody or other to come
along and holloa to them, and say, com-
E&rnt.ively, “] will warm your ears, my

dy; “Brother, I will warm your ears,”
“Wake up!” “Whaf, are you doing? Are

ou after this mine? Are you after that

b? Are you after that piece of work?
Did you pray in your family this moerning?”’
“No,” “Why?” *I was in too much of a
hurry.” Stop! Wait! When you get up in
the morning, before you suffer yourselves
to eat one mouthfal of food, call your wives
and children ther, bow down before
the Liord, ask him to forgive your sins,and
protect you through the day, to preserve
you from temptation and all evil, to guide
your steps arighkt, that you may do some-
thing that day that shall be beneficial Lo
the kingdom of God on the earth, Havye
you time to do this? Elders, sisters, have
you time to pray? This is the counsel I
have for the Latter-day Saints to day.
Stop, do not be in a hurry. I donot know
that I could find aman in our community
but what wishes wealth, would like to
have everything in his possession that
would conduce to his comfort and conven-
ience. Do you Enow how to get it?

“Well,” replies one, *if I do not, I wish I |

did; but I do not seem to be exactly fortu-
nate, fortune is somewhat against me.” I

will tell you the reason of this—you are in
too much ofa burry; you donot go to
meeting enough, you do not pray enough,
you do not read the Scriptures enough,
you do noc meditate enough, you are all
the time on the wing, and in such a hurry
that you do pot know what to do first.
This is not the way to get rich. I merely
use the term “rioch” to lead the mind along,
antil we obtain eternal riches in the ccles-
tial kingdom of God. Here we wish for
riches in a comparative séense, we wish for
the ecomforts of life. If we desire thém let
us take a course to get them, Let me re-
duce this to a simple saying—one of the
most simple and homely that can be used—
“Keep vour dish right side up,’” so that
when the shower o Earrtdge does come
you can catch yourdish full,

Iam not going into the details, to in-
struct my brethren particularly how to get
wealth; but in the first place, do not be in
a harry. .
mark. Do you want your house neatand
ciean? Do you want to keep your children
neat and clean? Do you wish to see every
portion of your dwelling, from the csllar
to the garret, from the woodhouse to the
parlor, neat and clean? Certainly, every
sister wishes this;then do not lra in a
hurry. 1 shall tell you alitile circamstance
that occurred some eighleen years ago,

g promptly, to the minute, that you may
hear the first word, then you will hear
every word that is spoken and every
counsel that is given,

If there is a bishop's meeting, let ever
bishop, priest, feacher and deacon attend,
and no wan among thewm say, ‘I must go |
and water my gra.tn;” “‘cut my hay,” or|
“orather my harvest;” but attend the meet~
ing, sit until it is out and bhear

every word, Ifyoun have to speak, speak; |8

if youare to hear only, hear every word
that is said, Ifthere is a prayer mesting
appointed, go to that prayer meeting; go to
the ward meetings, attend every meeting
that is appointed. I am telling you this,
g0 that you can get rich.

I will say to the Latter-day Saints, there
can not that community be found on the!
face of the whole earth that, as & commu-
nity, is as well off as we are here in these
mountains, There are more women and
children, with their husbands and fathers,
sleep under their own roof in the midst of
the Latter=day Saints than in any other
community on the face of this earth, in
civilization; and less women and children
go without food and clothing than in any
other community in Christendom, Looks

when we had been on a wvisit to the In-
dians. We had reached Farmington, on
our way home, and stopped at a certain
house. I think there were twelve of us in
company. Ouriteams were taken care of,
Wken I alighted from my carriage, I look-
ed at my watch, and we went in, sat down,
and chatted with the master of the house,
while his wife prepared dinner for us, 1
noticed this lady. She whispered to a little
irl to take hér baby vut of deors and amuse
it; then, when her baby was out of the way,
she mcoved about without the least noise;
not a word was heard from her, She
brought everything she needed from the
buttery and cellar, to the kitchen, where
she spread her table, and she mixed and
baked her bread, cooked her fruit and
meat, and from the time we alighted
from the carriage until she came and
whispered in the ear of her husbanrd,
“Dinner is ready,” it was just fifty-five
minutes., Said I to myself, “There is a
housekeeper.” . I could not help but see
this; every time she walked back and forth
she accomplished a certain amount of bus-

iness, I saw this, and was gratiied. Now |

gisters, yon may do likewise, il you are
not in too big a hurry., Instead of shout-

| ground when you walk, when

June O

ing: “Saliy, where’s the dishecloth ?’’ *'Sus
san, where's the broom ?"” or, '"*"Nancy,
bave you seen the holder? 1 want the
holder,” be calm and composed; you are
in too much of a hurry. Hold on, be easy,
never let your mnervous system rise
above your judgment and the collection of
your thoughts, and have a place for every-
thing, and everything in its place. Let
j-nurjudgmanl; be master, and when you
start to do a thing, you will know exactly
what you want to do. I have seen bun-
dreds of ladies fly to the cupboard, and
then say, “Well, now, I declare I don’t
know what I came for,”” They wers in too
much of a hurry, It is just so with men,
I see them through the world, I have
watched their progress for many years,
and I see that many of them are too much
in a burry. If we are not in too much of
a hurry we can attend these two-days’
meetings, and talk to each other, Are you
full of faith ? You can tell whether I am or
not by looking at me, You can tell
whether the brethren who have been
speaking to you are full of faith in the
gospel by the look of their countenances,
You can see this if there is nota werd spo-
ken; we can tell, by our feelings when we
look at a congregation whether they have
faith or not. I see there is a great amount
of faith in the midst of the Latter~day
Saints, and I wish there was a little more
patience and obedience. Perhaps I have
said enough with regard to these meetings.
E'ders, appoint your meetings, and invite
the people to come to them, I want, now,
t0 go to olther matters.

I will tell you, my brethren, my own
feelings with regard to the cooduaet of the
Latter-day Saints. Ino the first place, I
will say that we are governed aud controll-
ed too much by the feelings and fashions
of the world. We lust after the leeks and
onions; we yield ourselves to the spirit of
the world too much., You will excuse me,
for I must say a few words with regard to
this, It'istrue weare bound, and it seems
that men’s bounds are set by each other,
more or less. If I, for instance, were to
have acoat made to suit my own taste, I do
not know any of my family, and perhaps
my friends, and especially the tailors, mer-
chants and business men, but what would
eay “You are an oddity,” and they would
think, **You are not fit for society, because
you do not fashion and pattern after oth-
ers,” 1 commence here, you know, at
myself, Well, I will say that I am bound,
[ ean not accomplish my own wishes in
these things altogether, Perhaps others
¢can not, g0 to a tailor and say, *'I have
a piece of cloth, and I want you to make
me a Goat.,” He cuts that coat to suit him-
self. I donot see a fashion that suits me,
What use or comeliness is there in putting
the legs of the pantaloons on my coat?” |
Well, perbaps the tailor will be a little
moderate, aud will cut it .down considera-
bly; out’if I were my own tailor 1 certainly
should leave off-what shall we call them?
““Bustles.” ““Grecian Bends,” or what shall
we call them? Though these coat sleeves
are not exactly like the sleeves of the
frocks or dresses worn by the ladies forty
or fifiy years ago, which they used to call
mutton-legged sleeves, shaped just like
the ham of a mutton. I recollect there
used to be considerable said abeut them.
Sometimes a paper would come ount and
tell of the wreck of a ship, on bosrd of
which were a bhundred and fifty passen-
gers; but, they would say, “Thanks be to
kind Providence, the ladies took all the
male passengers into the sleeves of their

| dresses,and went ashore.'’ Such narrations

as these, you know, were only meant as a
satire upon the fashions of the day. Now
I am eoming right to the point, and I wish
to say tosome of my sisters, not to all,
that if I were my own tailor, 1 should ecut
my own coat to suit myseif, » “What would
be your fashion™ says one? 1 will tell
you, I have a coat here which you ecan
see; if I were to take hold of a swillpail
this part of the skirt must drop in; an if I

I make that as a genseral re~ | tcok bold of a milkpail I must take the!

coat around by the other end, and hold it,
or else it is in the milk. I see no eonven-
jence or beauty in it. That which is con~
venient should be beautiful; and I want
my coat cut so that when 1 lift a pail of
water, ora milk orswill pail the skirts shall
not flh into it; and so with the pockets, I
would haye them convenient. 1 I were a
lady and had a piece of cloth to make me a
dress, 1 would cut it so as to cover my per-
son handsomely and neatly; and whether
it was cut according to the fashion, or not,
custom would soon make it beaatiful, I
would not have eighteen or twenty yards
to drag bebind me, so that if I bhad to tarn
round I would have to pick up my dress
and throw it after me, or, just as a cow
does when she Kicks over the milk pail,
throw out one foot to kick the dress out of
the way. That is not becoming, beautiful
or convenient; all such fashions are incons
venient. Take that cloth and cut you a
sgkirt that will be modest and neat; that
does not drag in the dirt, nor show your
garters; but eut it so that it will clear the
you are
pa:sing over the floor it will not drag
everything on the floor, or in the street as
you pass along. Put enougn into the skirt
to look well, and if we are to go into par-
tioulars, of course, we would have to say,
we must use enough to cover the person,
I do nat expect mother Eve even did this.
We could relate some little incidents of our
past experience, that perhaps would not en-
tertain the ple, and siill,-perhaps, they
might learn something from them. For in-

able for a lady to wear, perhaps, iwelve
yards in the sKkirt of ber dress, but when it
came to the waist, I guess three-quarters of
a yard would bave been enough. I will
relate a circumstance of whien I heard,
that took place in the metropolis of our
country. A gentleman, a stranger, was
invited to a grand dinner parry there.
The ladies, of course, were dressed in the
height of fashion, their trails dragging be-
hind them, and their —— well, I suppose
their was a band over the shonlder to the
waist, but 1 do not recoliect whether the
gentleman said there was or not; but one
gentleman present, who knew this gentle-
man was a stranger, said to him, with all
the loveliness and elegance in his heart
that one counld imsagine: **Is not this beau-
tiful? Did. vou ever see the like of this?”’
“No gir,” said the party questioned, *‘never
since I wis weaned.” Waell, all this, you
kunow, is custom and fashion.

Now, I wish to say to my sisters, If you
will be just a little more moderate, I
should like it very much., Some of you,
and especially the young sisters, may =ay,
“Why, Brother Brigham, how do your
daughters dress?” I willsay, to my shame,
many of them, and many do not.  Then I
must have agreat many, forif I have many
that do and many that do not, that will
amount to a great many. But I guess I
will let it go. Some of them are modest,deli-
cate,neatand look beautiful,and do not want
twenty-four yards for a dress, nor seven-
teen. But this is uneomely, uncouth and
illlooking, What shall I ecall it? A
camel’s back? You will say they go from
the lady to the camel, and from the camel
to the lady, and so on and so forth. Thesy
are called, I believe, “Grecian Bends,”” bnt
I donot think this term is exactly proper,
Are they comely in appearance? No, they
are not. Then I should like my daughters
and my sisters to lay them aside. Thoy
should dress neatly and comely, and to suit
themselves, but not to suit anybody else,
We have the ability to tell what looks
well, just a8 well as anybody elese.
We need not go to New York, London,

‘or PParis to tell whether a coat looks well

if it has a collar balf an inch wide. Do yon
recollect when eollars were nnt more than
that? I do, and I reeollect when they were
about six or seven inches in width, Now
we need not go to Paris to ask them
whether a coat looks just right with a half
inch or a five inch eollar; weare the judges,
and can decide that just as well asanybody
else on the fice of the earth, I would not
swap my eyes with any living person for
beauty and comeliness. 1 would rather
trust to my eyes for beauty, excellency
and comeliness in dress, than any other
person’s eyes 1 know of, We should be
our own judges. This, I say, to my sis.
ters. Pause, reflect, look at the facts in
the case as regards the folly and expense
of fashion, Take the people of this city,
and, il you ean, form a correct estimate of
the cost aof the useless articles they wear.
(I think I brought this subject
up & year ago this sumumer,
when here.) Just take these useless ar-
ticles that do no good to the body of the
persons who use them, aud we would find
that the means expended in their purchase
would enable wus to relieve many poeor,
suffering, distressed creatures abroad in
the nations of the earth, and bring them
here and put thewn in a situation in which
they would be healthy, wealthy and happy.
If we make a calculation on this subject we
shall find that the waste of the Latter-day
Saints is immenss, There is a little town,
south of here,the ladies of which~the ¥, M,
R. Society, took it into their minds, along
ia the latter nart of the winter, when we
commenced ecalling upon thé people to
assist the emigration of the poor this sum-
mer, to give the eggs that their hens laid
on Sunday. Ifthey did notserve the Lord
themselves Lhey resolved to make their
hens do it one-seventh of the time; and
over a month ago I heard they had raised
by this method about eight hundred dol-
lars, 'Would they miss this? No, they
could do without these eggs very well,
Suppose the ladies of Osden, who, on ac-
count of the many ribbons and needless
articles they require, are unable to give
anything else they have, should give one-
seventh part of the services of their fowls
to the bringing of the poor here! " '1If Ogden
had commenced this last January, thou-
sands and thousands of dollars might bave
been raised by this time. Can vou think
of such a trifling thing as this? Suppose
that every man who practices the disgust-
ing ‘habit, says to hiwself, “T will stop
eating tobacco, and the means I spend in
bayingit I will give to emigrate the poor;”
or, that, *“what I pay out for liquor 1 wil}

ive to emigrate the poor;,” and each of the
adies says, “What money I pay out for
my teaor coffee” (and tobacco, Hquor, tea
and coffee are four very useless articles)
“I will give to emigrate the poor,” how
much could be saved, do you think, in this
little commmunity? Go to the stores, and
ask them how much tobacco they have
sold for twelve months past. Take these
little retail stores, and then go into the
rotail departmeénts of the wholesale stores,
and we shoula find, in this little town, I
will ensure, that within the twelvemonths
past, more than twelve, yes twenty,
thousand dollars have been paid for tos
baceo; and I will say ten or twelve, and
perhaps twenty, thousand more for
liquor; and then I will say twenty-five or
thirty thousand more for tea or coffee, and
[ guess I could go up to forty thousard
dollars,right hére in Ogden, It isimmense,

stance, in some circles it has been fashien-

the people have no idea of it, unless they

w



