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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

The Jeruealem confererce will be
walched with great interest, for ahould
the pope tucceed in uniting under bin
acepter those varioue churches he will
obtain an i1 fluence in the vast Turk-
ish empire, which may perbape hasten
the day of its downfall Ip the Edst.

RESULT OF AN OVERSIGHT.

Whut wae once known ss Russinn

America and now as Aleska, to-,
gether with the Aleutinn 18-
lande, was ceded 1o the United
States by LtI'® great white czar]

on the 20tb of June, 1887. It was not
& present to ue nor wae it & ewapor
any aimilar transaction, but a atraight-
out, clen p-0ut purobhsee, the consivera-
tlon being $7,200,000 apot cash, which
wne banded to his Muscovite majesty
or his  mtiopal treasurer (same thing
in effect) in glitterlog gold coin. The!

deed was of the warraoty pat-’
tern wherehy title was sffirmed
and and property opmesed over,
There are Hl4,700 square miles

of it altogether and as it Is mwinly
quite productive one way and another

and has paid our government fuily five
percent a yesr on the investment, it
wnay 8 very fine speculation for
ue., But we didp’t really kpow.
how much or bhow little we
were getting at the time, save and ex-
cept the goil with Wia le' ements,
uppurtenapces And hereditamentn
thereunto helongin. or in apywise ap-!
pertaining, together wilh ss many
peals ag might perennially hibernale
pear the shores thereo!. ‘['he islande
spoken of resemhble somewhat, on the’
map, Astring of link sausages aud come
very near Javdiocking the vast body of
whler known a8 Bering dea lylng bLe-
tween them and the malpiand, so that
whether gur reepected Uncle Bamue)
controls the whole of thal sea hecause
of the enclosure aforessid or merely
holde sway over the usual three miiles
ench way as provided by internatlonal
law, or any other nmount less than the
wholi—lethe gquestion.

The NEws bas repeatedly
given warning that it ia of the utmost
lmportance to leave nothing to impli-
cution or underalanding In & tranaac-
tlon of cowsequence; thiat -is. nothing:
but the words thvmrelvee, rome of
which by ressonof Jifterent meanings
attagchfog to them and  varla-
tione'becavse of gramyos tical structure
should he selected with the greatest'
care.and in some caseps supported with
other words hnving a rimilar menning.
It ie'better that we bave redundanpcy
and lterationtban that we omit any-
thing'by remron of which something
desired and conceded 18 not ex pressed,
The *‘shott form” of dJeed provided

by the Utah statutes 18 as good
ap any for ordinary transactions
wherein tne amount Involved i»
not conelderable, wnd even in

some olbers such form may (o as
well ds any; but it would not All the
bill or even c¢omMedew Lo o such a
thing f the deal were fur a thousand!
acres variously improved and {rreyular
in location apd value bhut nltogether
worth eay a milljon vr mere. And po|
lawyer or muan of affairs weuld either’
draw, offer or take such a deed. But
the U nited Btates must have accepted

one of that nature when it gerfected
the -dicker with Ruesla—nnd it was

buyiog ap empire, too, In all respeots
Aave population!

Now, we cap all neethat great men
sometimes make mistakes which thowse
who are not so great would mot make
at all, The work of some of the
most profound and thoroughly
experienced lawyers can be npd often-
times is dlagnosed,dissected and picked

to pleces hy as bumhble a person
ss an edltor who mry work a
whole year or more for what the

law yer gets for the one job which the
edllor knocks into emitbereens! And
the mearures lIotroduced, supported
and carried through hy congresses and
legielatures {always eXcepting the
Utah law-makers) are guite frequently
shown to be bad in various degrees
running from technically to fatally,
hy limbs of the law qulle young in the

rofession. Bo with tbal Alaska desl.
[‘t. was engineered hy William H.
Seward, ove of the greatest of our
ststesmen aad purest of our pybli¢ men,
with the approval avd endersement
of couree ¢f the

the time, and 8 gocd one. Bul we,
fancy we could shut our eyes and yo
10 8 Jaw office out «f several equally
good in 8Balt Liake, where the deed. for]
the tranpaction would have been more
carefully drawn wod the possibility of
controverasy thegeaftsr hy reason of
the terms employed have been reduced
more nearly tos minimum.

Just see the result of 11! Or perhaps
it wouid be belter to eny ope of the
resulie, for there have been several,
but the arbitralion cnmmission in
seeslon ut Paris la the greatest. ‘It hax
beed going on fur peveral moothe now,
and the hope st first entertained that
our widdle-aged people at least would
kpow before they died whether Berivg’
sea I8 ours exclusively or the
world’s generally, grows faloter apnce.
Mr. Webster, representing QGrent
Britain, new has'the floor a0d agts as
though bhe Iintended Lo keep it, for
he took possesslob wseveral weeks ago
and seems to have but tairly started,
Next to making hiunders lo & big
agreement, the paying of Inwyers §10i
8 Jay 8aDd expepses to run & legul
job througi 8 about the most injudj-
civus toing of the kind we can think,
of, for Lhey not only prolong the pro:
ceedingp upwarrantsably sa It seeme to’
the unipitisted, but take long recesees’
and observe holigeys with religious,
exnctners, with thelr pey going on
juet the pume, Anpd allthe lalk really’
copining no more In substance avd
point than we have here stated in
ahout s colum:, [t would bave heena
great economy it the macter of words
if & few more uf them had been em-
ployed in thul deed.

PRESIDENTS' WIVES.

For some reason or ¢ther Mra. Cleve-
Jand?e movemnents attruct # good des)

of wilention nowadaye, From ber
tirat introuuction to the pnhlic she han
ulways commanded attention and re-
spect, but not ae & geperal thling quile
80 wuch as now. Perhaps afew weeks
more will teljus why, butin the mean-
time let us not aoticipaie. We can
tor the ponce, in order that we may
not become po un-Americap as to let
gonsip regaruiy g the President’s family
cense nltogether, vevote a little ntten-
tion to other Presidents’ wives and

permit Mra, Cleveland to enjoy to the
fullest her seclurion at Buzzard’s Bay,

QOpe of the Presidente—James Bu-
chanan—never married and {s there-
tore of no further Interest in this con-
nection. Three of the firat Presidents
married widows, The wife of John
Quincy Adame, who received her
eduoation io England, 1s sald to have
created a greateeneation in the nation’s
capital. The wife of Martin Van
Buren, Hannah Hoces, lived but a
short time after her marriage, dying
about seventeen years before ber hus-
bapy’a etection to the Presidency
President Tyler’s second wile was
an ardent Romam Cathoille, spd
Mra. Poik way a calm-man-
peredd Preshyterian. Mra. Fillmore
bad heen ] school teacher,
and the courtship wae carried on
under diffloulties, s ihe lover could
rarely afford the expenege of a journey
to visit his fiancee, Mrs. Franklio
- Pierce was the devout daughter of a

clergvman and made the White

ndministratioc—"; House a center for charitable and re-
Andrew Jobnson belng President atjliglous enterprises.
| Presidential widows living—Mre, Fill-

There are three

more, Mrs. Grant and Mre. Garfleld.
The only Hving ex-President 18 Ben-
jemin Harrison and he has heen
wldower nearly a year,

SCIENCE NEVER STOPS.

This is the century of hig undertak-
ipgs and vast achievements in the
realm of practical science and en-
gineering. The trane-Atlantio cable,
the trape-continental rallway, the Suez
canal, surely make glory epough for
one age, even lhough that same age
must acknowledge to an unfinlshed
Panama canal and a stlll {imaginary
tunpnel under-the Ebpgllsh channel.
These are confidently belteved to he
only deterred, however, not abhandoned
as impracticable; and to them, as an

instance of the Jestleseness of
genfus and the daripg of ne-
curate engineering, msy nDoOw be

added a third gravd project which
the close of the century ia expected to
ree well under way. eallude to the
proposition to bridge the Borphorus—
a pgheme concerning which a coprerv-
ative Engiish mechanicul journal, the
London Jron, saye: *Constsntinople
is aunther seaport where the construc-
tion of a gigantio bridge has long been
prujected, with the view of conpecting
Eutopean Turkey with Asia Minor by
rajl. The latest scheme proposes thut
the struclure should span the Bospborus
a little to the esst of the metropclls,
approximntely mtdway betweep the
(Golden Horn aud the weslern ex-
tremity of the Rlack pea. Al
this point the stralt Dnarrows gon-
sidersbly, but even there the passage-
way would require to he some 28660
meters long, or nearly the length « fthe
Yorth bridge. In this cuse the Adri-
anoj le railway would branch off to the
west of Coostantinople, f llow the
Bosphorus 1n its easterly course, cross
tne sirait, and continwe on v way to
Bagdad and the Euphrates valley.””

With this vislov tulfilled und the
Russian (raps-Biberian line completed,
there would remain but the c¢onbect-
fog linke aucross Berlpg etralts to
Alaska and from Gibraltar acroes to
Atrica to provide thiz little globe of
ours with as complete a gird ing of
hande of steel us could well be desired,

e ——



