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been considerably increased and
upon this condition being reached
the minister deemed that the effec-
tive military force of the republic
hadbad been increased fifty per cent

this of course allayed any ten-
dency to excitement and we doubt
not there were those beyond the
rhine who were disposed to laugh
at themselves for permitting any
other feeling than that of amuse-
ment at the ministers system of
computation to take possession of
them and yet as we look at it the
explanation makes the matter
much more serious than if
the original statement had
been permitted to remain with-
out qualification an actual increase
in the war footing of the french
army from two million to three
million men would mean that the
greater part of the extra number
were recruits of less experience and
more immature conditions generally
while the lengthening out of the

of men chosen for such
work because of their fitness or eex-
perience

x
perience and the first figure is the
full french strength of that class
means the equivalent in numbers
and more than that in efficiency of
a million new men

in either case the situation is
ominous enough the world has
never since the day the persian
hordes were hurled against thetha
handful of spartansspartanoSpartans at thermopylae
beheld any such army as the french
nation could now put into the
field in the twinkling of an eye so
to speak and these are all disci-
plinedplin edmoremore or less capable of en-
during hardships thoroughly loyal
to france and immovable in their
determination to wipe out the series
of disgraces which began at woerth
and culminated at paris in 1871 de

statement therefore in
this light ceases to present any of
the features of a bon mot and as
bumes those of a statement which
is full of significance for all the
powers of europe

now that boulanger is in perpe-
tual exile and all his hopes are for-
ever crushed it might as well liebe
said that much if not most of the
credit for the present efficient and
powerful military system of france
is due to him As minister of war
he effectedeffect a thorough reorganiza-
tion of and infused a renewed
morale into the army it cashiswas his
boast that within twenty four hours
after being called upon even the
most remoterei ote of the corps would be
in the field fully equipped for pro-
tracted service and headed for the
frontier if he told the truth and
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it now seems that he did france
leads the world in preparation and
ability to go to war on short notice

WE LEAD ILLINOIS

OTTAWA illinois is rejoicing
over having the first electric carscare
operaoperated in that state an informal
opening took place oron the

aust and was celebrated
with an excursion by prominent
citizens the announcement says
the electric system means a great
deal for that town which has in
creacreased in population five hundred
this year

utah thus seems to be ahead of
illinois and salt lake of ottawa in
the matter of this great improve-
ment although the formal open-
ing of our electric system did not
take place till the dinst

the parscars had been making expertexperi-
mental trips with a few people on
board on each occasion for a week
previous the system will soon
gridiron the entire city and super-
sede all other methods of cheap con-
veyance here

STILL ANOTHER WEAPON

A NEW repeating rifle described
as a marvel of ingenuity hagbag
been submitted to the belgian
government by a soldier with an
inventive turn of mind known as
lieutenant marva he seems to
have devoted considerable time and
attention and has doubtless lost
much sleep in his efforts to perfect a
destroyer that would kill faster than
anything else yet presented for
public favor and the chances are
that he has succeeded the gun is
aldaid to be a wonder in its way

being among other things very
simple it weighs only seven and a
fourth pounds and can be discharged
accurately as often as forty times in
sixty seconds and we suppose at
random it could be turned
loose at the rate of at least one per
second by one who knows how to
handle such weapons each of the
cartridges carries thirty two and a
half grains of powder and is so con-
structedActedted that it cannot explode dur-
ing the process of loading

the anjouannouncement comes like so
much surplusage that doubtless the
belgian government will adopt the
new weapon for the army of
course it will that is what the
gun was made betitbut it does not
appear that belgium will be made a
first class power or even recognized
as a power at all because of this ad-
dition to its munitions of war

no doubt the margmarga4
is all that is claimed
it but that will only cause
ersere to adopt it especially ifff inn v

competitive examination it
its superiority but that will nsf
cause the other nations to take
of it the quicker seselgium we
all at once be reduced to practical
the same footing that she now
Ppiesies she will have to learn if
does not already know that eveevenar
there were international
rights war would dissipate thab l
with as slight compunction as it doc
human life 1

THE UTAH WESTERN GOES

it seems that the right of Walt
will be secured by the utah WwestenaWeetena
along fourth west street to Nantal
north street in spite of the 0
tion that at one time appeappearedand i

formidable
if the majority of the people

hat vicinity have no objection wk
cannot seebee why any oaeajae else aboc
be hostile to the project the stal
on which the nownew road is to run 1
already occupied by a railroad
and it appears that john K

young the president of tt
road is willing 9 toato aid itt
such an arrangement as
bring auall the roads along one
nto a union depot this will
doubt be the ultimate ada
and will save a great deal of
able street space and much
inconvenience

the suggestion made by cou
le grand young to put a dopstop tl
the excessive and horrible
tivefive whwhistlingistling ththatat mmakesakes beak
night and day hidhideousbous tois a
one that wwwill be endorsed bya
suffering inhabitants of thewthe
part of the city and by itheechepulpu
generally

we are in favor of railroads
telegraphs and all kinds of eapexp
eions means of locomotion and
muniCamuni cationtiOu we hope this i

road to the lake wwillill be built
operated and become successfulsM
the other roads in which mr Yyc
is interested as they are all fkrfax

promise of benefit to utah
if they prove also of benefit to
we do not think any consistent
son will object

the two competing lines
have through this
are not harmful to we
pie but the contrary more
are bound to come and thoad
have enterprise enough koputto putt
through should receive en
ment rather than opposition
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