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been e¢onsiderably increased, and

upon this condition being reached
the minister deemed that the effec-
tive military force of the republic
had been increased fifty per cent.

This, of course, allayed any ten-

deucy to excitement, and we doubt
not there were those beyond the
Rhine who were disposed to laugh
at themselves for permitting any
other feeling than that of amuse-
ment at the minister’s system of
computation to take possession of
them. And yet, as we look at it, the
explanation makes the matber
much more serious than if
the  original statement  had
been permitted to remain with-
out qualification. A nactual increase
in the war footing of the French
army from twe million to three
million men would mean that the
grearer part of the ex‘ra number
wete recruits of less experience and
more immature conditions generally;
while the lengthening outof the
ferms of men closeu for such
work because of their fitness or ex-
perience— and the first figure is the
full French strength of that class—
means the equivalent in numbers
and more than that in efficiency of
a million new men.

In either case the situation is
ominous enough. The world has
never, sinee the day the Persian
hordes were hurled against the
handful of 8partans at Thermopyle,
beheld any such army asthe Freuch
nation could now put into the
field in the twinkling of an e¢ye, so
to speak. And these are al] disei-
plined more or less, capable of en-
during hardships, thoroughly loyal
to France and immovable in their
determination to wipe cut the series
of disgraces which began at Woerth
and culminated at Parls in 1871. De
Freycinet’s statement, therefore, in
this light ceases to present any of
the features of a dor mof and ns-
sumes those of a statement which
is full of significarce for gll the
powers of Europe.

Now that Boulanger is in perpe-
tual exile and all his hopes are for-
ever ¢rushed, it might as well be
said that much if not most of the
credit for the prescnt efficient and
powerful military systein of France
is due to him. As Minister of War
he eflected a thorougl reorganiza-
tlon of and infused a renewed
morale into the army. It was his
boasgt that within twenty-four hours
after being ecalled upon, even the
most remote of the corps would be
in the field fully equipped for pro-
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it now seems that he did, France
leads the world in preparation and
ability fo go to war on short notice.

WE LEAD ILLINOIS.
Orrawa, Ilinois, is rejoicing

over having the first electric ears
operated in that State. An informal
opening took place on the
15th  inst.,, and wna celebrated
with an excursion by prominent
citizens. The announcement says
the electric system means a great
deal for that fown, which has in-
creased in population five hundred
thig year.

Utah thus seems to be ahead of
Illinois and Balt Lake of Ottawa in
the matter of this great improve-
ment. Although the formal open-
ing of our electric system did not
take place till the 168th inst..
the cars had been making experl-
mental trips, with a few people on
board on each oceasion, for a week
previous. The system will soon
gridiron the entire city and super-
sede all other methods of cheap con-
veyance here.

-—

STILL. ANOTHER WEAPON.

A NEw repeating rifle, described
ag a ‘“‘“marvel of ingenuity,’”” hag
been submitted to the Belgian
government by a soldier with an
inventive turn of mind knowu as
Lieutenant Marva. He seems to
have devoled considerable time and
attention and has doubtless lost
much sleep in his eflorts to perfect a
destroyer that would kill faster than
anything else yet presented for
public favor, and the chances are
that he has succeeded. The gun is
~aid to be a wonder in ils way,
being among other things very
simple. It weighsonly seven and a
fourth pounds, and can be discharged
accurately as often as forty times In
sixfy seconds, and we suppose at
random it could be f“turned
loose*” ab the rate of at least one per
second, by one who knows how to
handie such weapons. Each of the
cartridges carries thirty-two and a
half grains of powder, and is so con-
structed that it cannot explode dur-
ing the proeess of loading.

The announcement comes like go
much surplusage that *‘doubtless the
Belgian government will adopt the
pew weapon for the army.” Of
course it will. That is what the
gun was made far. But it does not
appear that Belgium will be made a
first-class power, or even recognized

tracted service and headed for the |asa power at all because of this ad-
frontier. If he told the truth, and ;ditfon to its munitions of war.

No doubt the Marga gun
is all that i3 e¢laimed for
it, but that will only cause oth-
ers to adopt it, especially if in a
competitive examinatton it proves
its superiority; but that will only
eause the other nations to take hold
of it the quicker, 8o Belgium would
all at once be reduced to practically
the same footing that she now oceu-
ples. Bhe will have to learn, if she
does not already know, that even if
there were international patent
rights, war would dissipute them
with as slight compunction as it does
human life,

————

THE UTAH WESTERN GOES.

It scems that the right of way
will he secured by the Utalh Western
along Feurth West Street to Ninth
Nortli Btreel, in spite of the opposi-
tion that at one time appeared so
formidable.

If the majority of the people in
hat vicinity have no objection, we
cannot see why auy vne elze should
be hostile to the project. The street
on which thie uew road is to run is
already occupied by a railroad track,

and it appears that John W.
Young, the President of . the
road, is willing ‘4o aid in
guclhi an arrangement as @ will

briug all the roads along one gtreet
nto a union depot.” This will no
doubt be the ultimate adjustment,
and will save a great deal of valu-
able slreel space and much publie
incouvenicnce.

The suggestion made by Councilor
Le Grand Young to put a stop to
the exeessive and horrible locomo-
tive whistling that niakes both
night and day hideous, is a good
one, that will be endorsed by the
suflering inhabitants of the western
part of the city and by the public
generally.

We areiu favor of railronds and
telegraphs, aud all kinds of expedi-
tions meang of locomotion and com-
munication. We hope this new
road to the Lake will be built and
operated and become successful, also
thie other roads in which Mr. Young
ig interested, as they are all full of
promise of benefit to Utah. And
if they prove alse of benefit to him,
we do not think any consistent per-
son will ohject.

The two competing lines we
have  through this Territory
are wnot harmful to the peo-

ple but the contrary. More lines
are bouud to come, and those who
have euterprise enough to put them
through should receive encourage-

ment rather than opposition, provid-



