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Ix affempting to” address you this
afternoon, my brethren and sisters, I
trust 1T shall "have the assistance of

your faith and ‘prayers, that 1 may be}

led to €peak upon those principles that
are adapted to yvour circumstances
and wamnts. Weas a peﬂgleare living
at & tirne when we need the assistance
and direction of the Spiritof God. To
be tau&ht by men and by men’s wisdom
in our; pesition ‘'would be of little or no
avail.to us, from the fact that the con-
ditions which surround us are differ-
ent in many respects {rom those which
surround every other people. We are
a peculiar people. We are not bound
together by associations such as exist
smong other peopleg. We have not
come tozether because this land saited
us-and was desirable for us 10 make a
liviog ' in, but we have gathered to
this Jum{ through force of eircum-
stances'over which, to a certain extent,
we had no control. "'We have come to-
gether impelled by motives such as do
not operate upon ordinary people, and
having objects to accomplish such as
are not thought of nor labored for by
others.” Other people, when they form
seftlements such as we have in these
mouantains, are generally, drawn to-
cether, if they'are new” settlements, by
the advantages of locality, by the op-
portunities for making a Ii?ing or in-
" cereating in wealth, or ior some con-
sideration or reason 'of this character—
that isjnthe first place. Afterwards,
in succeeding wenecations, ‘they. stay
there because it- is their -birthplace,
because it is the home in which they
. hauye been reared. But these considera-
. tions have not influenced us in our
settlement in these vallevs, It is due
to'none of these causes that we are
, organizedin communities as we are to-
da’y, but if -is doe ‘to causes that are
bigher and divérse from those that
operate upon other pecple where they
“foom settlements such as, we have
v done.  Heneve, this being our’ condi-
tion, il requires wisdom, it requires
strehgth, it requires enlightenment
froim God to eénable® us to maintain
~oursclyves upon the principle that we
caue hiere in the beginning for, and to
escape the evils by which' 'we are
threatened, We beileve that it was
God who led us ‘to this land; that it
was God who prepared this land as an
abode for us; that 1t has been His Al-
inighty power that has preserved us
thus far, and has ameliorated the con-
dition of affairs—that 'is the soil and
the; elimate and the water—that has
+})ruc}uumil changes that have made this
» Jand desirable ‘and a délightful home
for us—and that there has been a pur-
pose and & design in all this, and that
+1he anstruments in the

we have bee A ,
hands of«Godl of working ou% and ac-
complishing that design up to the
- preseng time. Hence there is, as I
have sdid, a necessity that we should
receiv the¢ same source that has
hitherto -%d us, continued guidance
and ¢ nued instroaction, so that we
sha stop half way in the work that

ve undertaken; - but’ by divine
help be able to accomplish it.

There were some reflections th?t
passed thropgh iy mind as 1 satin
yvour meeting thig ‘morning concerning
the circamstances which surround us
that if ' can get the Spirit 1 would like
to speak upon. | ”

in the first place it will not do to
judge or measure us by the standards
that obtain 3[]1011;: oth er people, and
by which people are measured 1n other
places, - To form.a correct judgment
of attersgay SaintS—men must
the Motives which prompt

un«w%’; P
thefity tO ‘atson, the considerations
\:\'htﬁl* ¢t them, and the objects

he:f"ﬁn?n-i:m,vi w to accomplish; to
form a correct estimate of our charac-
ter these all must be taken iato con-
sideration. But it is often the case
thagrwe rarc measured -by standards
th;z;' do’ not' dpply to us, which may
very well'answer for measuring other
peggla% d other ‘communities, but not
jor s, 4 1 consequence of this we
are uwently misjudged, and men and
womeén éome to jucorreéct conclusions
xespecting . us. Fault is constantly
?g;p wita us by our enemies because
of these peculiarities which they do
understand, or which" if they do
not understand, they pay no attention
to. For instance, it is frequently said
tO0 us that we are a disloyal people,
. thav we are not friends to the govern-
ment, that we respect a pﬂ’WEf’a and an
midst which we con-

sider paramount to the anthority of the

.. government; and because of the cir-

culation of this'accusdtion and its
wide, spread be e are refused
rights te which ‘w¢ are fully entitled,
which belong to us, which should not
;»e_vi_;hhg:m_,,fmm or denied to us. It
" 13 ivery remarkable when we think
fa our numbers, how few weare,
e aradively speaking,—it is veryre-
“markablethat there should be such
jealousyé@rtertained about us asthere
15, Pharaeh-and the Kgyptians were
never mwore afraid apparently of the
great power of the children of [srael

‘wp il their nidst than our fellow citizens,

¥

and many of. thei toa that are in high
places, appear to be afraid of ys. They
seom 10 look upon us 48 aliens, as an
alien power, and treat us accordingly,

_when there is not the least justification
for dolng 80, |

-

Now, . you remeiber, ubtless,
Pharaoh’s treatment of the Israelites.
He saw that they were increasing, and
he became alarmed. ‘“Why," said he,
‘‘if we were going to have a war, these
Israelités are becoming s0 numerous
they may join our enemies and take
away our kingdom from us. We must
stop their increase.”” And ke coun-
seled with his people as to the beést
method to stop this increase, He is-
sued a decree that all male children
that were born of the Israelites should
be destroyed and cast into the river
Nile, but that the female children
should be spared. In this wayhe hoped
to check the increase of the chiidren
of Israel in Egypt. There is nothing
in history that has come down to us
to furnish grounds or justitication for
this cruel action on the part of this
king. But this action was well adapt-
ed to force the children of Israel into
the <deeling that the government
under whicb they lived was a harsh, a
cruel and an unfriendli' government,
and to create antipathy in their breasts
against it. In this way this tyrant,—
as all tyrants have ever done—intrying
to accomplish the objcct he had inview,
teok the very means 1o bring upon
himself and his nation the evils that he
dreaded; because if he had desired to
make the Israelites join the enemies of
the nation and be traitors in the mdst
of the Kkingdom he could not
have taken a more effective method
than that which he did take,

And so it is with us. 1f we had not
had a protound attachment to the Con-
stitution of the United States and to
the institutions of this government,the
course that 1s taken against us by
those who have represented the gov-
ernment has been and is of a
character to _have driven us into
open and avowed enmity to the

overnment years and vyears ago.

Vithout that deep rooted attachment
we should have lost all our respect
for a government- under which we
have suffered such cruel wrongs.
There could ‘be no better evidence
of the kind feeling and the loy-
altv of the Latter-day Saints to the
government of the United States than
the fact that in our breasts and
throughout these motntains there pre-
vails an unquenchable love and
respect for the Constitution and the
institutions that spring therefrom,
notwithstanding  we ave . been
denied our rights and been treated
with the utmost cruelty. There is
scarcely an act of oppression that
could be practiced that we have not
nad tofendure,from the time the church
of which we are members was organ-
ized up to the presént time,
been 1alsely accused of all kinds of
crimes, have been mobbed and repeat-
edly driven from our homes with the
entire loss of our property, have been
outraged,warred upon,subjected to vio
lence of almost “every description, and
murdered. One by one our rights have
been assailed. We have been stripped
of them under forms of law; we gave
heen denied justice, and treated with
extreme vindictiveness. Ouar families
—if those who had the execution of
the  laws in their hands could have
accomplished it—would have been rent
asunder; wives would have been torn
from tuoeir husbands, children from
their parents; households would have
been destroyed; distrust and enmity
and batred would have been engen-
dered in the breasts of theYenple one
towards another—that- is, if the mea-
sures that have been framed against
us could'have been successfully carried
out as they were designed by those
who {ramed them. Just think of it!
Think of the manner the women of
this community have been tempted
to turn traitors to their husbands
and their friends! Every induce-
ment possible has been offered to
them toturn against and betray their
kusbands, and the seeds of enmity
have beensown, or have endeavored
to be sown, in the breasts of families
and of children against parents and
against each other throughout the en-
tire land. When you coatemplate all
these acts they equal in cruelty and
pertidy and inhumanity any of the acts
of which we read in the Scriptures.
Men are shocked when they read the
story of the treatment of the Israelites
by Pharaoh. All the Ereachers through-
out the land when they read that, com-
ment more or less upon it to theircon-
gregations, and talk about the cruelty
of which that king was guilty, and

raise the Israelites and praise Moses

or that which they dia. At the same
time they are guilty themselves of as
great crimes. They are guilty of in-
citinga government against its citizens

—its peacefnl citize ss—and stirring up
the government to acts of harshness,
of cruelty, and even some of them go
SO far as to defend-the use of the army
by the government to destroy a peace-.
ful people from the face of the earth,

Now, as I have said, no people in the

tachment to their own government and
of devotion to those sacred principles
of liberty that we have inherited than
the Latter-day Saints have done 1n
these :nountains. But, as I have said,
the cry is still that we are disloyal;
that we unite church and state: that
we have an authority in ouranidst that
we respect and obey, while we disre-
ﬁ”d the civil authority of the land.

‘hese things are a frequent cause of
complaint against us, and we are de-
nied our rignts. We to-day should be
a State. This Territory of Utah should
be one of the United States. We
should have the right to elect our own
Governor,fto elect our own Judges,
to elect every oflicer in factthat exe-
cutes the laws or has anything to do
with the admimstragion of the govern-
ment in-our own land, We have been

here 87 years and during 54 years of

We have |

! (18 mude conceruing the Priesthood: 1t
world have given greater proofs of at- |

have been ‘an organized

time _
errimr?afegmernment, “longer than ['Governor we have had-—aned they are

any other community on the continent
except New Mexico, which wag Organ-
ized at the same time. Other Terri- |
tories have sprung up and had speedy
recognition as States and .are now
numbered as members of -the Union
ears after we settled this country.
E‘here is no zood reason why we
should not have had this sam: right
granted unto us; no good reason what-
ever. We have shown our capability
for good government,  for maintain-.
ing good government. Our Territory
to-day is an example for maintain-

ing ,to all the Territories and
to many - States se far as good
government  is concerned, and

‘menwho laid the

-

ireedom from debt, apd, everything in
fact that makes life enjoyable and eas
for the citizen. We are lightly taxed,
and we have maintained ourselves
without aid from, the general govern-
ment or frgm any other community;
while other communities that have had
nothing like the difticulties to contend
with that we have had have been begs
rars either at the door of the National
ongress, or of their mneighboring
States and their fellow citizens. When
other places were visited by ﬁr&sshqp-
pers the whole land resounded with
appeals for aid; but though we for five
years in succession, in some of our
settlements, had crops destroyed by
the same cause, yet no wail went up
from Utah asking the nation for help.
We have been so independent and so
disposed to sustain ourselves and to
flght our own battles with the diflicul-
ties that environed us, that we have
managed to get along without having
recourse to this method of obtaining
assistance, and in this respect our
course has been unexampled. .

Now, asl say, there is no good rea-
son why we should not have been ad-
mitted as a - State in the Union,
except for the reason, and that
has no  foundation in truth,
that we are not to be trusted, that we
are in such a condition that if we were
to get a state government there would
be dangcr resulting from that grant of
power unto us. Of course all of you,
my brethren and sisters, know how
untrue this is, how utterly without
foundation such accusations are, but,
nevertheless, they are listened to and
believed.

Efforts have been made amongus to
change this condition of affairs. There
have been, and still are, perhdps, some
who _t:alf themselves  Latter-day
Saints who are almost ready to lend
themselves to any scheme that has for
its object|the obtaininkz of a State or-
ganization for Utah. Such persons look
upon this as so great a blessing and so
great a boon that they are almost
willing to forezo their religious belief .
and to pander to those who have got
power and to make some sort of a con-
cession to themg in order to achieve
this, what they consider, very desira-
ble end. There has been some agita-
tion in years past respecting plural
marriage, and some people, calling
themselves Latter-flay Sawnts, have
been almost ready to go into the open
market and bid fora State government
at the price of conceding this princi-
gle of our religion, for the privilege of

ecoming a State of the Union., ‘Those
who are ready to do this are ready also
to cast off obedience to the Priest-
hood of the Son of God, and to say,
*““We donot beiieve that men who hold
an office in the Church should have any
voice in the affairs of the state.”’ They
are rea.f? to sell out their belief as
Latter-day Saints,and their veneration
and reverence for that power which
(zod has restored, for the sake of ob-
taining a little recognition of their
rights as citizens, on the part of those
in power. It does not require much fa-
miliarity with the Spirit of God or
with the principles of our holy relig-
ion to understand exactly the position
that such persons as these to whom 1
allude pccupy among us. When a man
is ready to barter any principle of =sal-
vation for worldly advantage thatman
certainly has reached the position that
he esteems worldly advantage above
eternal salvation. Can such persons
retain the Spirit of God and take such
a course as this? No, they cannot, That
other spirit will lead such persons
astray, and they will be left to them-
selves. Will there be such persons
continue among us and be associated
with us? 1do not question it. I ex-
pect-we shall have such characters
with us during our future career as we
have had in the past. We have had all
sorts of people connected with this
Charch, As the work rolls forth, as it
increa~ses in numbers, so will these
charac ers increase—that is, for a cor-
tain tiine, aotil the day comes when
the kingdom o! God and the reign of
rightcous:.o»s shall be fully ushered
in.

Now, recarding this accusation that

is the most common churze that is
made axainst us that we Jisten to the
Priestiiood, that we are moyeobedient
to the 1'riesthood than we are Lo those
who hol i civil anthority. The question
may be vi-ry properly asked: Lla'-'u we
not had good reason for this? Sbhould
we not begonaost.consummate fools if we |

k'lti'd; “You take the Llest disposed

easily mentioned,tbe few that we have
hacd who have been well disposed—you
take them and compare them with the

commonwealth, who laid the founda-
tion of this Territorial government and
built up this government, and there is.
no comparison between them.. So
that, aside from every other consider-
ation, men dre {uatlﬂed in seeking
wisdom and guidance at the best
fountain, avthe best source. If I want
counsel 1 will go to the men who are
best fitted to give me counsel.  If 1
were not a Latter-day Saint it would
make no difference to me who the per-
son was if he conld give me (l coun-
scl. If/he was a man of ripewexperi-
ence I would feel-justified in
that man and getting his advice. - . -
This has been our position as a peo-
le. We have had men among us who
ave proved themselves in the best)
Eusaible manner, beyond dispute, to
e entirely capable of directing and
managing and counselling in all mat-
ters that pertain to our earthly exis-
tence, Iave they not shown' this
through years and years of experience?
The people have proved themn. Now,
would not the people be great fools,
would it not be the heizht of folly for
people who have this knowledge to'
say: “No, I won’t ask these men for
counnsel: I w

on’'t ﬂﬂ to them forad-
vice; 1 won’t listen ‘to anvthing
they say, because if I do <o

I am listening to the Priesthood; but I
will go to somebody who does not
know anything: I will go to some’—
I was going to say ass—(laughter)—for
if ever men have proved themselves to
be foois it has been some of our-gov-
ernment officials—*‘I will to some
man of this kind and ask his counsel,
and have him tell me what to do, be-
cause I am anxious to show thatlam
loyal to the government of the United
States.” :

Now, would not vou call any man
who would do this an idiot, when he
could have got good counsel trom his
friends: when he would turn his back
on his friends, and go to somebody {or
counsel who did not know anything,
not as much as he, the person, did him-
self about the question: he submitted
to him? I would say,and you would
sar, that people who would do such a
thing were little less than idiots,

Well, now, what crime are we guilty
of? - If we have mren among us who
have more experience than they, and
who have proved themselves capable
of -zuiding the people, what crime are

ation of this

]

land. In fact, as soon as possible af-
ter our thrst settlement here, a

lature was organized and the provis-
ional * government of ° Deseret was
formed, when there was no ene but
Lalter-day. Saints.inthe country ac the.
timme, We could have been governed
by our Church organization; it was
sufficient for our purpose during the
winter of 1847-8 and during the sum- -
mer of 1848, ' Ity was quite suflicient.
There was no other organization. But
as soon as the Pioneers returned,Presi-
dent Young and the rest of the brethren
—there was no time lost in orgamzing
a civil government—the Provisiona
Government of the State of Deseret—
and laws were enacted indue form by
 the civil authority, and from that day
until the present it hus been rﬁ eted
and hon among us, and ?ﬁ be
from this time .’xlgm'ard as long-as this
pengle exist. There is no people on
the face of the earth that draw a nicer
distinction than we between that
which belongs to the Church and that
which belongs to the State. Buatit is
frequently said—and I have had to meet

it otten in my life time, particularly in
Washington; ?E}r have said and do
“Why, vour Probate Judges are

Y, ;
i%dem and Bishops, and your other
‘officials hold offices in the ChLurch.”
Well, is this a crime? Isthere any-
thing in the law or the Constitution of
our country, or is there anything else
that is recoznized as binding among
‘men that 'would --‘ﬂmmn Elders and
Bishops from heolding office? I do not
knoty of anything, 1 do notknow that
a man is any worse for beéing a Bishop
or an Elder, or any. more untitted for
civil employment, or the discharge of
civil functions, than if he were nota
Bishop or an E[der,espemally amoug a
people organized as we are. As I say
this charge has been frequently brought
against us in my hearing, and I have
had to meet it before committees of
Congress and elsewhere. The reply I
have made to suchcharges is this: that
among the FLatter-day Saints in Utah,
every reputable man in the community
bears some office in the Church. As
soon as, he arrives at a sufli-
cient age, if he is a reputable
man he receives an ordination inthe
Priesthood. The best and the most
 active men in our community are the
men who become prominent in church
aﬂi'atrs. Our Biahfupa li]:e without sal-
‘aries, or support from the people. the
 before beéing chosen, hnlfing s‘huwyﬁ
their ability to sustain themselves.
They are not like members of other
deanominations who are a burden to

the people, or who receive an edueca-

counsel and seeking it? DBecause
they * hold' the Priesthood are
their mouths to be stopped up so that
they cannot speak; are they to be de-
prived of the rights of citizenship, and
ull the rights that men have that are
born free, because they hold the Priest-
hood? 1s that a good reason? A more
senseless reason never was given, If
these government oflicials and these
men that represent the goverumentare
s0 much better and so much more ca-
pable of guiding the people and have
s0 much greater right to be hstened to
and obeyed, let them show it by their
works. =W hen they have proved it I
suppose there will be no lack of dis-
position'on the part of the people to
£o to them and Jisten to them and to
expect from them all the necessary
teachings and counseds. There will be
no lack of disposition on the part of
sensiblemen and women such as we
profess to be: put until they do this,
until they show this capability and this

ngues and sayv nothing about others
leading the people.., The t1act is this,
and 'iv is apparent to all of us, that
there are certain men who can destroy
much easier than they can build up. 1t
required a great deal of skill to puild
the Temple at Kphesus; it required the
highest skill 1n architecture; but a-fool
destroyed it with a little blaze. 1=
takes men te build up, but children can
burn down and destroy. Ittakes men
to build a commonwealth' and lay the
foundation of that which we see around
us; it takes labor and years of experi-
ence and wisdom to accomplish such
results: but any poor creature that 1s
half witted can destroyall these labors
in a very short time, and those that

have come among us in too many in-4

stances representing the government
have been men of this calibre; they
would like to destroy, tear down, and
reduce to chaos. hat would suit
th¢m far better than it would to build

ll AR

[_il-y brethren and sisters,I would like
to have us as a people fook at these
matters, if we can, from a sensible
point, from the standpoint of commou
sense and reason, and not allow ouc-
selves to be diverted from the course
that we have adopted by the outery
that is made against us and by the
howls that are raised about us. It
Rfﬂuld be exceedingly foolish for us to

0 80, ;

God has given unto us, as we believe
and as we testify, His Gospel; He has
ziven unto us His Church; He has giv-
en unto us the authority by which men
and women are led into His Church
aud-governed in His Charch—the au-

did not listen to our friends instead of
our cnemies? From the time that
Prest. Young was superseded as Gov-
ernor of this Territory until the pres-
ent time what kind of oflicers bave we
had sent into our midst to administer
the affairs of the government? Has
there been a man who has come here
as Governor who has had the ability,
even if he had the dispositjon, to guide
and to coonsel the people o1 this Ter-
ritory,and tomanage its affairs as well
as the men among us who hgve had

—

leading positions in the Priesthpod?

Ljun fu - ueitters: that pertain to everys
day affairs and to civil government.
There has always been among the Late-

thority which He Himself recognizes
and the only authority that He has giv-
en to man on the earth to aect in His
stead. We believe this,we testify of it.
Al the same time while we have this
belief,and form ourselves into a Church
organization, we never have at any

our Churen organization the only or-
ganizavarg and the dominant organiza-

ter-day Baints great respectshows for

Why, there is pot an iustapce of the

civll authority and for the lawe of the

we guilty of in giving heed to their:

ower, they had 'better hold their|

time in our history attempted to make |

 eluded;  in fact there is every

tion especi a.ilg for those duties, and
hus live by the salaries thatare fur-
ished them by the members of their
congregation. In a community where
there is a class of that kind there may
be some propriety in saying that minis-
ers of relizion shall not take part in
he affairs of state, although there is
nothing of that kKind said anywhere in
the constitution or the laws; but there
may be some propriety in saying this
where men are educated especially for
the ministry—where they devote them-
selves to that labor ind withdraw
themselves from the practical affairs
of life and depend upon their par-
ishioners furnishing Eﬂ‘m support.
Thercmignt be some propriety in say-
ingtoaclass of that kind, “you are
not fit to take part in civil affairs, and
the practical every day affairs of life,
because of your calling and because of
the nature of your duties.”” But we
say there is great impropriety in say-
ing that those who labor in the minis-
try among us shall not take part; for
this reason: that all the men among
us who- are the most practical, the
most energetic, and the most business-
like—from thesc men the ministers are
chosen, that is, men who labor in the
ministry as Bishops, as Elders, as
missionaries, and, in other capacities.
Thoey have proved that they are capalyle
of sustaining themselves gr their own
efforts, and at the same time devote a
certain portion of their time to pubiic
affairs. Hence, you will find amone
us as a rule that our Bishops are all
practical men; our Presidents of
Stakes and their Counselors, and the
Bishops and their Counselors, the
Teachers and others, are all active
business men among us. Thev have
gained experience, and becanseof that
they are sometimes chosen to till local
offices. Take the Legislature of Utah
Territory, composed as it has been of
some holaing positions in the Church
and you will find a body of pmctic&[
men, the superiors of wiicm are not to
be found—1 say it without fear of
trathful contradiction—anywhere in
any Legislature in the country, men
who understand the wants of their
constituents and of the people and the
kind of laws that are best adapted to
them: I have had some experience in
mingling with men in public life, and I
must say that for practical wisdom
and for a knowledge of the affairs of
the country and of the people repre-
sented in Utah Territory, there was
found, previous to the Bpa.ssa.ge of the
Edmunds law, a class of men that had
not their superiors anywhere in this
land, for practieal wisdom and the
ability necessary to lay the foundation
and to perpetuate the institutions of a
great country.

Is it wrong for men who have the
Priesthood and who act in this capac-
ity, ct incivil offices and to let the
people have the benetit of their expe-
rience in these matters—is there any
wrong in this? T can see none, and}[
an1 sure no man whao is a true friend to
his country can. There is no =ood
reason why these men should be ex-
_ reason
why they should he invited® to take
part in Eﬂtiﬂﬂ‘lfﬂhln the affalrs of the
country. I have often said, in speak.
ing 0 our brethren apd sisters in varl.




