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SZERNATOR B I ELHINA AT TIOME

A Descoription of 1the Nokedom %W hieh
Nieph-n B, Elkins awnd Menry G
Pavin Owan In the Went Vieginin
. Monninins.

WasuiNnGToN, August 25th, 18gs.

T WASTHE
night of the last

i stale election in
YA West Virginia.
Syl The republicans
%ﬁi' ‘ and democrats
W iy \ had been having
& iy one of the hardest

fights in their his-
a tory, and Stephen
B. Eikins, the manager of 1he republican
campaign and now Senator trom the
State, was Seated in his library 1n his
mouptain home at ElRins, with his
friends about him, receiving the returns.
He had a special wire and ihe dispatches
came thick and fast. They were favor
-able, but the matier was yet unsetiled,
when the operator turned to Mr. Elkins
and said:

‘'‘Here is a dispatch
shoes.”

"Ohn,’* replied Mr. Elkins, *“that must
be one of Mrs. Etkins® store orders.
Tell them to hold that, What we want
now is election news.”

This was done, There seemed how-
ever, tao be a lull in the oispatches.
None were received for some time, and
Mr Eikins said: “You might as well
take the shoe dispatch. There don't
seem to be anything on the wire.'’

A moment later he was handed the
following:

S, B. Eikins, West Virginia;

“Where shall I send my shoes?*’
(Signed) ‘“JoiinsuN N. CAMDEN."

There wasa hearty laugh. Camden
was the democratic United States Sepa-
tor. He had received the news of his
defeat in advance of Elkins, and hence
the gispaich. Mr. Elkins has already
golien the shoes. He has them on, and
1 shail be much surprised it they are not
-stretcned considerably in the way of a
natiopal reputatiun for himself and West
‘\li;irgmia befure he gets through wilh
1hem.

about some

ELKINS, THE MAN.

The people of the United States know
but jittle of Stephen B Eikins. He has
a oalional reputstion as a poiitician and
a business man, but only thuse who
have .come into close contact with him
realize that he is one of the biggest and
broade:t men of the United Staies. 1|
have known him for several years, and I
have just returned irom a visit to him at
his home in the mountains of West
Virginia. He bas a strong personality,
and his individuality grows upun you.
He is full ot igeas, and Blaine used 10
sav that he knew more people than any
man in public life. Mr, Eikins isof a
literary rather than of a business bent,

and today he ke‘ps up his reading of the
best authors and the study of the classics
and the poets. He reads Latin, Greek
and Hebrew in 1he original, and he can
quote Tennyson and Browning by the
hour. He is thoroughly posted on the
-history of his cuuniry, and he likes to
discuss the leading novelisis, such as
George Lliot and Thackeray, over
whom he. Senator Allen G. Thurman,
Jatnes G Blaine and Abigail Dodge had
many a literary fight while he lived in
Washington. ‘le keeps abreast of the
times. You find all of tne latest English
magazines, as well as those ot America,
on his library table, and his books num-
ber thousands of volumes. He 15 one
of the healthies! psychical entiuves that |
have ever met. He never loses his tem-
per. He 1s interesied in every subject
that is proposed, and usualiy has some-
thing new to offer upon it. His souls
made of the finer fibcrs, and his langu
age is clean aod pure. Still, he is
thuroughly in sympathy with his fellows,
and the wurkmen on his place are as
much at home with him as he is in the
presence ol the United States Senators,
after whom the siatiuns on lis and Sena-
tor Davis’ railroad are named. Heisa
good judge of men, and he seldom lor
¢€1s a nhame nura face He reads men
easily, and decides quickly. He is a
man of sirong character. He knows
what he. wants, and usually gets it. He
turns off work easily, never wurries nor
freis, and at fifty-four he has the heart
and energy of a boy., He enjoys lif2 in
all its pbases, and almost goes crazy
over the beauties of nature and the de-
lhghts of a co niry life. He has a big
furest at the back of his home, and he
knows every tree in it, and looks upon
them as his dearest friends.

He has a dozen horses in his stables,
but he prefers walking above all other
exercises, and framps his guests up and
down over his estate,showing them his
gardens, his flowers and the magnificent
views which bound it on every side.
Not long ago he bought a mountain tor
tear some fellow mignt destroy one of
his views or take away its beauty by
cutting off the trees, and he turneda
county road in order to improve ihe
symmetry of his homestead.

THE PRINCIPALITY OWNED RY ELKINS
AND DAVIS.

But let me tell you something about
Senator E.kins' country bome and the
wonderiul property which he and ex-
Senator Davis, in connection with one
of two oiher men, own there in the wilds
of West Virginia. 1t is one of the most
wonderful estates in the Union, and it
will be worth untold miihons o the
future. They have tens of thousands of
acres of 1the linest coai lands, and their
railroad, which i8 160 mtles long, goes
for nearly 100 mites over their own coal,
‘Ehey have tens of 1housands of acres of
valuable timber, and there are towns
and factories and great tanneries all
alung the line ol their road. They mine
{irom 2, 0o 10 4,000 tons of coal every
day. They make hundreds of tons ol
coke daily, sume of wuich is shipped as
'far as Salt Lake and some goes to
 different parts of Mcxico. They own
more towns than you can count on your
fingers and Loes, and they are building
model settlements away up there in the

heart of the Alleghenies.: They made
the railroad with their own money, an

they are developing the property them-
selves. They laid out the towns, and
they have caused them to spring up,
llke Aladdin’s palace, almost in a night.
The city of Davis five years ago was a
forest. It has today 3,000 people and all -
the modern improvements. The town
of Elkins four years ago was a cornfield.
It has now a bank, a first class hotel, a
magnificent pubiic school building, a
system of sewerage and water works
and it is ltghted by electricity, which (s
furnished so cheaply to the people that
coltages wilh two rooms can afford it,
the service cosling them 75 cenls a
month. The town hasa public square
or plaza in the center, filled with trees,
and there is another large park at the
back, which Senators Elkins and Davis
have given to the people for ail time.
it is bere that the shops of the West
Virginia Central railroads are located,
and the men are so well treated that
they have never had a strike The hotel,
the works, ithe bank and a number ot
the buluings of the town ave heated by
steam from one central station, and Sen-
ators Eikins and Davis expect to Lieat
their homes from this same source,
though to do so they mustcarry the
steam in pipes a di-tance of more than
a mile. This town of Elkins lies ina
basin in the All:gheny mountains. Itis
abotit 2,000 teet above the sea, and it is
surrouided by some of 1he most beauti-
ful scenery on the American continent.
Great blue aund gray hills rise on every
side Just below it is rich n ountamn,
where one of the first batties of the war
was fought and the place where Blc-
Clellan gained the reputaiion which
made him a major general and gave him
command of the army.

SENATOR ELKINS' MOUNTAIN HOME.

On one side of the mountains rise twor
great buildings which, with their t irrets
and towelrs, make vou think of the
castles on 1he Rhine, and on another hill
a little to the leftis another big stone
residence which is being built by Mr,
Richard C. Kerens, the millionaire of
5t. Louts, who has been connected with
Senator Elkins for years and who has
some interest in this West Virginia

roperty. The two casties are the
Eomes of Senator Elkins and his father:
intaw, ex-Senator H. G. Davis, who
served in the Senate for twelve years
from West Virginia as a democrat A
description of the curous features ot
either of them would make a good
letter. I have space for only a few
words about that o1 Senator Eikins. It
stands on the side of the mountain over-
looking the town, with many acres of
velvely lawn sloping down to the park.
Back ol it is a great furest of oaks and
map.es, and the mountains beyond rise
upward unti! they almost kiss the clouds.
The grounds coniain more than sixty
acres, and they are as weil kept as an
old English park. You ride by them for.
a tuli quarter of a mile betore yon come
to the entrance: Tiis consists of gates
of wrougnt iron fastened to waiis of
granite, which are so smothered with
ivy and choice flowers that you can
hardly disunguish the stone At the:
right 1s a porter’s lodge of blue stame,
which wouid be considered a good-sized:
house anywhere eise Passing by ths,
you aie in the grounds proper. The
ruad on which you drnive is ot blue stoné .
ground down to the size of iran fillings,
which Senatur Eikins had brought here



