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T WWASA S TTHEH E
night of the last
state election inin
Wweste s t Vvirginiairginia
the republicans
and democrats
had been having
one of the hardest
fights in their his-
tory and stephen

19 aikins the manager of the republican
campaign and now senator from the
stateestate was seated in his library in his
mountain home at elkins with his
friends about him receiving the returns
he had a special wire and the dispatches
ame thick and fast they were favor

able but the matter was yet unsettled
when the operator turned to mr elkins
and said

here is a dispatch about some
shoes

ob replied mr elkins that must
be one of mrs aikins store orders
tellroll them to hold that what we want
now is election news

this was done there seemed how
ever to be a lull in the dispatches
node were received for some time and
mrmir elkins said you might as well
take the thoeshoe dispatch there dont
seem to be anything on the wire

A moment later he was handed the
following
S B aikins west virginiarvirginia

where shall I1 send my shoes
Sirned johnson N CAMDEN
there was a hearty laugh camden

was the democratic united states sena-
tor he bad received the news of his

in advance of0 elkins and hence
the dispatch mr elkinselkina has already
dowil the shoes he has them on and
I1 shall tebe much surprised it they are not

considerably in the way of a
national reputation for himself and west

before he gets through with
them

ELKINS THE MAN

the people oiof the united states know
but little of stephen B etkinselkins he has
a national reputation as a politician and
a bubusinessbiness man but only those who
have come into close contact with him
reitrealizelize that he is one of the biggest and
brocht men of the united baates I1
have known him for several ye irs audand I1
have just returned iromfrom a visit to him at
wohis homebame in the mountains of west
viania he hasahas a strong personapersonalityliLy

arajakisarAj kis individuality grows upon you
HeceliaaliAA of ideas and blaine used to
m delb knew more people than any
maaiain public lifefife mr elkins is oiof a
Jitteratry rather than of a business bent

iax

and today he keps up his reading of the
best authors and the study of the classics
and the poets he reads latin greek
and hebrew in the original and liehe can
quote tennyson and browning by the
hour he is thoroughly posted on the
history of his country and he likes to
discuss the leading novelists such as
george eliot and thackeray over
whom he senator allenalien G thurman
jamesames G blaablame and abigail dodge had
manyany a bitteraliterary fight while he lived in
washingtona shinato it heie keeps abreast of the
times you find all of ane latest english
magazines as well as those otof america
on his library table and his books num-
ber thousands of volumes he is one
of the healthiest psychical entities that I1
have ever met he never loses his tem-
per he is interested inin

i

every susubjectbiece
that is proposed and usual ayiy has some-
thing new to offer upon it his soul is
made otof the finer fibers and his langu
age is clean and pure still he is
thoroughly in sympathy with his fellows
and the workmen on his place are as
much at home with him as he is in the
presence otof the united statesslates senators
after whom the statistationsuns on his and sena-
tor davis railroad are named he is a
good judge otof men and he seldom lorfor
gets a name nurnor a face he reads men
eeasilyay iy and decides quickly he is a
man off strong character he knows
what he wants and usually gets it he
turns off work easily never burries nor
frets and at fifty four he has the heart
and energy of a boy he enjoys lifelifa in
all its phases and almost goes crazy
over the beauties of nature and the de-
lights of a cocc life he has a big
forest at the back of his home and he
knows every tree in it and looks upon
them as hisbis dearest friends

he has a dozen horses in his stables
but he prefers walking above all other
exercises and tramps his guests up and
down over his estate showing them his
gardens his flowers and the magnificent
views which bound it on every side
not long ago he bought a mountain for
tearfear some tellowjellow destroy one of
his views or take away its beauty by
cutting off the trees and he turned a
county road in order to improve the
symmetry of his homestead
THE principality OWNED BY ELKINS

AND DAVIS

but let me tell you something about
senator ekins country home and the
wonderful propertyproperly which he and ex
senator davis in connection with one
or two other men own there in the wilds
of west virginia it is one of the most
wonderful estates in the union and it
will be worth untold millions in the
future they have tens of thousands of
acres of the finest coatcoal lands and their
railroad which is miles jongiong goes
for nearly mitesmiles over their own coal
they have tens of thousands of acres of
valuable timber and there are towns
and factories and great tanneriescanneriestann eries all
along the line otof their road they mine
from 2 oo00 to tons of coal every
day they marcemake hundreds of tons of
coke daily some of which is shipped as
tarfar as salt lake and some goes to
different parts of mexico they own
more towns than you can count on your
fingers and toes and they araree buddbudding
model settlements away up there in the

heart of the A r they i made
the railroad with their awa copney and
they are developing the gleproperty aillem

selves they laid out toe tompstowns and
they have caused them to spring upp
like gladdinsAlad dins palace almost in a nigalnix
the city of davi five years ago was a
forest it has today people and all
the modern improvements the town
of elkins four years ago was a cornfield
it has now a bank a first clarqclas hotel a
magnificent public school building a
system of sewerage and water works
and it is lighted by electricity which is
furnished so cheaply to the pepeopleoglie that
cottages with two rooms can aaffordardit4 it
the service costing them 75 cents a
month the town has a public square
or plaza in the center filled with trees
and there is another large park atatthethe
back which senators elkins and davisDails
have given to the people for all time
it is here that the shops of the westweit
virginia central railroads are located
and the men are so well treated that
they havebave never had a strike the hotel
the works the bank and a number of
the buildingsbuil of the town are heated by
steam from one central station and sea
acors aikins and davis expect to heatbeat
their homes from this same source
though to do so they must carry the
steam in pipes a di tance otof more than
a mile anis town of elkins lies in a
basin in the alleghenyall mountains it is
about 2000 teetfeet above the sea and it is
surrounded by some of the most beauti-
ful scenery on the american continent
great blue and graygrav hills rise on every
side just below it is rich tv11

where one of the first battles of the war
was fought and the place where mekc
clellan gained the reputation which
made him a major general andaad gave him
commandocommandof the army

elkina MOUNTAIN HOMEHOMB
on one side of the mountains rise two

great buildings which witti their t irrett
and towers make you think of the
castles on the rhine and on another hill
a little to the left is another big stone
residence which is being built by mr
richard C kerens the millionaire of
st louis who has been connected with
senator elkins for years and who has
bome interest in this west Vivirginiaoginia
property the two castles are the
homes of senator elkins and his father
inlawin law ex senator H G davis who
served in the senate for twelve yearsyean
romfrom west virginia as a democrat A
description odthe aurous features otof
either of them would make a god
letter I1 have space for only a lowfew
words about that ot01 senator elkins it
stands on the side of the mountain over-
lookingboking the town with many acres of
velvety lawnlawa sloping down to the park
back of it is a great furestforest of oaks and
mapesmape and the mountains beyond rhe
upward until they almost kiss theclouds
the grounds contain more than sixty
acres and they are as well kept as anaa
old english parkpack you ride by them for
a lullfull quarter of a mile before you comecolne
to the entrance thiis consists of gates
of wrought iron fastened to wails of
granite which are so smothered with
ivy and choice flowers that you CAUcan
hardly distinguish the stone at the
right is a p arters lodge of blue stowste
which would be consideredconidtred a good
housebouse anywhere else passing by unto
you ateare inin the grounds proper Tthe
road on which you dovea of blue r
ground down to the size of iron fillis
which senator elkins had brought hbeke
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