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christianity IN ANCIENT
AMERICA

THE catholic world revives an oldoid
tradition in mexico that the apostle
thomasthomaa visited america after pass-
ing through india and planting
christianity in that land he is
supposed to have reached hurth
america by some notnol ex-
plainedplapiained traveled southward toi ex-
ico and thence to peru it is stated
that

when the spaniards conquered
mexico they found among the na
tives religious customs resembling the
christian sacraments especially the
eucharist administered as lownow with
bread and giue and partakenpartakerpar taken of as
now by the adults great vener-
ation the most notable personage
jn mexican mythology was quetzal
choehouati who was described aa a
white man with a flowing beard a
staff and a mantlemantie adorned with
crosses he came from the north
they saidbaid and was the prophet of a
new and pure religion this name
signifies the peacock serpent the
peacock wagwaa the emblem of royalty
and the serpent represents the
twin aso that the esoteric meaning
of the name is the illustrious twin
didymus the serpent was suppos-
ed to produce always two young
ones at a birth similar emblems
are found on the tomb of st thomas
at mt llavore india but there the
peacock holds a cross in its bill the
cross was reverencedreveren ced by the native
mexicans and peruvians at and be-
fore the spanish conquest water
baptism by immersion and effu-
sion was practiced and the lieniten
ten tabtfast of forty days waswab rigid-
ly observed by them as by the
spaniards themselves and at the
same seasonbeason the tradition is a
curious one and is used to illustrate

was probably the fact that the
apostles accepted the lords com-
mand literally and went to teach
allnil nations and to be christs wit-
nesses even to the uttermost parts
of the earth the apostle paul

nubaubnuo bleaka orineurine
gospel AS having been then preach-
ed to every creature which is under
beavenheaven and writing to the romansromaus
he quotes psalm as applicable
to the heralds of salvation whose
sound had gone out into allali the
earan and their words indointo the ends
of the world

thetho conjectures about thomas are
of thetho vaguest and most unsatisfac-
tory character there is no evi-
dence to show that elther of tho
ancient apostles knew anything
whatever about the great western
continent the rem of paul
concerning the preaching of the
gospel to every creature under hea-
ven were made according to the ge-
ographical knowledge which he
possessed and thalthat these remarks
did not refer to any otherothen lands than
those ui thin a limited circlecircie 61 pa-
lestine Is evident from the context
paulraul declaring that he himself waswaa a
witness thereof it ia certain that
paul never croerochosedbedsed the great deep
to thischis land for his lifeilfe labors and
death arearo known incidents iu hlahia
tory andaud they are circumscribed
within narrow bounds

the existence of christian em-
blems and the celebration of chris-
tian rites among the people who
inhabited the land when first dis-
covered by the whites is however
undeniable the question is how
did a knowledge of christian princi-
ples reach the people of this landlaud
nhenthen unknown to the eastern world
the answer is given in the booknook ofmormon jesus after his resurrec-
tion appeared to the people on
this continent and established his
church among them with thothe samesamo
order of ministry ordinances rites
gifts blessings and spirit as those of
the church organized iu jerusalem
this was in fulfillmentfulfilment of his own
words and other sheep I1 have
which are not of this foidfold they alsoaiso
must I1 bring and they shall hear my
voiceand there shall be one fold and
one shepherd that thesethebe sayings
did not reperrefer to the some
suppose is clearelear from his further
avowal 1I am not sent but to the
lost sheep of the houserouse of israel

the book of mormon shows that
this land was peopled by a branch
of the house of israel descendants
of josephjodeph not the ten tribes and
gives particulars of the introduction
of the gospel to them and the reason
they felifell away into barbarism and
degradation it is the only key to
the mysteries concerning ancient

menca whichardchare a puzzlepuzzie to artianti

fanstans and ancianil will
until they cast aside their

unbelief and hardness of heart and
receive the knowledge which hashaa
comocome from heaven and has sprung
out of the erthunder thetho direction
andeathereathenrevelation of the god and fa-
ther of us allali

there any gentleman by the
name of jones in this country
there ha large estate in england at
the disposal of somebody by that
name who ia supposed to be in
america

murders and other atrocious
crimes have been unusually numer-
ous during the holidays what is
the cause human depravity
developed abnormally by strong
drink what is the moral touch
not taste not handiehandle not

the recent exploration party of
colonel mercer up the spanish
riverbiver in thetho province of ontario ia
saidsald to have discovered vast pine
forests containing upward of

feetfeel of a superior quality of
pine lumber with facilities forfon get-
ling it to market equal to the bes-

ta boat destined to be propelled
solely by electricity has just been
completed in france the owner
M kelher intends to launch it at

to crosseross in it to folke
stone in company with a friend
the boat is about 18 feet longiong by
about 4 feet wide

it does not appear that moody and
sankey havenave repeatedrepealed their triumphs
in england their audiences have
been comparatively small and the
clergy do not as before countenance
theirthein revivalism the londonbondon times
bayssays that nearly allail ot the converts
made during their filfit st visit are now
baekbackbacksliderssliders

has played the dickens
with the sacramento riverbiver and a
big law suitsult is the result is
the refuse or deidel ris from the mines
which ia run into the river at vari-
ous points gradually filling it up
and changing the channel sincebince
1871 vessels have not been
ahleable to navigate the sacramento it
is a remarkable thabthat in one
place this debris has formed a barbai
eight or nine milesbiles in length

M armand gautier hashns made a
seniesseries of analyses on the presence of
lead in foods and liquids and pre-
sented the results to the paris aca-
demic desdea sciences he finds lead
in preserved fruitsfruita and vegetables
packed in tin boxes a minute
proportion being absorbed from the
soldersolden of the boxes prepared sar-
dines and particularly the oil in
which they are packed contains a
still larger proportion audnudand the longer
sardines have been kept the greater
is the proportion of lead

australiaaustralla is taking steps to pre-
vent the destruction cf her forests
it is proposed in southbouth australia
that a block of acres be ie
served gorfor systematic tree planting
andtandlhAtm the first year be
expended on it and in each of the
eleven following yearsyearb a
total expense of atter the
first nivefive yearsyeara there would be it is
estimated a revenue from periodi-
cal thinninga of and in 21
years they would possess square
miles of furestforest

A trialtriai of glass making with the
bandennd and natural alkali of morrison
not far from denver colcoi hashns been
successful in that place there ia a
ridge of band two miles longiong which
is of most excellent quality aisoalso
deposits of alkali and limeilme covering
an area of acres with allail the
materials at hand fonfor the production
of ninefine glass experiments made
with these materials resulted in the
production of an unusually clearelear
and colorless glass potters clayelny of
superior quality is aisoalso reported in
the bame vicinity

in the opinion of the supreme
court of pennsylvania in common-
wealth VB gloucester ferry com-
pany a corporation has no natural
rights it is a legal entity an artial
cialclai person and itsita nightsrights spring
oithereither from legislative enactment or
from comity within the state of its
creation it hashns no powers but those
conferred upon it by the legislative
act which called it into being and
whether it shall or shall not perform
any of its functions in a foreign state
depends wholly upon the wish of
suehsuch state expressed eithercither bv
statute or implied under that gene-
ral law known as international
comity aadand as a condition of doing
business in thathe foreign state its leg
isiaislatuietule may put a tax on it

an expedition headed
manteMaatemantegazzagazza has leftliaritar india to
makemahe anthropological studies of thuthe
indian race and to collect
and bones for the mucuaaraarbad flor-
ence ia inter
ested in the races of Himalayathe
and it is to this region that the at

of himself and hisbis com-
panions willwiil be especially devoted
among other tribes the travellerstraveilersellers
will visit that of the in the
soubou til of bidia one of thetho strongest
and most intelligent that exists
these people are that
la the members of one family callec
lively marry somebome one woman and
gotlie female infants that exceed the
proportionate number of malesmaies are
killed the people are shepherds
worship the sun and believebelleve in a
ilfelife after death their origin is nn
known and their language hrshas
nothing in common with the
indo oriental tontonguesguesgnes

young by theirthein if boys
were allowed 0 o be out at nilall hoergl
of the night they feltfeit free from re-
straint and to be led into
temptation the high priests
quorum was composed of boys
from 60 to 90 years of age they
were generally good men but if any
gave way to indulgence in intoxi-
cating liquors they would be dealt
with as he did not peelfeel to
sustain uch men in the priesthood
in conclusion he referred to the
growing scarcity of men who had
passed through the early scenes of
the church s

adjourned to meet on sundaybunday
jannary ath at 10 am

singing
m praise my maker white ivelve breath
benediction by patriarchy john

smith ti

sunday jana
conference at 10 am
singing

softly beams thetho sacredcanutoprayer was offered by eiderejder ca-
nute Pepetersontersontereon

singing
ariseavise 0 glorious zion

the authorities of the church
were then presented and sustained
as at the last general conference

the authorities of the stake were
presented and sustained as at the
preceding stakestave conference with
the following exceptions

the name of shillen atwood waswag
omitted from the lisils of high coun
cifors and that of john T cainecalne
the first on the list of alternate
councilorscouncillorsCouncilorblors waswat added to fill the va-
cancy thus occasioned

edward E brain was sustained as
assistant clerk and deporterheporter of the
stake in place of john B irvine
absent in washingtonjensenbros win draper and lars jen-
een were sustained as patriarchs in
this stake in addition to those pre-
viously sustained

the following names were omitted
from the home missionary list mil-
ten attwood chosen bishop nelsonfeison
A 0draper ordained a patriarch and
wm C staines and robertrobent
deceased

the following names were added
to the list of bomehome missionaries
peter beld hemy tuckett james
H moylemoyie archibald buchanan
joseph E matthews gronway
parry henry denndean thomas C
grigge francis cope and edward
E brain

joseph R matthews was sustain-
ed as president of the seventhquorum of elderseiders and andrew
kimballkimbail and james awatson as
his counselors

millen attwood as bishop of the
ward in place of edwin D

woolley deceased and nelsonneison Aempey and francis platt as his
counselors

the name of sisterbister serepta ij
heywood waswaa omitted as a coun-
selor to bister M I1 home presi-
dent of bellefbelief societies she having
departed this lifeilfe

prest A M cannon saidbaid he was
gratified to announce that the
building committee had succeeded
in raising sufficient money to pay
oil the debts on tha and it
would be dedicated thisthia afternoon

on motion of prest jos E tayl-
or the building committee of the
assembly hallhali were released with
the thanks of the conference for
their efficient labors

elderelden A 0 smoot baideaid that the
year issa opened with unusual pro-
mises to the lattelatter rd saints and
ae hoped these promises would be
realized by allnii through the faithful
performance of theirthein duties as indi-
vidualsvi there was no question as
to the ultimate triumph of the workkork
cifrod but it would be more rapidly
developed if the saints sought
to magnify theintheir callings thespirit of opposition to the saints was
an evidence that they were drawing
near unto the iford though there
were many who what they

be in his experience of 40
years in the church he had neverneven
seen a more promising time for the
cause of zion than the present

eiderelder william B preston saidbaid we
were here to work out the mormon
problem the way to accomplish
this wabwas norfor the saints to be united
and devote themselves to the estab-
lishmentlishment of goda kingdom and the
furtherance of nishis purposes in the
earth we could not take any of
the things pertaining to this world
with us to the next and hence hewagwas a wise financier who would BO
invest his time and means and ta-
lent wouldwoula be entitled to the
riches oTeternity

elderelden H J grant saidsald the saints


