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make it easy to corropt the Christlan [ bhorned snd tew men are lefl,’? {(Isaiah |lawe, changed Lhe ordinances and
religion. xxlv.) Thts judgment referred to in | broken the everiasting covenant,

Second, the eflest of that age of ease
wealth and luxory which came to the
Qoristian minjetry and the cbureh
generally woen the Emparor Constan-
tipe, changed Cbristianity from a
despived spnd persecated religiou 1o
that of the atate religion of {he
empire, and Joaded ite minletry with
wenlth 804 worldly honurs, aad by
the insidionalofluencs ot this patron-
age wmade it poreible to eftect that
co-mingling of pagan philosophy with
Christizo doctrine, that forever after
that the simple religion of Jesue of
Nazareth is no motre to be found in the

elaberate ceremntal acd ever in-
crensing dogmas of the chareb,
Third, the history of the aotaal

ohunges that took placs in the doc-
trines of the Chrlatian cbarch
may be bhilstorically traced out,
sbhowIiDg wherein there wir 8 depal-
ture from the beanlifolly simple relig-
fon of Jerus Chriat. O: ote may take
up the present leaching of the Chris-
tian churches, Catholic or Protestant,
anui compate thelr dootrines with the
tenchings of Christ and the A postles,
apd may esnlly arrive at the conclu-
slon that yon bsve reached, that the
churohes ars 1o an apostate vondition,
and *Sibat the clergymen of today
have no sajotion of the word of God,
and thal they stoop to pleape an uare-
generated people,*’ ;
Foorth—One may Lraoce through the
melnchol¥ pages of ecclesiastical his-
tory, oot onlv the departure (rom Lhe
doctrines of Corlst, bat afso the depar-
tore {rom |the moral precepts of the
Gospel whiob touvk place, and the de-
elipe in epiritoal life which cu/minat.
od in the iznorance, Intolerance, otnel-
ty, bigotry,tuperstition, wiokedness and
abominabie spiritual darkness of Lthe
middle ages, which even an spoiogiste
admits was a0 lron age, barren of all
goodnese; 8 leaden age, abounding
in gli wiokedness; and 8 Qark age, re-
markable for tbe ecarcity of writers
apd med of learniog, Chrlet ia repre-
sented 88 In & very deep sleep, the
#hip as» covered wilh worms, and there
were no diroiples who by thelr cries
might Wake Him, belng themselves
ssleep. One bas only to rend this ac-
count of moral depravity and apiritoaij
degeneracy to galo an sesurance that
the epiritual llght of the QGospel of Lhe
Blessed Radeemer nad heen Lsken

from men.

Fifth. Prophecy is history reversed,
that i, eveots hy prophecy sre re.
corded before they traospire, and there
ia asbandsnce of such prophetic blstory
to prove that in the latter days men
wonld depart from the Gospel coven vat,
and a8 & cONfequence the pevere judg-
ments of God would sweep over the
earth, Hear the words of Isalabh for
example: “The earth mourneth and
fadeth away, the world Janguisheth
and fadeth aWay, the baughty people
of the esrfth doanguish, Theearth ia
also defllled oander the inbabitants
thereol.’’ -Here we may pause and ask
why ia all thta calamity and distress
predioted. Ll the propbet anewer,for
contionuing right on he saye, “Becsuse
they hbave transgrersed the laws,
changed the ordinances, broken the
everlasting covenant, Thereinre hath
® gurse devoured the earth, and they
that dwuell thersin are desclate; tbherts
fote the jnhabitants of the earth are

Lsaiab,.*ihey have transgressad

tne last olause of the quotation 18 one
that ailll hbaoge over the inhabilants of
the earth, It ls a calamity Lhat bas
nevel yotovertaken the world, but it
wlil overtake it, 1t must do s0 or the
Word of Gou will fall to the ground on-
tulfilled; and we have tne divine
biasier's mssurapoe that not one jot
or tittle of -.the Word of QGod
ehall fail to the ground nofulfllled.
An examination of the following
paseages wilti show that that the new
testament also 18 burdened wlth proph-
ecy ol the apostaoy yom bave uis.
coveled,

Acta xx; 27.30. II Tim.iv;

1-4. LI Peter 1 1-8. LI Thess. ii; 1-
12.

I do not know, of conrse, whioh of

thess llnes of fact And argumeat led
you to yoor conoluelon, woether it
was one or more of them or all of
them combfned, but I am sure that
any one of them” would ¢onduct you
siraight to your conolusion. O¢ there
iw atlil another means by which you
could arrive at your conoclusion, end,
Judging from the tene of yoor remarks,
perbaps that 1a Lhe one which influ-
ancey yoa moet, viz.,, the state of Lhe
Christian religions world today after
nineteen oenturies o! suppored Christ-
immjty. That ocondition cannot he
batler described than by quotlng what
James Anthooy Fraude has sald of
bas sald of the religions coodition
exisling in Rome in the closing years
of the Old Republic, just previous to
the foundiog of the firet Triumviate:

*‘Religlon, once the foundation of
the lawe and rulees of pereonal conduct,
bad subslded late opinigcn. The edu-
cated, in their hearis dlebelieved it,
Temples were still built with Increas-
ing splendor; the westabliehed lorms
were scrupulously observed. Publie
men spake conventionslly of Provi-
dence, that they might throw co their
opponents the odium of 1mplety; but
of genaine belief that life hau any
serious meaning, thers wag none re-
msaining heyond the olrcie of the
allent, patient, ignorant multitude,
The whole spiritus]l sim-sphere was
satorated with osn’ci — esn’t moral,
can’t political, can't religions; an
affeciation of high principie which
had ceased to tomoh the conduoel, anu
flowed on in an incressing volome of
lneiacere and unoreal speeocb. The
trueat thinkers were those who, Jike
Liucretius, spoke [Fankly ocut thelr reaj
oconvictlous, deolared that Providence
was & dream, snd that man and the
world he ]ived in were materia] phe-
nomens, generaling by natural foroes
out of coemioc atome, and into stoms to
be again resolved.”

Let one try bhow he may, he o¢an-
not more truly deacrlbe the religious
atate of the worid in Lthe closing Jdecade
ol the nineteenth ocentury than by
gquoting thie picture of religious con-
ditione in the oid Rsomao republio.
Aud when suoh conditions prevail no
one wlil attempt to say ihat here trpe
Christianity 12 fourishilog. Some-
thiog mmust he wrong; and ainoe 1L is
beyond question that the pute relig-
lon of Jesus Christ wae estabilshed by
tbe persons] ministry of the Bon of
(Zod and His own chosen spostles, that
pomething wiong must be that men
bhave departed from the Gospel of
Jesus Ohrist, or, in the langnage of
the

theretore huth & oculse devenred the
earth and they that dwell therein are
desolate,”?

Yes, eir, yon are andoublediy right,
Christendom ¢ In an apostate ogon-
dition, Bo far w8 the Pro-
teatant dlvislon of Cbristendon
18 congerned 1t is admitted, The very
fact tbat the eecls whioh make up
Protestant Christendom exists, 1s
evidence that it is admitted. Toat is,
their exIsience procisims that Corls-
tendom &t one time hecame aposiale
and bence thalL sixteenth ocentury
revolution miscalled a reformation,
Toejonty justification for tbat aixteenth.
oentury revaolt againsl Lhe authority of
the Roman Catbolic Chuaroh s the fant
that that church was Ja a state ot
apoatasy. This 18 the whole ground
and defense of the eo-called reforma-
tion. Tbe Cburch of Eagland on her
authoritative homily on the Perils of
Idolstry enys, al page three, *'Laity
snd clergy, lesrned and uniearced,
all agesa snd weects and degrees have
neen drewned inabominahle jdeiairy,
most detwated by (God nnd damnable to
maw, fof elght hundred yeare and
mole.?” While the lesrned and vevont
John Wesley emphatically sald that
the reason why the spiritual gifie of
the  {dospel were nol enjoyed
after the first three orf four centurles
of the Onristian era was hecanse the
Christians bad turned bheatbens again
and only bad & dead form left,

As for the elaimes of the Ostholie
church, that it 8 the Yery churoh or-
ganized by Jesus und His aposiles,
«nd that It has continued wikhout ig.
termission, without a break in its line

( of aucoetsion Lo the authority and mis-

ston of the aposties (rom Lhe days of
Pster to thoee of Lieo XILIL.—bhow can
It etand hefore the c1moined avidences
of the apostasy whionh K have poinled
onl?

But it was not my purpore to dwell
apon thin part of the subject at such
ijength, What I jutended io this
writing was to call yoof stientlon to
the ot that since Christispity la anu
nar heen In a aslete of apostary for
many cenlarles, the only way there
csn be & restoration of toe Obhristian
rellgion, locluding the nDeocerssry
divloe authority to presen  the
Gospel and administer In fts
ordinances, 18 by the latroduotion
of = new dispensation theres{, by
which new spostliea shall be oalled and
sant forth Lo agath call men (o repent.
snce and establish anew the Onurch
of Uhriet on the esrth. This, elr, 18
what [ deelred to oall yoor atteniion
to, that having arrived al one great
truth you might not make the mistake
which Protestant Christendom ia
making by thinkiig that’ men called
teformers can ¢f their own volition and
withont aothority trem (Jod, wand
without reveiatlon from Him, re.
estahilsh the QCuoristlan religlon, snd
restore the Church of Ohrist, Divine
authority once lost to men on earth,
can only be réstored to them by a new
revelation from God in whioh men
shall again be pommissioned with an-
thority to epesak and act for 3pd. Men
sle Dot anthorized to take 'kt upon
themselves to act for men in Lhings
pertaining to God except they be
oalled of God =ss was Aargn
(Heb, V.) *Ye bave not chosen me,'?
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