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make it easy to corrupt the christian
religion

second the effect of that age of easeear
wealth and luxury which came to the
christian ministry and the church
generally when the emperor constan
tlde changed christianity from a
despised and persecuted religion to
that of the tatestate religion of the
empire dd loaded hi ministry with
wealth and worldly bonaribonarboniriegandand by
ahehe 1 amid lousa all otat thisthia patron-
age made it poepossiblesible to effect that
co of pagan philosophy with
on doctrine that forever after
that the simpleample religion of jesus of
nazareth laIs no more to hebe found in the
elaborate ceremonial and ever tolo
eresLicreatinglug dogmas of the church

third the history of the actual
bange that took place lain the doc

of thee christian church
naymay be historically traced out
bowing wherein there wonWB a depa-

rture from the beautifully simple relig-
ion ofof jeujesus christ or oneoae may take
upop abe meant teaching of the chri-
tion churches catholic orof protestantProte
andnil compare their doctrines with theabe
teachings of christ and the apostles
andnd may efly arrive at the conclu-
sion that you havebare reached thathat the

churches are in an apostateapoi tate condItconditionlon
and that the clergymen of today
lutehave nodo sanction of the word of god
and that they stoop to please an
generatedCe aerated people

fourth one may trucetrace throughbrough the
duel boboly pages of ecclesiastical bhibIN
tory ool boniv the departure from the
doutri nes of C aalst but alsoalo me depar-
ture from jibethe moral precepts of the

which took place and the dode
ellneallne in spiritual life which
edd inID the intolerance cruel-
ty wicked new aad

spiritual darkness of theth
middleeddlo BR which eten an apologists
admits waswai an iron age barren of all
googooddoesenew a leaden age abounding
in all wickedness and a dark age re-
markable lorfor thebe acarelty of writers
and men of learning christ inii depre
anted as in a very deep adeep thefile

chip as covered with wormsworm andaad theremare
were DO disciples who by their cries
might wake him being themselves

sleepasleep one hasbai only to tendrend thisbli ac-
count of moral depravity and spiritualpirl
degeneracy to gala an assuranceaMur anoe that
the spiritual ilant of the gospel of the
bleier redeemer hadbad been taken
from MOBmen

fifth prophecy Is history reversedreve raed
that jog events by prophecy are re-
corded before they transpire and there
in abundance of such prophetic history
to proveproe that in the latter daysday meomen
would depart from shebe gospel covencovenantint
aadnd an a consequence thebe severe judg-
ment of god would weepsweep over the
eartharab hear the wordsworde of isaiah for
Oamexampleplo therhe earth mourmournenothtb and

AWRYaway world
andnd eadeth away the haughty people
of wethe earth languishdo langalah the earth Isie
wiiono defiled under the inhabitants
thereof 09 here we may pause and askaak
why is oilall this calamity and distress
predicted lotliet the prophet
continuing ifrightight on be saysay because
they have transgressed thehe lawsjaw
changedoban ged thehe ordinances broken the

covcovenantensaL therefore bath
curse devoured thehe earth and theyhey

that dwell therein are desolatedee there
mefre abe of thebe earth arean

burned and few men are left isaiah
this judgment referred to in

toone last clause of the quotation in aoneno
that still bangs over thebe inhabitants of
the earth it Isie a calamity that hasba
never yet overtaken the world but it
will overtake itiit it mustmost do so or the
word of gojgod will fall to the ground uun-
fulfilled

n
ul filled and we have the divine
MaatKasterderld assurance mat not one jot
or tittle of the word of god
hallball fall to the ground unfulfilled
an examination of the following
passages will showabow that that the new
testament alsoalio lain burdened with proph-
ecy otof the you have diedia

I1 covered acts 2780 11II tim iv
14 11II peter if 1IS 11II thola liii I1
12

I1 do not know of course which of
those lines of footfact and argument led
you to your conclusionsconclusion whether it
waswaa one orof more of them or all of
them combined but I1 am sureaure that
anyone of themhem would conduct you
straightcraighttra ight to your conclusion or there

is still another means by which you
couldcoal d arrive at your conclusion and
judging from the tonstone of your remarksremark
perhaps that isii the one which influ-
enced you most viz the stateate otof the

stion rell loui world today after
nineteen centuries of supposed chariez
family that condition cannot be
better described eban by quoting what
jamrs anthony fraude hasbaa said of
banbai saidald of thehe religiousreligions condition
existing in romeborne in thebe doingclosing yearsyeara
of the old republicsrepublic justjuit previous to
the foundingfound log of the firstfint triumvirate

religion onoeonce the foundation of
the lawslaw and rules of personal coadconductact
hadbad subsided into opinion the edu-
cated in their heartsheart disbelieved it
templestemple were still built with increas-
ing alendorpl endor the established forms
were scrupulously observed public
men maake conventionally otof provi-
dencedances thatmat they might throw on their
opponentsopponent the odium otof impiety but
of genuine belief wat life hau any
serious meaning there was none re-
maining beyond thebe circle of abe
silent patient ignorant multitude
the whole spiritual was
saturated with cantcanse cant moral
oagot political cancant religiousreliglouB soan
affectation of high principle which
had ceased to touch the conduct ano
flowed on in an volume of
insincere and unreal speech the
louet thinkers were who like
lucretiusLiuorelus spoke frankly out their real

declared thatbat providence
waswai a dreamsdream and that man and the
world he lived in were material phe-
nomena generating by natural forcesforced
out of cosmic stoma and into atoms to
be again resolvedved

lot one try how be waymay hebe can-
not more truly describe the religious
tatestate ofat the world inID the dolingclosing decade

of the nineteenth century thanbaa by
quoting this picture of religious con

in the old ramanboman republic
and when aohmuch conditionscondi tlona prevail no
one will attempt to sayaay that here true
christianity lais some-
thing must be wrong and mineainee it lais
beyond questionquei tion thatbat the purepun
ion of jesus christ was established by
the personal ministry of me son of
bod and hishie own chosenloboen apostles that
something wrong must be that men
have departed from webe gospel of
jesus christ or lain the language orof
lealai they have uiethe

lawslawa changed the ordinaneas and
broken the everlasting covenant
therefore hathbath a curse devoured the
earth and they that dwell therein are
demdesolate 12

yes airbelr you are undoubtedly right
christendom is in an apostate con-
dition dobo far anaa the pro

division of christendom
ia concerned itleit la admitted the tory
fact that theabe sects which make up
protestant christendom exists Is
evidence that itIs laIs admitted that in
theirheir existence proclaimslaimi that chrls

bondom at one time became apostate
and hencebones that sixteenth century
revolution miscalledmi called a reformation
Irtirneelononlyay justification for abal sixteenth
century revolt against the dhorityauthority of
the roman catholic church toi the cast
thathat that church arpwas tola a state ot
apostasypoa tasy this inIB the whole ground

and defense of the so called reformsreforma
tionclon the church of england ooon herbar
authoritative homily on the perilsperil of
idolatry says at page three laity
and clergy learned and unlearned
allail ageaage and recta and degrees havebate
been drownedd rowoed in abominable idolatry
most detesteddefied by god and damnable to
maomac for eight hundred years and
more Is while thehe learned and devout
john wesley emphatically said that
the reason why the spiritual gifts of
the gospel were not enjoyed
after the first three or four centuries
otof the christian era waswaa because the
christians had turned heathensheathersheathens again
and only bad a dead form left

As for the elalaclaims of the catholic
church thatmat it laIs shehe vory church or

by jesus and his apostlesapoatles
mdand that it hasbaa continued without lola
torminiontermlion without a break in itsite line
of to the authority and mis

sionion of the apostlesapost lea trainfrom webe daysdaya of
peterpater to thosehaae of leo XIII how can
it stand before the c evidence
of the apostasy which I1 havehare pointed
OUIou

but it wswas not my purpose to dwell
upon this pirt of the subject atas aohmuch

length what I1 intendedtendedlu toin this
writing waswaa to call your attention to
theshe bacs that since christianity lisla and
hasaas been in a stateslate of apostasy forfar
many centuries thebe only way there
can be a reeLerestorationration of shebe
itelireligiongioLi including the necessary
divine authority to preach the
gospel andaad edministeradminister in ifordinances is by the introduction
of a nownew dispensation thereof by
which nownew apostlesapost lea ball be called and
sent forth to agalsagain call menmaim to repent
anoeance and establish anew the church
of christ onan the earth thing sirair lain
what I1 desired to call your attention
to hat havingbaring arrived at one great
truth you might not make theme mistake
which protestant christendom lais
making by thinking men called
reformers can of their own volitionToli tion and
without authority from god and
without revelation from him re
establish the christian religion and
restore the church of christ divine
authority once lost to men onoa earth
can only beba restoredrea to hem by a nownew
revelation from qedgod in which men
shallball again be commissioned with raan
shortly tolo speakpeak and act for godbod men
oreare ootdot authorizedauthorised to take I1 it upon
themselves to act torfor men in things
pertaining to90 god except theybey be
called of god asaa waswaa amironaaron
robheb V ye have not ohms mema


