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for six months shall work a forfeiture
-of membership.

The by-laws provide for commiasion-
ers (o be appointed each year by the
president, and during the summer of
every year there wilt be a fleld day of

fety.
¢ 'f‘}?gc!ni?‘.rinl and annual .membership
fees are each %2, and the board of con-
trol are given authority to levy assess-
ments naot to exceed §1, and to be made
not more frequent than once a year.

The regular nmeeling of the board of
control will be held the Arst week in
Japuary, April, July and Oectober of
each year, and the president or board
are guthorized to call special meetings.
The regwlar meetings of the society
‘for the transaction of general business
are to be held &n the third Mon-
day jn January of each year.

—_—

MORMONS AND CALIFORNIA GOLD

[San Francisco Chronlele, Dec, 19.]

Two of the most important events
that jed up to the glscovery of gold in
Caitfornia were the arrival, on July 31,
1846, at San Francisco, then Yerba
Buena, of the ship Brooklyn from New
York, bringing over 200 Mormon col-
onists., and the organization at about
the same time.of the Mormon battallon
for service during the Mexlcan war.

Driven by popular persecution from
New York to Chlo, thence to Missouri,
and finally to Illinols, where the hos-
tility to them culminated in the violent
deatn of the Prophet, the Mormons
renlized that their only hope of bulld-
ing up Zion lay in a removal to un-
occupted lands in some remote region
west of tbe Rocky Mountailns. In 1846
word was sent by the heads of the
Church to the Saints throughout the
country to prepare for an Immediate
migration. Their place of destination
was kept a secret as far as possible,
many of the AMormons themselves not
knowing the plans of their leaders or
where the colony was to be planted.

Those who had not the means to go
overland were 10 g0 by sea to the Pa-
¢ific coast !n a vessel to be chartered
for that purpose by their agents at
New York. Elder Samuel Brannan was
glven charge of this expedition, and
under hie leadership the ship Brooklyn
sailed .trom New York on February 4,]
1R46, carrying 238 pasSengers., mostly
M.?\l;.nwlglih time Callfornla was »till a
part of Mexico, but durtng the six
months' voyage Of the Brocklyn the
Mexlean war had begun, and one of the
firat aeots of the war had been the seiz-
ure of California by ‘the United States.
On July S8th, three weeks before the
rrival of the Brooklyn, the Amerlean
flag was ralsed at Yerba Buena.

Although the Stars and Stripes float-
ing in trlumphant assertion from the
low, red-tiled buildir~ on Pertsmouth
gquare proclaimed to the Mormon lead-
er- of the Brooklyn expedition the
change of ownership that had taken
place. in the territory where he had
hoped to establish hils colany, no pre-
monitions of ita future greatness haa
a3 yet stirred the sleepy little Mexican
town Into busy life. Before the curious
eyee of the Brook!¥n passengers lay a
#andy heach, strewn with the skeletons
f ¢attle slaughtered for thelr lides: a
Suctession of wind-swept hills bearing
tangled wths of scrub oak and
chapparal, the home of the coyote and
rabbjt, and a few adobe and frame
‘houses, an agdohe barracks, and tem-
borary hide buildings secattered along
the shore.® A half-dozen donkeys car-
rying large bundles of wood, and a few
listless. loungers lazlly observing the
motions of the newcomers afforded the
element of life to the novel scene.

Upan coming ashore the emigrants
instalied themselves in tents and wher-
ever they could find shelter, Indus-
trious and thrifty, they socon found.

work.some of thelr number golng to the
San Joaquin valley, where they formed
a gettlement and planted ¢rops for the
use of the Mormons who were expected
overland, -

Meanwhile the main hody of Mor-
mons had taken up their line of march
overland to the West, and had formed
a temporary settlement near Couneil
Bluffs, Ia. Competlled to leave the
most of their property behind them In
their enforced filght, they found them-
selves poorly prepared for a long, un-
certain journey,and applied to the gov-
ernment at Washington for nssistance
in their migration. The result was the
organization of the Mormon RBattalion.
The pay these soldlers would draw from
the government was to be used in tak-
ing care of their families and trans-
porting them to California. where the
members of the battalion were to be
discharged. .

Elder Brannan had been directed to
go ovérland and meet the Church au-
thorities as soon as his own colony had
found a place to settle. Carrying out
his instructions, Brannan left San¥Fran-
¢laseo the apring after his arrival, and
met Brigham Young and his first com-
pany of Utah Pioneers on June 30, 1847,
Just as they made camp near Green
River, Wyo. At thig meeting Brannan
tried to induce Brigham Young to go
on to Callfornia and settle, instead of
turning 'off at Salt Lake. But Califor-
nia now belonged to the Unlted States,
while Utah was still a part of Mexico,
and thetisolation of Salt Lake valley,
shut In by high mountains and ap-
proached only by a lonely, tedlous jour-
ney through a region inhabited by In-
dians and wild beasts, more than offset
to Brigham Young’'s mind the brilliant
inducements offered by Brannan in fa-
vor of California.

Brannan went into Salt Lake valley
with the Mormon Pioneers, and before
he left there to return to 8an Francisco
information c¢ame that the battallon
men, having recelved their discharge
at L.os Angelea, Cal., were on their way
East to joln their families. The Church
authorities fnstructed Brannan to tell
these men when he met them: on his
way back to California, that only those
who had sufficient provisions to last
them until the next year's harvest was
gathered should come on to Salt Lake.
Brennan met the men on the Sierra
Nevada mountains and dQelivered hia
message. A consualtation was held, the
supplies were put together and only
those whoge necessities could be pro-
vided for went-on to Salt Lake. The
rest of the company returned to Cali-
fornia and scattered about In the pe-
glon around San Francisco bay seeking
employment.

Some of the men went to Sutter's
Fort. General Butter at this time was
building a flouring mill, and, with Ore-
gon lumber at $400 a thousand feet, was
putting up a sawmlil in the foothills and
getting out his own lumber. But he had
ne money, nor could he obtain Taborers
suitable for the work. Neither did he
know the best place to bulld the min,
James Marshall, a practical mechanie,
had come to the fort after an unsue-
eesaful venture at farming, and was
ready to undertake finding a loeation
and bullding the m!ill for a share in the
busineas if Sutter would find the means.

It was at this juncture that the bat-
talion men appeared and suppllied to
SButter and Marshall the necessary link
that had been lacking to carry out thelr
project. These men were not only good
mechanics, but were willlng to wait for
their wages untll the mill war finished
and then take thelr pay ir fiour, jerked
meat and ponies. Work was begun on
the mill, In due time the millrace wns
dug, and the resuit has made possible
California’s golden jubilee.

No palnter's brush has yet taken for
its subject the decisive moment when
Sutler, Marshall and these nine battal-
lon mechanies signed the contract

which resulted in the distovery of Cali-
fornia's gold mines. Yet the splendor
of that event has been felt throughout
the world. Mighty states have arisen
on this Paclfic ecoast, transcontinental
rallroads have been built, countless
steamers and merchant vessels sall
through the once sollitary passway of
the Gelden Gate, hundreds of millions
of gold from the Californian gold
mines have poured In the coffers of
the nations of the world.,and the golden
gleam shinlng across the Pacific hf{s
brought to light the treasures hidden in
Australian mines,

With the great influx of newcomers
after the gold discovery the Brooklyn
Mormons passed '‘from Ppubllc view asa
large and distinetive part of the Amer-
ican population of San Francisco and
vieinity, and their history §8 almost un-
known to those who waik the same
streets they trod but fifty years ago.
They arrived at Yerba Buena too late
to establish the mighty hierarchy thelr
more fortunate brethren founded at
Salt Liake. Not for them arose the
maghifiecent temple or wonderful taber-
nacle, We look in vain among jhe mul-
titude of photographed’ faces In the
Jubllee Souvenir of the UTtah. Ploneers
for one belonging to a member of the
Brooklyn expedition or the Mormon
Battalion. Apparently their mission
ended in failure. But had it not been
for the Brooklyn expedition, whose
leader turned back the battalion men
from their eastbound Journey. Sutter
would not have had the men to build hia
mill, the millrace would not have been
dug, and the gold ini California might
have remalned undiscovered for scores
of years t0 come.

True, gold might have been discov-
ered in Rome other way and By some
other means. But while there is a
world of speculation In the "mlight have
been,” It 12 only the '*has been™ that we
are really sure of. J.et us. then, as our
Golden Jubllee approaches, pay the
tribute of remembrance and acknowl-
edgment to these early settlera In Calls
fornia. who, through thelr own fallure,
helped 80 materially to niake the his-
tory of our state, 1

THE POWER OF THE PRIESTHOOD,

I recelved word tast May to take a
mission to the Northern States. to be-
ready and leave Salt Lake City, Utah:
June 2ith. I arrived in Chieago June-
26th and received notification on the
29th to labor in Cincinnatt, Ohio, undér-
the direction of Elder David J. Davis.
I arrived in Cincinnati on the morning.
of July 2, 1897, and labored In Cincinnati:
four and one half months, where I en-
joyed* my labors and made many
friends.

During our conference on November:
6, 7 and 8 Elders Lyman and Cowley
of the Apostles’ quorum were with us
and gave ur some valuable instructions,
The Saints were very kind to the EI-
ders. -

At our Priesthood meeting, November
9, I and companjon, Joseph E. Wilson
Jr., were assigned to labor Iin Zanes-
ville, Ohlo., A week later Elders Ernest’
F. Malin from Ogden c¢ity, Utah, and
Frederick J. Wadsworth, Taylor, Idahao,
joined our ranks. We are stopping
with two families who are members af

the Church. We have many here
earnestly Investigating the preclous
truths.

Last Thursday while out tracting I
met a lady very much opposed to us.
Among other things, she sald: "If yon
people have power to heal the slck as
you clalm, why don't »ou heal thia
man next door who has been an invalid
for twenty-nine months. He hasn't
been on his feet for that length of
time."” I said to the person that the
afzns  followed the Dbellevers to-""
day am mueh as anciently. -

I called on this gentieman, Matthew
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