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pend upon the life of one or two individu-
als. It was His work, His kingdom, His
church, His plan of salvation, and He, by
His own wisdom and His own mighty
hand bore it off. _

These were the facts, and these continue
to be the facts; and all that the Latter-day
Saints have to do is to live within the con-
fines of God’s holy law and up to their
privileges. Are we doing so? Are we
walking in accordance with these princi-
ples? Let us ask ourselves these questions,
and if any of us are remiss, let us immedi-
ately commence to reform, humble our-
selves before God and be ready to sacrifice
ourselves and all we have, if necessary, for
the building up and redemption of Zien
and for our salvation. 2

We have come together as a Conference
to compare notes with each other, to rejoice
together and to receive instruction; and let
every man and woman that has come or
that may yet come, lift their hearts to God
in solemn prayer that His blessing may
rest upon His servants, that they n}a{! be
inspired with a double portion of His holy
spirit, that the priesthood, in all its life,
power and glory, may speak forth the
words of truth, light and intelligence, that
shall pour comfort into the hearts of the
Saints, and guide and strengthen them, and
illuminate their path, that we, one and all,
may continue in the great and glorious
work which we have commenced.

May the Lord God of Hosts bless yon,
and peace be and abide in your hearts, that
you may appreeciate these things, and exer-
eise faith, nnion, knowledge, power, and
wisdom in your walk and conduct hence-
forth, and that these meetings may be a
blessing to all who attend them, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus: Amen.
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1t has pleased God in the day and gene-
ration in which we live to reveal His holy

ospel. I expectthat He knew the time to
%ring it forth; that He understood the
proper time to introduce its principles, and
¢hose that period in the world’s history in
which it would be received by, at least, a
portion of His children. Iapprehend that
He made no mistake; that the angel which
John prophesied should come forth, bear-
ing the everlasting gospel to the children
of men, came to the right person, to the
#rue Joseph—to the one who would receive
it, and bear testimony that he had seen an
angel though all the world should deride
and point the finger of scoru, call him a
dreamer and treat him with every kind ef
contumely and reproach; and though thaﬁ
eventually persecuted him uato the deat
they could not prevail upon him to deny
that he had seen an angel, and that he re-
ceived from the Lordthose principles which
he taught. :

We believe then that it was the righ
time, and that he, the angel, came to the
right person; that the gospel has gone forth
unto the world, that the minds of the
children of men have been touched with
the light of truth, and thaé it has
had the effect to inspire some to seek rfter
the Lord, to observe and keep His laws,
learn His ways and walk in His paths.
The object and purpose of our gathering
together, brethren and sisters, is to learn
of His ways, and walk in His paths.

It is one of the greatest conceivable bles-
sings which can be conferred upon the
children of men to live in the day and

eneration in which the Lord has sent forth
%.iu spel; in an age in which He has con-
f upon men the authority of the holy
priesthood toadminister in sacred and holy
things. Itis one of the greatest blessings
that could be conferred upon His children
to become the happy recipients of that
knowledge which leads to eternal life and
exaltation in His kingdom. All

Piedge
have this privilege so far as the knowledge |

5f the gospel has come to their ears. In
this the ahfl‘:lren of men are independent:

they have their volition and agency to re-
eeive or to reject these principles when

they shall hear them; wh tha{‘m
sent forth with the authority of’ the Lol
priesthood, which is the autherity of Goj,
and are sounded in the ears of God’s crea-
tures here om the earth, and they reject
them, they incur a fearful responsibility.,
Still they have the power to act as they
please in this matter; but the consequences
rest upon themselves—the Lord has left
them without excuse. Itis a matter for
ou and me and for all persons to canvass
i:ltheir own minds, and we can then act
upon our own volition in receiving or re-
jecting the truth, e iry

All who have not heard the principles of
life and salvation proclaimed will bhave
the privilege of doing so; if ot here, then
in some other sphere or state of existence.
The plan of salvation is ample, fall and
mmp?eta, and will save all the children of
men whe will let it, and the Lord will be
left without excuse in the final winding
up, so far as the e{}_arubatinn of man on the
earth is concerned,

We read in the Snrig’mrau thatto know
the only true God and Jesus €hrist, whom
He has sent, is life eternal. To enable His
ereatures to obtain this knowledge the Lord
has kindly sent forth His revelations frem

I HE DESERET NEWS.

that the Latter-day Saints are the only
people on the face of the earth at the pres-
ent time that have any true knowledge of
God, of the relationship that does exist be-
tween Him and the inhabitants of the
earth, and of the design and object of the
Almighty in bringing them into existence,
and the purpose to be accomplished there-
by in their future state. I say we believe
that the Latter-day Saints are theonly peo-
ple who possess this knowledge. he
world bave no just conceptionsof the deity;
even the Christian world are without the
knowledge of God as much as the heathen
nations, This may be deemed a sweeping
declaration, but it is susceptible of proof,
if we take the Scriptures for our guide and
as the foundation of our argument; that is
if the Christian world believe as they pro-
fess to do. I do not care to illustrate at
this present time, or to bring evidence to
bear to sustain my position, to a people
to understand these argunments and princi-
ples, and who have learned better things,
as is the case with this congregation, We
know in whom we have trusted; we know
who bas led us forth to the valleys of the
mountains; who has blessed the land and
caused it to bring forth its strength for our
sustenance; who has shielded and protected
us from the power of the adversary—those
who have sought our overthrow and des-
truction. We have learned to know Him
as our Father, the Father of our spirits,and
the God and Father ofour Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. He has exercised a parental
care over us, and has delivered us at all
times from the power of our enemies,
brought us an inheritance in a ly
land, blessed the land and caused it to
bring forth in its strength for our suste-
nance. We know that we are dependent

| upon Him for ourivery existence, and that

by Him only are we preserved just as well
as we know that the children ef men, im-
pelled by the adversary, Satan, are
seeking to overthrow us, to break in pieces
the kingdom of God and to destroy from the
face ofthe earth the rule and authority of
the priesthood of God.

Are we prepared to take upon ourselves
the labor, the self-denial, the self-abnega-
tion, I might say the persecution, if if
should be permitted to come upon us, that
continually besets the pathway of the Saint
of God? 1f we are, we are all right; if we
are not we had better repent and seek unto
the Lord for strength, retrace our steps,
and get the Spirit of God in our hearts that
we may me more confirmed in our
most holy faith., When we received the
gospel we felt as though it would be a great
privilege to devote our whole lives and all
our interests in this existence to the exten<
sion of this great and glorious cause. Have
we grown luke-warm in our feelings and
love? If =o it is time to retrace our steps,
lest we become darkened in the counsel of
our minds and turn away to the beggarly
elements of the world.

I will say, this morning, that the gospel
that I received is as sweet to me to-day as
it ever was during my existence on the
earth, yea, more so, for as I advance,
greater and more glorious truthsand beau-
ties develop themselves and come home to
my understanding. If the first principles
of the gospel were true in the days of
Joseph, they are true to-day. Ifthe prin-

.ciples that have been developed as we have

passed along were true when they first
struck our minds with their convincing
proofs, they are also true to-day. If what
we believed were the whisperings of the
Spirit of God confirming these truths on
our minds, were really so, and we received
them from Heaven, we should live faith-
ful to what we have received that we ma
Emgrasa and improve as we ong. We
ave received an item of truth hére and an-
other there, as we could receiveand main-
tain it; but the revelations declare that
there are things yet to be revealed which
have been kept hia from the foundations
of the world. I, for one, expect that the
volume of revelation will remain open, and
that the servants of God will, in the future
as they have in the past, read to us from
the Book of Life. The reflection that we
shall not be confined to what has already
been given, but that we shall continue to
ow and increase in the knowledge of
, and in every good, is one of the most
highly-prized principles of the gospel of
Jesus Christ,

How true it is that, when any new prin-
ciple, or any new idea concerning am old
principle is promulgated, the human heart
seems to rise up in rebellion against it,
and the Saints are no exceptions in this res-
pect, for when the Lord condescends to re-
veal any new tEr.i:tmi le pertaining to their
welfare and the building up of His king-
dom on the earth, many are ready, both in
feelings and practices, to rise up and rebel
against it, hat is the matter? Are we
pent up in a nut-shell and confined in our
teelings to such an extent that we cannot
receive new revelations and in-truecions
from' time to time when they come from
the proper source? No. I think that, for
the great majority of the Latter-day Saints,

| 1 can answer it is not so. It may be so with

individuals; but as a general .thing the
Saints are giad to receive instruetion, line
upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little, as they can receive
and endure it. I beard President Young
say that he told the Prophet Joseph never
to reveal a new principle to him if he
thought that he could not receive it, that it
would be detrimental to his faith or cause
him to turn from that which hé had receiv-
ed. He said he would rather remain in

tione to time; Wat we do hemestly believo | igmomance than to have it prove a stuma-

| in the midst of Israel? O,

bling-block to him. I have seen a great
 many people anxious for revelation, and
for the development of some great mystery
concerning the kingdom of God. 1? have
never felt so; I have been satisfied with
what the Lord should condescend toreveal,
and more than glad if, when it did come, I
was able to receive and practice it.

How many are there wl)

my voice who bave feltinfringed upon in
their feelings
tain Zion and not to trade with their ene-
mies. This was a new feature, but it
touched things of a temporal nature. Why
a great many felt as though they could not
submit to be dictated to, though it was by
the servant of God, in regard to temporal
affairs. Is notthis true, and we, too, right
es we can’t
deny it, there has been considerable howl-
ing made concerning this item. But yet
this is the kingdom of God, and the king-
dom and the greatness thereof are to be

given to the Saints of the Most High. Can
we expect anything else than that His ser-
vant will dictate us concerning our temp-
oral matters? I do not understand it in any
other way. When, I would ask, can the
kingdom of God be established onthe earth,
or in other words when can the kingdom
and the greatness thereof be given to the
Saints of the Most High? Never until a
Eﬂﬂglﬂ is found possessing sufficient good

ard sound sense to use the blessings of
that kinﬁdom to build it up and not to give
it to the devil just as fast as the Lord hands
them over to them. We have come up to
Zion that we may be taught in the ways
of the Lord and that we may learn to walk
in His paths. And you know I have told
you how independent we are—we can
either receive the gospel, or reject it and

take the consequences. But let no man
lay the flattering unetion to his soul that
he can do just as he pleases and obtain ce-
lestial Bﬁlory. We can never do th cept
we make our ways, notions and ideas cor-
respond with the Lord’s, If we expect to
attain to celestial glory, and be prepared
and qualified to receive the kingdom of
God in its greatness upon the earth, we
shall have to make our ways correspond
with the Lord’s, so much so at least as to
be found faithful in making good use of
the blessings which He has entrusted to
us, It is those who are found faithful over
a few things unto whom the promise i~
made that they shall become rulers over
many things. It is not those who fly the
track at the moment of peril and difficult
who will obtain the blessings of Hig
Heaven: no the Lord tests and tries us to

rove if we have rity, and the man
who flies the track,when tested, proves that
he is lacking in integrity and is not worthy
to receive the blessings of those who are
faithful and true. Blessings are no doubt
withheld in Kindness for a time, for many
who receive them grow fat and kick, thus
proving to the Lord that they are net wor-
thy; and peradventure He withholds bles-
ain%s from many very good people, whe
will finally triumph over their own pe
culiar notions and ideas, and make their
wagea so far correspond with the Lord’s, as
to be worthy.

We are in a school of experience, breth-
ren and sisters, and it will be well for us if
we will wisely use and apply the blessings

we receive and the experience that we are
passing through, and so govern and con-
trol ourselves in the future that the experi-
ence of the past may be a light to our feet
in time to come.

It is most desirable to us all that we
should be preserved in the purity ofour
most holy faith, and never depart there-
from or swerve either to the right
hand or to the left. The fate of others who
dave departed from the path of rectitude
ought to be a warning to us all to be care-
ful not to grieve the Holy Spirit, lest we
fall into the same pit. It is a very easy
thing for a man to get into the dark, and
and small things often lead toit. He sees,
peradventure, something in his bishop or
teacher, or in some of the authorities,which
he does not like,and instead of going to the
proper place to ascertain the truth in the
case, and informing his mind correctly
concerning the matter, he lets it corrode in
his beart until disaffection is produced and
he begins to lose confidence. In a short
time, if he indulges in this spirit, he
mouths if to some confidant or friend, and
after doing it once he mouths it again, and
if you follow that man a little longer you
will find that he neglects his prayers and
the duties of his calling, and very soon the
counsel of his mind beeomes darkened,
and soon he is on the highway to apostacy,
and, in fact, he has been there from the
beginning, if he had only known it; and if
no good friend should tell bim his error, in
ashort time such a man goes over the dam
and makes shipwreck of his faith, and that
is the greatest calamity that can befall any
person, ;

What matters it to the Saints what path
they are led into if the Lord leads? Ifthey
are submissive and yield to His dictation,
no matter whether it brings weal or woe,
it will work out good; it may bnng
poverty, so far as the things of the worl
are concerned, but it will never bring pov-

erty to the soul. .And it will be a happy
reflection when we have passed through
this mortal existevce, that we were able to
stand the test, enduring the ordeals and
remaining steadfast and faithful to the end.

I do not know that we are promised any-
thing here but the hatred and persecution
of the world: and this has been the portion
of the Saints of God in every age of the
world, I do believe, however, that the table

thin the hearing of

when they were told to sus- |

‘were in the party.
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is going to change: I believe that when
the people are sufficiently pure and wor-
thy, and capable of wisely using the bless-
ings of which I have spoken, the blessings
of earth and Heaven will be poured upon
them in rich abundance. We have a little
foretaste of this in the blessings that we
have received and enc{' oy to-day. Although
the power of the Adversar {5 very great,
and he still seeks the overthrow .and des-
truction of the cause and kingdom of God
on the earth; yet it is a different age of the
world, it isa differentdispensation; it is the
dispensation of the fulness of times, in
which, no matter how much we may be
overturned, no matter how much individ-
uals may sufler, or how much they may be
called to endure, the final result wiil be
triumph to the kingdom, and it will not be
given to another people; but we shall have
power to redeem Zion and te build that
great and glorious temple in which the
Saints will receive the blessings of eter-
nity, and on which the glory of God will
will rest as a cloud by day and as a pillar
of fire by night. This people are that peo-
ple; these Saints are the Saints of the Most
High, to whom the kingdom and the great-
ness thereof will be given, and another
people shall never possess it,

This should be a great satisfaction to us,
and should encourage us in our pathway
through all the difficulties we may have to
encounter. We would not be worth much
if we could not pass through ordeals. The
Savior of the world had to pass through
them, and we shoumld not complain if we
have to tread in His footsteps ia order to
obtain great blessings at the end of the race.
Let us reflect on these things and go on our
way rejoicing, filling the full measure of
our creation with credit to ourselves, and
with honor to God, our Father, who brought
us to this state of existence, which is my
prayer for Jesus’ sake: Amen,
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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.

FROM FRIDAY’S DAILY

- MuLes MissiNG,—Some two weeks sinoce,
several citizens of the 17th Ward of this
city, turned their mules—some fifteen or
twenty head in all--upon the mountains
north of the eity. When the mules were
wanted they could not be found; a diligent
search has been made for them since with-
out avail. A few days since one of the
mules returned, bearing marks of having
traveled some distance; and it is now
thought the mules are stolen. The ecir-
cumstance of a young man -of this eitly
meeting in the vicinity of Centerville,dur-
ing the night that the animals were sup-
sed to have been stolen, a band of mules
riven by some men who seemed anxious
to elude detection, adds strength to the sus-
picion that they were, and men have
started north in search of them.

There is no doubt but that there are
plenty of men who are inclined to steal
prowling around in our midst; we would
advise those who own horses and mules to
look out for them,

MusEuM,—We understand that Brother
J. L. Barfoot will have charge of the
mineralogical department of the Museum.
From what we know of that gentleman’s
scientific abilities, we have no doubt that
the arrangement and classification of the
minerals will be properly attended to.

SUcCESSFUL.—On Tuesday morning the
waters in the canal running from Cotton-
woed to the eastern partof this city, reached
its terminus in the 11th Ward. Ifthe banks
can withstand the torrents of water that
sometimes pour over the benches at the
time of storms, almost amounting to floods,
it will be a gratifying success; and in the
coming Fall, we may see navigation upon
the face of the waters,

CHANGING QUARTERS.—The store here-
tofore occupied by Bassett & Roberts has
been fitted up with large show-windows,
and will hereafter be occupied by the Drug
department of Zion’s Co-operative Mercan-
tiladlnatit?tli;on. The Hhﬁlva& are beiing ﬂlleg
to-day with, apparently,a ve @ an
splendid stock :Ff drugs. ity

and the desperation of the criminal seeking
to flee from the hands of justice.
On another occasion two young men in a

cell refusing to cease their profane and
boisterous language, the deputy entered
the cell and gave them a sound flogging

with a whip until, with tears in their eyes,
the rascals promised better behavior.”

That's plucky.

AT OMAERA.,—From the Omaha Herald
of May 17th, we learn that W. C. Staines,
Esq., was in that city the day previous, on
his way east., The same paper says:

¥*Something like forty Mormon mission-

~aries arrived in Omaha yesterday en rowute
to various parts of the world to

proselyte
for the. church of the Latter-day Saints.
Mr. Eldredge, Mr. T. W. Ellerbeck, and
other, prominent citizens of Salt Lﬂkﬂ,
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FROM SATURDAYS DAILY.
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CounLpN't REAcH IT.— By a dispateh
we are informed that the evening ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday elicited so
prolonged a discussion on the bill to en-
forea the 15th Amendment and other
matters, that Cragin’s anti-polygamy



