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A BRIEF HISTORY OF CALCUTTA
THE DATA OF WHICH IS DRAWN FROM

VARIOUS AUTHENTIC SOURCES EM-
BRACING THETRE FIRST settlement
OF THETIIE ENGLISH TOGETHER WITH
ITS PRESENT description

DY ELDER NX V JONES

calcutta is situated about one hundred miles
from tilethe sea oilon tiletiie eastern bank of thotile western
branch of the gangesgauges called by europeans the
hongly or calcutta river by tilethe natives bhag
eel ateo and the true ganges and topsideconsideredred by
thein as a holy stream

fortfurl william its citacitadeldeidef standselands in latitude
22 0 233 N I1 longitude 8 4s 22 E oafCafcalcuttaeutta mayirmy
be sidsaid lo10 have been founded by job ChcharnickCharnarnickarvickck
and is built on a dead level with a rich fecunda
ted soil since 1717 the jjungle forest has been
cleared away to a certacertainiii distance and thetile
streets properly constructed and draidraldrainednednod aulaauldailaul d the
ponds filled up by which a vast surface of stag-
nant water has been removed especially in tintthat
portion that callcan properly be called new calcutta
the oldod haslias been but little changed buibut the air
of the city is still much affected by tilethe near prox-
imity ol01 thetile salt lakes

at high water the i versven is here a full mile in
breadth but during thetiie ebb tide thetile shore ex-
poses a lorg range ofof muddy banksbanicis which are
daily increasing in sleesites we by the depo itsils of mud
iromfrom the feculent turbid waters atp the niverriverrive
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onoil approaching calcutta from thalie th e
stranger is much with the magnificence of
usits appearance the elegant villas oilon each side of
tilehie river the governmentgovern mentmant and companascompanys bo-
tanicaltailtali leal gardens the and minaretsmina of the
numerous churches and templess and the strong
and regular citadel of fort williamlilliainVillvili lainiain make that
impression upon tilethe nind of the stranger that is
seldom if ever eradicated especially tfif1 llehelizs
come from a long sea voyage

in 1771 it exhibited a very different appearance
the place where thetile present town now stands
was then a villagevilliige appertaining to the district ol01
luddia thetiie houses of which were scattered in
clusters of ten or twelve each and the innabi
tants chiefly husbanhusbaDhusbandmendinen A forest then existed
totw tilethe south of chand paul ghant wllwilwhichich was
afterwards removed by degrees

between Kidderpore and tilethe forest were two
villages whose inhabitants were invited to settle
in calcutta by the ancient family of the sellsse lisils
who that time merchants of great note
and very instrumental in bribringisbringingnginngip calcutta into
the present form of a town fort william and
tilethe esplanade are the sites where the forest and
the villages before mentioned stood

in 1717 there were straggling villages consisting
ofor small houses surrounded by puddles of water
where now stand tilethe elegant houseshoues of chow

ghee and in 1742 a ditch was dug roundrould con-
siderablesid erable portion of calcutta to prevent tiietile in-
cursionscur of thetile Maharrattas and is still known by
the name of the Maharratta ditch

it appears from ormes liastorystory of tilethe wars of
bengilbengal th t at the time of its capture by sera
fandland bowlah in 17561755 there were about seventy
houses in the town belonging to thetile english
tiletiie esplanade and the site of fort william was
all a jungle at the time though it was evident
that the first elleilenglish9lish settlement was longiong antelantei lor
to thistilis date it haslias without doubt been a comcorn
inermercialmarcialcialclai depot than any of the records
of the place nowilow show

the old cemetery of calcutta bears inscriptions
of english merch ants and seamen as far back as
the thirteenth century thithe town ol010
calcutta extends along the east batikkalikbank of thetiie river
jar overovel six miles but tilethe breadth varies much at
ifflorent places tilethe esplanade between the
town and fort william leaves a grand opening
along the borders of which is placed thetile govern-
mentment house erected byssheby the marquismaiquis of welles-
ley C oilon a linoline with this edifice is a
range of magnificent houses beautifullyfullyrully orna
in buted with spacious verandas at every floor
and terraced roofsls

thetile conventional divisions of the city which are
but two aroarc tolerably well defined and may be
described as follows a line drawn from lleileliethe newgew
mint on the river banks due east to the burrallbarrah
bazarbazar and from there to where Gossit ollaholiah st
crosien loll1011 bazar street and from there due east
to the oilon upper circular road antland
from hastinghastings bridge oilon hollys mullah in a
northeasterlynorth easterly direction to the lower Circular road
will the whole of the space occupied by
the christianchi istian community while a similar pro-
cesa

pro-
cess of demarcation commencing at the new mint
and running as above mentioned including all of
the streets northward as far as Chitpore bridge
and the boundary of thetile Maharratta ditch will
comprehend the greater portion of the city which
is occupied by thetile natives

tiletiie natives however are not exclusively con-
finedfined to this portion of the city the european
divisionistlfill ision is thickly settled with them a great

inn of which are and thetile lower order
oi01 1Hindousdoos while butterybut very few of the europeans
llave their abode in the native portion of the
city

in the native division of thetile city with but very
few exceptions thetha streets are like those of most
oriental cities exceedingly narrow and the houses
lofty with loop holes torlor windows made to close
with shutters and are invariably built with thetile
bicksbacks to the street and iain the form of a lihollowollow
square andlind it is strictly against their caste to
allow a european to even come lutointo that part of
the houhouehouieio occupied by their families and they
are lo10so tenacious in respect to this that the euro-
peansbeansyeans harehava never been able to correctly get thetile
census of the city there are whole squares of
buildings in thetiie heart of the native portion of the
city that a white man never saw the inside of
the lower rooms are seldom inhabitinhabitededs being prin-
cipally used for shops and store roomsrkomsboms

the business portion of the city is comprised
between chand pulpud ghautchaut alidand thetha new mint on

thehe river bank and from the former to lleileliethe leadhead
of street at its junction with dur

and road and from the
new mint in allan eastern direction to thetile burrah
bazar and a line drawn from that to0 o thetilo head of

will complete thetiie deffdefilement
the western dividivisionblonbion of the city is hyby far tiletha

finest portion it is chiefly the residence of tiletiie
Ticia ls rich molmoi chants and functionariesfunctionaries of cal-

cutta and if there is any propriety inIII the term
cityaty of palaces it will apply to thistilis portion

the strangertrauger onoil viewing the esplanade and chow
li
r road from the citadel of fort william

about sundown would say that the title was not
altogether inappropriate

some of thellie streets in this division are of great
dimensions a tilethe road for instance
which is two miles in length average
width notdot less than 80 feet this however is
only built oilen the eastern side facing the plain or
aidan which is from three fourths of a mile to
one and a quarter miles in width and separating
it from the river the houses are mostly of gi-
gantic proportions averaging from forty to sixty
feet in heightbeight with spacious verandahsverandasveran daksdahs and colo
nadeshades which overlookoveilovell ook the fort william
and thetiie shipping lying in the river

onoil the western tidetlde of the road areore several large
tanks which supply that part of the town with
eaterwater the midair is enclosed with a brick fence
thellie upper portionportionsjs panelledpanel led and dhealie interstices
ffilled with rounded tile resembling turned posts
of wood the whole is re fitted every year
aichwhich gives it a clean and neat appearance

the is somesomewhatwhaiwhat jess in extent
there are ho taevernever many fine bulhulbildingsdings on the line
of this street which have allan elegant outward
appearance the interstices oilon both sides of the
street are filled uptip with native hovels which are
rude structures built of mud and bainbuinbambooboo some
are enclosed with matts they are chiefly cover-
ed wwilliit litiletile their near vicinity to tile abodes of
thetile europeans places before the mind ever and
anonalion the contrast between a palace and a shanty

chaudneyChandney chokechioke or thieving bazar is situat-
ed oilon this street you will invariably find ttilelle
streets full of peddlers and retailers of all c escarp
ciolleionss I1whovilo seriously encroach upon the public
thoroughfare they are not confined to tillsthis
street alone but are so found generally through-
out the city which renders a walk iuin thetho streets
anything but agreeable

veiwellesleywellesleyVel lesleyiesley is a street of considerable dimensions
it isis lined almost continuously with native butshuts
which present a most unsightly appearance
theytiley are conconstructedstrutted chiefly of mamatss made from
a sorteort of large cane grass which are tied to the
framefraine work of thehe buildtbuildingsgs which are of bam

1 boo seesei in the groland the roofs are mostly made
of tile some ara thatched with grass and aretire
generally from five to eidt feet from the ground

the Kal assee or native seamans quarters areore
situated in the most central portion of this street
near lierewhere jtit intersects with jauniaun azar street
aandud is inhabited by a debauched and otherotherwiseiselse
totally demoralizedemoralized mass it is a resort generallygenerlallyvally

for those that are out of employmentemploy mentoror who live
by tha wages of prostitution the most part of
the street in this vicinity is a nuisance thistills and
jaunJaun bazar street and the adjacent lanes and alleyalleyss
support not less than female prostitutes

the upper and lower circular roads which
nearly encompass the city on its eastern or land-
ward side are long and are of very fine propor-
tions and called so from the limits they prescribe
as their name indicates they form the eastern
boundary of the city andalid lunfunluniun parallel wilhwith the
maharattaMaharatta ditch

the roads aldeaideare sparsely settled by europeans
and by far tilethe greatest number of th-esethese are on the
calcutta side while the back ground of the other
is filled with jungle and native huts which is a
greatreat drawback toto its appappearancearance and gives a
desolate aspect to the entire roads

like most of the other streets this also is
crowded with natives and their beingbein riosno such
thing in all calcutta as a side walk there is of
course but little safety to thetile pedestrian the fear
of being run over by horses aand
carriages keeps him constantly on thetiie aleiaielt t

there are also someome very fine streets in theiha
quarter they arearp generally short

but of good proportions of which I1 might name
russel paikpark carnacarracan-a and lowdon
old court howehome street is of the most magnificent
proportions it is not less than 90 feet in width
and sosomethingmethin near one mile and a half in length
commencing at toll bazaar oilon thetile northeastnorth east
corner of tank square and running west by the
governor generals palace crossincrossing the eplanE planpian
adeanaade and the aidan OI01 thishis street are situated
some of the first businessbus hiesbies housesbotes in calcutta

calcutta proper hasbas about miles of streets
and contains a population of one million of inhab-
itants the principal square is called tank
square ritusitusituated north of old court HousHouE estreet
and west of loll1011 bazaar in the heart of the
business portion of the city containing an area of
about yards square in the center of which
is an extensive tank vsurrounded by a handsome
iron railing and having a gradation of steps to
the bottom of which is 60 feet the remainder
of the square is beautifully laid off into grass
plots and beds for shrubs and flowers and is of-
ten resorted to by the middle awalid lower classes
for an evening promenade

there are also in the eastern portion of the
city wellington and wellesley squares situated
on streets bearing the same name each of which
contains a tanktand in point of locality they are
inferior to tank square both are enclosed by
an iron railing and supply that part of the city
with water

calcutta has no walls or other outward appli-
ance of a fortified town for the
called tilethe MaMaharatbarattafa ditch merits no such rank
though it was constructed ostensibly for that pur
pose and if at tilethe time it made any defensive ap-
pearancepearance it has longiong since lost it

ththe whole city is supplied with di hiking water
ffromram I1itst s numerous tanks the tanks are supplied
from the periodical rainrains called burrahhurrah bahgat
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or more properly the south west monsoons which
commence about the of june and enend about
the first of october during the dry season they
are supplied from the riverriver by means of steam
hydraulic works which raiseraise it fiflomom the river to
a large reservoirreservoir from which it isis conveyed by
means of aqueducts to almost all parts of thetile
city where it isis used for watering the streets
and replenishing the tanks

calcutta hasthas genwenexpensivesive irregular and thickly
peopled environsenviron but the Eeuropeanseuropeansuro therealthereaboutsbouls
aiedie few and far between of the suburban lo-
calitiescalicall tiepties there are but two worthy of notedote in
tolly east of the circular road and at tilethe termi-
nation of streetsheet isis chiefly innab
lied by the middle and lower classes garden

I1 reach about four miles south of the town isis by
far the most imimportant and liashas a magnificent ap-
pearancepe arance some of the buildings are oilon a large
scale of grandeur and elegance and afeare laid off
itin miniature representation of beautiful
tilethe east and north are con lined withw ith
native villages and husbuls

tilethe population of calcutta is much larger
during tilethe day then at night the natives cross
the nverriver by thousand going to and from their
labor

fort william commands tilethe coun-
tryanandand inin an could contain the entire
christianhr st ianlan kopulpopulationwon it stanstarstanisstandsids on the east bank
of the river ahouabouphoutonetoneone quarter oraot a mile below liellethe

lown and isis inin strength and ity
I1to0 ananyy forarfortresssa inin india it is of nearly an oc-
tagonalt form five of the sides being part of a
rregular lepasonhepason while thehe formsforma of the ollied
three are according to local circumstances the
five regular sides are towards thehe land the bas-
tions here have retired flanks and orilorillouslonsions also an
inverse double flank at the height of hathe beam
this double flank is an excellent defence and
would altogether preclude the passage of tilethe
ditch as from its form it cannot bfbe enfiladed

tilethe barme opposite to the curtain serves as a
rondrood to it and contributes to the defence of the
ditch the ditch iiis drdryti with a lunette inin the
middle the water of the ditches are received
by means of two sluicesjuices that are commanded by
the fort on thehe river bank
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the covered way or entrance isis excellent
every curtain is covered by a large the
faces of which mount thanteen pieces of heavy
artillery thus giving to the defence of these

a fire of twenty six guns
ththe demideml bastions which terminate the five

regular fronts on each side are covered by coun
ter guards of which tilehe faces like thetile lins
are pierced with thirteen embrasuresembra the coun
ter guards are supported bby two iciedoubts each

the whole deidetdefencesdelicesde fencesices are faced and palisadesded
with care and kept inin admirable conditionconditioh and
capable of making a vigorous defence against any
foice

thithis citadel was commenced by lord clive
and bears date 1770 it mounts guns ardaad
has bastionbastions 89 flank bastionsbastion igi coucounteranter
guards and lins lunetteslunetterlun ettes and batteries on
the fausse braye

from girstfirst to astlast the works have cost
stel ling and iss capable of containing

menmed its laboratorytory and arsetibitill forms a greatgi eat
repository for tilethe mu nilion and ordnance of the
north vesternwestern provinces of india

calcutta isis much subject to severe gales which
generally occur about thehe close of the south west
and setting inin of the north east monsoons dur-
ing the yearsears 1840 43 there were perished
inin calcutta and the adjacent colicollcountry the losses
sustainedsultamd by the shipping was almost beyond cal-
culationcu lation the crows which exist in multitudes
inin and about the city wherewere destroyeddesti oyed by theifie vioyiovio-
lence of the wind inin such vast numbers that the
city authorities were several dayslays inin casting them
out of the cilycity

tilethe climate isis veryverb insalubrious both to na-
tives and foreigners andard the heat very oppressive
especiallyespecial during thelielletie months of march april
and blay thetha mean temtemperaturelreire of the ther-
mometer from december the 18533 to the
latlastla t of november 1854 wasva s 76 85 booths

religiously calcutta isla a medley complex and
enous inin the extreme consisting of chris-

tians Mahome dans hinaHiDaHindoosloosOOS parsecs fire wor
shippersshipp erserb buddhists and worshippersworshippers of the sun
bullbulls cows and treestree it has 4 catholic chui ch-
es

di-
essies1 10 Dsdissenterssenters 2 greek and I1 jewish syna-
gogueg01kteliekie with mosques and hindmo
temples beyond numeration

calcutta has but a few places of resort the
chief isis thelee strand where can be seen nightly
the majority of the wealthy portion of its inhab-
itants taking their eveningsevening irive

the town hall isis the only public building inin the
place and this isis ollionly accessible to the higher
classes such a thing dsas a mechanics hall or a
public lecturing hall of any description isis not
known there

calcutta has tried for several years past to
support a theatre but have never beenbein able only
for a short period at a time metcalf hall isis tilethe
only public reading room inin the city and that
stands alone to the credit of him whose name it
bears lord metcalf at his decease gayegave the
money for its electionerection it isis situated on the
corner of hare street ard the strand it con-
tains a full library of books and isis a magnificent
building the museum situated on palpai k street
has a pleasing collection of oriental curiosities
and isis well worthy of the attention of travelers

oioa the rivernver bank are a number of monumen-
tal grauls and inin various portions of the city
there are erected columns and bronze statuesstatue
some of which are of colossal dimensions the
moatmost important isis the monument it
isis a column the pedestal of which isis of cut stone
stone and built with a square base the shaft isis
round and fluted to the balconies which are
andband enclosed with an ironiron balustrade the cacapi-
tol

pi
isis of one solid stone cut inin mendimendl analadal sectionsections

the entire column is about feet high with a
spiral staircase running to the observatoriesobserve atones it
isis chiefly built of briclebrick and of massivemassise propor-
tions it stands upon thehe aidan near the gover
nor generals palace and tiletiie Eesplanadeplanade and can
be seen fromflom almost all points of the city

calcutta is seriously deficient in building maima i
terials the soil andmhd water from which arick
are made isis strongly impregnated with saltpetresalt petre
the burning of the brick does not effectually re-
mote itt and the buildings are inin a constant stateslate
of deterioration and have to be repaired every
two or three yearsears

there are no municipal regulations properly
peakingspeaking inin calcutta its chief officers are com

d justices t

aleretl ere jiss a disgusting firce conducted under the
name of

bpi
policeolice court the order ctcf which stronstrong-

ly
9

bessemresemblesQ lesies the aldaidai d like ev everything eleelseeie
inin india has its service there are about
2500 police whobo are stationed daday andard night
throughout the city they are nativesmaln es from tilethe
upper provinces hired for the moderate sumslim of
eight englishEnglislisll shillings per month the officers
of police are europeans andeand eastast indians

the government of cuiCulcutia as inin all other
portions of india s by consent including euE i

extraction calcutta has not over
within its limits I1

the authorities inin their great clemency5 to-
wards the natives have inin a great measureni done
away with the manners and customs of christian

thetheyy havehavhai e succumbed to the prestige11 of
the ben gahegabea lielle and actually fostfosterer pyb y law many
relics of that degrade the
ihin ththe eyes of thosethoe who esteem themselves the
more enlightened portion off mankind

ononee of thehe onerous duties of the rivernver police
are to traverse thehe river at lumisesunnee each succes-
sivesive moimolcoiningning and sink the bodies of the deaddeed
hindom as they come floating down the merriver
which they do by means of bags filled with sandsard
throwntin own across them

Xaholtahmit distance above tilethe new mint on tie
river bank aat the place where tilethe natives burn
their dead can be seen at all timeslimes of the day
and night one of tilethe most revolting spectacles
batthat the eyes of manmail ever beheld it reduces to

rrealityealita all I1thatat wee have ever heardbeard of the sinner
inin hades frequently before spirit has left its
earthly tenement thetile devotee is heard to exclaim
burree bol curree bol which isis 11HurrahIVarah 1 hurbur j

labrah when his nearestdearest relative will nutput the firelfired
to his monthmouth and if this shoushouldid not effect the
transit of tilethe spirit sufficiently quick liehe is con-
ducted to the margin of the river where he isis
strangstrangledled with holy mud which isis put into his
mouth by his oldest son or some near relative
this accomplished lie isis hurried upon glegiethe pile
and suddenly wrapped in livililiving flames midst the
vociferous shouts of the brahmin priests

thosethosa thatihde are not able to purchase wood are
simply scorched and some not even that when
theythe are considconsignedned to tilehe consecrated ganges
the sepulchre of the nation any daday31 callcan be
seenspen twenty dead and as many live ones waiting
their time to pass the fiery ordeal

one viewview more and I1 am done I1 will extract
from the indian gazette

we are led to understand that the sickness33ss33
among the natives has somewhat abated dead
bodies inin rather considerable numbers may still
be seedseehseen afloat and even inin hollystolyls dullahduliah we havebavei
seen several indeed one remained two daysdavs
near Alliailipore bridge and would we suppose havebave
remained there until this hour had it not been car-
ried away by the rising of the water

it isis quite horrible close to a city like calcutta
to see human creatures floating about or lying at
length on the banks a prey to dogs or carrioncarrloncar tion
birds the sight isis degrading and brutalbrutalizingi zing
it is no less so to see the dooms carrying the dead
in a state the next to nudity slung upon bamboos
and thus casting them into the river making a
nunuisance of the stream it would be a most deidelde-
sirable

i

thing if such a scandalous mode of de-
positing of the dead could be obviated for scan i

daloudalous suchtuchsuch spectacles certainly are to the eyes of
chi in a city subject to chrichristianstian lauslaws and
governmentgOtemment 1

NOTICE
the members of the priests quorum in G S L cityolty

will metmeet in the ward school house the intlet sundaysundby
in every month att 4 by orderolder of the president of
said quorum LEWIS WIGHT

13 am PrepresidentideLtident

NEW advertisementsMERTISEhentsRENTS
I1

WANTED

Alik
it CABINET MAKER apply to
rar mr WAI EDDINGTON deseret stortstore fereer S Lljlitycity 13 2

JOBBERS wakeTAKE
1fyantONyantJINT SATURDAY the of june
AFA F we wiliwiil let to the lowest responsible bidder cer-
tain JOBS of0 work on the public highways in south
cottonwood ward the select men will be foundfourd at the
fort in bald ward at ten on that day

REUBEN MILLER select men13 2 JACOB wellerweiler
LOST

ONrn the of april near spanish9 fork a dark blue OVERCOAT home kanuf ao i
turelureure the finderflader will please report to bishop agler alA
Nenephipiliplit 13 1

1dajesovaI mimmiMIAMI
tnin this city june 111 by eldeeldirr F D richards mrirr AN-

DREW KILFOYLEKILli oyleUYLE and miss saransarah ELLEN WELSH
late of nova scotia

we you all the joy that comes
Ppromfromrom virtuous livesailveslives to peaceful homes

ZA wailmail
in HB T cityolty may 818 RICHARD SALISBURY aged

65 years
heili was boenbomi in packingtonparkingtonPacrackington eng was baptisedbaptizedsed and

became a member of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints april 33 emigrated with his family to the
valley of the great saltsaitalt lake inm 18331853 was ordained a
high priest the ensuing winterwhiter nishis delight was in the
principles and privileges of the everlasting gospel vasnasft as
beloved by all his acquaintances communicated

in provo city may 22 of croup SARAHsarau JANEJANY
daughter of milesillies and sarah weaver aged 4 yearsyeav 65
months and 14 days


