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A BRIEF HISTORY OF CALCUTTA:

THE DATA OF WHICH 1S DRAWN FROM
VARIOUS AUTHENTIC SOURCES, EM-
BRACING THE FIRST SETTLEMENT
OF THE ENGLISH, TOGETHER WITH
I'TS PRESENT DESCRIPTION.

BY ELDER N. V. JONES.

i

Caleufta is situated abount one hnndred miles
from the sea, on the eastern bank of the western
branch of the Ganges; called by Europeans the
Hoogly or Calcutta riverg by the natives, Bhag-
eeruitee aud the true Guanges, and considered by
them as a holy stream.

Fort William, its citadel, stands in latitude |
222 23" N., longitude 88 = 22’ |5,  Caleutia may |

be suid to have been founded by Job Charnek,
aud is built on a dead level with a rich fecunda-
ted soil. Since 1717 the jungle (forest) has been
cleared away lo a certain distance, and the
streets properly constructed and drained, aud the
ponds filled up, by which a vust surfuce of stag-
nant water has been removed, especially in that
portion thut can properly be called new Caleutta.
The old has been but little changed, but the air
of the city is still much sff-cted by the near prox-
imity of thie supderbunds (salt lakes). ‘

At Ligh water the river is here a full mile in
breadth, but during the ebb tide the shore ex-
poses a lorg range of muddy banks, which are
duily inecreasing in siwe by the depo-its of mud
lroin thie {eculent, turbid waters of the river.

On approaching Calentta from the sea, the
stranger is much strid®k with the maguificence of
its appearance; the elegant viilus on each side of

~ the river, The government and company’s bo-
tanical gardens, the spires and minarets of the
numerous churches aud temples and the strong
und regular citadel of Fort Willium make that
impression upon the mind of the stranger that is
seldom if ever eradicated,. especially il he has
come [roma long sea voyage.

In 177] it exhibited a very differentappearance,
the place where the present town now stands
was Lien a village appertaining to the district ot
Nuddia, the houses of which were scatiered in
clusters of fen or twelve each, and the inhabi-

=tants chielly husbandmen. A forest then existed
to’ the South of Chand Paul Ghaut, which was
afterwards removed by degrees.

Between Kidderpore and the forest were two
villuges whose inhabitants were iunvited to settle
in Calcutta by the anclent family of the Sehs,
who were st that time merchants of great note,
and very instrumentul in bringing Calcutta into
the present form of a town. IFort William and
the Esplanade are the sites where the forest and
the villages before mentioned stood.

In 1717 there were straggling villages consisting
of small houses surrounded by puddles of water,
where now stand the elegant houses of Chows
ringhee; and in 1742 a diich was dug round con-
siderable portion of Calcutta to prevent the in-
cursions of the Maharrattas and is still known by
thie name of the Maharratta ditch.

It appears from Orme’s hi'story of the wars of
Bengal th t at the time of its caplure by Sera-
fand Dowlah in 1756 there were -about seventy
houses in the town belonging to the Euglish.
The Esplanade and the site of Fort William was

all a jungle at the time; though it was evident !

that the first English settlement was long anterior
to this date. It has without doubt been a com-
inercial depot mucl®longer than any of the records
of the place now show.

The old cemetery of Caleutta bears inscriptions
of English merchints aud seamen as far back as
the thirteenth century. The morern town of
Culcutta extends along the East bank of the river
far over six miles, but the breadth varies much at
¢ fferent places. - The Esplanade between the
town and Fort Willium leaves a grand opening,

-~ ulong the borders of which is placed the govern-
ynent house erected bysthe Murquis of Welles-
ley.  Continueo on a line with this edifice is a
rauge of magnificent houses beautifully orna-
mented with spacious verandas at every floor
and terraced roofs.

The conventional divisions of the city, which are
but two, are tolerably well defined und may be
described as follows: a line drawn from the New
Miut on the river bunks due east to the Barrah
Bazar and from there to where Cossitollah St.
Cros:e3 Loll Buzar street and from there due east
to the Boitokonnoh on Upper Circulur road, and
from Hastings bridge oun Tolly's Mullah in a
uorth-easterly direction to the LowerCireunlarroad
will inclose the whole of the space occupied by
the chiistian community. While a similar pro-
cess of demarcation commencing at the New Mint
and running as ubove mentioned iucluding all of
the streets northward as far as Chitpore bridge,
and the boundary
comprehend the greater portion of the city which
is occupied by the natives.

‘I'he natives however are not exclusively con-
fined to this portion of the city; the European
division is thickly settled with them, a great por-
ti n of which are Mussulimen and the lower order
of Hindous, while but very few of the Eunropeans
have their abode in the native portion of the
cily.

In the hative division of the city with but very
few exceptions, the stree!ls are like those of most
eriental cities, exceedingly narrow and the hiouses
lofty with loop holes tor windows made to close

with shutters, and are invariably Luilt with the |

bicks to the street aud in the form of a hollow
square, and it is strictly against their custe to
allow a Earvpean to even come igto that part of
the house occupied by their families; and they
are 50 tenacious in respect to this that the Euro-
senns have uever been able to correctly get the
census of the city, There are whole sguares of
buildings in the heart of the native portion of the
city that a white man never saw the iuside of.
‘T'he lower.rooms are seldom inhabited, beiug prin-
cipally used for shops and store rooms.

The business portion’ of the city is comprised
bstween Chand Puvl Ghaut and the New Mint on
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of the Maharratta ditch will |
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the river bank and from the former to the head
of Cossitolluh street, at its junction with Dur-
rumtoliah and Chowringhee road, und from the
New Mint in an eastern direction to the Burrah
Buzar and a line drawn from that to the Lead of
Cossitollah will complete the defipement.

The western division of the city is by far the
finest portion; it 1s chiefly the residence of the
 flicials, rich merchants and functionaries of Cal-
'culta, und il there is any propriety in the term
| “city of Palaces” it will apply to this portion.
| The stranger on viawing the Esplanade and Chow-

‘1inghee road from the citadel of Fort William |

[:ﬂmut sundown would say that the title was not
'altogether inappropriate.

| Some of the streets in this division are of great
| dimensions, a< the Chowringhee road for instauce,

| which is nearly two miles “in length, averuge
[ width not less than 80 feet, This howcever is
only Luilt en the eastern side fucing the plain or
| midan, which is from three fourths of a mile to
| one and a quarter miles in width, und separating
(it from the river. The houses are mostly of gi-
ganlic proportions, averaging from forty to sixly
feet in height with spucious veranduhs and colo-
| nades which overlook the midan, Fort William
and the shipping lying in the river.

On the westeru side of the roud are several large
tanks which supply that part of the town with

 water.

the upper portion is punelled and the interstices
filled with rounded tile resembling turned posts
of wood. The whole is refitted every year,
| which gives it a clean and neat anpearance.

The Durrumtollah is somewhat less in extent,
there are however many fine buldings on the line
of this street, which have an elegant outward
appearauce. The interstices on both sides of the

rude structures built of mud and bamboo. Some
are enclosed with matts.~ They are chiefly cover-
ed with tile. Their near viciuity to the abodes of
the Europeaus, places before the mind ever and
anon the contrast between a palace and a shanty.

Chandney Choke (or thieving buzar) 1s situat-
ed on this street. You will invarisbly find the
streets full of peddlers and retailers of all Ceserip-
tions, who- seriously encroach upon the public
thoroughfare. They are not coufined to this
street alone, but are so found geunerally through-
| out the city, which renders a walk in the streets
anything but agreeable.

Woellesley is a street of considerable dimensions.
Itis lined almost continuouzly with native buts,
which present a most unsightly appearance.
They are construtted chiefly of mats made from
a sort of lerge cane grass which are tied to the

fratne work of the buildings, which are of bam-
| boo set in the groand, the roofs are mestly made
of tile, some are thatched with grass, and are
generally from five to eight feet from the ground.

The Kulassee or native seainan’s quarters are
situated in the most central portion of this street,
near where it iufersects with Jaun Buzar street
and is inhabited by a debauched and otherwise
totally demoralized mass; it is a resort geunerally
for those thatare out of employment, or who live
by the wages of prostitution.
the street in this vicinity is a nuisance; this and
Jaun Bazar street and the adjacent lanes and alleys

The Upper and Lower Circular Roads, which
nearly encompass the cily on ifs eastern or land-
wurd side, are long and are of very fine propor-
tions, and called so from the limits they prescribe
as their naine indicates. They form the eastern
boundary of the city and run parallel with the
Maharatta Ditch,
| The roads are sparsely settled by Europeans,
and by farthe greatest number of these are on the
Calcutta side, while the back ground of the other
is filled with jungle and pative huts, which is a
areat drawback fo its appeargnce, and gives a
desolate aspect to the entire roads.

Like most of the other sireets, this also is
crowded with natives, and their being no such
thing in all Caleutta as a side walk, there is of
course but little safety to the pedestrian; the fear
of being run over by the nmmerous horses and
carriages keeps him constantly on the alert.

There are also come very fine streefs in the
Chowringhee quarter; they are generally short
but of good proportions, of which I might name
Russel, Park, Middleton, Camac and Lowdon.
Old Court Honse street is of the most magnificent
proportions; it i1s not less than 90 feet in width
and something near one mile and a half in length,
commencing at Toll Bazaar, on the north-east
corner of Tank Square, and running west by the
Governor Geueral’s palace, crossing the Esplan-
ade and the midan, Oa this street are situated
some of the first business houses in Calcutta.

Culcutta Proper has about 135 miles of streets
and contains a population of one million of inhab-
‘ilants. The principal square is ‘called Tank

Square, situ@ted north of Old Court House street
and west of Loll Bazaar, in the heart of the
business portion of the city, containing an area of
about 500 yards square, in the center of which
is an extensive tank. surrounded by a handsome
iron railing, and having a gradation of steps, to
the bottomn of which is 60 feet. The remainder
of the square is beautifully laid off into grass
plots and beds for eshrubs and flowers, and is of-
ten resorted to by the middle and lower classes
for an evening promenade.

city Wellington and Wellesley squares, situated
- on streets bearing the same name, each of which
| coutains a tank. In point of locality they are
nferior to Tank square.  Both are enclosed by
ap iron railing and supply that part of the city
with waler, | '

Calcutta has no walls or other outward appli-
ance of a fortified town, for the circumvalation
'called the Maharatta ditch merits no such rank,
though it was constructed ostensibly for that pur-
pose, and if at the time it made any defensive ap-
pearance it has long since lost it. |

The whole city is supplied with driuvking wafer
from its numerous tanks; the tanks are supplied
from the periodical rains called ‘burrah bahsat,

The midan is enclosed with a brick fence, !

street are filled up with native hovels which are !

The most part of |

support not less than 10,000 female prostitutes. |

There are also in the eastern portion of the

| or more properly the south west monsoons, which

commence about the 15th of June and end about
the first of October. During the dry season they
are supplied from the river by means of steam
hydraulic works which raise it fiom the river to
a large reservoir, from which it is conveyed by
means of aquedncts to almost all parts of the
city, where1t is used for watering the streets
and replenishing the tanks.

Calcutta bas extensive, urregulur and thickly
peopled environg, but the Europeans thereabouls
‘are few aud far between. Of the suburban lo-
calilies there are but two worthy_of note, In-
 tolly, east of the Circular road and at the termi-
nation of Durenmtollah street, is chiefly inhab-
‘iled by the middle and lower classes. Garden
' Reach, about four miles south of the town, is by
far the most important and has a magnificent ap-
pearance. Some of the buildings are on a large
gcale of grandeur and elegance, and are laid off
in minlature representation of beautiful parks.

‘native villages and hufs.

during the day then at might. The natives cross

' the niver by thousands going to and from their|

| labor.

Fort William commands the eircumjacent coun-
| try, and in an emergeqcy could contain the entire
| Christian population. 1t standson the east bank
| of the river ahont one guarter of a mile below the
lown. and is superior in strength and regulanty
fo any fortress in India. It is of nearly an oc-
fagonai form, five of the sides being part of a
regular heplagon, while thie forms of the othei
three are aceording to local circumnstances, The
five regular sides are towards the land. The bas-
fions hiere have retired flanks and orillons, also an
inverse double flank at the height of tha beam.

| This double flank is an excellent defence and
would altegether preclude the _
ditch, as from its form it cannot be enfiladed.

The berme opposite to the curtain serves as a
roand fo it and contributes to the defence of the
dilch. The diteh is dry with a lunette in the
middle. The water of the dilches are received
by means of two sluices that are commmanded by
the fort on the niver bank.

ft

every curtain is covered by a large ravlin, the
( faces of which mount thirteen pieces of heavy
!artillery, thus giving fo the defence of these rav-
lins a fire of {wenty-six guns,
| The demi bastions which terminate the five
recular fronts, on each sice are covered by coun-
ter-guards, of which the faces, like the ravlins,
are pierced with thirteen embrasures, The coun-
ter-gnards are supported by two redoubls each.
The whole defences are faced and palisaded
- with care, and kept in admirable condition, and
capable of making a vigorous defence against any
foree.
This ciiadel was commenced. by Lord Clive,
and bears date 1770. It mounts 619 guns amnd
has 250 bastions, 89 flank bastions, 197 counter-
guards and ravlins, 122 lunettes and batteries on
| the Fausse Braye. |
From first to last the works have cost £2,000.,-
000 sterling and is capable of containing 15,000
men. lIts laboratory and arsen?l forms'a great
' repository for the wmunition and ordnance of the
north western provinces of India.
Calentia is much subject to severe gales which
generally occur about the close of the south west
and setling in of the north east monsoons. Dur-
ing the years 1840-43 there were 85,000 perished
in Caleutta aud the adjacent country; the losses
sustained by the shipping was almost beyond cal-
culation. The crows which exist in multitudes
in and about the city were destroyed by the vio-
lence of tlie wind in such vast numbers that the
city authorities were several days in casting them
out of the city.
The climate.is very insalubrious both to na-
tives and foreigners, and the heat very oppressive.
especially durmg the months of March, April
and iiay. The mean temperature of the ther-
. mometer from December the 1st, 1853, to the
last of November, 1854, was 76 85-100ths.
Reliziously Calcutta is a medley, complex and
heterogenous in the extreme, consisting of Chris-
tians, Mahomedans, Hindoos, Parsees (fire wor-
shippers), Buddhists, and worshippers of the sun,
bulls, cows arid trees. It has 4 Catholic church-
es, 10 Digsenfers, 2 Greek and | Jewish syna-
gogue, with Mahomedan mosques and Hindoo
temples beyond numeration,.
Calcutta bas but a few places of resort; the
chief is the Strand, where can be seen nightly
the majority of the wealthy portion of its inhab-
itants taking their evening’s arive.
. The town hall is the only public building in the
place and this is only accessible lo the higher
classes. Such a thing as a mechaunics’ hall or a
ublic lecturing hall of any description is not
inown there,

Calcutta has tried for several years past to
support a theaire, but have never been able only
for a short period at a timme. Metealf hall is the
| only public reading room in the city, and that
stands alone to the credit of him whose name it
bears. Lord Metcalf at his decease gave the
money for its erection. It is situated on the
corner of Hare street ard the Sfrand. It con-
tains a full library of books and is a magnificent
building. The museum, sifuated on Park street,
has a pleasing collection of oriental euriosities
and is well worthy of the attention of travelers.

Oa the river bank are a number of monutwen-
tal ghauts and in various portions of the city;
there are erected columns and bronze statues,
some of which are of colossal dimensions. The
most important is e Ochterlopg monument. It
is a column, the pedestal of which is of cut stone
stone and built with a square base, the shaft is
round and fluted to the balconies, which are two,
and enclosed with an iron balustrade. The capi-
tol is of one solid stone cut in meridianal sections.
The entire column is about 150 feet high with a
| spiral staircase running 1o the observatories. It
is chiefly built of brick and of massive propor-
tions, It stands upon the midan near the Gover-
nor-General’s palace and the Esplanade, and can
be seen from almost all points of the city.

The population of Caleutta is much larger.

passage of the.

| The covered way or entrance is excelleni;
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Calcutfa is seriously deficient in building ma-
terials. The soil and water from which the briek
are made is sbsongly impregnated with saltpetre;
the burning of the brick does not effectually re-
move it, and the buildings are in a constant state
of deteriorafion and have to be repaired every
two or three years.

There are no municipal regulafions, properly
speaking, in Calcutta. Its chief officers are comn-
missioned justices.

Tlere is a disgusting farce conducted under the
name of police court, the order cf which strong-
ly resembles the military, ard likeeverything else
(in India bas its “service.’”” There are about
12,600 police who are stationed day and night
| throughout the cify. They are natives from the
upper provinces hired for the moderate sum of
eight English shillings per month, The officers
of police are Enropeans and East Indians.

The government of Culcutia, as in all other
portions of India, is by consent. Including Eu-

The east and north are con.nuously lined with ropean extraction. Caleuita has not over 4000
| Top s

within ifs limits,

The authorities, in their ““great clemency” fo-
wards the natives, have in a great measure done
away with the manners and customs of Christian
'nations. They have succumbed to tne prestige of
itlle_ Bengalie, and actually foster by law many
velics of barbarism that degrade the orientalist
(in the eyes of those who esteem themselves the
- more enlizghtened portiocn of mankind.

One of the onerous duties of the river police
are to trgyerse the river at sumise each succes-
sive morning and sink the bodies of the .dead
Hindoes as they come floaling down the river,
which they do by means of bags filled with sand
thrown across them.

A short distance above the New Mint on tle
river bank, at the place where the natives burn
their dead, can be seen at all limes of the day
and night one of the most revelting spectacles
that the eyes of man ever beheld. It reduces fo
reality all {Fat we have ever heard of the sinner
in Hades. Frequently before spirit has left its
earthly tenement, the devotee is heard (o exciaim
Hugree bol! hurree bol!—which is ‘Hurrah! hur-
| rahl’—when his nearest relative will put the fire

to his month, and if this should not effect the
transif of the spirit sufficiently quick, he is con-
ducted to the margin of the river where he is
strangled with holy mud, which is put into his
mouth by his oldest son or some near relative.
This accomplished, he is hurried upon the pile
and suddenly wrapped in livide fames midst the
vociferons shouts of the brabmin (priests).

Those that are not able to purcbase wood are

‘they are consigned to the consecrated Ganges—
the sepuichre of the nation. Any day can be
seen twenly dead and as many live ones waiting
lheir time fo pass the fiery ordeal.

One view more and I am done.
from the ‘Indian Gazette:’—

‘We are led to understand that the sickness
among the natives has somewhat abated. Dead
bodies in rather considerable nuinbers may still
be seen afloat, and even im Toily’spullah we have

I will extract

|seen several. Indeed, one remained two days

near Allipore bridge and would, we suppose, have
remained there until this hour had it not been car-
ried away by the rising of the water.

It is quite horrible, close to a eity like Calcut!a,
lo see human creatures floating about, or lying at
Jength on the banks, a prey to dogs or carrien
birds. The sight is degrading and brutalizing.
It is no less so lo see the dooms carrying the dead
in a state the next tonudity, slung upon bamboos,
and thus casling them into the river, making a
nuisance of the stream. It would be a most de-
sirable thing if such a scandalous mode of de-
positing of the dead could be obviated, for scan-
dalous such spectacles certainly are to the eyes of
Cluistians in a city subject to Christian laws and
government.’
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NOTICE.

The members of the Priests? Quorum in G, 8. L. Cltr
will meet in the 14th Ward School house the 1st Sunday
in every month at 4 o,clock, by order of the President of
said Quorum. LEWIS WIGHT,

13-6in . President,

R

In this city, June 1, by Rider F. D. Richards, Mr. A ‘~.u
DREW KILFOYLE and Miss SARAH ELLEN WELSII,
late of Nova Scotia.

We wish you all the joy that comes
_me virtuous lives, to peaceful homes.

He was born in Packington, Eng.; was baptised and
became a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints April 3, 1844; emigrated with his family to the
Valley of the Great Salt Lake in 1853; was ordained a

High Priest the ensuing winter. His delight was in the
principles and privileges of the everlasting gospel; was
beloved by all his acquaintances.—[Communicated.

In Provo city, May 22, 1857, of croup, SARAH JANF,
daughter of Miles and. Sarah Weaver, aged 4 years, b
months and 14 days. 3

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
WANTED,
CABINET. MAKER.—Apply to

Mr. WM. EDDINGTON, Deseret Store, (5. S. L.
’ 13-2
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JOBBERS TAKE NOTICE.
N SATURDAY the 13th of June,

we will let to the lowest responsible bidder, cer-
tain JOBS of Work on the public highways, in South
Cottonwood Ward. The select men will be found at the
fort in =aid Ward at ten u’ﬁuﬂ:ﬁ? .]lth at day.
- REUBEN MILLER, _
13.2 JACOB WEILER, } Select Men,

P LOST,
N the 29th of April, near Spanish

Fork, a dark blue OVERCOAT, home muanutace
ture. The finder will please report to Bishop Bigler, at
Nephi, - 13-1
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simply scorched, and some not-even that, when -
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