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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

junjuxjuseJUNEF 1844

it is said that the guard elevated their fire
locks and boisterously threatening the mob
dischargedcharteddischargeddis their firearmsfire arms over their heads
the momob encircled the building and some of
them rushed by the guard up the flight of
stairs burst open thedoorthe door and began the work
of death while others fired in through the open
mwindows

in the mean time joseph hyrum and tay-
loror had their coats off joseph sprungt to hisbig
coat for his six shooter hyrum for his single
barrel taylor for markhamsMark hams large hickory
cane and dr richards for taylors cane all
deprang against the door the balls whistled up
he stairway and in an instant one came

through ththe door
joseph smith john taylor and dr rich-

ards sprang to the left of the door and tried to
knock asinetheasidethe guns of the ruffians

hyrum was retreating back in front of the
door and snapped his pistol when a ball struck
him in the left side of his nose and he fell on
his back on the floor saying lillii1 I AMAINI A DEAD
manyMAN i

As he fellfall on the floor another ball from the
outside entered his left side and passed throughthrongih
his body with such force that it completely
broke to pieces hisbig watch which he wore in
his vest pocketdocket and at the same instant ano-
ther balvail I1 from the door crazed his breast and
entered his headheld by thehe throat subsequently a
fourth ballbail entered hisbis left leg

A shower of balls were pouring through all
parts of the room many of which lodged in
the ceiling just above the head of hyrum

joseph reached round the door casing and
discharged hisbig six shooter into the passage
several barrels missing fire continual dis-
charges came into the room

elder taylor continued parrying their guns
until them about half their length
ined the room when lihe found that resistance
was vinann la he attempted to jump out of the

a ball fired from within struck
him ba Is I1lefteft thigh hitting the bone and
passing within half an inch of the
other sidehide Hcofellhefelifelifeilfell on the window sillbill when
a ballbailhiredfired fromfroal the outside struck his watch
in his vest pocket ind threw him back into
the roomaagaug behe fell into the room he waswag hit by
two ibiieemoreoie baitsballs one of them injuring his left
wrist considerably and the other entering at
the ssaddee 0off fhetile bone just below the left knee
hails rrolled under the bed which was at the
right of the window in the south east corner
of the room

while he lay under the bed he was fired at
severalbeveral times from the stairway one ball
struck him on the left hip which tore the
fleshllesh in a shocking manner and large quanti-
ties of blood werewere scattered upon the wall and
floor

when hyrumharui fell joseph0 ech exclaimed oh
deaidealdear brother hyrum anand hopeniopeningn the door a
few inches he discharged his six shooteroter in the
stairway as stated before two or three bar-
rels of which missed fire

josephjosph seeing there waswag no safety in the
roomcoomroomandand probably thinking that it would save
the livesilves of his brethren in the room if he could
escape turned calmly from the door dropped
his pistol on the floor and sprang into the win-
dow when two balls pierced him from the
door and one entered his right breast from
without and he fell outward into the hands of
his murderers exclaimexclaimingexclaimingin fcocco0 lord my god
ilehe fell partly on his rirightt shoulder and back
hishia neck and head reaching the ground a little
before his feet and he rolled instantly on hisbis
face

from this position he was taken by a man
who was barefoot and bareheaded and having
on no coat his pants rolled up above hisbis knees
and hishia shirt sleeves above his elbows ilehe
setbetseet joseph against the south side of the well

urb which was situated a few feet from the
col levi williams ordered four men

to shoot him they stood about eight feet from
the curb and fired simultaneously A siimsligslight
cringe of the body was all the indication of
pain visible when the balls struck him and he
fell on hisbis face

the ruffian who set him against the well
curb now gathered a bowie knife for the pur-
pose of severing his head from his body ilehe
raised the knife and was tnin the attitude of
striking when a light so sudden and powerful
burst from the heavens upon the bloody scene
passing its vivid chain between joseph and

highia murderers that they were struck with
i terror this light in its appearance and po-

tency bamesbaffle all powers of description the
arm odtheof the ruffianganian that held the knife fell pow-
erlesseiaeiliesoleso the muskets of0 the four who fired fell

to the ground and they all stood like marble
statues not having the pawpowerer to move a single
limb of their bodies

the retreat of the mob waswag as hurried and
disorderly hsas it possibly could have been col
williams hallooedhallowedhallooed to some who had just com-
menced their retreat to come kackback andard help to
carry off the four men who fired and who were
still paralysedparalyzed they came and carried them
away by main strength to the babaggage0 9aweage wagons
when they flednned towardstowards warsaw

dr ichardsrichardsll escape was miraculous he
being a very large man and in the midst of a
shower of balls yet he stood unscathed with
the exception of a ball which tooltook away the
tip end of the lower part of his left ear whichwbich
fulfilled literally a proprophecychecy which joseph
made over a year previouslyprevious slysiy that the time
wwould0uld come that the balls would fly around
him like hailbail and he should see his friends fall
on the right and on the left but that there
should not be a hole indis armentgarment

the following is copied amfrom the times and
seasons I1

TWO MINUTES IN JAIL I1

possibly the followingfollowing
ak

events occupied near
three minutes but I1 thirthilthinkn only about two and
have penned them for the gratification of many
friends carthage june 1844

A shower of musket balls were thrown uptp
the stairtaital r way against the apor of the prison inin
the second story followed by many rapid foot-
steps

while generals joseph and hyrum smith
mr taylor and myself who were in the front
chamber closed the door of our room against
the entry at the head of the stairs and placesplaced
ourselves against it there being no lock on the
door and no catch that was useableuse able

tilethe door is a common panel and as soon as
we heard the feet at the stairs head a ball was
sent through the door which passed between
us and showed that our enemies were despera-
does and we must change our positiongen joseph smith mr taylor and myself
sprang back to the front part of the room andgen hyrum smith retreated two thirds across
the chamber directly in front of and facinfacing0 the-
door 1

A ball was sent through the door which hit
hyrum on the side of his nose when behe fell
backwards extended at length without movinmoving
his feet s

fromFrom the holes in his vest the day was
warm and no one had their coats on but my-
self pantaloons drawers and shirt it appears
evident that a ball must have been thrown from
without through the windowwindo which entered
his back on the right side and passing through
lodged against his watch which was in his
right vest pocket completely pulverizing thethath e
crystal and face tearing offorf the hands and
mashing the wholewhale body of the watch at the
same instant the ball from the door entered his

I1 inose
As he struck the floor he exclaimed emphat-

ically pmpra a deaddeal man 1 joseph looked to-
wards him and responded 100 dear brother
hyrum and opening the door two or three
inches with hisbis left hand discharged one bar-
rel of a six shooter pistol at random in the
entry from whence a ball grazed hyrams
breast and entering hisbig throat passed into his
head while other muskets were aimed at him
and some balls hit him

joseph continued snapping his revolver
round the casing of the door inintoto the space as
before three barrels of which missed fire
while mr taylor with a walking stick stood
by his side and knocked down the bayonets
and muskets which were constantly discharg-
ing through the door way while I1 stood by
him ready to lend any assassistanceistance with another
stick but could not come within striking dis-
tance without going directly before the muz-
zle of the guns

when the revolverrevolver failed we had no more
fire arms and expected an immediate rush of
the mob and the door way full of muskets
half way in the room and no hope but instant
death from within

mr taylor rushed into the window which
is some fifteen or twenty feet from the ground
when his body was nearly on a balance a ball
from the door within entered his leg and a
ball from without struck his watch a patent
lever in his vest pocket near the left breast
and smashed it into apipi 1 leaving the hands
standing ata 5 16 minutes and 26 se-
conds the force of which ball threw him back
on the floor and he rolled under the bed which
stood by his side where he lay motionless the
mob from the door continuing to fire upon limbimhim
cutting away a piece of flesh from his left hip
as large as a mans hand and were hindered
only by my knocking down their muzzles with
a stick while therthey continued to reach their
gunsguna into the room probably left handed and
aimed their discharge so far around as almost
to reach uss in the corner of the room to where
we retreated and dodged and then I1 recom-
menced the attattackackwithwith my stick

joseph attempted as the last resort to leap
the same window from whence mr taylor
fell when two balls pierced him from the
door and one entered his right breast from
without and he fell outward exclaiming 100
lord my god As hisbig feet went out of the
window my headbead went in the balls whistling
allaroundallail around hefelihe fellfeli on his left side a dead man

at this instant the cry was raised ilesilaslies
leaped the window andind the mob on the stairs
and in thetha entry ran out

I1 withdrew from the window thinking it 0of

no ususe to leap out on a hundred bayonets thenthem
around gen smiths body

not satisfied with this I1 again reached my
head butof the window and watched some
seconds to see if there were any signs of life
regardless of my own determined to seeseethetheezend of him I1 loved being fully satisfied that
liellehelaswas teaddead with a hundred men near the
body and more coming11 round the corner of the
jailjallii 1 and expecting a return to our room I1 rush-
ed towards the prisonson door at the head of the
stairs and through the entry from whence the
firing had proceeded to learn if the doors into
the prison were open

when near the entry mr taylor called out
take molwe 1I pressed my way till I1 found all

doors tinbarredunbarred returning instantly caught mr
taylor under my arm and rushed by the stairs
into the dungeon or inner prisonis on stretched
him on the floor and covered hairhimm with a bed in
such a manner as not likely to be perceived
expecting an immediate return of the mob

I1 said to mr taylor this is a hardbard case to
lay you ohon the floor but if your wounds are not
fatal I1 want youyoli to live to tell the story I1
expected to be shot the next moment and stood
before the door awaiting the onset

WILLARD RICHARDS
while willard richards and john taylor

were in the cell a company of the mob again
rushed up stairs but finding only the dead body
of hyrum they were again descending the
stairs when a loud cry was heard the mor
mons are coming which caused the whole
band of murderers to flee precipitately to thi
woods

the following communication was written
and sent to nauvoo

carthageCar thatthao e jail 8 5 min pmpmj
june 1844

joseph and hyrum are dead taylor wound-
ed not very badly I1 am well our guard
was forced as we believe by a band of mis
sou rians from 1 to the job wabwas done in
an instant and the party fled towards nau-
voo instantly this is as I1 believe it the
citizens here are afraid of the mormonscormons at-
tacking0 them I1 promise them no

W RICHARDS 12

NB the citizens promise us protection
alarm guns have been fired

JOHN TAYLOR
addressed to governor ford gen dunham

col markham emma smith nauvoo
this letter was given to william and john

barnes two whoho were afraid to go
to nauvoo fearing that the mormonscormons would
kill them and lay everything waste about cart-
hage they therefore carried it to azra adams
who was sick with the ague and fever about
212 milesmites north of carthage he was afraid to
go on the main road and after two hours per-
suasion mr benjamin eylandleylandL consented to
pilot adams by a blind road and about mid-
night they started and arrived in nauvoo a
little after sunrise they found thehe news hadbad
arrived before them forfortor about a dozen men
were chattinchattingt about it at the mansion nonot
knowing whatwhat to believe until adamsadama hahandedndel
iiiin the above official letter

in the meantime the governor was making
to the saints in nauvoo one of the most in-
famous and insulting speecheses that ever fell
from the lips of an executive among other
thinesthings he said a great crime has been donedone
bby destroying the expositor press and placing
the city under martial law and a severe atomatolatone
mantment mustmusj be made so PREPARE YOURyoun MINDS
FOR THE engenEMERGENCEERGEN oytcit another cause of ex-
citementcitement is the fact of your having so many
fire arms the public are afraid thatthai you are
going to use them against government I1 know
thare is a great prejudice against you on ac-
count of your peculiar religion but you ought
to be praying saints not military saints de

upon a more from
the citizens and the torch which iais now al-
ready lighted will be applied the city may be
reduced to ashes and extermination would in-
evitablyevitably follow and it gave me great pain to
think that there was danger of so many inno-
cent women and children being exterminated
if anything of a serious character should bee-
fat the lives or property of the persons who
are prosecuting your leadersleadaraadera you will be held
responsible

the governor was solicited to stay until
morninmorningir but he declined and left nauvoo at
about 61 pm and in passing up main street
his escort performed the sword exercise giving
all the passes guards cuts and thrusts faking
up the entire width of the and making
as imposing a show as they could uuntiltil they
passed lyons store near the Amasonicason a hall
this was apparently done to I1intimidateti 1 ate ohpth
people as the governor had reremarkedr e d in his
speech that they need not eexpecthect to set them-
selves up against such weliwell disciplined
troops I1

soon after capt Shisingletongleton and his company
left forbornefor home

when the governor and his party had pro-
ceeded about three miles from nauvoo they
met two messengers gergegeorgecerge D grant and
david bettisworth hastening with the sad
news to nauvoo the governorgoverno took them back
to grants housebouse 14I1 J miles east of carthage
with him in ordercordei to prevent their carrying
the news untilI1 I1 he and the authorities had re-
moved the county records and public documents
and until most of the inhabitants had left car-
thage the governor thenthem proceeded towanda
carthage when grant took another horse and
rode into nauvoo with the nebnesnews that night

191212 at night june 7

carthcarthageage hamiltons tavern
to mrs emma smith and maj gen dun-

ham ac
the governor has just arrived says all

things shall be inquired into and all right
measures taken

I1 say to all the citizens of nauvoo my
brethren be still and know that god reigns
dont rush out of the city dont rush to cart-
hage stay at home and be prepared for an
attack from missouri robbersmobbers the governor
willwiil render every assistance possible has sent
out ordersordera for troops joseph and hyrum are
dead we will prepare to move the bodies as
soon as possible

the people of the county are greatly excited
and fear the cormonsmormons will come out and take
vengeance I1 have pledged my word the mor
mons will stay at home as soon as they can be
informed and no violence will be on their part
and say to my brethren in nauvoo inin the namenama
of the lord be still be patient only let such
friends as choose come here to see the bodies
mr taylors wounds are dressed and not
seseriousrions I1 am sound

WILLARD RICHARDS
JOHN TAYLOR
SAMUEL H SMITH 72

defend yourselves until protection can beb
furnished necessary june 18441841

THOMAS FORD
governor and commander inin chief

amrmr orson spencer dear sir
please deliberate on this matter prudence

may obviate material destruction I1 was at
my residence when this horrible crime was
committed it will be condemned by three
fourths of thetiie citizens of the county be quiet
or you will be attacked from missouri

M R DEMING
it was near midnight before dr richards

could obtain any helphele or refreshments for john
taylor who waswag badly wowoundedded nearly all the
inhabitants of carthage having fled inin terror

i friday 28 1 ama m the Ggovernorgovernor said the
matter should be ininvestigatedvestinvestilrated and that there
was a great responsibility resting upon him
he also said he would s nd a messenger with
an express for dr richards and wrote an order
for the citizens of nauvoo to defend themselves

he then went to the public square and ad-
vised all who were present to disperse as he
expeapexpectedacted the mormonscormons would be sjsu exasperated
ththatat they would come and burn the town
wwhereuponI1 the citizens of carthage fled inin all
directions and the governor and his posse fled
towards quincy and did not consider them
selves safe until they had reached autaugustamuta IS
miles distant from carthagecarCirthage

at daybreak dr richardsrichardi eat breakfast
cacaptcapipt singleton of brown county arrarrivedivedired

from kauvnauvoooo00 withith highis troops
aboutabort 8samam dr Ricrichardshardsbards started fofor nau-

voo with the bodies of joseph andabd hyrum on
two wagons accompanied by their brother
samuel H smith mr hamilton and a guard
of eight soldiers who had been detached for
that purpose by oengeh deming the bodies
were covered with bushes to keep them from
the hot sun they were met by a great as-
semblagesemblage of the citizens of N on

street about a mile eastokeast of the temple
about 3rpmpm under direction of

thethe city council the lieutenant generals
staff major general jonathan dunham and
staff the acting brigadier general hosea stout
and staff commanders and officers of the le-
gion and several thothou aidsda of the c 1citizens were
there amid the most solemn lamentations and
wailinggaitingswaiwal tings8 that ever ascended into the ears of
theford of Hoststo be avenged of their enemies

when the procession arrived the bodies were
both taken into the nauvoo mansion the scene
herethere cannot be described

about 8 or personspersona were addressed bybr
drdewillardwillard richards W W phelps Eesquiressquiresi

woods and reid of iowa auaudd col stephen
markham dr richards admonished the peo-
ple to keep the peace stating that he had
pledged his honor and his life for their good
conduct when the people with one united voice
resolved to trust totocheahe law for a remedy ot0
such a high handed assassination and when
that failedfailed to call upon god to avenge them of
their wronwrongsdigs

010 americans weep ferfor the glory of freedom
has departed

when the bodies of joseph aud hyrum ar-
rived at the mansion the dhoridoor were closed
immediately thetha people were told to go quietly
home and the bodies would be exhibit edth
next morning at 8 am

dimicdimickk B huntington with the assistance
of wmwin marks and william D huntington
washed the bodies from head to foot josejosephh
was shot in the right breast aisoalaaloaio under lethe
heart in the lower part of his bowels on thethem

right side and on the big wrinkle on the back
part of the right hip one ball had come out
at the right shoulder blade he put cotton
soaked in camphor into each wound and laid
the bodies out with fine plain drawers andaro
shirts white kerchiefsneckerchiefs white cotton stock-
ings and white shrouds gilbert goldsmith
was doorkeeper at the time

after this was done emma who was aatt the
timetim pregnant was then permitted to view the
bodies on first seeing the corpse of her hus-
band

hug-l
band she screamed and fell but was supported
by dimick B huntington she then fell upon
hisbig face arat d kissed him calling him by ramename
and begged of him to speak to her once th
scene wasrias too affecting almost to be borne


