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fact there are very few who compre-
hend today the positlon we ooonpy,
sod the reeponsibllity we are under tv
“‘God and the Holy Priesthood, who
have raised us upand placed us here
in the midet of a geperation of men
and women, children of men, upon
whose heads are golng to resl great
responnsibiiities, In the gresi evenls
whioh are to follow each other In
quick succeesicon In the day in whiobh
we Jive,

Apfaree I am conpsrned, I do not
koow, it has never been revealed to
me, why my life hsa been pre-
served, while the Liord has
tsken away Prophets snd Apostles
agd other mes of God, who have
epent three or four, Len or twelve,
tonrteen or flfteen yeare in tbe capa.
olty of the building upof the kingdom
of God. Oor Bavior Himeelt wee only
three years and B half in passing
throwmgn His experiences of lesching
‘tbe pecple, the orgunlzatlon of the
kingdom of God, the chtosing ot the
Twelve Apostles, His orucifixion,
His desth and Hia resurrection. The
Propbet Joseph spent about fourieen
years in trapelating the Book of Mor
mon, tbe histoty of the Jews, the
Honse of [srael on thie continent, and
the deajings of God with Lhat peopie.
He pertormed that work, and brought
forth the book of Ductrine and Cove-
nanle, & code of revelations ae greal In
Janguage and priociples, apd Lhe
scoconot of as greal wnd importast
evenls se hbave ever ocoutrred on the
earth. He performed all thia work in
sboat fourtesn yYeatn snd a bsalf, My
bretnren, the A poetles, two or Lhree
quornme, have presed away sinoce my
ordinsation; nesriy all but myself up Lo
@ cerinin period, have passted, 1 am
not epesking these thiuge hoastiuliy,
but 1em bere, and 1 Is my doty
wbhlile I remain here, Lo Lry to suy
something thetl will be of interest to
the Liatier-day Bainte, I am interesteu
in your welinte, in the welfare of Zion.
It e the Z on of God, placted bhere hy
the hang of Qod, and the L.aord bas
goided and directed it, and will con-
tinoe to do so,

You have Aposiies with you, you
have High Priceis, and Seventies, anu
tbe otber boales of Priesthood, and
they have & grest responeibility resting
upon them, in the cupsreity In which
they labor. I have s great aeslre,
what time I uJo llve, to ses the people
progrees, o become united, Lo compre.
bend and to updersiprnd the apirit and
power of God and their calltng; you
ahouid do thls, and You bave got Lo do
aomelbing of this klnd, In order to
carTy outl the purposes of the Lord,
¥ou stand hers in the monnotalne of
Inrael, ratsed up by the Lord, You
have dopea greal wotk here, and Lhere
in 8 great desl mors to do. You mare
redeeming tbe dead and the living,
and sending sbroad thoussnde of the
Elders to warn the patloosof the eardh
of thore v vents which are to come upon
thewy und uvpoen us, Thberefore, the
Eiders shopid iry to be faithiul,
an$t wo should walob over our sons
nod danghters, glve them good advige,
and el them & good example thal we
mey have no regreis nf tbeir falling
joto principies snd practices which
are not right and righteous hefore
God, on mcosunt of onr example.

Isny, God bless you; labor for the
Holy Bpirit, iabor for Iight and trath,

‘or revelation and inapiration, learo
tbe mind and wiii of God concerning
yoursolves and the trath of the worlk
of God on tbe earth, Keep your eyes
open o see, your ears to bear, and
¥wur bearts to understand the truth,
and that you may see the band of Ged
visible thronghout this land and
throughout &bis nsiion, and Lhrough.
out the world, whioh will be more
and more vieible from this time to the
winding-up scene., God hless you,
amen.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL

of the qnorom of the Twalve, was
the next epeskoer Lhis morning, Fol.
lowing is s brlet summary of hie
remarks. He eaid we had grest Joy
In having President Wnodruff with
us, Oar prayers that be might he per-
mitted o he presenl have been an-
swered, He had been led to reflect
upon the instructions already given
by the brethren, especlally where
they read the coripturss, ancient and
modern, And commentod Upon them,
These bookn were very vajushle, but
ool B0 muoch 8o ma the living oracles,
The twv, however, made a pomplete
guide, We could get nloug better with-
out the Bibje and Book of Mormon
than be deprived of the living Priest-
b ood, God’s oracles mssoolated with
ues. There had been evidences of a
lack of appreoiation of the leading
officlale ol tne Church. No one of
the latier could be designated who

hsd ever sought for oftice. They
nad never awked the peapte
to vote for them, snd
when they were sustalned by ihe

Choron Lbe voting wwes done volun-
tarlly. The address whioh wae pre-
sented Lo tne general Oonference one
Yoar ago WAS eOripture for \De govern-
ment of the Qhurpoh., It was snstaineu
by the greal body of tne people, belh
in a geagelal and looal oaneelty.
Numbsrs, however, had mshsented
themeelves from mestlngs where il
wus presentsd, bepause they werle
opposed to it, KEwery one of soocb
wonld sconer of Ialer spestalize
from the Churen onless they re-
pented. Gou wounid not fellowsbip
those who would nol draw near unlo
Him and be In harmony with the
authorities and counclls of the Church
unless they repenled. The over-
whelming mejority did, howesver,
suatain the servanis of God. There
wan  no hall-way poeltion, no
oebtral zone. God knew the Beorels
of our hearta and wonid o Llime
manifest them. Allthore not 1n bar-
mony wilh the Churohshould speadlly
repenit, Bomse men woo held poettlons
ol impotiunce were Boder this neey,
yelthey wlsbied to retain their offices
wd lenphers of the people. All should
sxamline their hesaris and pronounce
judgment that wa: just opon them-
Bolves,

Elder Merril]l now [devoied altention
lo finsncie) matters, He drew stten-
tien to the pobllc 1pdebiedneses
that existed {n oopeequence of a len-
dency Lo honding, 'I'nis was, in hie
oplnion, n Jdisastrous pollcy, as the
puople were Lthue placed under binds
=ge, and had to pay tribute to foreign
nupital, How muny of the Bulnts were
under the hoodage of mMorlgages Upon
their, homes, ,and how many bhad,
from this cause, already lost thelr
bomes? Bpeaking agaln of public in-
debledpets, he romarked that seme

ox

took the ground that our obildren
would be benefitted by tbe expendi-
ture of bortowed iunde, and that they
would redeem lhe bonds. IL wasthe
oploton of the spesker that our poster-
Ity wouild bave enoughb to do withoat
being placed nnder these buge obliza-
tions,

Bome had been prudeant and had
appumulated meanaby 8 wiee financial
contse, YWhen this Was the pase why
not hand some of thelr sprplus ovar to
the Cburoh to Invest 1t, It wounid be
petfeotty safe, mnd wounld ald io
incorensing the material weliare of the
pecple. Lt peed nol nepgesanrily be
given ae u gif, bot as a loan. It would
bo & good thinyg, however, Lo muke
gltts t)» the Cburcb, to uid in the
oulliing up of Zion. Eider Merrill
also apoke of the lund for the erection
of m atatue to Brigbham Young, con-
tributions le  which had dragged
somewhat elowly, aud this shoula not
bethe omse, He was o! opinjon thak
toe mementc of & great man ooght Lo
be completed at an early date and tD8
vecessnry funde for the purpose De
lorthooming.

EPRESIDENT JOSEPH ¥, sSMITH

delivered a hrief dlscourse upoo the
rights of the Prieasthood, He ex-
plaised thet there could not he LWO
parallel heades of the Charon, The
President of the organization was iie
vead, and his overaight incjuded 118
tam poral ma well ae its spiritual aQalre.
Honce when aay of the Haints aided
the work of God by voluntary loaos of
gifte, they should be lenuered the
trusteedo-trust, President Bmin lke*
wiae advieed Lthe people ayalngt jnodr~
lng loaebiedness, especially of thst
ohurscter that would Jeopardize sheif
relnining posesiion of Loeir homee.

ELDER ANTHON H. LUND,

of the quormm of the Twelve, was Lhe
next speaker. His opening remarks
were devated to the neoessity of ree
ligion clueses, which had airemdy beeo
spoken upab by FPresident QCannob-
He read trom a revelation on page

of tbe Dootrine and Qovenanis
whioh trests upon the obligatfon of
psfents lo teaoh thelr children the
prfinciples of the Guipsl anu 1o pray
and walk oprightly hefore the Lord.
This ravelstion was given aa early 88

§881. He obarmcterizad gas fal-
laglons Lthe Idea Lhat some menD
had on this subject, Toe¥

pounidersd it helier not to temch their
ohildren religion bul to allow them 10
grow up without rneh lostructlion sond
at o fater stade let them ohoose fOT
themeelves, No child ocould grow up
witbent belog lmpressed in spome dl-
reclion, sod if the¥ were not inclined
o Gou by proper tfaining they were
jkuly to be godless in later life, Kf
puarents did not do thelr daty, accord-
Ing to the law Jald down hy (D®
Liord, and their ohildren drifted away
from the moorings of the Qoe-
pel, the responsibiiity for thell
condition would lle al the door of
their parente—the elo would rest upen
their heade. The training obtained by
the ohlidren in the Bunday schools
aod Primsry® associations was oot
sufficlent; the fundamentsl part of i€
must be lajd In the nome, CoantibulD
in thie lloe of thought, the apeaker
stated that the yonng men who had
peen eduoated in Charch achools were
prepared when they weni on misslons



