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ixGENERAL conference
the eifelffiftyty fifthth annual general con-

ference of the church of jesus christ
of latterlattey day saints convened in the

I1 logan tabernacle logloganan city on
saturday april ath 18851883 in pursuance
of an announcement by the first presi-
dency I1

apostle franklin D richardsricElchards pre-
sided

present on the stand of the twelve
apostles franklin D richards fran-
cis marionmarlon lyman john henry smith
heber agrantJGrant

also a number of presidents of
stakes bishops Eldereidersandand other
leading brethren ffromroin various parts of
utah andind adjacent territories

the conference was calledcalletto to order
by president richardsRichaids

the logan choir sansangbang
glorious things of thee arearo spoken

I1

zion city of our god I1

the opening prayer was offered by
apostle john henry smith

the choir sansang1 fr

f it
AU our reredeemingdeemin g lordnord
who joinsloins us by ibsibi1178 grace

PRESIDENT FPDD

said it waswa an occasion lorfor heartfelt
gratitudegratitude that we were permitted to
meet anderso favorable circumstances
as those that surround us it was a
matter of regret however that the
presidency of the church were unable
to I1 be present and othersothero of our
brethren were necessarily absent from
this conference if any additional

1 1 evidence were wanted to show that
i a this church is no of the world it ex-
ii ests i today notwithstanding the

peculiarpecullar surroundings of the saints a
ir i bristerbrnbri day never appeared for lethe

iwoimoi church thantham this treesjrees that are
shaken bytheby the winds seem as if they

be torn uup I1 the soil of the
earth iis loosened around the roots

ih theTha trees are thus tested at such
A timesbetimes the tallest of them are most ex
4i P posed to jhb hurricane it is not

therefore a matter of surprise that
some of our leading brethren are not
I1withith astous todaytodarto daydar there are times of
winter when the frosts cause the treesys coshow scarcely any foliageorFeor appear1ss anceance drife but williewhite the adversesy seasongeason is ohion the sap down in the

ji sas A rootsroot sandland if the winds have loosened
thelthel earth they are extending them
selves7 and when the season changes
the jesuit willbewill be larcerlarger and bettenbelter
fruit some otof codrouroun brethren and sisters
maykay feerfeel timidtatlatatthethe threatening con-

awhua exists Mbut there Is no cause
foriforcortealie alarm it is a time when the

it saints ahncan go before the lord insin se-
cret

e
obtaining the spirit of revelation

that eney may be leaiealeadersers and instruct
rAtoboratoto their tafffafffamiliesillies the present
hour findsknots the standing of men and

ome ii those who argare not grounded
ia rb th bby the love of it are show

PC i themselves and thus the church I1iss
made purer anddbbetteretter such situations

ah of tritrl Tperiodically necessary to
sh separate the corrupt from the pureirthy to bring us to repent

anceanoe of all our shortcomings thef
i speaker hoped that those whowhet should

4 sofollow him in addressing the people
would be enabled to feed the flock of
christ the saints of cache stake are
peculiarly blessed being under the

jwji veveryry shades of a WtempletempieI1eb 1e 0off god liehepl
prayed that the blessinges ng of the lord
might attend the proceedingsedings of the
conference f

1 BISHOP lavid II11 canninoNI1
lorrplot otof st george waswa the next speaker

1 nilealleilelle had beenbeba called upon to0 represent
I ka itheibbethe st georgegeorgo stake of zion the

i masses of the people of which were
j striving to serve god the threatening

c aspect of affairs was causing them to
be more uniteunitedii the stake was some-
what scattered panacea one of its set-

y tiements being miles from st
georgecgeorge and the roads were somewhat
difficult to travel at one time there
hadnad been a gogoodd deal of speculation as
to what would form a line of demarc-

ation between the ririghteousoteous and thet hypocrites it appeared atatoneone time
abhat the united order which was so
iauch advocated by president young
would produce that effect and also

4 create that unionunion that is necessary
thisthid result hasbias not however been
bained by that means neither has it
brought the sinner to repentance the

y present crusade against the saints wascresenthaving a strong tendency in that direc-
tion many Wwho0 had been previouslyTreviouslyJjisaisiacilaci in relation to their duties were

r already returning to the lord perse
aiAcutcutionloniioni in the shape of hunting and

harassing the servants of god and
driving tilethe innocent from their homes

I1 vilsits not only to but also to
enable the wickedito fillnil up the cup of

MZ
ak theirs iniquity afteraften which theflie lord

will comebome out of illshis hiding place and
a evexx this and other nations with a sore
f vevexationaatlo their sufferings will be such

as to create sorrow among the saints
the speaker testified that the work of
god would go on the gospel would80 preachedbe in the world in order tolits1111lleliecleavetle y the wicked without excuse and

1gatherat ertherhe honest and thus prepare
atmiewiee way for tha second coming of
iChrist the sinssiussignssl ns ofbf whose advent are
everywhere aparentapparent J the saints may

r have to be tried buethebut the just will live
boytoy faithfalth antani stand the testing hour it
was through trial that abraham was

i ttrt and so thess who shall be
16 among hifeflip dhiildrenhildren and be

arnirs totg thatho ramesumo promas alyenklym toQ bimhim

andmid as abraham was dellverdeliverededioso willivill
the saintssaints Jbe in the due pime of the
lord

PRESIDENTprealdebtDEIT SILAS S SMITH
of san luisluls stake addressed the con
arence it had beenbeell his fortune to be

during his identification with the
church most of the period of hlhis life
a resident of frontier settlements the
stake to which hede was attached in
colorado was composed mostly of peo-
ple from the southern statestates9 A great
many many of had been compelled to
leave their former homes onn account of
persecution and had mostly reached
their new location in an almost penni-
less condition business was dull and
labor scarce but all the institutions
and organizations that existed in other
parts of the church were established
there and are prospering the present
attack upon the church had the con-
trary effect upon the people than that
of discouragement the saints were
increasing in faith and good works
thetho clouds which nadhad kategatEgatheredgatheredered will in
due linetime be dispelled andind the sunshine
of peace appear in renewed splendor

PRESIDENT W W cluff
of summit stake addressed theaonthe con-
ferenceferfei ence todayto day we are passing
through a peculiar experience a time
of triaitrial but the saints have been an-
ticipatingtieitiel just such scenes these
events alvehaveavo all been foretold by the
servants otof god who have lived inindif-
ferent

difdlf
dispensations if the saints

were not expecting such circum
stancesfc it would show that they do not
have faith in those inspired predic-
tions the world however look upon
sucheuch things as marvelomarvelous us some visi-
tors from abroad express wonder at
the animus that is exhibited by some
of the people of this nation toward the
latter day saints the speaker re-
lated expressions to this effect that hadbad
been made in hisbis heaninghearing As hadbad al-
ready beenboen remarked the attacks made
upon the saints acted as aL stimulus to
cause them to be more faithful it is
not a hiewfiewnew struggle it has always ex-
isted whenwian god has had a people on
earth who were ready and willing to
serve him and it will continue until
the power of satan Is destroyed tilethe
speaker cited the case of danieldamel who
was cast into the lions den hosenosethose
whobo caused the decree to be issued to
bringring about that result imagined they
had accomplished something that
would effect the destruction of the
prophet but he was miraculously
preserved so inid other instances re-
lated in the scriptures the efforts
that are now being made against the
church of christ and which it is fond-
ly hoped will accomplish its
tion will also finally be overturned
the history of this church from its
incipiency till now Is full of wonderful
deliverances wrought out by the al-
mighty and the lord will never for-
sake it the present efforts against it
will be just as unfruitful ot the results
anticipated by those who are making
them as former attempts of the same
kind have been

ELDER NX C

counselor in the presidency of the
weber stake was the next speaker
the preceding speakers have referred
to the peculiar times in which we are
living from the time we embracedembraced
the truth we have understood ththatat we
would have to suffer persecution we
have been aware that it would be said
batheby the wicked let zion be dedddeftdeniedled
we have for over thirty years enjoyed
comparative immunity fromfram persecu-
tion and during the lull the gathering
of thete elect anifand other departments 1ofI
the work of the lord have been for-
warded it is gods work and we are
merely instruments to 9be used in
building it up we have to be tried that
we maymaimay layalayslay a foundation for eternal
llory by proving our worthiness under

difficulty the present assault upon
the liberties of the saints will draw
them nearer together that they may be
oneane in accordance with the command
of our heavenly father they will
gaingrain a better understanding of the
principles and institutions of the king-
domnom of god and be better prepared to
carrycatry out Hihis swIll we have come out
of the nations to do the bidding of
god through his servants andandi ititisis to
be hoped that we have not because of
the cares of the world forgotten our
sacred obligations our condition
cannot be stationary it must either
be forward or retrogressive

the choir sansang the anthem
I1 will sing otof the mercies of the lordnord

benediction by apostle heber Jgrant
1
1 jlj l

the choircholr sanasan
1 1

narkharkhark I1 the rangsong of jubilee tta
loud almightyas mighty thundersthun ders roar ah t

I1prayerrayer byapostle heber J grangrant
now let us rejoice athe dayflay of salvation

no longer as strangstrangersersoerboon eartharth needneeds wee
roam t

was sung by the choir
eldenelben JUNIUS yF WELLS

addressed the congregation ilehe es-
teemed it a privilege to bear teotimotestimonyI11 y
to the truth in the presence of the deoppeoplee
of god the saints had assembled 1

ina
accordance with ailan annual custom that
had been established for more than
niftyfifty yearssears such occasions had been
pregnant with blessings to those who
are disposed to obey therillthe will of god
business has always been transacted
at such times that is of great impor-
tance to the people of the world am-
bassadorsbassadors for christ are commissioned
to go forth bearinbearing the massage of thegospel which is tidingstiding of great bortojovjoy to
abo honest in heart itR waswits a huhappy
time you Inte fiod to thythe preach

ingg of whawhat pogodd haahad revealed foforr the
benefit of his1119 children you received
the message gladly and obeyed it in
doing so you laid your worldly pros-
pects on the altar of sacrifice you re-
ceived the ministrations of the holy
ghost and through that medium a
witness of the truth because of that
testimony youou gathered to this land
that you inmight2 increase in a knowl-
edge of thetho truth and laan consequent
obedience to it those who possess
the truth are filled with courage forfor
such a foundation promotes the highest
phase of valor the lord has in this
dispensation revealed an order or sys-
tem of government that ffullyully meets the
requirement of the human race be-
cause of this revelation the world is
arrayed against those who acknowledge
it ttit Is but a repetition of what has
occurred in the history of the world
we know that there Is nothing in
the religion that we have espoused
that has any other effect than
to exaltit and improve those who
put it into practice the speaker had
heae said been subjected to many allure
ments to lead him from the faith of his
father he had asked of those who
hadllad offered such inducements to show
him any truth of a progressive and de-
sirable character that was not incor-
porated in his religion it was stated
in reply that the saints nadhad no stand-
ingin- in society at large that they were
degraded the speaker said that the
hatred of the world was no evidence
against the saints and they were far
from being degraded A good deal had
been saidsalci about the status of the youyoung14
peoplepd pie of the community some bad
proved recreant burtheybut they were excep-
tions and the majority were stronstrong
in their integrity brother wellswells
said it was far from a proper method to
draw him away from the religion of his
father to hold up his parents as tiiethe

type of criminality helid
knew that they had taught him to honorgod and walk uprightly and if he did
dotsonot so conduct hinihimselfrelfself it wakwaswas no fault
of theirs ilehe concluded by stating
that the gospel developed all that is
good in man

PRESIDENT adram HATCH
of wasatch stake was the next speak-
er this Is gods work we are in
his hands to do as he desires heile
through his servants will instruct us
as to what course we should take under
all circumstances while listening to
what was said by the speakers this
morning the mind wandered back to
the scenes of illinois when the prokrophh
ec joseph lived and then came nisJs
death by violent hands subsequently
came the driving of the saints from
their homes many people looked up-
on those ttimesimes as involving great
hardships as the saints hadhac done
nothing to deserve such treatment be-
ing peaceful and law abiding the
gatheringa to this place under prespresidentidentyoung was accomplished the people
have established themselves in homes
and have spread out on every hand if
we are faithful we are as sure to re-
main here as we live we fear nothing
only that we should dowlongdo wrong pros-
perity has in some instances caused
us to be proud forgetting that what
wewa have received has coilecome from the
almighty

the wasatch stake extends over a
large extent of territory it includes
wasatch and uintah counties formerly
one the people are attentive to their
duties being diligent prayerful and
sober the little ripple of excitement
that has passed over utah has scarce-
ly reached wasatch stake the peo-
ple are staying at home attending to
their farms they feel for their breth-
ren who are harassed by perspersecutionelution
and do not know but it may come
their turn after a while there was
very little business for the high coun-
cil to do disputes being but few and
far between there are three indian
tribes within the borders of the stake
the people archery kind to them and
a friendly feeling exists between them
and thether settlers god requires of us
obedience to hisills law and to do the
labors of life in the spirit of the gos-
pel

PRESIDENT E D WOOLLEY
of kanab stake addressed the confer-
ence liehe left home on te of march
to attend the gagatheringtherin of the saints
illshis residence is in the extreme
utah the stake he represented was
inalnain a prosperous condition the num-
ber of the people is small but they are
generally speaking good latter day
saints there are lewfew if any perma-
nent residents who do not belong to
the church consequently their inter-
ests arearc common they feel like sus-
taining and protecting one anotherthey had passed through some trials of
late but they had effected but little
harinharm the saints have no occasion to
fear times otof the past lave been more
trying letiEr their character than those of
the present so far as they have pro-
gressed we have been informed that
the time would yet come when power-
ful 0oppositionposition would be needed for the
devedevelopmentR of this work the young
in some instances had almost begun
to imagine that those predictions wwouldouidfailtail of fulfillmentfulfilment but they are taking
place as they had been stated thespeaker said that when he was a boy
tiehe heard president young say thatutah would be peopled from one endto the other and a person would yetet
travel from one extremity to the otterother
and scarcely lose sight airof huhumaninan habi-
tationstations ilehe at thetrethe same time de-
scribedbed ashe looked over the
valley canals that would be con-
structedted this was in an early time
and the speaker had seen in hisbis jour-
neyney hither from home a verification ofthisthis prediction the latter day saintsare lirely established in these moun
tAltaitaidadisirisi slidand they liiivillill remainremlin until they

have accomplished the design of the
almighty in bringing them here

PRESIDENT WILLARD SMITH
of morgan stake of zion that divi-
sion of the church contains a very
good people there are nine bibishopsshopswardswards ffullyully organized all the asso-
ciationsciations peculiar to the saints exist
there and are performing their several
functionsf in the developmentdevelop nent and edu-
cation of the saintsSaintsf the officers are
acactivetive andneinot efmeffefficientlelent there are disad-
vantagesgktk t cS I1in the morgan stake owing
to the greatgrat altitude of the location
frfrostsot bbeingin g intense and frequent
some of the productions however
arearc unsurpassed bby any yielded in any
other portion of WIutahtah so that the dis-
advantagesadvantacesazes were balanced bv adealladvan-
tages the speakespeaker hadrhad been

1employedemp loved
in the building of the temple at kirt-
land ohio when a boy ills father
and brother were both killed in the
hauns mill massacre lieile related a
number of incidents connected with
the early history of the church which
came under his own personal observa-
tion

I
lieile spoke of the trials of the

present day and concluded with an
exhortation lorfor the saints to be true to
their integrity0

ELDERELDEK johnr NICHOLSON
was the next speaker ilehe drewdrevy the at-
tention of the people to the signs of
the times speaking of the present con-
dition of the batonsnations showing that the
spirit of peace was leaving the earth
AL of the indications that christ hadbad
said precursory of his second
coalcoming existedxiS ted now in accordance
with the divine injunction it was
therefore proper for the saints to lift
up their heads and rejoice because of
thenethe nearnessarness of their redemption liehe
allalialluded to the numerous disrupting
elements that were at work in this
countrycountry and spoke of the present posi-
tion of0 the church IQin reference to the
cruelcruet and harassing opposition to
which it was being subjected the
clouds of adversity were as needful for
the development of the work as the
sunshine of prosperity there never
was a time ioto which the saints hadbad
greater reason to rejoice the opposi-
tion would have two leading effects
they were already being produced theunitinguniting of the people and the purifica-
tion of the organization the former
condition could not be reached without
the latter and unless we were one
christ would notnet fully accept ilsus al-
ready the riddling process was begun
and men were Shshowingowin where they
stand in course of time the hypocrit-
ical and corrupt would be eliminated
from the church leaving it strongerugernger
more solid and peaceful the speaker
hadbad nothing to say about those who
were engaged in persecuting the
saints if the ultimaultimatetO effects of their
movements will be as stated they are
unconsciously doing their part of the
work of the lord as well as we but on
the opposite line denunciation was
useless and he had none to hurl at
any one speaking for himself with-
out claiming to voice the opinion of
others in relation torta the controversy
that was in progress he said he knew
ol01 nothing those who were opposed to
the church had to offer for which he
radgadproposed to barter away anything he
had received through obedience to the
gospel he exhorted the saints to be
true to each other and to sustain the
servants of god not only in word but
also in deed should it be necessary ilehe
declaimed aagainstainest those who turned
againstainest theirthein frfriendslends and the truth and
ccharacterized a traitor as the most
despicable of all creatures on earth

the choir sang an anthem
benediction by apostle john W tay-

lor
SESECONDCOND DAY

31MORNINGORNING SESSION

t sunday april ath
conference convened at 10 am
thetho choir sansang I1

I1

I1

come thou glorious day of ppromiseromise
comocome and spread thy cheerful ray

prayer by apostle F 31 lyman
harknark ye mortals hist be still
voices from CumoCu MRhill

was sung by the choir
APOSTLE JOHN W TAYLOR

addressedaddressedthethe conference although
as a people we are subject to many
frailties we also exhibit many qualities
that are noble the speaker had not
since his arrival in logan heard the
name of the deity blasphemed neither
had he observedobscured any intemperance or
disturbance of the peace the homes
of the deoppeoplep are neat and comfort-
able theilbe ppeoplecopl of the community
are of different nationalities and their
gathering together ought to be a ggreatreat
testimony to the world if they would
receive itlt etwasit was one of the most sig-
nificantantaut signs of the latter times thetresaintsaintss have come to zion to feast upon
the instructions ulvenciven them by the
servants of god they believe in in-
spiration and prophecy they had
faith in the inspired predictions
delivered in ancient times some
had been fulfilled some are
in process of and
others would surely be verifiedverifled in due
time the prophets of olden times
notably isaiah had prophesied in
relation to the establishment in its
present exaexaltedted location of zion thespeakspeakererhahad heard it admitted by peo-
ple who do not believe in the divinity
of this work that it is a wonderful phe-
nomenonnomenon for according to its history
the more its adherents were abused
and the mare determined the efforts
made to suppress it it had the more
buccesuccessSs the church isais a nursery des-
tined itto spread and yield good fraittrait in
every nauga thethy young

pare themselves for the work chatwillththatatwillwilldevolve upon upon them in the worldthis opposition which has beebeen11

prominently mentioned during this
conference need fearfu-
lness Thithis called to mind the fact that
irrin the stastatete of georgia in the year anda half following the assassination ofjoseph standing more people were
added to the chuchurchrch than during thesame length of time anany previous pe-
riod I1 theThe principle of plural mardimarrimarriahawe
aagainstalnainst which the main fforceorce of ELthe
0 sositiowatowa being hurled had beebetbetabeen
a divine1vin institution from before the
foundation of the world there had
been some talk about President taylor
issuing a revelation aboabolishinglishin that
system of marriage when a reverareverl
tion of that kindkind asis given it will be
when the lord has no use for the lat
ter day saints and this will never
transpire for he has promised to give
them we kingdom andioand to sustain them
but those who oppose the church do
not care much aboutaboul plural marriage
it Is the principle of unity and conse
bentlyuenta otof power that is feared the

atteater day saints are then most thor-
oughly organized of any people ciol
earth this is admitted oydy
who have studied the associations ot0
every part of the world
who are opposing the church are ta
pursuit of money and power takeaway the one and the prospect
of the other and their work would
cease those engaged in the
crusade are seeking to break the
political power ot the community if
the government would take lesslets trouble
to pursue the latter day saints andadd
gaypay more attention to rooting out the
destructive elements that were threat
euinaenina society at large it would be
much more conducive to the public
weal the secret combinations that
are forming mean destruction and de-
vastation they will increaselucrease and
cause fear to seize upon wethe people f

and prominent men would be marks t

for their antipathy menalen i
conspicuous positions would be iin
danger because of the state ofbf thingsthings
approaching I1

the speaker related an anecdote about
an elder named butterfield who was i

in the by-a lady relative of
a late utahutan federal judge to call at
her house when he visited her he
was asked into a room where there
were a large number of ladies and
none of the other sex heashe was placed
in the middle of the group and the
hostess asked him what the people in
utah thought of judge0 AT 2 11 ohwe pay any aattention to such

small potatoes as he was the
reply this Incenseincensedds the que-

stioner and she said 161I sup-
pose you dont like the judge
because he wont allow you to have as
many wives as you want I1 well I1

said brother butterfield 111 I had two
wives when he arrived in utah and I1
have got them yet this so excited
the ladys indignation that she sprang
to her feet and exclaimed ladheslet
us put him out soto as many of them
as could get near enough seized hold of
him the elder looked at them im-ploringlygly and said now ladlesladies I1
vavishh you would wait as this is not thettimeI1 e noror place for such a manifestation 1

of affection it you will only be pa-
tient

a
and come along to utah auxaurandaud if

I1you continue in the same mind I1 will
fulfillfulfil the words of isaahisaiah who said
the time should come when seven wo-
men would take hold of one man and
ask him for the privilege of taking hisname in order to take away their re-proach waltwait till you go0o to utah andI1 will marry you all

this anecdote caused the audience to
smile moremord or less audibly

the speaker continued what
Is the cry of women who have
neenbeen neglected and injured by men itis that their reproach may be takenaway the hue and cry about poly
gainygatnyg L

abe willw cease after awhile and it
will111 be supplantedupplanted by another in re-gard to treason it is the frait of the
goodly tree that lsisis19 now being assailed
in course of time the assault will beupon the tree itself

APOSTLE HEBER J orant
0was the next speaker through ourdiligence and faithfulness weve will be

entitled to the blessings of the lord ithere is one thinthingI1 that is certain aboutthe present trouble the latter day
saints will come out uppermost atthe end of the controversytroversetroversyno matter what restrictrestrictionsionslons wee may beplaced under by men our only con-
sistent course is to keep the commandments of god we should inthis regard place ourselves inthe same position as that of thethree hebrews who were cast into thefieryflery furnace if we are living in thelight of the gospel we havehaye a testi-mony of thetile truth and wenye have butone choice that Is to abide inih the lawof god no matter as to the conse-quencesquen icesces it Is sometimes held thatthe saints aroarc in error because so many i

are opposed to themtherb but when peo-
plelielle know they arearc right itlt is wrong forthem to forgo their own honest convic-tions by yielding their judgment to thatof a majority no mattermattei how largewhen a man knows himself that he istshonest he needs care but little as towhat the world may think or sav con-cerning him some people aretire thought
well of in public while in their doa

conduct they are hot what theyshould be every mans life shouldbbe such that his wives and children can
bbearar the best testimony concerninghim the speaker stated that hisesteem and love for thehe servantsof god had increased bycloser association withath them thiswas because he had opportunities ofdiscovering their devot tunlun to the truthrare la theitisthat Is ngut nut therthey


