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© Said it was an occasion for heartfelt

Church than this.

WEDNESDAY - JAPRIL 8, 1885

GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The Fifty-fifth Annual General Con-
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter=day Saints convened in the
Logan Tabernacle, Logan City, on
Saturday, April 4th, 1885, in pursuance
of an announcement by theé First Presi-

deney, |
Apostle Franklin D. Richards pre-
Present on the stand: Of the Twelve

And as Abraham was delivered, gowill
tﬂle gaints be, in the due time of the
ord, ' :

PRESIDENT SILAS S.SMITH,

Of San Luis Stake, addressed the Con-
erence. It had been his fortune to be,
during his identification with the
Church, most of the period of his life,
a resident of frontier settlements. The
Stake to which be was attached (in
Colorado)was eonlposed mostly of peo-
ple from the Southern States. A great
many many of had been compelled
leave their former homes on account o

| persecution, and had mostly reached

their new location in an almost penni-
less condition. Business was dull and
labor searce, but all the institutions

and organizations that existed in other

gided.
Apostles, Franklin D. Richards, Fran-
¢is Marion Lyman, John Henry Smith;
Heber J. Grant. :

Also a number of Presidents of
Stakes, Bishops, Elders and other

leading brethren from various parts of |

Utah andradjacent Territories.
The Counference was called to order

parts of the Church were . established
there and are Emsﬁering. The present
attack upon the Church had the con-
tmgy effect upon the }I)‘enpla than that
of discouragement. The Saints were
increasing in faith and good works.
The clouds which had gathered will in
due Yime be dispelled, and the sunshine

by President Richaids.
The Logan choir sang:

Glorious things of thee are spoken, |,
Zion, city of our God. -

The opening prayer was offered by
stle John Henry Smith.
heé choir sang:

All praise to our redeeming Lord,
Who joins us by His grace,

PRESIDENT ¥.D. RICHARDS

A

of peace appear in rencwed splendor.
PRESIDENT W. W. CLUFF,

of Summit Stake, addressed the Con-
ference. To-day we are passing
through a peculiar experience; a time
of trial. But the Saints have been an-
ticipating just such scenes. These
events have all been foretold by the

| servants ot God who have lived in dif-

ferent dispensations. If the ESaints

j were not expecting such circum-

stances it would show that they do not

gratitude that we were permitted to

‘meet underso favorable circumstances

as those that surround us. It was a
matter of regret, however, that the
Presidency of the Church were unable
to be present, and others of our
brethren were necessarily absent from
this Conférence. If any additional
evidence were wanted to show that
this Church is not, of the world, it ex-
ists « to-day. Notwithstanding the
eculiar surroundings of the Saints, a
Brtth,ter day never appeared for the
Trees that are
shaken by the winds seem as if they
would be torn up. The soil of: the
eafth is loosened around the roots.

' Whe trees are thus tested. At such
times the tallest of them are most ex-

osed to the huarricane. It is not
herefore a matter of surprise that
some of our leading brethren are not

e wpith us-tosday.  There are-times of

" ade purer and better, Suchsituations
X 1y ﬂf“lﬂﬂ% “are periodically necessary to
oy “thescorrupt {rom the pure.
= ol m' e neédful to bringz usdo repent-

mny

#2
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... bepreached in the worl
Jea

' season 48 on, the sap i

. may feel timid at.the threatening con-
Yo ditionthat I#I.I.Stﬂf

| tt may be leaders and instruc-
. ,ﬁ%‘ “their families. The present
‘ho

E. IS ‘% @ tri

5 ';gthﬁnaul_vém and thus the Church is

. the St. George bBta

‘much advocated by President Young,

tion. Many who had oeen previously

'tbuted, and g0 with those who shall be
' E;ﬁbérbd smong ‘His ¢hildren, and be

__ . winter when the frosts cause the trees
~ 2% 'to.ghow scarcelyany
ance

‘the adverse
. ‘down in the
roots,and if the winds have loosened
the :
‘selves, and when the scason changes,

ofdife. ‘'But w

?gﬁ;ﬂr appear-

earth, they are extending them- |

have faith in those inspired predic-
tions. The world, however, ook upon
guch things as marvelous. Some visi-
tors from abroad express wonder at
the animus that is exhibited by some
of the people of this nation toward the
Latter-day Saints. The speaker re-
lated expressions to this effect that had
been made in his Shearing. As had al-
ready been remuri;ed, the attacks made
upon the Saints acted as a stimulus to
cause them to be more faithfal. Itis
not a new st.ruggle. It has always ex-
isted when God has had a people on
earth who were ready and willing to
serve Him, And it will continue until
the power of Satan is destroyed. The
spedker cited the case of Daniel, who
was cast into the lions’ den. Those
who caused the decree to be issued to
bringabout that result, imagined they
had accomplished something that
would effect the destruction of the
Prophet. But he was miraculously

reserved. So in otheér instances re-
ated in the Scriptures. The efforts
that are now being made agalnst the
Church of Christ, and which it is fond-
ly hoped will accomplish its destruc-
tion, will also finally be overturned.
The history of this Church, from its
incipiency till now, is full of wonderful

¢ result will. be larger and bester
fruit. Some ot our brethren and sisters

but there is no cause
for Teal alarm. It is a time when the
Saints can go before the Lord in se-
btaining the spirit of revelation |

the standing of men and
ThLose who are not grounded
uth by the love of it areshow-

ance of all our shortcomings. The

speak

would be enabled to feed the flock of
Christ. The Saints of Cache Stake are
peculiarly blessed, being under the
very shades of a Temple of God. He
prayed that the blessing of the Lord
might attend the proceedings of the

Conference,
BISHOP DAVID H. CANNON

Of St. George, *ﬁras the next syeakuri-
been called upon to represen
Haas l’ﬁc o Zion, the
masses of the people of which were
striving to serve God. The threatening
ct.of affairs. was causing them to

be more united. The Stake was some-
what scattered, Panacca, one of its set-
tiements, being 113 miles from St,
George, and the roads were somewhat
difficult to travel. At one time there
had been a zood deal of speculation as
to what would form a line of demarca-
tion between the righteous and the
hypocrites. It appeared at one time
that the united order, which was so

would produce that effect,and also |
create that union that 18 necessary.
This result has not, however, been at-
tained by that means, Neither has it
brought the sinner to repentance. ‘The

resent crusade against the Saints was |
Kﬂving a strong tendency in that direc-

glack in relation to their duties were
already returning to the Lord. Perse-|
cution, in the shape of hunting and
harassing the servants of God, and
driving t.%e innocent from their homes,
is not only te try the Saints but also to

wicked.to fill up thecup of
iniquity, after which the Lord
of 11is hiding place and

the

will come on _ :
wex thisand other nations with a sore

vexation. Their sufierings will be such
as to create sorrow among the Saints,
The speaker testified that the work of

ospel would
in order to
the wicked without excuse and
er the honest, and thus prepare
way for the second coming of
ist, the =signs of "whose advent are
rywhere apparent.. The Saints may
have to be tried, butthe just will live
by faith, andstand'the testing hour. It
was through trial that Abrabam was

God would go on, The

| The preceding s

er hoped that those who should |
- follow him 1n addressing the people

deliverances, wrought out by the Al-
mighty, and the Lord will never for-
sake it. The present efforts against it
will be just as unfruitful ot the results
anticipated by those who are making
them as former attempts of the same
kind have beén.

ELDER N. C, ¥FLYGARE,

Counselor in the Presidency of the
Weber Stake, was the next speaker.
akers have referred
to the peculiar times in which we are
living, From the time we embraced
the truth we have understood that we

| would have to suffer persecution. We

have been aware that it would be said
by the wicked, *“Let Zion be defiled.”’
We have for over thirty years enjoyed
comparative immunity from persecu-
tion, and durin‘f the lull the gatherin
of the elect and other departments o
the work of the Lord have been for-
warded. Itis God’s work, and we are
merely mstruments to be used in
building it up. We have to be tried that
we may lay a foundation for eternal
glury. by proving our worthiness under
difficulty. The present assault upon
the liberties of the Saints will draw
them nearer together, that they may be
One, in accordance with the command
of our Heavenly Father. They will
gain a better umderstanding of the
I'illﬂi?lﬂﬂ and institutions of the king-
om of God, and be better prepared to
carry out His will. We have come out
of the nations to do the bidding of
(God through His servants, and it is to
be hoped that we have not, because of
the cares of the world, forgotten our
sacred obligations. Oour condition
cannot be stationary. It must either

| be forward or retrogressive.

The choir sang the anthem :
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.

Benediction by Apostle Heber J.
Grant. |

AFTERNOON.
The choir sang:

Hark! the song of jubilee,
Loud as mighty thunders roar.

Prayer by Apostle Heber J. Grant,

Now, let us rejoice in the day of salvation,

No longer as strangers on earth need we
roam,

Was sung by the choir.

ELDER JUNIUS ¥F. WELLS

addressed the congregation. He es-
teemed it a privilege to bear testimony

of God. The Saints had assembled in
accordance with an annual custom that
had been established for more than
fifty years. Such occasions had been
pregnant with blessings to those who
are disposed to obey the will of God.
Business has always been transacted
at such times that is of great impor-
tance to the people of the world. Am-
bassadors for Christ are commissioned
to go'forth bearing the massage of the
Gospel, which is tidings of great jov to
the honestin heart. It was

pelre to the sume promises glyen 1o him, !

i ltupgy
time when you histened to the preache«

ing of what God had revealed for the
benefit of His children. You received
the message gladly and obeyed it. In
doing 8o vou laid your worldly pros-
pects on the altar of sacrifice. You re-
ceived the ministrations of the Holy
Ghost, and, through that medinm, a
witness of the truth. 'Because of that
testimony you gathered to this land
that you might increase in a knowl-
edge of the truth and ia consequent
obedience to it.. Those who possess
the truth are filled with courage, for
such a foundation promotes the highest
phase of valor. The Lord has, in this
dispensation, revealed an order or sys-
tem of government that fully meets the
requirement of the human race. Be-
cause of this revelation the world 1s
arrayed against those who acknowledge
it. Itis buta repetition of what has
occurred In the history of the world.
We Eknow that there is nothing In
the religion that we have espoused
that has any other effect than
to exalt and improve those who
Eut it into practice. The speaker had,

e said, been subjected to many allure-
ments to lead him from the faith of his
father. Heé had asked of those who
had offered such inducements to show
him any truth of a progressive and de-
sirable character that was not incor-
porated in his religion. It was stated
in reply that the Saints had no stand-
ing in society at large; that they were
degraded. The speaker said that the
hatred of the world was no evidence
against the Saints, and they were far
from being degraded. A good deal had
been said about the status of the young
people of the community. Some bad
proved recreant, but they were excep-
tions, and the majority were strong
in their integrity. rother Wells
said it was far from a proper method to
draw him away from the religion of his
father, to hold up his parents as the
extremest type of criminality. He
knew that they had taught him to honor
God and walk uprightly, and if he did
not so conduct himself, it was no fault
of theirs. He concluded by stating
that the Gospel developed all that is
good in man,

I'RESIDENT ABRAM HATCH,

of Wasaich Stake, was the next speak-
er, This is God’s work. We arein.
His hands to do as He desires. He,
through his servants, will instruct us
as to what course we should take under
all circumstances. While listening to
what was said by the speakers this
morning, the mind wandered back to
the scenes of 1llinois, when the Proph-
et Joseph lived, and then came his
death by violent hands; subsequently
came the driving of the Saints from
their homes. Many people looked up-
on those times as involving great
hardships, as the BSaints had done

|

to the truth in the presence of the people |

nothing to deserve such treatment, be-
ing peaceful and law-abiding. The
athering to this place under President
‘oung was accomplished; the people
have established themselves in homes,
and have spread out on every hand. If
we are faithful we are as sure to re-
main here as we live. We fear nothing
nnli' that we should do wrong. Pros-
perity has, in some instances, caused
us to be proud, forgetting that what
we have received has come from the
Almigh{g.

The Wasatch Stake extends overa
large extent of Territory. It includes
Wasatchand Uintah counties, formerly
one. The people are attentive 1o their
duties, being diligent, prayerful and
sober. The little ripple of excitement
that has passed over [l} tah has scarce-
ly reached Wasatch Stake. The peo-
ple are stay at home, attending to
their farms. They feel for their breth-
ren who are harassed by persecution,
and do not know but it may come
their tarn after a while. There was
very little business for the High Coun-
cu to do, disputes being but few and
far between. There are three Indian
tribes within the borders of the Stake.
The people are ®ery kind to them, and
a friendly fecling exists between taem
and the settlers. God requires of us
obedience to His law, and to do the
labors of life in the spirit of the Gos-

pel.
PRESIDENT E. D, WOOLLEY,

of Kanab Stake, addressed the Confer-
ence. He left home on te 25th of March
to attend the gathering of the Saints.
His residence is in the extreme south of
Utah. The Stake he represented was
in a prosperous condition. The num-
ber of the people is small, but they are,
generally speaking, good Latter-day
Saints, There are tew if any perma-
nent residents who do not belong to
the church; consequently their inter-
ests are common. ‘They feel like sus-
taining and protecting one another.
They had passed through some trials of
late, but they had effected but little
harm. The Saints have no occasion to
fear. Times of the past Lave been more
trying irf their character than those of
the present, so far as they have pro-
gressed. We have been informed that
the time would yet come when power-
ful opposition would be needed for the
development of this work. The young,
in some instances, had almost begun
to Imagine that those predictions would
fail of fulfilment, but they are taking
piace as they had been stated. The
speaker said that when he was a boy
he heard President Young say that
Utah would be peopled from one end
to the other, and a person would vet
travel from one extremity to the other
and scarcely lose sight uiy human habi-
tations. He, at_the same time, de-
scribed, ashe looked over the Salt;hake

Valley, canals that would be con-

structed. This was in an early time, |
and the speaker had seen in his jour- |
ney hither from home, a verification of

this prediction. The ﬁatter-day Saints

are Hrinly established in these moun-

talds, and they will remaln until they

have accomplished the design of the
Almighty in bringing them here, 1

PRESIDENT WILLARD SMITH,

Of Morgan Stake of Zion. That divi-
sion of the Church contains a very
%Vmu people. There are nine Bishops’

ards, fully organized. All the asso-
culiar to the Saints exist
there, and are performing their several
functions in the development and edu-
cation of the Saints.# The officers are
active and efficient. There are disad-
vantages in the Morgan Stake, owing
to the great altitude of the location,
frosts being intense and frequent,
Some of the productions, however,
are unsurpas %v any yielded in any
other portion of Utah, so thdt the dis-
advantages were balanced by advan-
tages. The speakerhad been employed
in e building of the Temple at Kirt-
land, Obhio, when a boy. His father
and brother were both Killed in the
Haun’s Mill massacre. He related a
number of incidents connected with
the early history of the Church which
came under his own personal observa-
tion, He spoke of the trials of the
present day, and concluded with an
exhortation for the Saints to be true to
their integrity,

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON

was the next speaker. He drew the at-
tention of the Eeople to the signs of
the times, speaking of the present con-
dition of the nations, showing that the

ciations

spirit of peace was leaving the earth.

Al of the indications that Christ had
said would be precursorvof His second
coming existed now,
with the divine injunction it was
taerefore proper for the Saints to lift
up théir heads and rejoice, because of
the nearness of their redemption. He
alluded to the numerous disrupting
elements that were at work in this
country, and spoke of the present posi-
tion of the Church in reference to the
cruel and harassing opposition to
which it was being subjected. The
clouds of adversity were as needful for
the development of the work as the
sunshine of prosperity. There never
was a time in which the Saints had
greater reason to rejoice. The opposi-
tion weuld have two leading effects.
They were already being produced: the
unit’in%g of the people and the purifica-
tion of the organization. The former
condition could not be reached without
the latter, and unless we were one,
Christ would nct fully accept us. Al-
ready the riddling process was begun,
and men were showing where they
stand. In course of time the hypoerit-
ical and corrnpt would be eliminated
from the Church, leaving it stronger,
more sohid and peaceful. The speaker
had mnothing to say about those who
were engaced in persecuting the
Saints, If the ultimate effects of their
movements will be as stated, they are
uncnnaninuslgodning their part of the
work of the Lord as well as we, but on
the opposite line. Denunciation was
useless, and he had none to hurl at
any one. Speaking for himself, with-
out claiming to voice the opinion of
others in relation to the controversy
that was in progress, he said he knew
01 nothing those who were opposed to
the Church had to offer for which he
Empnued to barter away anything he
ad received through obedience to the
(Gospel., He exhorted the Saintsto be
true to each other and to sustain the
servants of God; not only in word, but
21so in deed should it be necessary. He
declaimed against those who turned
ﬂﬁﬂ,inﬂt their friends and the truth, and
characterized a traitor as the  most
despicable of all ereatures on carth.
The choir sang an anthem.
1 Benediction by Apostle'John W, Tay-
or. :

SECOND DAY.
MORNING SESSION.

Sunday, April 5th.

Conference convened at 10 a.m.
The choir sang:

Come, thou glorious day of promise,
Come and spread thy cheerful ray.

Prayer by Apostle F. M. Lyman,
Hark! ye mortals. Hist! be still,
Voices froun Cumorah’s hil,

was sung by the choir,

APOSTLE JOHN W. TAYLOR

addressed the Conference. Although,
aan.]ieople, we are subject to many
frailties, we also exhibit many qualities
that arve noble. The speaker had not,
gince his arrival in Logan, heard the
name of the Deity blasphemed ; neither
had he obsarved any intemperance or
disturbance of the peace. The homes
of the %g;}plﬂ are neat and comfort-
able, e people of the communit

are of different nationalities, and their
gathering together ought to be a great
testimony to the world, if they would
receive it. It was one of the most sig-

nificant signs of the latter times. The
Saints have come to Zion to feast upon
the instructions civen them by the
servants of God. They believe in in-
spiration and prophecy. They had
faith in the inspired predictions
delivered in ancient times. Some
had been fultilled, some are

in process of falfilment and’
others wbuld surely be verified in due

time, The prophets of olden time
notably Isalab, had prophesied in
relation to the establishment, in its
presentexalted location, of Zion. The
speaker had heard it admitted bf* Feo’-
ple who do not believe in the divinity
of this work that it is a wonderful phe-
nomenon, for according to its history
the more its adherents were abused,
and the more determined the efforts
made 1o suppress it, it had the more
sucecess. The Churchis a nursery, des-

In accordance
1o pursue the Latter-day Saints and

¥ |three Hebrews who were cast into the

l--—‘—--l--_._‘I

—

pare themselves for the work that wij
devolve upon npon them in the woriq,
This ' opposition which has beey
prominently mentioned during this
Conference need notcause any fearty].-
ness.  This called to mind the fact that
in the State of Georgia in the year and

Joseph Standing more people wepe
added to the Church than duringthe
same length of time inany previous per.
iod. The principle of plural mar ,
against which the main force of gje
opposition was being hurled, had beey
& divine institution from before the
foundation of the world. There had
been'some talk about President Taylgp
issuing a revelation abolishing thyt
E?'ﬂt,em of marriage. When a revel.
tion of that Kind is given it will b
when the Lord bas no use for the L.
ter-day Saints, and this will neve
transpire, for He has romised to gl
them tne kingﬂom and to sustain thenm,
But those who oppose the Church dg
not care much abou% plural marriage;
it 1s tae principle of unity, and conse.
uently ot power that is feared. The
tter-day Saints are the most thop
oughly organized of any people g
earth. This is admitted by persos
who have studied the associations g
every part of the world. The official
who are opposing the Church are iy
pursuit of money and power. Take
away the one and the prespec
of the other and their work would
cease. Those engaged in  the
crusade are seeking to break the
political power ot the community. [
the Government would take less trouble

ay more attention to -rooeting out the

much more conducive to the public
weal. The secret combinations that
are forming mean destruction and de-
vastation.
cause fear to seize upon the people,
and Erpmiueut men would be marks
for their antipathy. Men occupying
conspicuous positions would be in
danger because of the state of things
approaching.

an Elder named Buttertield, who was
in the East,invited by a lady relative of
a late Utah Wederal Judiga-f to call at
bher house. When he vis

was asked into a room where the

were a large number of ladies an
none of the other sex.
in the middle of the group, and the

Utah thought of Judge M
We didn’t pay any attention to such
small potatoes as he,” 'was the
reply. This ' incensed
tioner, and she said: “I sup-
Egae you don’t like the Judge

cause he wont allow you to have as
many wives as you want.” *““Well,»
said Brother Butterfield, ‘I had two
wives when he arrived in Utah, and[

the . ques-

the lady’s indignation that she spran
to her feet uud ex s i

us put him ouat;” 8o as many of them
as could get near enough se1zed hold of
him. The Elder looked at them im-
ploringly and said;
~ish you would wait, as this is not the

tient and come along to Utah an
ou continue inthe same mind I will
ulfil the words of Isajah, who said
the time should come when seven wo-
men would take hold of one man and
ask him for the privilege of taking his
name in order to take away their re-
proach. Wait till you go to Utah and
I will marry you all, 1
This anecdote caused the andience to
smile more or less audibly.
The speaker continued: What
is the cry of women who have
been neglected and iuLured by men? It
is that their reproach may be taken
away. The hue and cry about poly-
gawy will cease after awhile, and it
will be supplanted by another in re-
gard to treason, Itis the frait of the
fuudly tree that is now being assailed.

n course of time the assault will be
upon the tree itself.

APOSTLE HEBER J. GRANT

was the next speaker. Through our
diligence and faithfulness we will be
entitled to the blessings of the Lord.
There is one thing that is certain about
the present trouble—the Latter-da
Saints will come out uppermost at
the end . of the controversy.
No matter what restrictions we may be
placed under by men, our only con-
sistent course is to keep the caommand-
ments of God. -We should,
this regard, lace = ourselves in
the same position as that of the

in

flery furnace. If we are living in the
light of the Gospel we have a testi-
mony of the truth, and we have but
one choice, that is to abide in, the law
of God, no matter as to the conses
uences. It is sometimes held that
he Saints are in error because so many
are opposed to them. But when peo-
ﬁ}e know they arc right it is wrong for

em 1o forge their own honest convic-
tions by yielding their judgment to that
of a majority, no matter how large,
When a8 man knows himself that he is
honest, he needs care but little as to

8, | what the world may think or sav con-

cerning him. Some people are thought
well of in  public, while 1n their do-
mestic conduct they are not what they
should be. Erer{ man’s life should
bz‘:,-“ch that his wives and children can
b the best testimony concerning
him. The speaker stated that his
esteem and love for the servants
of God had increased by
closer association wich them. This
was Decause he had opportunities of

tined to spread and yield good fralt in
every uation, The young should pres~

discovering their devotiun to the truth.
Trere {8 no that is nght but shey

& half following the assassination of

estructive elements that were threat-
ening society at large, it would be

They will increase, and
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-The speaker related an anecdote about |

ted her he

He was placed

hostess asked him what the people in
.7 %Oh I

e =3 — E] —

have got, them yet.” This so excited

claimed—**Ladies,let

“Now 'ladies, I

time nor place for such a marifestation
of affection. It you will only be pa-
if

i e




