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it is usually long and narrow of a pale
yellow or dark red color with a yellow
or slightly pink farinaceous flesh the
best sorts surpass the finest pear in ex-
cellencecel lence of0 flavor according to the taste
of some they are eaten raw or may
be baked stewed or boiled according to
fancy the leaves of the banana is put
to various uses by the natives one leaf
can in a few minutes readily be fashion-
ed into at least haaf a dozen drinking
cups while by gently heatingbeating an entire
leaf over a slow fire through which it is
rendered at once pliable and tough
wrappers can be made to bake fowls so
as to retain their gravy or in which even
fish soups can be cooked without any
loss of the liquid

the rev thomas west writes that
hebe frequently saw a banana leafleble bag
containing a gallon or more of cocoa
nut oil that had been carried safely for
many miles portions of the juicy stem
of the tree are generally brought at the
conclusion of a meal to be used by the
guests instead of soap and water in
cleaning their fingers after these have
performed the duties of knife and fork
it does this very effectively when well
shredded by rubbing between the
hands in the hawaiian islands where
water is woremore plentiful the natives pass
around a bowl or pan off water in which
they wash their hands both before and
after measmeals

the soil of the low islands of the
tongan archipelago is composed of a
rich black mould with more or less otof
admixadmixtureturi with sand according to the
distance from the sea such is the
natural fertility of the land and such
the rapidity with which vegetation
grows and decays under these tropical
skies that the natives antver think of
employing artificial means to improve
the soil all the land is owned bybv the
king or chiefs and is never sold to either
natives or whites the whites lease
their lands from the government and
every male native after reaching the age
of 14 years can obtain land for cultiva-
tion and use it as long as hebe likes free
of charge but he pays taxes he can-
not become the owner if a manesthermanma eitherneither
single or marriedmarriedf desires to move xoto
another locality he can upon applina
tion to the bulekolo or local official
obtain land for his use in such locality
thus there can be no speculation in
lands in tonga and this is therefore no
field of operaoperationtiou for american real
estate boomers though a law thus
prohibiting the permanent atiemation of
land from the government would be ex

obnoxious in a white mans
country it seems to operate well in
tongaorga thehe lands are preserved and
reretainedinto for the bebenefitfit of the natives
ass the original owners and does not as
inin thee case in samoaaboaamoa and hawaii pass
into the hands of white speculators

all the best islands belonging to the
tongan kingdom contain trees which
yield good timber torfor building purposes
especially native houses but both in
variety and quantity the supply is limi-
ted the natives seem to take no
pains to increase the stock of timber
yielding trees the best and largest
trees are used in the construction of
canoes babacos the smallest class of
paddling canoes are always cut out of
single trees Talaagas the beautiful
and swift canoes that are used in fishing
and also the or sailing
canoes having only a single hullbull and
large outrigger are all built of planking

in the same style as the large kalias
these two classes of canoes involve a
great waste of valuable wood as only
two or three planks can be obtainobtainedea
from a single tree timbers forthe erec-
tion otof such frame dwellings as the
whites occupy are imported from new
zealand

A tongan house suits the few neces-
sities and easy habits of the people that
has none of the comcomfortsorts considerconsideidej ed as-
sented to a higher type of civilization
with the exception otof the dwellings otof
the chiefs otof higher rank and the public
native buildings their dimensions are
small and they contain but one or two
apartments they are however con-
structedted with an eye to neatness and
great strength maui when elaborately
finished in the best native style their in
gerior appearance is by no means to be
despised but they are much smaller
than the houses of the fijians atieane
walls range from four to eight feet in
height and are formed either of a single
or adouble ffencing of reeds which when
interlaced and bound by sinnet to the

uns or stakes and posts planted
all around the eaves oiof the building re-
sembles very much strong basket work
these walls are sometimes made more
wind and water tightlight by the addition of
a lining otof plaited cocoa nut leaves but
at the best they afford a sorry resistancefance
to strong winds or heavy rains on
the ether hand there is capital ventila-
tion to condensate lorfor the lowness of
the walls the rootroof otof a tongan house is
carried to a considerable height the
i rafters are closely set and are generally
made olof the outer wood otof the cocoa
nut tree or the bread truit tree the lat-
ter otof which has much the appearance
of cedar wood and has a very pleasing
and beautiful effect when nicely finished
the large beams to which the rafters
are attached are laid along the grooved
tops of high and durable posts which
reach about half way up the entire
height of roof the inner ridge pole is
usually ornamented by a prolusionprofusion otof
sinnet wrappers of varied colors and
geometrically interlaced the roof it-
self is covered with a thick thatch made
from the leaves otof cocoa nut tree the
sugarcanesugsugararcanecane or of the bamboo and isis
perfectly watertightwater tightlight A weilwei built
house will last a good many years but
the thatching requires to be renewed
under the most favorable circumstances
about once in five years the floor is
laid with a profusion of dried leaves
which are in turntum covered over with
numbers ot mats made from the cocoa
nut leaf upon which again the finer sit-
ting and sleeping mats are placed no
provisionion is made in the interior of either
native or white mans house for cooking
conveniences A separate building con-
tains tlethe kitchen and the
heat of the climate renders a fireplace
inin the dwelling house unnecessary the
length of an average native dwelling
house is 20 ffeetbeet by zoTO feetbeet in width the
eads of the houses are always circular
in form even the more modern houses
built otof imported lumber are builttuilt with
rounded ends some of the modern
houses are supplied with windows which
are lacking in the older dwellings
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S A BOY I1 HAIHAD
two ambitions one
was to be a lawyer
and the other was to
be a member of the
united states sen-
ate

these were the
words of mr john

M thurston the man who takes gen
Man dersons place at washington this
week as the new senator from nebraska
they were uttered last night during a
long chat which I1 had with him in his
rooms at the arlington hotel I1 hadbad
asked him a number of questions about
his life and he had told me how starting
as a poor boy hebe had worked his way
up the ladder of fame and fortune he
is now you know one of the most
prominent men of the west for years
he hasbus been one of the greatest of our
lawyers his legal income hashs run into
the tens of thousands of dollars a year
and he has for years been the chief coun-
sel of the union pacific railroad his
first ambition was long since attained
he has now for the firstarst time realized

isis second ambition as the representa-
tive of one of our greatest states in the
united states senate

before I1 give ou the story of his life
as he told it to me let me describe hisbis
looks picture to yourself a slender
studious looking man of about six feet
let him be well dressed and well
groomed his black silk hat is of the
latest block his prince albert coat was
evidently cut by a broadway tailor and
his pantaloons show a decided crease
his hair is as black as his polished boots
it is cut long and is combed rather
carefully across his scalp above a high
full forehead with just a suspicion ofof
baldness let this man have eyes of
the deepest blue and let his long thin
face be intellectual in its cast let his
cacomplexionmplexion be dark and rosy and let
the face make you think more of a
college professor than of a great lawyer
and of the chief representative of the
politicpoliticiansians otof one of the liveliest and
roughestst states of the union and you
have a fairly good idea of john M
thurston the new united states sena-
tor from nebraska if you could chat
with him you would find him a man of
much personal magnetism he has a
melodious voice and a good healthy
laugh he talks freely and hebe tells a
good story he is a man of ideas
and after he has passed through the
apprenticeship which the older sena-
tors make all young men undergo before
they are permitted to do much in the
senate chamber he will probably show
himself to be one of the ablest and most
influential men of that body

I1 asked senator thurston to tell me
something about his ancestry and
especially as to where the name thurs-
ton came from

he replied 1 I dont care much about
genealogy I1 think it is more important
to know what a man is than what his
ancestors have been As for thurston
the name is scandinavian it originally
meant thors stein which translated is
I1 believe the son of thor mrances


