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DISCOTURSE

BY

PRESIDERT JOKA TRYLOR,

Dielivered in the Asscmbdly Hall,
Salt Lake City, Sunday, Feb.
11¢h, 1863,

We meet together from time fo
time, to wpeak and to hear, to medi-
tate and reflast, to siog 2nd to pray,
to attend to our Sacraments, and lo
peek to obtain a Enowledge of the
dntles cnd respenaibilities which de-
volve upon us to attend to. And
then we are desirous to womship the
Iord our God and conform to His
laws; to zeek an acquaintance with
Him and with His purpoees, and to
understand the position we ostcupy
in relation {o out Heavenly Father
and the world in which we live.
These are some of the ideas and
thoughta that flow more or less
throagh the minds of tha Latter-

recallar work which ‘the Lord has
laced upon u3 Associated with what
3 lermed tlie dispensation of tbe
fullpess of times, wherein God will
gather together, it is aaid, all things
in one, whether they be thinge in
the heavens or things on theearth.
It is a dispensation in which is em-.
breced everything that is connected
with any and overy other ciepensa-
tion that has ever exlsted sinca the
the world rolled Info existenoce, or
the moming stars sang together for
joy; and embracea ail theee dlspen-
sations; it is proper that we should
strive to comprehend the varlous
dutles and reapongibilities devolving
upon us, We differ from the world
in many respecte; and I will try to
point out some of these thinge
whereln thia difference exista,

We are api sometimes to be teo
sensorions of the world. We think
that they act very wickolly and
badly, and that is true; bat then,at
the precent ai least, we are not
their judges; it is not any part of our

day Baints; and we are desirous gen-
erally to know the mind and will of
God, and then to doit; at leas, thezo
are the pretensions of the Latter
day Bainid. We do not always
come up to that standard, how:
ever; hat the great majority of
the people, I am happy to. fay,
are aeeking to conform to tha mind,
and will, and word, and law of God.
It has given me great pleasure
lately, in traveling among the Saints
to witness a spirit and fesling of this
kind, which has been abundantly
developed in the diiferent parta of
- the Territory that we have had the
pleasure of visliing. Anditis a
matter of considerable Importance to
us, a8 8 people, that we ecdmpre-
hend the position that we occupy in
the world, aud the varions dunties
and responsibilities that devolve up-
onus, ‘There nre various theorles,
notions and ideas sbrosd in the
world pertaining tothe futare. We,
ourgslves, have bson gathered from
the nations of the earth under the
influvnce of the new and everlast-
ing Gospel, and under the ganldance
and dictation of God, our heavenly
Father; and we call this Zlon, and
we oail ourselves the paople of
Zion, er in other words, the Haints
of the Moat High God. We really
make very great pretensions. To be
a Saint signifies to be holy, to be
pure, to be upright, t¢ be virtuous.
‘rhe German languags is very signifi-
cant on this poing, and they calling
us according fo onr name, denomi-
nate us ws Der Heiligen der

Letzten lage, or the" holy of
of the Jast days, Thisis the profes-
sion which we sssume. We say

thas we have come here to learn the
1awa of God, and to be tanght in His
ways, and that in uwe is falfilled
many of the aucient prophesies per-
taining to these matters, one of
which is: ¢1 will take them one of
acity and two of a family, and
bring them to Zion; and I will give
them pastors after mine own heart,
that shall feed them with know-
ledge and understanding.” There
fs something very peculiar in the
position that we oocujy, and in the
maoner in which we hsve bLeen
brought together, which is not gen-
erally understood by the world of
mankind,

‘We profess agaln to be the Church
of God, and to be the kingdom of
God; !n fact we have any amount of
profersion; but the question with
me gomatimes 18, how near we live
up to our professions, and adhere to
the principles that we profess to be-
lleve in, and to be governed by. For
wo are told in the Scriptures, that
1t 18 *“not every one that sayeth un-
to me Lord, Lord, shall enter Into
the kingdom of heaven; bnt he
that dosth the will of my Father
which i3 fn heaven.” And sgain
Jezus said, “‘Many will say to me in
that day (that is speaking of the
day of judgment} Lord, Lord, have
we nof prophesied in thiy name?
And in thy name have cast out
devlls, and in thy name done ms
wonderful works?” But He says,He
will say unto them, *I never kuew
you: depart from me, ye that work
iniguity.” Agaln we are fold that
he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, And further, as a test
that is given for the guldance and
direction of His pedple, a strict com.
mand is glven nnto them partaining
to thelr eanterisining an undue at-
tachment to the world, John saye:
tiLove not the world, neither the
things® that are in the world, If
any man love the world, the love of
the Father I8 not in him.” No
matter what their professions may
be,nomatter what theirgoalt.mn may
be ;it applies tanll. “Love nof the
world nor the the things thut
are in the world” We nare
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duty to £1f in judgment upon them.
Who are we? The children of our
Heavenly Father. Who are the
world, a3 we sometimes denom!nzte
those that are not of our Church?
The children of our Heavenly Fa-
{her. For God has “*made of one
blocd all natione of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth,” we are
told, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation; that they
should eeek the Lord, it haply they
might fee] after him, aud flnd Hing,
though he bs not far from every
one of ue,”

Now outsido the Goapsl, outside
of revelation, ontside of auy special
communication from ihe Lord, all
nmien, moie or less, everywhere have
certain claims npon their Heavenly
Father, who is said to be the God
and Father of the spirita of all ffesh.
Then we are told, when Jesus spake
{o hia disciples, tney atked him how
they were to piny. He said, Bay,
Our Father who art in heaven.
hallowed be they -name. Who?
our Father—theGod snd the Fatber
of the spirita of all flesh. When
you spproach Him, say, our Father
who art in heaven. Then, they be-

In regard to the eperatiom of the
8pirit upon man, lef me draw your
uttention tos faci that i3 generally
understood by all reflecting men,
and that is, no matter how wicked
8 man may be, how far he may
have departed from the right, such
a man will generally admire and
respect a good man, an honorable
man, and a virtuous man; and such
a man will frequently say: *I wish
I could do as that man doee, but I
cannot: I wish I could purswe a
correct course, bot I am overcome of
ovil.” They cannot help but respeot
the gocd and the honorable, al
though they may not be governed
by principles of honer and virtue
themselves., This same spirit which
ia given toevery man outside of the
Gospel has been mauifested in the
different ages of the world. When
I say outsice of it, the Iatter-
day Balots will understand me.
When 1 apeak of the (Foapel I speak
of the Gospel revealed by our Lord
and Savior Jesus Cbrist, and which
has exlsted at times through the
different ages, and which, wherever
it did exist bronght men inte close
communion with the Tord, hence
the Gowpe! is called the everlasting
Gospel, The Beriptures unequivo-
cally atate that our Bavior “brought
lifa and immorality to light through
the Gospel,” and wherever a know-
ledge of 1ife and immortality existed
it was through theGospel, and w hen-
ever and wherever there was no
koowledge of life and immortality
there was no Gospel. But outside
of that there have heen many good
Influences abroad in the world, Many
men in the diflerent ages, who, In
the midst of wickedness and corrup-
tion, have trled to stop the current
of evll, bave placed themeelves in
the caialogne ef reformers.. Bome
of thore have been what are ealled
heathen, others what are termed
Christian, and others have been
scientific and philantbropie—lovers
and benefactors of the human race.
The many reformeras that existed
in foroaer nges have been men many
of whom have bean since.ely desir-
ous to do the will of (God "and to
carry out Ifis purposes, so far as
they knew them. And then there
are thousandas and tens of thows-
ands of honorable men living to-day
in thls nation, and other nztichs,
who are honest and upright and
virtaous, and who esteem correct
principles and seek to ba governed
by them, so far as they know them,
Bub there iz a very great differ-
enos botween this spirit snd feeling

indesd called hera to this
jand of Zim to perform (a
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that leads mensto do right, whieh Is
emphatically denominated » portion
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belong to our Father, as well as we."

THE DESERET IWNWEWES.

of the Bptrit of God, whieh !a given
to every man to profit withal, and
wbat is termed in the Beriptures the
gift of the Holy Ghost. Men may
be deslrous to do right; they may
bs good, honerable and conaclenti-
oue; and then when we come to the
judgment pertalning to these things
we are told, that all men wlill be
Judged sccording to the deeds done
ta the body, and according to the
light and intelligence which ibey
possessed,

I will take, for instence, the posi-
tion of the reformers, golng no for-
ther back thsn TFEuther and
Melanethon; and then yoan may
oome to Caivin, Knox, Whilfleld,
Wesley, Fletcher and msny others;
men who have been desirons in
their day to benefit their fellow
men; who have prociaimed against
vioe, and advocated the practice of
virtue, Dprightness and the fear of
God. Bot we all, who bave oon-
templated these pubjects, know that
those men never did restore the
Gospel as it was taught by our Lord
aud Bavior Jeans Christ; neither did
they see or comprehend slike in
biblical matters; they groped, as it
wery, in the dark, with a portion of
the Hpirlt of God. They sought to
benefit thelr feliow-map; bat not
having that pnion with God that
the Gosapel imparts, they were un-
able to arrive at just conclusions
pertaining to those matters, Hence
one jintroduced and {awght one
principle, and another introduced
and taugbt another; and they were
eplit up and divided,and the epirit of
sntsyonlsm was found at times
among them; and with all their de-
sires to do good, they did not, and
could not reatore the Gospel of the
Son of God and none among them
were able lo say, Thus eaith the
Lyrd. And that iz tihe condi
tion of the religious world to-day; it
iz Babylon or confusien} confuston
in ideas, confusion in regard to doc-
trine, confusion in regard fo ordi-
nances, ¢to. Apd what shall we say
of such men? Bhall we say that
they were wicked? Neo. It §1 law-
ful to do good always, and anyone
who seeks to promote the welfare of
the human famfly ia a bene-
factor of mankingd, and
ought to be susiained. But now
comes another principle which is
difterent to that. We fiod in read-
ing the SBeriptores, that at the time
that Jesus made His appearance up-
on the earth,there was a varlety
of sects and religious partie:; there
were the Badducees, the Pourizees,
the Essenes and others. But these
people wers told that there waa but
oune Lord, not many; one faith, not
many; one baptistm, not many; and
one God who iz absve =ail and
throngh all and In you all,

Now that was one thing that
troubled Joseph Bmith in his youth-
nl days, and a recital of his experi-
vece In these mattera [ have had
myeelf from his owa Hpe. There
wag, In his yonng days, a religious
revival In the region where he
dwelt., The people that took part
in it were no doubt sincere. [ look
at such things differently from a
great many men. We cannot rea-
scnably suppose that all men are
hypocrites about such matters,
Finsally they, to use their own term,
¢‘converted” some, and then there
vegsn to be a scramble as to which
church tha converta shon'd belong.
This perplexed Joseph Smith, And
having one day while reading in the
Bible, come across that pas-age In
the epistle of James, whure it says,
“]If any of you lack wisdom let him
ask of God that giveth to sli men
liberally and upbraideti: not and it
shall be given him,” he went and
asked (God concerning the matter,
And the Lord revealed Himself to
him,and amongother things thatHe
told him at the time was that none
of the eects were right, that all
had goue oat of the way, and com-
manded him not tojoin any of them,.

I need not now enter ints the de
tails of hie hlstory, as these -things
are well known; but I will proceed.
The Goapel that was restored to him
was thesame Qospel that Jeaus in-
trodnced and tanght; the tame Goz-
pel that wusa tsught in part by
Abraham, and by Mosea—for we
read that the children of [srael had
the (ospel preached to them jn the
wilderness, **hut the word preached
did not proflt them, not being mix-
ed with faith in tnore that heard
it.”” Therefore the law was added
becanse of transgression, Added to
whzi? Tothe Gospel, What dif-
ference ip there between the Gospel
pnd the bellefs of other cects and
creeds? The Gospel always did and
always will ““bring life and jimmor-
tality to lighi®”. That is the differ-
enceé. While others are groping in
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work rightousness, so far as they
kunow, yet they cannot come (o a
knowledge of God nor -become ac-
quainted with eternal thlogs with-
out the Gospel; without the gift of
the Holy Ghost, the spirit of revela-
{ion wbich proceeds from God. And
who are to bave this? All who obey.
fBat I thought,” say some, *that
that wae con fined to some one or two,
or to half = dozen or adozen, as the
cage may be, and that the whole
people had nothing to do with it.”
This ia & very great mistake, and T
will now show you the difference
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o'clock in the morning. People do
not generally get drunk 8o early se
that. What did thls all mean?-
Peter sald unto them: **Thla ia
that which was spoken of by the
Propbet Joel; and it shall come to
pass in the last days, maith God, I
will pour out my Bpirit apon all
flesh and your sons and your
danghters shall prophesy, and your
Joung men shall fee visione, and
your o)di men shall dream dreams:
and oo my eeivants snd on my

between that and the thinge as they
exist in the worid; between the
position that we occupy, and the
poaition that the world vecupy.

The world, s= I have told yon, un-
alded by the gift of the Holy Ghoat,
onalded by the Gospel and the light
of revelation, nre left to gfope a good
deal in tbe dark, But not o with
the Balnts of God; no mastter in
what age of the world they may
have lived, they have been placed
under other clrcumnstances; they
have had the light of troth ta guide
them, and revelation direct from
tue Lord. And here ia the differ-
ence beitween one and the other,
When Nichodemus came 10 Jesus
he went to him by night; be was
much Jike some men are ju thia onr
dsy, with respect to thelr private
feelings for the ¢ Aormons,™ they
respect the ‘‘Mormons,” they can-
not he'p doing so, but they do not
want it known; for the Latter-day
Haints, like the former-day Saints,
are not popular; in fact, we are con-
gidered by mnny as they wers,to be of
disreputable character,a peopls with
whom it wonld not be cousidered
proper to assoclate. Thils was the
character thst the Havior bore
among the self.rightecus but hypo-
critical religioniats of His day. Yet
we call Him the Son of God. And
we find Nichodemus, 8 prominent
man, 8 man of discernment and
abllity, creeplng wround the back
door, not wishing it to be Eknown
that he had called npon the #Mor-
mons’’—Oh, nol—Jesus of Nazareth;
yet he wished to flad out some-
thing reapecting Him, for he believ-
ed that no man could do the things
that He did except God were with

him. Jesus In explainlng the
Gospel to bim, told him that
be, - in order to wnnoderstand
Hia teachings and Hls works,

would have to be born again. Nico-
deinus cou.d not appreciate this say-
Ing, he kLew mnot what the Bavior
meant, thinking the saying referred
ton man’s natural birth, The Sav-
fr then told bim, that unaleas a
man was born‘of the water and of
the Bpirit, he could not enter the
Kingdom ot God; that he conld not
comprehend it; that he cculd not
even eee [t, that he could not
understand  the re'ationshlp that
existed between od and man
witbout tbe gift of the Holy
Ghost. The question would
naturally ariee, how could masn be-
oome possessed of .thils heavenly
gifi? There was a young man, for
Instance, a high minded, honorable
young man, who went to Jesus, and
addressing Him, said, Good Muster,
what good thing can I do to
inherit eternal life? Jesus sald,
Thou knowest the commsandments,
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not
commit adultery, Do not bear
false witne-s, Defrand not,
Honor." thy father and mother,
and Jove God with all 1hy
heart, and thy neighbor as thyealr,
And tba young man said that these
things hie had dode from his youth
op. Jesus then ol him to go and
sell al) that he had and give Lo the
poor, and to come and follow Him;
promising him that he should have
Lreasures im heaven, or in other
words ho should have eternal life
and should drink of the streams
whereof makeglad the ¢ity of our
God. Bat the young man went
away sorrowfal, for hs had muoch
poseessions,

1n regard to the Holy Ghost of
which we have spoken, we are teld
that the disclples were Instruoted to
tarry .0 Jerusalem untll they
were endowed with power from on
high, They did 50, 9nd Whewu they
were amwembled together in one
lace with one accord, making
prayer and bupplication unto the
Lord, the spirit of God descended
upon them a3 a mighty ruashing
wind and rested wpon them. And
they began to speak In tongnes as
the Bpirit of God gave them utter-
ance, There were people there from
ditferent nations, and they heard
them epeak in thelr own tongues
the wouderful worke of God. Some
who were preseni =ifd they were
drunk. “These men are drank
with new wine,” eaid they. “Why,

the dark, though their intentions in
many instances are to do good and
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no,” sald Peter, ¢‘It is only the third
hour of the day”a=that Is about nine
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handmaldens I will poar.out in
thoe days of my epleit; and
they shall propheoy;” In other

words, 1t phiall bring them into re-

lationship with God; it sball open

the vicione of their mainde; it shall

inspire them with the eplrit of reve-
lation; they shall have a hops that

enters within the vail, whither

Churist our forerunner hath gone;
and betng led and directed under
the inspiration of God, they shall

have one Lord, one faiih, and one
baptlsm, and ba guided in the ways

of uil truth. Well, when the people
asked what they were to do to be
saved, they were not told as the
Phbarisees would teli theos, or as the
Essenes, or as the 3adducees, or apy
of the other parties; but they were
told to repent and ba baptized every
one of them In the namelof Jesun
Christ for the remiesion of slog, and
they were promised that they
8ho1d receive the Holy Ghost. In
other-words, they would be bern of
water aud o/ the 8pirlt,and be made
new creatures in Corlst Jesus,
What, then, would the Holy Ghoat
do for them, and whereln was the
difference and the distinction be-
tween that and the other spirit—
that is, the spirit which the people
of Lhe world bad; for they had acun-
sclence accusing or excusing them,
and manﬂ of them felt a desire to do
Elght. at the girt of the Holy
Ghost was to place them in a position
whereby they could know and com-
prehend for themselves, What was
the command of Jeans to His dia-
ciplzs? *Go ye inte all the world
and preach the Gospe! to every
creatnre. He that beileveth snd s
baptl:ed shall ba raved, and he that
believeth not shall be damned. And
these rigne shall fellow those that
belleve,”* What signs? Why, the
sick were to be healed, the lame
were (o be made to walk, the blind
to see, and the deal (o hear, and
the poor wers to have the [ospel
preached to them. Now, what did
Jesus tell His disciples the Holy
Ghost shonld do when 1t came? He
promised ‘It shall lead you Into all
truth?” What shall it do? Lead
yoa into all truth--not into a diver-
sity of sentiments, not into differ-
ences of dootrine, not into a variety
of ordinances, but you shall zee
alike, com prebend alike and under-
stand aljke, *[t shull lead you into
all trutb.” What else shall it do?
It shali bring things past to your re-
membrance, so that you will be
able to comprehend the things
of God as they hsve exlsted in
the different ages on the earth
and with the ¢iods in the eterna!
worlde, and you shall see sye to eye,
And the Bcrigtm-es sny that when
the Lord shall bring again Zion her
watchmen shall see eyetoeye, They
ashnll see alike, they shall compre-
hend alike, they shall be under the
same lufluence, What else shall ic
d0? It ehall show you of things to
@:me. You shall be enabled to lock
through the dark vista of the un-
born fuature, to draw aside the
vail of the invisible world, and
comprehend ihes thinge of God, to
know your destiny and the destiny
of the haman tamily,and the events
that will transpire in coming ages
and times. That iz what the Holy
Gbost will do, and therein is the
diflerence between that Spirit and
the li.tle portion of the epirit which

la given t0 every man to profit with.
al. In other wards, men are indaot-
ed into the family of God and the
household of faith, and they become
hetts of God and joint heirs with
Jesns Christ, Did the visciples pro-
mlee these things in their dsy? Yee,

they did. Dit the peopls whu
Lbeyed the  (oepel Iecelve
them? Yes, they did, and eo evi-

dent was it in many Inetences that
Bimon Magus, who when he eaw
that the disciples by laying on of
hands conferred the gift of the Holy
(Ghost, and that people spake with
tongues and propbesfed under its
influence, he offered the Apostles
money with the expectation that
ihey would confer it upon him for
his money, so that he might pos-
8088 18 great power. Bot he was
answered  immediately: ¢Thy
money perish with thee, because
thou hast thought that the glft of
God may be purchased with mo-
ney.” These men in that day pos.
sersed A hope that bloomed with tm.
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