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Exploration of the Wilds of Southeastern Utah

N exploring expedition into the
ruggedest, grandest
part of Utah, from the view-
point of scenfe attraction, had

wildest,

©

its actual commencement in
Balt Lake today, though Lhe prepara-
tions and arrangements for it have

bean under way for some months.
As sponsor for It in no small measure,
stands the Commercial ¢club, which saw

{n It an opportunity to advertise Utah.
The country to be penetrated is In the
extrema southeastern portion of this

state in the cul de sac formad by the
junetion of the Colorado and San Juan

rivers. The men who comprise the ex-
pedition are Mr. H. L, A. Culmer of
this clty, Mr. 8 T. Whitaker, ex-direc-
tor general of the Utah-8t, Louls

‘ world's fair commission, and Mr., Carl-
ton Holmes, the latter o young man of
21 vears of age, the zon of Col. Edwin
¥, Holmes,

v On reaching Thompson Springs to-
morrow, over the Rlo Grande Western
rallroad, they will procesd by team to
San Juan county following the course
{ndioated by the heavy broken lines of
designation [n the accompanying map.
Ahead of them some days ago went the
oamp and other paraphernalia neces-
sary to make of the undertaking as
puccessfil o venture as is possible In
the six weeks that the expedition |8 to
cover, And precading the shipment of
thelr roughing outfits were sovernl
young men whose scouting operations
are to be directed In a general way by
Al Scorup the well known rancher and
frontieraman of the Han Juan ceuntry.
In fact soma of thess young men have
already been into the wilde to take

1 photogeaphs and make reports of the | the pooks-records that tell the story

l reglon to be explolted, this information [ af thely migrations und which form

to be submitied to the explorers on | ¢h, epitaphs of thelr dead. Government
thelr arrival, and from time to time, | and other sclentists would have prob-
60 they may go dirsct to the most In= | ghiy told long ago the story that we
eresting points of ohssrvation and hope soon to tell, but for the inacces-
sseirch, with as little delay ns pos= | gibility of the wwhole section. Mighty
alble, mountaing, box canyons, rushing and
PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT, tumultuous rivers and sandy deserts
As o part of the equipment taken almogt entirely surround it Deen
chasms everywhere cross the path of

along will be surveyor's instruments

the adventurer and ery halt to him, andl
vd he usually has no buginess within,
he has turned back through all th»
yoars that the white man has been an
occupant of the west."”
“"MORMON" BETTLEMENTS

To the north and sast where there aras

spots in the great wilderness that man

for measurinie purposes; an anerold to
determine the altitude of the most
teresting objects, and an odometer ob-
tained from government ofMicialy in this
city, to record distances, Included in
it are some of the best photographio
devices aver hrought to Utah, one belng
the telescoplc or long distance camera

in-

costing 31,500, the property of My | C&nnow inhabit are a number of jsolal
Whitaker, an expert in the work of | @0 but prosperous “Mormon" settla
handling it; also a panoramic camera | ments, But these are all on the outside

of the unexplored country as are the
miners who wash the sands of some of
the streams for gold and who are mak-
Ing themselves rich In a small way, It
I8 not an eady task to write n coherent
and {intelligible story in advance
what the work of the expedition (s ex-
pected to reveal, But enough is already
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with & capacity for taking three sides
of A section In one great sweep.
PROTECTION AND RESEARCH,
Miner's tents, sleeping bags mades of
waterproof ducking, lined with blank«
ots and laged «t the tops so that the
oocoupant might lle out of doors and
defy the downpour of the most drench«
ing rain are taken along as protection

this reglon of 8an Juan county
a8 the ropresentative of a mining syn
i dicate. The mineral outlook along the
Colorado river and its confluents led to
the baellef that hidden treasures of cone
glderable If not values could be
found there belief still exists

dering

of |
great
That

ripdp o

against the slements, Rifles and re - oL - S — - :::
‘ volvers for wild game or purposes of | % } 4 b
N defpnse are likewise carried, Plcks, , ;
shovels, axes, rope ladders 600 feat In . 3

length, with hooks altached and made
to grapple a body worn by
each member of the party so that they
may ba let down over cliffs to enter the

harness
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habitations of the nnclents of these -:t
wild gorges, are all included in the E‘r’ :::
shipment ahead. ¥ 3

FOR PICTURES AND STORIES. :‘: :::

Speaking of the matter Mr, Culmer :{t &
pays that he Is taking blow pipes, and :;:
other contrivances to test the various ; 0:-
Rinde of metal thut may be found. But :’:
primarily he expocts to gather data $ 4
for eastern magazine articles and to :‘:

e el

make sketches for some splendld ples
tures to be painted on his return home,

o
YAslde from this, however," he said, ) 4
“we are Informed that there are some '.
wonderful fossll remalns of glgantie s
animals extinct ages ago, and number- :}c

less archaecological treasures there, It
ia reported that they are even greater
than those dug from the mountains of
Wyoming srome years since and which
8o intereeted the sclentino world for o

00 8 8 I 8 R R

timea. Wo may or may not ind them,

THE WONDERS OF OUR STATH,

o .

"We will seek out and attempt to °:' -5:
portray the wonders of our state by 3! ":
plotura and story Here Is an unex %:I!ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ!||=ﬂi555"!3:305‘ 2 Ak ::'
plored region 3,000 square miles In ex- MMQ"WM.:":"""“:""""*"("M"'
tent. It presents scenery that s in- PICTURESQUE WATCH-TOWER
comparably unlque in its  character Of the Ancient Inhabitants of the 8an Juan Country.
and extraordinary in Ita majestie pro- o St ——
portions, And then it holda the ruine | known to Indiot an interesting if not in the n me 0 At tha
and recorda of a race long since but a | an entrancing narrative of the won=« | time mentioned Long met n ranchman
memory, without doubt the Bhoshone | ders of Nature that some men have | of hi ton whe cattle grazed n
nations, the predecessors of the Indian | been permitted to view, Some {dea Of | the trinngle bet m the Colorado and |
tribes ound about us. We shall scale | what they are may be gleaned from | San Juan I'h man was Al |
the ¢liffs and go Into the tombs of | what follows: Beorup, the frontlersman and scout who
these people, We should like much to BEGINNING OI'" ENOWLEDGE ) g to pilot the Salt Lake expadlition Into
read~certainly we shall copy some It la less than 15 years ago that Hors | the unknown counts
of the records they have left on  ape J. Long was In the outskirts bors | Seorup told Long of the wonders to
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BLUFF CITY ON THE 8AN JUAN RIVER, UTAH.
Last Sottlement at Which the Exploring Expedition Will Stop,
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' pe seen in this almost maccessible secs
tlon. There Were storles about arches
and natural stone bridges that were
gnld to be larger than any others in tha
known world, It took only a visit {o
the edge of this country to believe the
tales that swera told, Mighty cliffs that
themselves hundreds if not
thousands of feet into the azure deep
were on every hand., Box canyons and
overhanging walls, watch-towers ana
ruing of cliff dwellers, tumultuous cat-
aracts and streams go far down in the
eroded rock a8 to look like mere thieads
I of wending winding their
way the Grand canyon
through courgings that deflied the power
of man to penetrate, or cross, all con.
tributed to rugged
grandeur that may yet make Utah one
of the
the globe,

TWO YEARS AGO.

few

projected

sliver and

to famous

make a pleture of

ttractive scenie sections of

most

Comparatively white men had
even peeped into these wilds, Such as
had dared to enter even for a short dls«
tance were either cewboys or outlaws.
Just two years ago this spring Scorup
and Long visited them, On the way in,
at a point called Boldiers Crosging, they

halted for a brief rest, There they dis-
covered the praves of two of Uncls
Sam's soldiers who had been killen
vears before, by the Ute Indians, A

gand tombstone told the story and gave
their names and the date of their bur«
fal as March 30, 1885,

NATURE'S GREATEST BRIDGES,

The journey was continued to the ob-

Jective point, which was reached with
much difficulty Mlles of barren rock
Weére corossed Sometimes the gourse
WAS up, sometjr lown nand oce mn
plly over rrugated undulating surs
face, hut alw 1 diMenlt The wind,
which 1 8eason through these
wilds with t} ting breath of winter
#ud thy | heat of summmer had lajd
bare th face the whole reglon
Searcely was there soll enough left for
even a gl mountain pine,
but now and again ¢ of these was on.
countered When the Elk mountains
weore reached the explorers paused and
looked upward toward thelr maljestic
| heights and fro ng (ace, furrowed
| with the eroslpons of ages and covered

with pind

ey growths of un
derbrusgh. 'The place

where they stood

| Wad about as un ting as it could be,

and of comforiy ffared none at all
WITH THE CLIFF-DWELLERS.

In the White canyon are numerous ev.

‘ idences of the place once belng Inhab-

ited by a prehistoric race, One of thesa

was where Scorup and Long pagsed the
night. It was but & short distance from
the bed of the canvon, and on o ledge
| Where the crude and crumbling habitas
| tlon of a cliff-dweller remained to tell
{ tory that has a mystery woven
‘ about It such as they sought in vain
to expln to ench ather It was much
1 Itke the watch«tower shown in this ar«
| tiele though not so well preserved, Als

1

'h d to the hardahips of the

he prospector and the frontiers-
man the night is not as pleasantly
\ ] sed as mi be Imugined, The sur.
| [  § ngs v not conducive to rest,
nor dld the anticipations of the mors
row furnish soperifi potions to the
iry and daring explorers
DISCOVERY AND CHRISTENING
| Early in the moming they re astir,
Bboth men wprehonsive and doubtful
ag to the disclosures the day would
ring forth Scorup had once before
| glar ed att ablecty of thelr present
| search, He had told In glowing colors
what they mly expeet to see. He
| dldn't want Long to think he had over.

t ted the se. The mequel shows

| that he could not well have done that,
for before nightfall they had beheld

; three mighty natural bridges which are
without counterparts in the dlscoverias
of the world. They run from canyon's
edre to ny edge In proportions so

! ossnl and ighte go altitudinal as

| to eause man to wonder If nature has

| ever carved ut ny abject as greatl or

' As wonderful as they are

{

‘ BOME COMPARIBONS,

The explorers carrled no Instruments
vith wi they could accurately deter.
nineg helght, length or breadth of
theasa marvelous chasm gconnections,

they had mome, and with them
made some ealculations which show
‘ that the mighty capitol bullding at

Washington could be placed beneath

l

‘ short of reaching ite level,

Bluff Utah ———

the span of the largest and its mighty
dome still be far below the curve of the
archway and that the largest of all the
Egyptian pyramids would even fall
It was es-
timated, too, that whole regiments of
soldiers could march aver it, many col-
umns wide, and afford ample room for
the execution of such a feat,

THE BRIDGES NAMED.

This mighty structure was christen-
ed the "Augusta' In honor of the name
of Mr, Long's wife, Thig ceremony did
not take place, howaver, untll the first
bridge they beheld had been named the
“Caroline,” which wug the name of
Mr, Scorup's mother, The third bridge
is called the "Little"” bridge, and I8 in
some respects the most pieturesque of
the group.

It 18 posalble numerous
ways wlll be discovered by
tion from 8alt Lake.
them will be larger,
The trip itself will have
er on,

MAJOR POWELL'S EXPEDITION.

There 18 in the annals of Amerlcan
exploration one document which desls
with the country bordering upon that
into which the Salt Lake party pene-
trates,  But It I8 radlcally different
from this one, in that it was entirely
a water trip made in bhoats down the
Green and Colorado rivers, leaving
Green River City on the rallrond, That
expedition  was under the charge of

other arch.
the exped|-
Perhaps somea of
perhaps smaller,

to tell that late-

J, W. Powell, who rems d the
SBmitheonlan Institute, Hig findinga
were publigshed by the government and
form an authoritative sourn of infors

mation today, The trip wa

be an exploration of the Colorade river

and s tributaries and the report on It
was forwarded to Congress in 1574

The party conslatod « nine men, who
manned four bont made in Chicago
Thelir leader, N kept a faithfu)
dlary which f ne sectlon of his
report, A8 thelr route lay along the
southwest border o he unknown area
now to be explored, extracts from thelr
leader's narrative i1l prove of marked
interest., The following are passages
taken from the story, which llustrate
the kind of country to be penatrated

IDEA OF GRANDEUR,

The high region on the east, north
wnd wesl I8 el With ranges of snows
¢lad mountaing, attaining an altitude
| above the sea varying from 5,000 to
14,000 feet, Al winter long on ita

mountain crested rim snow falls Nlling
| the gorges, half  burying the forests
and covering the crags and peaks with
| & mantle woven by the winds from the
waves of the mantle of snow,
When the summer sun comes, the snow
melts and tumbles down the mountain
wldes in milllong of cuscaden, Ten
milllon cascade brooks unite to  form
10,000 torrent croeks; 10,000  torrent
creeks unite to form 100 rivers bheset
with cataracts; a hundred roaring rive

#ei-—a

ers unite to form the Colorado which
rollg, a mad, turbid stréam Into the
Gulf of California

Every rviver has cut itself a canyon,
every lateral ereek has cut a canyon;
every brook rung Into a canyon! every

ritl born of a shower and bhorn again
of n shower, and living only during
thege showers has cut for itself a ean.
von &o that the whole upper bagin of
the Colorado 18 traversed by a labyrinth
of theae deep ROrges
Owing to a great varlety of geologi-
ecal conditions these canyons differ
much in general aspect. The Rio Vir-
gin bhetween Long Valley and  the
"Mormon" town of Schunesbhurg runs
through Parunaweap canyon, often not
more than 20 or 80 feet wide and
from 600 to 1,000 feet deep
TREELICES AND BARE,
Low mesas dry and trecless giretch

back from the brink of the canyon of«
tenn showing smooth surfaces of naked,
wolld rock. In gome pluces the country
rock belng composed of marls, the purs
face 18 a bed of loose disintegrated ma-
terial, and you walk through it as In a
bed of ashes. Often these marls are
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MAP OF THE UNEXPLORED REGIONS OF SAN JUAN COUNTY.
On Leaving the Railroad at Thompson's 8prings the Explorers Will Proceed Over the Wagen
dicated by the Broken Meavy Lines in the Map Untii They Reach That Portion of the

the Shaded Seotion Which is the Objective Point of the Party, and Where the Great

Cliff Dwellers' Ruins are to be Found,
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richly coloreq and var {ogatad

places the country yook s & loe 1 Other

stone, the disintegration of 08¢ sand

laft broad stretches of ‘I!.,,‘ hich han

white, golden and ,”‘;‘l‘“_-“K sand,
iilion

Where the sandsi e 14 a )
ate & paving of pabbles hag 15 OMI8r.

& mosale of many olors. 1 1“.““ left,
the drifting sundg and ‘»"Illl"‘m by
the sunlight, " Wisning iy

After the canyon
able features of the ( ‘“ [‘M "l remary.
lines of cliffs. Those ars .- helong
graphio ateps, : I ‘.‘“l"'l
miles in length, presentine . are
often vertlenl fae . e

VOLCANIC IIESTR)

The reglon is further dj
Bhort ranges or sruptive talne 1
YAsL system of ¢ res g/ Afia o A
the rocks (o the de pths TROKS 1)
Q0ross the country | O P #xtond
‘-\.‘v ftoade of Ry 1 L\ L“ IM' I'ev.
erIng mesag and table land wis ,\"‘\'
of bluck asphalt, The expirine  Ceis
giest of thess volea ‘ : =
pued up huge conde Y I .“y‘ nave
along th LTI red ! ‘l-
black, nuked of vege g I 'y, «‘
splovous land marks, set as thay ape @
contrast t the et I“"yb}'l
of sedhmentary origin e -

These canyon gorges obstrueting
oliffs and desort wiste v vrovaniy
the traveller from penetra \' ,;‘
country, so that until the © ;‘r T
River Exploring company was form ey

XY
i was almost unknown.

THRILLING BEXPLORATION.

Early in the spring of 186 ;
party wus organized rfor the purpose of
exploring the country around the heada
of the cunyons leading into the Coln
rado Poats were bullt {n Oh
triansgported to a point v
Pacifle rallroad cr
With these we were 1t lesog
Green Into the Colorado and

L sma)|

Colo
leago ang

Coln
rivddo down to the foot of t) ¥ ’r‘n“l
canyon.

May 24, 1860.—The gopd
Green river turn out stard
Wea ralse our Httle flug :,r““
from the shore and (e u }
carries us down O i e
liy loaded and only f Himost
care Is It possible to | 1eh
iver without shilpping 4

A mile or two helow | un of

sand bay, The men jumiy )
strenm and thus lighte
#o that they drift over 0 R
In trying to avold a rock, a
broken on one of boats
crippled she strikes The currer
ewlift and she In sent recling ,

Ing Into the eddy In confusion
others are lost overboard, and the me \
geem  qulte discomfited, mu o the
imusement of the other men th
party,

Catching the oars and sta R
the boats are once more borne do
the F'lx't]l} until we land at a small
cottonwood Brove on the bank and
camp for noon

MOUNTAIN SHEEP KILLED

May 20.~A flock of mountain  sheen
are seen on a ¢ to the right The
boals are quietly tled up and three
or four men go after then In the
course of two or three hours they re.
turn, The cook hag been su

bringing down a fat laml The un-
successful bunters taunt him with tind-
Ing it dead, but It Is n dressed,
cooked, and eaten, making a fine |

o'clock dinner,

May 29.~This morning Bradley and |
cross the river and climb more than a
thoupand feet to a point where we can
pee the stream gsweeping in a long beau-
tiful curve through the gorge below
Turning and Jooking to the west we can
gee the valley of Henry's fork through
which for many mileg the little rive

flows in n tortuous chal ‘ottons

wood groves are planted here and thers
them are

along {tg course, and betwee)
stretches of grass la '
mountaln valley is | {
gide by sloping walls of naked rock of
many bright colors ¢

I'o tha south of
the valley are the Ulntas, and the pe
of the Wasatech mountaing can be faint.
ly seen in the far west To the north
degert plaing, dotted hera and there
with curiously carved hills and buttes
extend to the limit of vision,
SOME HAD INDIAN WIVES

For many years this valley has been
the home of & number of mountalneers,
who were originally hunters and trap-
pers, living with the Indians,  Most of
them have one or more Indian wives
They no longer wander about with the
nomadic tribes In pursuit of the buck
rkin and beaver, but have accumulated
herds of cattle and ho ind conslde
themselves quite well to do.  Some of
them have built eabing; others still lve
in lodges

John Baker {g one of the
of these men; and from our point of
view we can see his lodge three or fol
miles up the river

The dlstance from CGreen RN
to Flaming Gor 0 miles

A QUERR BIT
Wonderfyl feat
gorges tha W pits

most famot

ge 18 nixty-ty
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