to the probable successor to the present
hesd of the great orgamization. The
likely  candidntes are now beifig nar-
rowed down to only & few individuals,
among whom 18 Cardinal Gibbons, nf
New Orleans. One writer in a lead-
ing magazine stated something less
than & year ago, that that gentle-
man hnd of nll others the hest pros-
pect of attaining te the posttion. But
the papal mantle may, aftersll, fall
upen the shoulders of somesne pot
pow In sight. Bhould the New
Orleans dignity he elected to the posl-
tion, hbwever, it would cause s pro-
found sensation in this country, where
it is clnimed the Catholic Church has
pe fewer than 8,000,000 membhers.
Buch an event would doubtless have a
powerful effect upon public aflairs in
the United Btates, for reasons that
must be apparent to those who have
given nny thought to the subject.

VOLCANQES [N MEXICO.

MExIO0 at preeent enjoys the lis-
tion of haviog & volcane In n viclent
state of eruption. The province of
Colima is situated on the Paolflic
coanst side of the republic. It is one of
the rigchest agrlocuitural regions of
Mexico. The city bearing the same
name is located at an sltitude of 1450
fest apd coniatns 30,000 inhabitants. It
ja about sixty miles inland from the
seaport tuwn of Manzanlllo.

North of the city, and about twenty
mfles distant Is the great veleano of
Colima. It has been for two or three
weeks In & very active state of erupticn.
Ashes have been carried a distance of
400 mijles hy strong winds. The flames
which burst from the crater illuminate
the country for miles around. On
Wednesday, the 16th inpst., the erup-
tion was particularly viclent ‘and ac-
compapied with several shocks of
earthquake. A oumber of Loutes in
the ocity of Colima were shatiered.
Even the shocks were felt so far diftant
as Acapulco, many miles further di%n
the comst. The ygovernor of the
province ordered the residents of the
towns adjoiniog the voleano toabandon
thelr hones aod move further awsy.

The voloano consiets of two tones,
named respectively the voleano of
snow, and the voleane of fire. The
Iatter i causing the present alarm.
It has an altitude of 12,800
feet. The first destructiv eruptiou
of which there is any record took place
in 1611. A great deal of property was
destroyed st that time. Ashes and
scoriae were thrown out s for o Jdis.
tance of une hundred miles in circum-
ference. In 1743 It agaln belched
forth huge volumea of flrs and did
immenses damage to the surrounding
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country. Bixteen years later a new
volcano broke out sbout one hundred
and elxty mlles enst of Colima, which
did great damage aleo. I[n 1806 an
earthquake ocourred in these reglons,
which destroyed alarge part ofthe city
of Zapotian and eaused 2000 persons to
Inse their lives. 1o 1818 there wnsa

able life and property were loaf.
Nothing very serious has occurred
since, until the present outhreak,w hich
promises to be aitended with much
danger,

——

THE WORLD WE LIVE IN.

THE FPopular Science Monthly for
Jaounry, 1892, has ao article taken
from the Liondon Témes,on ‘‘The Popu-
lation of the Earth,’ based on data
obialned from a work issued by the
the famour (German geographers Dr.
Wagnoer and Dr. Bupan. The German
‘publication has been compiled with
the graatest care. The fgures which

itgives may be tuken as the nearest
agproximation to the truth oblainnbie.
) For countries which have no censuses,
' Dr. Bupan has undertaken special [n-
vestigations na to population. He has
dealt with Afriea, Amerien, A ustralia
and Oceanica, whlle Dr, Waygner has
looked nfter Europe and Asia. Every
figure given has neen critically exam-
ined. Xqual care has, hgen
stowed on the calculations of nreas,
new measurements in many cases hav-
ing been specinlly made for this weork.

The population of the world s put
down at 1,430,000,000. Of this Europe,
with an area of 38,758,880 square miles,
contalns 367,500,000 people, maklog a
deneity of populstion €qual to Dinety-

has an aren of 17,500,000 :quare miles,
a population of nearly 826,000,000, and
forty-seven pefasons, to the square mile.

square miler, 184,000,000 people, and
fourteen persons to the squnre mlle.
A merica has an nrea of nearly 15,000,-

and eight persons to the aguare mile.
A ubtralia hes an area of nearly 3,000,-
(00 zquare miles, 8 population of 8,500,
800, nnd one person to the square mile.
The Oceanic Islande have ap mres of
738,120 square miles, with a population
of over 7,000,000, giving ten persons to
every squnre mile. Tioe Polar regions
have an area of over 1,500,000 aquare
miles, with a population of about 80,-
000,

Among European countries Belgium
comes first in denpsity of population
with 530 persons to a squarloc mile.
Norvay aod Finland are the most
thimnly inhabited, haviog only sixteen
persons to a aquare mile. England

dreadful eruption, hy whlech consider-’

be- |

four pereons to the square mile, Agia|some time.

Africn has an area of over 11,000,000 |

000 square miles, 121,500,000 people, |
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nlone outside of Scotland and [reland:
has 480 persons to the sguare mile,.
Holland 865, Ireland 160 and Scotland
120,

The populstion of Chion forms a
theme for elaborate discussion, Al
oov time it was estimated at 500,000,-
000, ‘but Wagner avd Tupan after care-
ful research, puts it at 350,000,000 for
China proper, which comprises the
tighteen provinces, The Chinese em-
pire includes Mantehuria, Mongolai,
Kansu and Thibet with a population of
11,500,000,

The common estimate for Africa in
former times was 220,000,000, but Wag-
ner and Bups] puts it at 164,000,000.
The Congo Free State is credited with
an area of 883,380 aquare miies, and &
population of 14,000,000. Africa, south
of the equator, is nearly as large ms
Europe. British Bouth Africa has an
area of 951,000 square miles, with a
population of about 3,800,000, Of the
total ares of Africa 309,000 square
miles are under forest.

The population of the Russian em-
pire 18 given at 113,000,000. The total
nren of Asintic Russia is estimated at
6,500,000 equare miles, oot lhcluding
the Artic [slands. The totsl area of
Persia i8 put at 635,000 equare mlles,
with nan estimated populntion of
9,000,000.

— =

EXCITED QUEBEC.

NEws from Cunads s not of the
most pacific character. Intense ex-
citement prevalls in the province of
Quebec. The situation at Ottawa, the
Dominion capital, 1s not reassuring.
The Conrervative mipistry now In
power has had serious complications {or
An eveunt occurred last
week which is likely to bring matters
to s orlsls.

In point of wealth and population
Quebec is the second provibee® of the
Capasisn Domioion. Its parlinment
cousists of n legielative counoil of 24
members, appointed for life, and a
legislative assembly of 65, elected by
gualitied voters for four years. The
executive power is vested Ina Lieu-
tensnt.- Governor, appoloted by the
Governor-General of Canada nanisted
by n ministry relected from members
of the parliament, except a Boliolitor
General appolinted hy himself,

The present Lieutenant-Governor
war appointed io 1887. He is a Con=
servative. The premier of the ministry
uptil B week ago was a well-known
French-Canadlan named Mercier. His
party rules the province. He was
formerly a Liberal, but nt the time of
the Rlel execution in Manitobs he and
his party styled themselves Nationale.
They clsi:}led that Riel suffered death




