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to the probable successor to the present
head of the great organization the
likely candidates are now being nar-
rowed down to only a few individuals
among whom is cardinal gibbousgibbons of
new orleans one writer in a lead-
ing magazine stated something less
than a year ago that that gentle-
man had of all others the best pros-

pect of attaining to the position but
the papal mantle may after all fall
upon the shoulders of someone not
now in sighteight should the new
orleans dignity be elected to the post

tion hbhoweverwever it would cause a pro-
found sensation in this country where

Itleit is claimed the catholic church has
no fewer than members
such an event would doubtless have a
powerful effect upon public affairs in
the states for reasons that
must be apapparent to thosethos who have
given any thought to the subject

VOLCANOES IN MEXICO

MEXICO at present enjoys the illa-

tion of havingbaving a volcano in a violent
state of eruption the province of

colima is situated on the Pacifile
coast tildeside of the republic it isia one of
the richest agricultural regions of
mexico the city bearingbear no the same
name is located at an altitude of 1450

feet and contains inhabitants it
toia about sixty miles inland from the
seaport town of manzanillo

north of ahethe city and about twenty
miles distant is the great volcano of

colima it has been for two or three
weeks in a very active state of eruption
ashes have been carried a distance of

miles by strong winds the flames
which burst from the crater illuminate
the country for miles around on
wednesday the lostlaist the erup-
tion was particularly violent and ac-
companiedcompa nied with several shocks of
earthquake A number of houses in
the city of colima were shatteredshattered
even the shocks were felt so far duit
as acapulco many miles furtherfurtner down
tilerthe coast the governor of the
province ordered the residents of the
towns adjoining the volcano to abandon
their homes and move further away

the volcano consists of two bones
named respectively the volcano of

snownow and the volcano of fire the
latter toIs causing the present warmalarm
it has an altitude of

feet the first eruption
of which there is any record took place
in 1611 A great deal of property was
destroyed at that time ashes and
scoriae were thrown out a for a dis
tance of one hundred miles in circum-
ference in 17431748 it again belched
forth huge volumes of fire and did
immense damage to the surrounding

country sixteen years later a new
volcano broke out about one hundredred
and sixty miles east of colima which
did great damage also in 1806 an
earthquake occurred in these regions
which destroyed a large part ofthe city
of Za tian and caused 2000 personspersona to
lose their lives in 1818 there was a
dreadful eruption by which consider
able life and property were lot
nothing very serious has occurred
since until the present outbreak which
promises to be attended with much
danger

THE WORLD WE LIVE IN

THE popular science monthly for
january 1892 has an article taken
from the london Timesou the popu-
lation of the earth 22 based on data
obtained from a work issued by the
the famous german geographers dr
wagner and jrdr the german
publication has been compiled with
the greatest care the figures which
it gives may be taken as the nearest
approximation to the truth obtainable
for countries which have no censuses
dr has undertaken special in-
vestigations anaa to population he has
dealt with africa america australia
and OoOceanica while dr wagner has
looked after europe and asia every
figure given has been critically exam
ined equal care has been be
stowed on the calculations of areareas
nownew measurements in manycases hav-
ing been specially made for this work

the population of the world tois put
down at of this europe
with an area of square miles
contains people making a
density of population equal to ninety
four persons to the square mile asia
has an area of square miles
a population of nearly and
forty seven personsstoto the square mile
africa has an area of over
square people and
fourteen persons to the square mile
america has an area of nearly

square miles people
and eight persons to the square mile
australia has an area of nearly

equale miles a population of
and one person to the square mile

the oceanic islands have an area of
square miles with a population

of over giving tonten persons to
every square mile the polar regions
have an area of over square
miles with a population of about 80

among european countries belgium
comes first in density of population
with personspe esons to a square mile
norway and finland are the most
thinly inhabit having only
persons to a square mile england
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alone outside of scotland and ireland
has personspersona to the square mile
holland ireland and scotland

the population of china forms a
theme for elaborate discussion at
one time it was estimated at

but wagner audand tupanatupan after care-
ful research puts it at for
china proper which comprises the
eighteen provinces the chinese em-
pire includes MantoManthuriachuria Mong olal
banaukanau and thabet with a population of

the common estimate for africa in
former times was but wag-
ner endand puts it at
the congo free state jin credited with
an area of square miles and a
population of africa south
of the equator tois nearly as large as
europe british south africa has an
area of square miles with a
potulapopulationtion of about of the
total area of africa square
miles are under forest

the population of the russian em-
pire is given at the total
area of asiatic russia tois estimated at

square miles not
the artioartic islandsta lands the total area of
persia is put at square miles
with an estimated population of

EXCITED QUEBEC

NEWS from canada is not of the
most pacific character intense ex-
citementcitement prevails in the province of
quebec the situation at ottawa the
dominion capital is not reassuring
the conservative ministrymip letry now in
power has had serious complications for
some time an event occurred last
week which is likely to bring matters
to a crisis

in point of wealth and population
quebec is the second province of the
Cancanadiansalan dominion its parliament
consists of a legislative council of 24

members appointed for life and a
legislative assembly of 65 elected by
qualified voters for four years the
executive power tois vested in a lieu
tenant governor appointed by the
governor general of canada dilated
by a ministry selected from members
of the parliament except a solicitor
general appointed by himself

the present lieutenant governor
was appointed in 1887 he is a con-
servativeservativeive the premier of the ministry
until a week ago was a well known
french canadian named mercier his
party rules tiethe province he waswaft
formerly a liberal but at the time of
the execution in manitoba he and
his party styled themselves nationalsNati
they claimed that rielkiel suffered death


