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WE have heard thisthia afternoon the
testimony of one of our young
brethren eldereider Blmathoniathon prattpratts
whowilo has just returned rejoicing in
the truth from his first preaching
mission abroad

when speaking of liiiiislate expe-
riencerieco my mind was carried back
to the days of my youth when at
the agoage of nineteen I1 went forth
to tilethe world to pi each the great
principles embraced in the faith
of the latter day saints I1 too felt
my ivweaknesseaknes being thelithen very
timid and bashful deverfeverneveruever having
been accustomed to public speakespeak-
ing but the lord in whom I1
placed my trust gave me strength
according to my faith and perse-
verance to proclaim the truth to
the peopeoplee the holy ghost which
had beenn given me brought to
my mind the scriptures of eternal
artltruth in thethe very moment needfulneeadful
to present them to the people
Papassagessiges which I1 had merely rearead
in my early school days came as
vividly to my mind as though I1
had committed them to memory
thisifhis was in of a promise
of god to all his faithful servants
the lord through new revela-
tion has commanded his servants
who go forth as missionaries in
this last dispensation to take no
thought beforehand what they
shall say for it shall be given them
in the very moment what they
shall say this has been verified
in very deed in my experience
sometimes in consequence of my
weakness I1 would take forethoughtfoie thought
upon some few subjects but afteralter
arising to express anese things
the they would be taken
from me

there are many promises which
god has made to nisnia servants in
these latter times and in connec-
tion with cheso promises helie has
given many commandments which
wevve are required to observe and
keep one ofthese commandments
given to his missionary servants in
the year 1832 reads as follofollowsws

verily I1 say unto you let no man
that goebgoes forth to preach my gos-
pel from this hour taketaue purse or
scrip 11 we therefore went forth as
the ancient apostles taking no
thought for thetho morrow whatwhat we
should eat or what weve should
drink or wherewithal we should
be clothed for said the Llordbordord
consider the lilies of the field they
toil not neither do they spin and
the kingdoms of this world in all
their glory are not arrayed like
one of these there was another
promise made in connection with
these commandments intheythey who
go forth without purse or scrip and
are faithful in all things shall
not be weary in mind neither in
body limb nor joint neither
shall they go hungry or athathirstlist 11

this is another great promise
which has been verified upon me
to the very letter I1 have gone to
foreign nations without one farth-
ing to either procure food or a
nights lodging and god has open-
ed up my way so60 that I1 have
lacked no needful thinglhing this is
not only my experience but the
experience of thousands who have
also tested iaalikelikeilke manner the
truth of this promise in the early
rise of this church I1 sometimes hadbad
to sleep out in the open air tilethe
same as our saviour had to do as
he said the foxes have holes and
the birds of the air have nests but
theUW son of mau bath not whelo to
lay his head and so it hath been
with many of hlahia latteriatter dayberday ser-
vantsvA n ts yet we experienced no
1particular inconveniences by be-
ilig obliged to sleep at night on the
ground neither have wowc
when calling oilon the people from
time to time asRs servants of god to
obtain food any more than elijaheiljah
did when helie lasted forty days or
moses when he was forty days and
forty nights without eating or
drinking there waswag a power over
and in those ancient servants of
GOgod that satisfied the cravingsclavingscravi of
ththe appetite in papassingningming through
such circumstances and such pow-
er waswa not withheld from us

after the lord told us how to go90
forth to the world with this gospel
message he said hee that receiveth
you recelvethyethth me and behe that re
colleth me receiveth my father

and ho that receiveth my father
recel veth mymk fathers kingdom
heB a also said he that youYau
and your words and testimony ro-
jeacet me go away from him and
cleanseclean 0 yourYour feet with pure water
and bear testimony of it to your
father and return not again to that
man or house and whatsoever vil-
lage or city you enter do likewise
and another great aromisepromisegro mise made
in connection with this is that
every soul that believes on your
words and is baptized in water for
the remission of sins shall receive
the holy ghost and these signs
shall follow them that believe in
my name they shall cast out devils
healbeal the sick open the eyes of tiietile
blind unstop the ears of the deafdear
and the tongue of tho dumb shall
speak and if any man adadmiaters
poison to them it shall not hurt
them

thothe promise therefore unto all
who receive this gospel is that
they shall not only receive remis-
sion of their sins but they shall
also receive the holy ghost through
the laying on of hands a promise
which god alone can fulfillfulfil sup-
pose this church was an imposi-
tion and this gospel message not
divine would not the people who
have rendered obedienceobedi elice to its re-
quirementsquirements have provedproved it long ago
to be falsefase certainlytaimitainiy they would
and thetho niesmessagesaresage itself with its ad-
vocates would have died away and
come to naught would they have
continued as many have done for
over forty years in this chuchurchach and
would the people numbering in
this territory about one hundredbundred
and fifty thousand have gathered
as they have done from nearly all
the civilized nationsto the greaten

of this continent if the prom-
ises made them through this gos-
pel had not been fulfilled no
you might have preached andnd pro-
mised but it would have been ofor
no effect there is a vast cloud ofor
witnesses not only these of thisi
congregation but I1 speak of the en-
tire people

do you know latter day saints
this work is true yoyouu do

how do you know it not merely
because the men who proclaimed
it told you it was true how then
do you know it you know it by
virtue of your obedience to thethe
message you have done the will of
the fatherfattier and you have realiarealizedd
the of the promise boso
that it is not a matter of guess-
work of mere opinionion you know
beyond a single doubt that it is
the work of the living god

supposean impostor were to un-
dertake to preach this gospel offer-
ing the same promises to belbeibelieversleversievers
which of course would not be ful-
filled do you not therefore see
that it would be impossible to ga-
ther suehsuch people together from the
different nations but when the
promises are realized the people
receiving someomsomethingething they navernever
before experienced when those
effects are strictly in accordance
with the words of god then they
have a testimonyoay that cannot be
denied but says one we hear
people belonging to thetho different
christian sects and denominations
say that they receive the spirit of
god you say the same how are
we to Jjudge between you and
them l I1 would answer in the
language of the apostle john who
in tilethe first verse of the fourth chap-
ter of his general epistle said

beloved believe not every spirit
but grythetry the spirits whether they are
of god because many false proph-
ets are gone out into the world 22

the true spirit imparts signs to all
believers dodothethe methodists the
baptists the presbyteriansrians or any
of the christian sects receive a spi-
rit of this kind do they lay their
hands on the sick and are the sick
healedcaledli if they do then they are
true believers but if they do not
it shows that they have been de-
ceived do they even profess to
have these sigsignsii no whywb be-
cause they know they are not in
possession of them and in order to
excuse themselves with a view of
making everyoveryeverybodybody behbelieveeve they are
true believers they say these signs
were only to follow the servants of
god in the first age of christianity
let us examine carefully the writ-
ten word to see whet her this is so
or not jesus as isJs shown in the

chapter of st mark com-
mencing at the verse saldeaid to
the eleven apostles go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature he that be

and is baptized shall be
savedavelt but he that belibellbelievetheveth nothalihailhallshall bee damned and these signs
shall follow them that believe in
my name shall they cast out
devils they shall speak with new

tonguetonguess they shall take up
serpents and ifit they drinkbrink any
deadly thing it shall rotnot hurt
them they shall lay hands on the
sick and they shall reubierrecover were
the believers here referred to con-
fined to certcentcertainailtalti individuals no
this gospel message was to be
preached to every creature in all
the world and the promise was to
every body that believed and obey-
ed someborne argue that when the
gospel was first introduced it was
necessary that these signs should
follow the believers in order that
all the world might be convinced
of its divinity but that when the
gospel had beenheen fully established
by signs and wonders they were
no longer needed this is believed
in and accepted as truth by the
great majority adfpf the christianChrist larllail
world this being the case I1 have
often there were not
more infidels in the world than we
have a knowledge of because a
man inclined to infidelity might
say if you do not believe in one
martof the gospel what useue ia13 there
in my believing anyuny of it if you
can bauebake upon yourselves the right
to do away with a part of the gos-
pel why may not I1 do away with
theohe whole of it the signs whichchich
the saviour promised should follow
believers are just as much a part of
the gospel as salvation itself is

but how shall we try the
spispirusspiritrusrub I1 do not know of a better
andaud surer way than to follow the
word of god in ancient times
hands were laid on the head of ththee
baptized believer and the holy
ghost was given and it produced
certain tthatnathat when
the hands weraa taken from ththe0
headsbeads of the individuals thus bless-
ed often times they would speak
withwilh other tongues and prophesyya
foretelling future events etc and
the effects of the holy ghost were
so miraculous and manifest that a
certain sorcerer named simon
magnus doubtless thinking it
would be a great acquisition to his
catalogue of wonders offered the
apostles money if they would em-
power himbim to perform the same
buttbut peter said unto him thy
money perish with thee repent of
this thy wlwickednessekedched nessnesb etc 6 wontor I1
perceive that thou art in the gall of
bitterness and in the bond of in-
iquity there was a power at-
tending the demonstration of those
men of god in ancient days ththatA

left no doubt iuin the minds of thosehoset
who experienced it they 11knewanew
that iH was a power not from
man

after the lord had commissioned
the elders of this church some
forty four years ago to preach this
gospel to all nations behe promised
thattochattothat to those who would believe
and obey their words should be
given power to do manyluany wonderful
works they should open the eyes
of the blind and unstop the earseara of
the deaf and the tongue of the
dumb should bobe made to speak and
the lame man should be made to
walk etc hasiras this promise been
fulfilled latter day Saisalsaintsritsritt cesiyes
you know it hasba been literally ful-
filled you yourselves when living
in a scattered condition in places
where the gospel found you have
laid your hands upon the heads of
souryour little children and others who
were sick and in the name of the
lord jesus and by virtue of the
holy priesthood you have rebuked
the sickness and you have seen
thetho sick restored to health you
have also witnessed the deaf restor-
ed to their hearing and the blind
receive their sightbight by thesebeset andlind
other manifestations of the
power of god you knew that we
were the servants of god and that
our message was divine the
world say that joseph smith was
an impostor I1 would ask can
there be anyank more means
of detecting an impostor of deter-
mining the truth or falsity of his
profession than for him to make to
public promises of this kind if he
were an impostor the signs spoken
of would not foifolfellowlow believers and
the power to perform aliese wonder-
ful works would not ba given to
those who obeyed his words do
you not know strangers that an
impostor would carefully avoid
giving such unmistakable proofs of
his impositions yes lieho would be
as cautious aaas the methodists aniand
the rest of the so called christian
denominations forfar they do not
even profess a belibellbeliefbellefefinetinin them much
lesslesa to declare themselves to be in
possession of them but the fact
that these signs do follow believers
that this power does exist is testi-
mony sufficient and atb is a
mony to all the world that this
gospel message which we preach is
divine and natthathat god is able to do

tojaiojalodayhodaytodayto day thetho same aaas he didaid ancien-
tlyyI1 and you latter day saints areate
bitneswitnesseses concerning these things

having examined the message that
these missionaries proclaim let me speak
a little upon another subject itif
travel overoter the broad face of the christian
world andandackask the several christian sects
if they have inspired apostles lain their
church who receive revelation as they of
old did thetile answer will be positively
no why do you not havebave them are they
not part of the gospel hear what the
lord has said upon through
the apostle paul god hathbath set some inn
thetho church first apostles secondarily
prophetsprobe thirdly teachteachercnecre after that
miracles then gifts of healings
helps governments diversities of
tongues and these aroarc membersrs of
I1thelielle body called illeilie churchchtfrehfreb yet you
youyon have not the first member necessary
to constitute the body god habhas certain
ly ept in his church apostles where ureare
they and where are their
when there happens tobe somecome difficulty
on points of doctrine among youyoul da you
sogo to the you profesapro febefesE tobaieto have
requesting them to inquire of the lordnord
concerning the mattermatters oh no you gayeay
the canon of scripture Is and thorethere Is
to bee no more revelation no wonder
then you have not the first officer of
the church he would be to jouyou a super-
fluous member if thorethere Is to beno mordmore
revelation butbat howbow dd youyott know this
has the lord eterever eaideald that the time
would come when he wouldwould have no more
inspired apostles in his church saysskye
one my minister saysbays so 1I would advise
you to go to your minister and askaek him
where behe obtains his evidence to proveprose
that the canon of scripture Is fullfall youyon
will nindfind that he rillfrill appear dumb be
cause no man can put bishis linger upon a
singlee passageaf sage of scripture proving buchsuch
an assertion perhaps somebome have tried 0too
believe it by quoting certain Yersesverses from
the last chapter otof thothe revelation of the
lord to st john when on the isle ot patrat
montmosmob I1 have had them quote ftit to me
you WwillII11 recollect that john while on the
isle of patmos ninety six years after the
birth of christ received wonderful reve-
lationslatlonsions the lord commanding himbila to
write them liehe wrote them on parch-
ment and upon the closing uptip of the
scroll the lord says if any man shall
add unto these things god bhaishallbhail add unto
him thetho plagues thatthit areard written in this
book this Is often quoted perhaps
without knowing or considering that
john after his release from patmos as
history informs us wrote the gospel of
st john supposing that john was
questioned on this point howbow do
minkthink be would have explained himself
he would have said thatchatthat that caution had
reference totb the book written on patmos
haIII would have said furtherfarther that the cau-
tion was against manss Addaddinglaff butbat that
god has the fightright totd klyegive to his people
inelne upon I1linelneine preceptt uuponpon piprecept hereherb
a little and there a little book after book
yea even ten thousand orI1

more as liehe may deem proper and he
neternever k cursecuree against himself
but that man has not the right to add a
gln 1 wordwora theahe same may be
found in the book of deuteronomy which
of course bahas a direct ivarineraring to the nycfive
books of mosescesses without any reference
whatever to the succeeding books of the
bible Mmayay same objection bejbajbe justast
as consistently raised against all the booksbouks
of the old and new Tetestamentstamen which fol-
low thelastthe last book written by moses con-
taining the same cautioncauti og nsgs against the
new rerevelationveltelatI1on of totodayddayya surely yefhe
peoplecople who lived lain and after the days of
mosesoses might jnet as consistently hatehave ob-
jectedacted tsto receiving any further revelations
fromrom the lord because of the caution
referred to appearing in the book of deu-
teronomyteronomy asBE the people of ttodayto0dafday hatshayd
for objecting to receive wiyaiIT netnemnew revela-
tion because the sainebaine caution appears idfit
the last chapter of the revelation on pat-
mos both have reference to particular
books only and it Is absurd and folly in
the extreme for men claiming to have any
knowledge of god and the great plan of
salTaUsalvationQU to interpret it otherwise and
it can be for no other reason than totatittempt to cover up the state bf apostacylacy
which the whole world Is in that causescause
the ministers of thatho various sects to quote
this passage as they do

there Is1 another passage of scripture
which I1 will refer to in connection with
this it reads as follows whenilonlion christ
ascended up onal h he led captivity captive
and gave gifts to men and he gategave bomesome
adoanoapostlessties and some prophets and some
eevangelists and some pastors and teach-
ers for the perfecting of the saints fonfor
the work of the ministry for the edifying
otof the body of christ etc it is acknowl-
edged that you have not apostles ftspart
of your gospel let us inquire further
have you got prophets nonebyouyou assert
that there are to be no more prophets
have you workers of miracles or healers
of the sick no have you discerners of0
spirits or speakers with tonguesesl or do
angels minister to you no you assert
that these are all donedonnawayaway do yoayou not
know that all these constitute the body of
the church of the living god and that allnii
these are necessary to form the whole so
that one partparloror member cannot saybaytoto
another 1I hatehave no need okyoof youu 11 what
thethen have you got you reptyreplyy we laveblaye
teachers and pastors then you consider
that you have the body of christ among
you you reply 100 yes wo areure the
church of christ who authorized you
to do away with these essential pittpartaa of
thathe pody or churchonChurch of christ liaTe youyon
not been instructed of thetha lord through
the monthmouth of his apostles that if all were
cne member where were the body if
pastors and teachers are the only mem-
bers you have how Is that the
body canpan exist among you the apostletpostleostie
in thus comcomparing thetha hum an body com-
plete with all its members to the body or
church of christ aldaidsaid therodthe headhedd cannot
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rraybaytoth theionthe foot I1 hatehave no need of youyon
etceteetlete by what prinpriaprinciplecipocipe of right there-
forecancancaa the begslegs or feet which may be
saideaid to represent pastors and teachers
sayfay to the head which represents thetho
apostles 1I have no need of youyon you
saycay you have only of the mem-
bers of the body and that you have re-
ceived no furtherfarther revelation from god the
canon of scripture being full authorizing
youyon to do away with the other members
where then is the church organization as
established by the saviour no where
among the sects upon the whole earth
neither has it been for many
past you say we areere uncharitable we
are only comparing your church organiza-
tion with that of the bible we are told
to estrytry the spirits and I1 knowknowltof no
hetbet than to do so by the word of
god remember that hehewkowho dwells in the
heavens will judge you by his words in the
great day of judgment you pastors and
teachers you who profess to be authoriz-
ed of god how will youyea feel in that great
day when youyen shall appear before him to
bobe judged out of the books when youyon
hear limhim declare that hebe placed in his
churchhurch first apostles then prophets etc
and when hebe shall ask you the reasonreagon
why you did away with them liowtiow will
you feel what will youtou say your only
an ewenewer cancaniecanicicbe oatthat weewewel did away with
themtheal because they were unpopular and
because we had not faithfalth sufficient to
obtain revelations ourselves and in order
to hide our apostacy we saideald they were
no longer needed lueIteremembermember all ye
the testimony of the saviour my words
shall judge you iuin the lastlist day

the lordlora has restored his everlastingeverieverlastin9gospel with allali its giftsgift sandand blessings anand
i in all its fullness and has called men
and commanded them to publish it among
the inhabitants of all the eartheaith judge
ye anether it be the gospel or whether it
be a man made system if it be false
provoprove it to be so brinzbrine forth your strong
rearesreasons otherwise lay yyourour hands upon
yayourusonmouthsn0buths and let your tongues be
dumb there may be imperfections in
somibomesome of the people who represent this
gospel for the wheat and tares are to
grow together until the second coming of

I1 our lord when he will separate them
but there are no imperfections in the gos
pel it is perfect so far as god has seenbeen
proper to reveal himself to thebe human
family will an imperfect system savo
the people in any part of the world no
if the gospel we preach Is not true there
is certainly among you none true and
we therefore are only one among the
others for we know they are not true
because the written word testifies against
them but we present to you a system
which is perfect and which we know to
be true because the promised signs follow
the believers

this gospel must be preached to all peo-
ples everywhere fulfilling the prophecy
of john the revBevrevelatorelator contained in the
uthnth chapter of revelations judge yeto
whether that day has come or not we
declaradeclare that thetbeangelanclanel referred to there
has flown and we bring forth the eTIetlevidencedence
of witnesses who saw and conversed with
him and we are otof god
to carry the gospel to all nations under
heavenbeaven benningbearing testimony thatthai it is the
eleventh hour the last time that god will
ever send laborers into he vineyard we
testify that when this gospel is preached
falthafaithfullyullyally to all the world then willwili the
eadcad ofot world comecoise menthen shall
the on of nianman comocome bittingsitting upon a
white cloud as predicted iuin the bamesame
chapter then woewoo to the nations that
reject this warning message for they shall
be visited with consuming fire and all
that shall be found doing wickedly shall
be burned up this Is the dispensation
of the falness of times that should come
in thetha itlast days eathercathercatheringinglag out the lords
elect from the four winds of heatenheaven a
dispensation of the lords judgementsjudgements
spokens of in connection with the flying of
the angel in the midst of heaven and
these judgments are nigh cveneven ataft thetle door
amen
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there is perhaps no dutyluty more
binding upon the people of utah
than that of building up the pro-

ducing and manufacturing inter-
ests of their ownowa country but
where tho people neglect to foster
and encourage manufactures and
thetho producing capacity of their
own territory and depend almost
altogether upon imports for their
supplies of the nurrienumerousrous commo
allies nowDOW so essential ito10 theiche com-
fort and well being ofor civilized soci-
ety they blindly paptap ifieiho very
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foundation of their own happinessSs
and prosperity prfor that people
who produce and manumanufacturefacture their
own auldaulad eileelwithiniiI thin
themselves the elementseements of inde-
pendencependence but if theythey eaucan produce
a surplus and cnc n beilheil to other com-
munitiesmuni ties they then are more inde-
pendent they are onou thetile way to
political eminenceeminence I1 they depend
almost entirely upon importations
for their supplies ibeythey then place
themselves in a position to become
poorpoof and dependent midand uliethe people
of utah are strangely blinded to
their own interests in this particu-
lar for why does utah annually
import one million dollars worth of
boots shoes and leather why does
she import over two million dollars
worth of woolen rood sand clothing
each chy desdoes
hundred thousand dollars worth ofot
furniture each twelve months


