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not more than four feet square and was
just large enough to contain the

who twisted at the coil which
lay in rings within the poles on the
ground beneath here and all along
the banks of the riat r there were hun-
dreds of bamboo huts many of them no
bigger than the top of a canvas covered
wagon and of exactly the same shape
theserhese were the homes of some of the
poorest of the million of bankow and
of many beggers I1 stopped and photo-
graphed some of these as we went by
much to the consternation of their
owners who ran from the camera and
called me a foreign devil at the top of
their voices

one attempted to grab my camera
but I1 gave him a shove backward and
jumped into the boat similar cries
greeted us as we landed at the wharf
where a score of chinese coolies were
unloading the great ingotsingols of steel
which have been brought here from
Feuropedrope to make the first rails and to
use until the chinese shall be able to
turn out their own steel from their own
iron other coolies were unloading
thousands of bushels of coke also from
Fueuroperope and tois carrying of steel ingotsingols
coke and machinery has been going on
for months one of the ships on which
I1 sailed on my way up the river had
about tons of these ingotsingols and its
holdbold was packed with big boxes of
heavy machinery it carried 2000
bushels of coke and the captain told me
hebe seldom made a trip without a
lot of material for the bankow rolling
mills money in fact has been flowing
out here almost as fast as the current of
the yingtse river and the viceroy has
spent somewhere between five and ten
million dollars already the evidences
are apparent that he wi I1 have to spend
a number of millions more before he
gets through and at the present rate otof
extravagant mistakes he is likely to
bankrupt himself and his state govern-
ment before he builds his road in the
first place it costs him a fortune to
make the foundations of his work he
has I1 judge seventy five acres the
greater part of which is covered with
buildings there was a hill close by
where he might have located the estab-
lishmentlishment he chose however the low
bed of the river which is overflowed
every spring and went to work to make
it safe from the waters laying out his
foundations he filled in this vast area to
a height of fourteen feet the dirt being
carried by coolies at io10 cents a day in
little shovel like baskets hung to the
two ends of a pole which they rested
over their shoulders it must have taken
a army to do it but it is done and there
is now a railroad running upon it a dis-
tance of perhaps a quarter of a mile
from the rolling mills to the water
upon this there were about steel
cars and a steam engine or twowo of
european make at the time I1 entered
the yard the cars were loaded with
machinery and were being hauled to
the rolling mills in the rear

I1 followed one of the trains we first
came to eight large boilers near which
were what looked like vast hay stacks
but which were sheds of mats in which
he coke was stored beyond these
there were two massive furnaces for the
smeltingsmellingsmelting of the ore each was a hun-
dred feet high and I1 climbed to the top
of one of them by the spiral steps on
the outside below me I1 could see the

root of the vast machine shops which
are now being filled with expensive
works these shops cover at least
twenty five acres and there are here
that many acres under one iron roof
A railroad runs by their side and a
smoke stack feet high rises in the
air behind them beyond them in the
distance you see the buildings of the
viceroysvice roys arsenal where he is making
modern rifles and other guns and near
this is a brick works where bricks are
being made with the latest of improved
european machinery I1 entered the
machine shops the din of an immense
boiler factory greated my ears and I1
found myself in the midst of hundreds
of chinese machinists who were work-
ing in putting up all sorts of rolling
mills and machinery A large part ofof
the works is already up but it takes
time to build a shop of this magnitude
anywhere and in china things go very
slowlylowly the viceroy has been spending
so0 much that he has reached the end otof
his silepile and he is now waiting to get
an aadvancevance from peking the govern-
ment however is getting ready for the
celebration of the sixtieth anniversary
of the birthday of the empress dowager
and upon this will be spent enough to
build a road from peking to canton
and the people will be taxed in conse-
quence it isis not so easy however to
overtax the as it is in other
so called savage countries and the gov-
ernment is trying to economize inin every
way there is a railroad being built in
the northern part of the empire and the
regular appropriation set aside for this
has been a year I1 see by

translation of the peking gazette
that it has been decided by the board of
revenue of the emperor to omit the
appropriation this year in order to use
the money to whoop it up for the old
dowager it will put the road back ten
months butbut this makes no difference to
the chinese

this northernnorthern railway is the only
working road in china I1 expect to go
to and travel over it I1 under-
stand that it has been pushed rapidly
within the past year or so toward the
manchurian frontier and that it was of
service to the government in the recent
rebellion there it is for the purposes
of defense that the chinese will build
railroads the best thing that could
happen to the country would be a first
class war with the foreign powers this
would lead to the pushing out of enter-
prise in every direction roads would
be built and their botton hole eyelids
would be stretched tarfar enough apart for
them to see that china is by no means
the center of the earth at the suppose
this northern road was first built to
take coal from the mines to the taku
forts and the naval ships when I1 was
in china five years ago it was only
about eighty miles long it has I1 am
told now about reached the great wall
and will soon penetrate mongolia there
are now two factions here inin favor of
railways one wants them as a means
of defense and the other wants them
for commercial purposes neither how-
ever would advise the bringing of
foreign capital to build them and their
motto is china for the chinese

we went back to the city after visit-
ing the arsenal which was much the
same as the one I1 saw at Kiagnan
though not so large by the river manhan

I1 and as we did so I1 got a picture of one

of the railroad cars of the china of the
past it was a buffalo cart with wheels
as large as the front wheels of a farm
wagon made of a single block of wood
and fastened to the axle with a wooden
pin the shafts were tied to the axle
and there was not enough iron about
the whole to have made a hair pin

the chief freight car here is a wheel-
barrow made entirely different fromarom
those I1 have seen in other parts of the
empire it is longer and it has handles
at the front as well as in the rear two
men usually work it when the loads are
heavy and I1 have seen a ton carried on
one of these barrows they are made
with a scree chin bamboo attachment
and there is no iron about them except
the tires the pieces are pinned to-
gether with wood and tied with rawhide
strings each barrow costs about SS5
and it will last it is said for a lifetime
in some parts of china there are wheel-
barrows which have sails fastened above
them in order that the wind may helihel
the men who push them along the roalroad
these wheelbarrows the chinese cart
and the boat form now the passenger
cars of these millions of people hun
deeds of thousands of tons of goods aream
carried over the country on the shoul-
ders and backs of men every day and
the traffic of the far north is largely
freighted by little fuzzy donkeys and
big wooly camels
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having filled the time allotted to
my laborslabon here and before leaving for
another portion of the lordlordsa vineyard
I1 thought it might be acceptable to
your valuable journal to receive a few
items regarding the work in the old
winter quarters of the latter day
israel exodus the iowa conferencei

was organized may ath 1887 by wm
M palmer president of the northern
states Migmissionpion it then comprised only
the states of iowa and nebraska with
a membership of 6151 in Jjuly of the
same year kansas was added and in
the summer of 1889 the states of wis-
consin minnesota and north and
south dakota were included within itsit
geographical limits

during thothe seven years of its exist-
ence the number of the elders laboring
in the iowa conference has varied
from eight to fifteen sixty one mem-
bers have emigrated to zion at theth
close of last year there were mem
bers and soulsSOUIS counting children
blessed elder wmwin J butterworth
Isig now president of the conference and
twelve other elders labor under hishia
direction

the branch at council bluffs com-
prising 14 members is presided over by
elder robertroberi huntington soneon of the
late lamented elder robertbobert hunting
toofont whose many sotsacts of itinkindnessduess and
unbounded generosity are held in
grateful remeremembrance by hundredshundred of
latter day saintesaino the honored
widow of this worthy man still fur-
nishesbishes the branch here with the sama
comfortable hall at broadway
third floor well furnished with chairs
obanchandeliersdellers and well filled lamps two
deacons robert halladay and brother
jones keep the house in nestneat orderly


