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to & high piteh for an hour, a day, & | because He will get a people that|still continue to manifest itself(a somewhat destitute condi

DISCOURSEKE week,ginpaoma prutrautl;d meet- | will do it. Ido not mesn to say, against us until the king-|tion a8 regards this world’%
DELIVERED BY ing or under some pecullar|that He will pass on and leave this|dom of God shall triumph in the goods; but as soon a8 they have be.
influnece, but day by day,| people} no, there will come up from | earth, and God, the Rigteous Judge, | come rich, where are they? Aj]

ELDER DAMIEL H. WELLS

In the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake
City, Friday Morning,
(General Conjerence),
October 6ih, 1882,
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REPORTED BY G. F. GIBBS,

It is with a degree of pleasure that
I stand before you to-day to bear my
sestimony in regard to the truths
that we have heard, the truths of
the everlasting Gospel; for Iknow
that “Mormonism” is just as true
to-day as it ever was, and that God
has not forsaken His people. We
live, it is true, in an eventful age
when the words of the Prophets are
being fulfilled; when the God of
Israel is going to establieh aod build
up His kingdom on the earth, estab-
lish His government and his laws.

week by week, month by month,
year by year, a8 long as life shall
last, the Latter-day Saint does not
gee an hour nor a moment that he
can afford to lay off the armor of
righteousness, or lay aside his holy
religion. It is he that endures to
the end that is promised salvation.
The word ““endure” is there; and we
msy naturally expect to have to en-
dure some things. God will have a
tried people; and all will be put to
the test in one way or another.
Some things will try some people at
one time, and will not try them at
another time, SBome things wiil try
some people, and they will have no
such effect on others, God leads His
people through a t variety of
changes, that all might be tried; and
you may depend upon it that all
who come to this point in their trav-
elsin the journey of life, will be
tested te the heart’s core. I have

I know that this work will be accom-
pli-hed through the instrumentality
of His childrep; that thoze who live
in this day and age will have the
privilege of being the honored in-
struments in the hands of God of
bringing to pass His purposes, of
establishing his Ekingdom never
more to be thrown down, if we will
Jet the Lord work with ue, if we
will only work with Him, if we will
be obedient to His laws and work
under His direction. We have been
reserved from coming forth in the
epirit world until that day when
the everlasting Gospel should be es-
tablished, that we might have the
privilege of bearing & hand in this
t work, this glorious work of the

t days. It is not a haphazard
matter with the Lord; everything is
in perfect crder in regard to this
matter. He knew when Hereveal-
ed His Gospel to His servant Jogeph
that Joseph would receive it; and
He knew there were those spirits
upon the earth that would also re-

ceive it when it should be presented
to them, It was rejected in the
days of the Savior; they crucified
Him; they drove the Priesthood
from the earth. The hearts of the
childeen of men areof thesame na-
tare to-day, to a greater or less ex-

tent; but there are those that com
forth in this day that receive

heard some people gay, Oh, I wish I

had been in Zion’s Camp, and
through the tions of Missou-
ri; and I wish I had been with the

Saints in the days of Illinois, etc.; I
can promise every Latter;day Saint

the midst of this people that people

| which has been talked so0 much

about, for the kingdom will not be
taken from us and given to another
Ewpre; it 1s too late in the day, as it

as already commenced to grow,
and it is growing and will econtinue
to grow. This Kingdom of God has
been of rapid growth, although we
may think sometimes that it is
slow, that the purposes of the Al-
mlghty are being slowly developed,
but the time will come that this
Eeoplu will lock back, eay forty years

ence, and exclaim how wonder-

| fully, how rapidly has the kingdom

Bzgﬁmaed, and bow powerful has it
me in the earth! We can look
back to-day from the time that we
were located in Miscourl and If any
man had predicted the progress that
we have made since, he would have
been considered somewhat enthusi-
astic, o ray the least of it; and he
could not possibly have foretold by
his own natural foresight the pro-
grees and the perity that bave
attended the labois of the people,
and the strength and power that we
have attained unto in so short a

that is faithful, that he will have
sufficlent to try him before he gets
through, and the nearer that he lives
to his God, the more sore, perhaps,
the teat that will be made of him;
he may rest assured that he will be
tried, and tiled severely, it he re-
main faithful. There is and there
will be an opportunity for all people
to prove their integrity to their God,
and their integri
and to the principles of the Gospel
that we have espoused. Ifa

is going to fly the track the moment
that difficulty arises, which it is
neceseary to overcome, what be.
comes of his integrity, and where is
it? It proves to God and to angels
and to all good men that he has not
integrity, does it not? It is to stand
firm and steadfast through every
trial, to overcome every obstacle,
that brings the prize, allowing no-
thing to intervene between us and
the Lord, or between the Gospel that
we have es , Or between us
and the Holy Priesthood who, under
(God, guides the affnirs of His church
d kingdom upcn the earth; it is to
stand up in defence of the truth,

ty to their brethren, |

time. Therefore, we may take cour-
age and press onward, and continue
to sustain the holy principles tbhat
have been revea'ed in our day for
our reformation and salvation., For
these principles tend to reformation,
and they will produce the greatest
reformation that God hasundertaken
to bring to passamong the children or
men. When we consider the nature
of this work and its results among
men, it would be quite proper to
call it a reformation, It is reforma-
tion and it is restitution; it brings us

back to firet principles; it brings us
back to the purity of the most holy
faith; it is also reformation from the
status of the evil-doer and from the
evils that are prevalent in the earth.

The world have forsaken God;
they have not the least true con-
ception of the attributes of the Dei-
ty; they know no more about the
true and living God than those lam p-
posts do. They go blundering along
worshipping an imaginary God, a
something that they know nothing
at all about. Their teachers are
blind as to His true character, and
fhe people are blinded by their

and His people be recognized, and
their rights acknowledged. We
well understand the reason why this
people are a reproach to theworld:
they are #o hkigh above them in
morals and in the principles of
trath, and the world know that we
are their superiors in every respect
as far as the fundamental principles
of life and intelligence are concern-
ed. Thedevil knows it, and he puts
it into the hearts of the wicked and
those who are deccived by his cun-
ning, to hate us for that reason.
Their animosity is not enkindled

for they cannot put tneir finger

|as that which applied to the y

against us because of our iniquity, |ed of the Lord, that is no reasy

upon a single line of iniquity charg-
able to the Latter-day Saints, as &
people. Not but what there is
many & one who does wrong for
which he needs to repent and do
his firet works over agaip, or be sev-
ered from the church; but as for the
churech its enemies cannot lay their
finger upon the first iniquitous
thing brought aga'nst it that can be
brought against it as true. The
fact is we are a reproach to them,
and they feel it; their anger is en-
kindled against us on that account,
and hence they reck to destroy the
holy | Priesthood from off the face of
the earth., Who is it that invents
the lies that are circulated about
this people? They are begotten by

and become the weapons of tbe
clergy of the present day, and it
cerlainly is, as it was sald it should
be, men will Lelleve a lie but reject
truth; and this class of persons par

ticularly is engaged in trying to de-
stroy the work of our Goo, and the
righteousness of our God, a8 mari-
fested through His people, and
through the authorily of the holy
Priesthood that is now among men.
Satan is anxious to trample it under
foot, as he has done before; but that
is something which cannot be done,
it is too late in theday. It has fak-
en root downward, and it is bearing
fruit anpward. It is too strong to be
trampled ont. Though they may
bring fifty millions to bear on us,
what does it signify? If they bring
the whole worlJd, what difference? |
have no fears with regard to the
success of the work of God in thes:
the Jast days, for its success is al

along the line of eur history, as g
church, we have géeen them she
by the wey side, they have gong
outof the church; instance after
stance I could rec:te within my owp
knowledge, and you would know g
a great many more than I do.

is not necessarily so. The rem
to all sueh cases ia the pame t

man that came to Jesus, na
“‘zell all that thou hast and give
the poor,and come and follow me;ang
thou shalt find treasures in heaven?
That is the test, Ifa man is prospe

why he should let his riches get bg
tween him and his God; it he doey
he will make shipwreck of his faith
The Lord doez not care how weal
a man becomes, o Jongas he h
his wealth for the bullding up ¢
His kingdom, and for the carryiny
out of His purposes upon the earth
But when he becomes covetous, ani
allow his mesns to get between hig
and his God, his riches become j
canker to his soul; he forsakes hj
(God, and soon forgets the reasm
why they were given to him. In
stead of using his means for tly
purpose intended by the Lord in be
stowing them upon him, he aggran
dizes to himself, and the spi it ¢
greed and covetousness takes hold o
him, and he is then ready to s
off his religion for filthy fucre,
becomes ¢)rveous, and covelous
ne-sit is idolatry; he serves hi
selfish purposes  instead o
serving the Lord. It &
a great pily for a man in thh
Church to get rich, if he canndg
hold everything upon the altar,t
be used, if necessary,for God and his
kingfom. This is the duty of every
irae Latter day BSaint. The Lon
will strip men of everything i need
be to prove His servants. Indeed
men have to strip themeselvesfo
this work in order to show thatal
things else a'e but dross compaed
with the excellency of Christ and
the principles of the holy Gospel
that he has revealcd to us, saying n
his heart, “For one I am determined
to know vothing else, except Jesus
and Him cracified;] am det« rmined
to eeek firet the kiﬂgdum- of God
and His righteousness.”” A:d then

Gospel when it it is presenied WF'/iy,q bear off the prineiples of the|teachers, and they seem to besatis- |ready established as far asother things coms in Fight«
them. Whether the people of th Gospel in this wicked and untowsa d | fled with their condition, They talk | we have gone, and there can be|In fact we are told that if wedo
when the Gospel was not v generation, It requires some test, |about their colleges,their theological [no doubt, in my mind, nei-[ssck first the kingdom of hea
the earth would have recelved ¥ K and the Lord will have that kind of | seminaries and their Institutions of | ther can there be in yours, that as|all other things shall be aided
am not prepared h “{E pecple that He can rely on. He| learning; they are simply machines, | the work of God is developed suc- | This was the promise of the Baviat
Suffice 15 o ' say' ‘Wwien could not bestow His kingdom in its| the body without the spirit; it is not | cess will attend our labors, even un~ | unto His servants; and in one sense

was pot revealed, they had not the

opportunity of mj'ecting it; and that, p?war and fnllnaa], in i{f migﬁt ﬂ{ﬁg
the economy of God, those who' ALY SAPRE & PO Y. WAON 18

would have received it when the op~ ﬂﬂfdk;“ﬁfﬁ ?ﬁ H:lfﬂ Eﬁiﬂ:ﬁﬂyim

portunity was not afforded them in} ¢,ncted to t;h:mwfur T dnHl;;

the flesh, will receive it when it | .once

shall be presented to them in the}] 1 have often been asked the e

spirit. \'tion, “When will the kingdom be
We bave been called, and all peo- giva’n into the hands of l:hulzngﬂI Saints

possible for them to furnish a line
of Scripture, they never have since
the apostles fell asleep, and they
never will down to the end of time.
It is not in them; it cannof come
out of them. Why they openly de-
nounce all belief in revelation from
God—the very life giving element
of all scripure, as nothing but that

tii the Bavier shall come in power
and glory to rule from the rivers to
the ends of the earth. I know this,
and =0 do you, and 80 does all Israel.
The Lord knows it, and the devil
lknuwa it; and that’s what’s the
matter with the clergy. This great
and marvelous work of the latter-

it comes with greater assurarce fo
the Latier-day Saints than to those
of former days, vecause this is a dif
ferent dispensation, it if the disp n-
sation of the fulness of times,
When this promise was made it wa
neverthlees well known to Him who
made it, that the kingdom would be
destroyed out of the earth. Bul

i
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days will be prolonged or hastened

ple are called to this work. It I8}4¢ the most high God:” and I have|can uce scripture. The Bible|according to the faith and good [now it s rot to be trodden out
sald that many are called and few|always answered it in this way: | itself was made up by revelations to| works of the people engaged in it. | They will not be permitted to cru
chosen. Bat all have been |just 5o moon as the Lord finds that | the servants of God from time to

I[f we pray, therefore, the Lord to
hasten His work; to hasten the
time when Zion shall be built up

ci’y the Bavior of the world when
He comes again, because th.n He
wer and yreat glory

are
called, and 1t is their blessed pxivi-

Soan £ bears inid 10 Dol Dol Gl s b s e st s

time. Men spoke as they were
will uphold and sustain that king-

this kingdom, if they chose to do &o;
and if they will be faithful to the
call that is made upon
time will come when they

kingdo

ence and spirit of the living God.
Because it is the privilege of all to
hear testimony. Now, & man’s
judgment will ofttimes be convine-
ed by the weight of testimony,

whether he be willing to admit it or

not; whether he |8 willing to ac-
knowledge the Lord publicly, mak.
ing a public profession of his belief,
or not. There are many, I do believe,
whose judgment has been convinced
by the weight of testimony, who
have not been wllling to admit the
trath of and make & public profes-
sion faith in the holy Gospel.
When a n embraces the ever-
lastiog Gospel—which, by the way,
secms to be very unpopular now,ss in

them, the
will be
chosen instruments to bear off His
m and in maiotaining the
principles of truth and righteouness
as revealed tous through the influ~

dom, who shall be found eapable of
maintaining its interests and of ex-
tending its
Jebple, & Poopls (L VT seate Ak
people, & people tha stan m
andp faithful to Him, & people that
will not turn it over into the lap of
the devil, then, and not until then,
will he gfva “‘thekingdom into the
hands of the Baints of the most
‘high, in its power and inflaence
when it shall fill the whole earth.
The promise is, that the kingdoms
of this world shall become the king-
doms of our God and His Christ;
and itshall be given to the Baints
of the most high, and it ahall stand
fecrever. That is when we may ex-
pect it, and we could not reasonably
‘expect it any sooner. Therefore, it
depends, in a great measure, upon
the people themselves, as to how
soon the kingdom spoken of by
Danijel shall be given into the hands
of the Baints of God. When we
shall prove ourselves faithfal in

fluence upon theearth, ‘

moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
it was written for the benefit of
posterity, and became the word of
the Tord to us. Ever since the
Apostles fell asleep, there has been
no further light; the heavens have
been closed, and no cemmunication
has been made to the ““gentlemen of
the cloth,” nor to anybody else of
this generation until the Lord re-
vealed Himself and spoke to Joseph
Smith, And why did He speak to
him? One reason was becanse
he prayed te the Lord in faith, be-
lieving that He would hear him,
The religions of histime he saw
weremany, they differed, and each
claimed to be the right way of the
Lord. He did not know which to
join, and yet he wanted to espouse
some one among the many that
then existed. And he was in this
state of mind when reading the
writings of the Apostle James, who
Bazn: “If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, that giveth to all
and upbraideth not;

and redeemed; when the grest ana
glorious Temple shall be erected to
the name of the Most High God,
and when His glory shall rest upon
it in the forin of a cloud by day and
& pillar of fire by night, let our
righteousness conform with our holy
desires; let us so livess tocall dewn
the blessings of heaven uvpon us.
For it we ate falthfal in all things,
and are united, blessings cannot be
withheld from us; the Lord is bound,
according to the covenant, to hear
the prayers of His faithful children.
We have an example in the B ok of
Mormon of a man exercising such
exceeding faith that his vision could

H

behind the wvail, when he saw the
person of the l.ord and was there
redeemed from the fall. The Lord
is perfectly willing to bestow bless-
jngs upon His people, and to estab-
lish His work upon the earth, just
as willing as His people can be to
have him, and whenever the time

not be withheld from penetrating |

|

will come in ‘&o

and not as He did before; and the
kingdoms of thie world will be
given int> the hands of the Sainis
of the Most High God, and they
will then become the wealthi:-st

all people, in fact, the o
really wealthy  people (th
E,ill be; but then it will

dom for God, because they and
they have are upon the altar ready
to be used to bring about the purpoe-
s€s of the Lord and not because Lh
seek to gratify their own selfish
sires, and to briug about their own
purpoges, and to build themcselves
up in this world. Auad there is more
trune speculation that promises s
rich reward in that than in any-
thing else than I can think of after
all. We cannot afford to swap off
our elernal wellare for the things of
this worid—*'things that perish with
the handling,’’2s some one has said.
This would be poor speculation, in-

because they hold the ki?

decd.

other ages; whether it will continus men ubm“ﬁ

to be 20 I do not know—it requires
a good deal of moral courage to sae-
rifice his na;mlciamnl in H{ia, his
rty, social # pg and good
ﬁpﬁ, and everything that pertains
to this life that is considered worth
having. Sf{ill there are those spirits
in the flesh that have the courage
to do it; those that have the hones.
ty of heart to receive this testimony
and to stand up and bear it in the
face of every opposing obstacle and
every opposing foe. It is a life’s
labor for the {ter-day Baint {o
live his religion, to perform his duty,
to fill up the measure of his creation

every emergency that may arise,
and capable to contend and grapple
wilh every difficulty that thmrenﬂ
our peace and welfare, and to over-
come every obstacie t.ﬁnt may tend
to impede the progress of the Church
and Kingdom of God upon the
earth, then our heavenly Father
will have confidence in us, and then

Fﬂ will be able to trust us. And it
3

and it shall be glven him.” He ap. | comes that He finds that He has a| One of the purposes for which we
ached the Lord with an honest | people upcn whom He can bestow | were placed upon this earth was,
eart, and the Lord heard his pray- | these blessings, they will come. We | that we might pass the ordeals and
er, e Himeself, together with His [ need have no fears with regsrd to | prove to God our faithfulness to the
Son, appeared to him, and among | that; and, in fact, they do came now | principles of life and salvation. To
other that he was told on | a8 fast as we can ‘receive them and | pass the ordeals? Yes. All through
that oceasion was to not join any of | hold them in righteousness, and I |life, from the eradle to the grave,
the sectarian churches, that none | think sometimes, they come toofast | we have trials and difficulties to
of them were right, that they were | for a great many. When I have |encounter. We suffer affliction that
the systems of men and not the|Seen men who have risen to power |is permitted to come upon us,which
system of (God. And Joseph had |and influence through wealth in|is incident to this life—the loss of
the temerity to tell it; and of course | this Church, it seemed as though ents, the loss of children, the
that was enough to bring upon him | the Lord could not make men rich | loss of husband nnd the loss of wife;
the enmity of professing istian. | but what they would grow fat and | besides the pain and afflicticn of the
ity, and especially of the “gentlemen | kick the traces, and go to the devil. | body. and the many ills that flesh
| of thuln cloth,” whose hcutt was at | Look Tlil the history of ;uuh ll:lmn }:.i tlfhl ctloi; at;]d lml] this to test our |
once in danger; and their animosity | from the g; 8anG s€8 Dow and integrity to our God. Bome
with honor to his God and“oredlt to|the upbullding of His kingdom | to this peo has continued tronlg they have scted, They have per-|have endured mnirullj fail that the
g}lwm Our religion iﬂ?utﬂmﬁ_tﬁu upon  the  earth; He  will| that day to this incressing with mlth
eathusiadia Yo Work (he wilnd up | paill on &nd got somsebody else;! growth: mud we expect that it will! elally

the Lord’s will that should
be se. And if we, as g

ple, do not hold ourselves |

hun-tha altar ready to be used
with our means and all that God

has bestowed upon us, accordin
to the Master’s ;bi::lding, fl}%

yun falr for a whiley espe.|devil end wicked men have been
in "able to bring Wpon them,even t the

whilst they were




