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and House of Representatives who
ad voeated the former anti-polygamy
act. All the objections to Lhose
measures oun the ground of their
vivlation either in letter or spirit of
the fundamental freedom of religious
opiniou and worship invariably met
with the emphatic declaration that
they did not interfere with liberty
of copscience, that the actions of
men and not their opinions or re-
ligious creeds were the proper sub-
jects of legal animadversion. But
the spirit of persecution, like jeal-
ousy, grows by what it feeds on, and
ab leugth has assumed such mon-
atraus proportions that would have
appalled its prajectors at the begin-
ning so that aceordiug to the bard
of Newstead ‘Honest and devout
Christizns have burnot each other,.
quite persuaded the apostle would
have done as they did.> **

Mr. Caine quoted largely from the
supreme court decisions statements
made by Senators nnd Rejpresenta-
tives iu Cungress und from official
reports of the Utah Commission to
show that fthe legislation of Congress
wag not enaeted agaiust the religion
of the Morpon pebple tut solely for
the suppressien of polygamy, and
argued that there was no necessity
for such a palpable departure from
former methods,

““There is no rebellion in Utah,”
Mr. Caine said, “no insurrection;
the people are orderly, peaceable; in-
dustrous and honest. It has been
shown by official reportathat during
the last two years or mote polyga-
mous marriages iave been as rare in
Utah as higamous tnarriages in any
other state, but it would seem the
nearer the people approach to com-
Pllauce with the requirements of the
aw, the niore they are to be har-
ragssed, distressed and persecuted.
s tuis just? Tsit compatible with the
charucter of o great and magnan-
imous nation to trampleon the wenk?
We might reasonably expect from
someof the agitators aud ad venturers
of the far west wlio have rhinocer-
ous hides aud India rubber consci-
-ences who think that the Mormons
have no rights otherg are bound to
respect, should a t upon the prin-
ciple of the doggrel poet:

The Mormon people are quite appalling,
Knolt':ll;umm-down aud kick them for fall-
But it is to be hoped that en-
lightened statesmen will le gov-
erned by higher, more generous and
magnanimous  views. Consider
what kind of a republican form of
guverument you will have in Otah
with three-fourths of the men,
womel aud children disfranchised.
The autocracy of Russia, the despot-
ism of Kuropean states would Je-
serve the uame of a republivan as
well as such government.’’

Referring tu the eufranehisement
of the slaves of the Bouth, Mr.
Caine said: “‘it is a sad commen-
tary upon ithe spirit of our times to
note the fuct that om Weduesday
last, while the colored people of
thie district were celebrating their
emancipation from slavery, this
coinmittee was gravely eonsidering
a messure which would condemn fo
peolitical slavery without a hearing,
without conviction, a guarter of a
million white Ameriean citigens,
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most of whum are not even ac-
cused of any ¢i1ime. This kiud of
‘suasion has been tried upon people
by the Britidh govermment for cen-
turies, and we all l:now the resuit,
and it will fuil wherever it may be
attempted.”

Mr. Caine referred to the legisla-
tive commission schenle of years
azo and quoted Senator Edmunds*
views upon it as published in the
New York Independent and claimed
that they wers equally applicable to
the biil now betore the committee.
He quoled from the debates in the
Senate duriug the pussage of the
Edmuuds- Tucker bill and cited
denator Hdmunds as saying “that
upou a uuiversally recognized prin-
ciple we would not undertake to in-
terfere with auybody’s faith, doec-
trine apd worship,’* and added:
“Now, will any person presume to
#ay to me that I amn uot interfered
with when I ani disfranchised be-
cauge [ am a member of a certain
order, organization or association?
[ think oot. I am uot a lawyer, bug
[ bold such interference to bea
violation of the Constitulion because
prohibiting the free exercise of re-
ligion. A man who is disfrauchised
is not free in the exercise of “ny-
thing.??

The speaker then referred to the
efforts made by the non-polygamous
Mormous to place themseives in
harmony with the rest of the nation.
He showed that the constitutiouai
convention of Utah bad placed an
auti-polyamy clause in the consti-
tution which the people ratified.
The marriage law passed by the leg-
islature aud the resolution of the
same body favorin: ¢‘the enforce-
ment of the anti polygamy laws as
other laws are euforcea, and that
all such offenses be prohibited.*” He
queted statistics which showed that
only six comvictions for polygamy
or bigamy had oecurred iu the
whole territory of Utab during the
year 1889, which included non-Mor
mon bigamists as well as polyga-
mists. and this, too, notwithstand-
tug the fact that the juries are
especially charged to use great
diligence in making ioquiry into
the offenses of polygamy
and unlawful cohabitation. Thus
United Slates marshals and their
deputies resort to all meansg, legal
and illegal, t¢ hont up Mormons
suspec ed of polygamous offenses.
Many arrvsts of innueent people are
maie, and though the marshals fail
to secure convictions they never lail
to secure the feea. Of course deputy
marshals must live, and Mornions
have no rights and they huave few
friends, so they become an easy prey
to the fee flends.

“Gentlemen,’’ the speaker said,
fear from this proposition the vail of
pretense. [t is not to punish polyg-
amists for every such offense, suffer-
ing all the pains. penalties and dis-

_abilities intended to be inflicted by

this measure. Theouly persons af-
fected by it are those who have
obeyed every law of their country,
who have subscribed to every re-
quired test, who have given and are
daily giving evidences of their love
for this government.,, The title of
this bill ahould be changed to read,
‘A bill to punish loyalty,’ for it

seeks to condemn to perpetual serf-
dom a elass of citizens who
bave transgressed no'law aud w hose
politival fault, if any, has been truat-
fulness in the vational government.
Wihien this era ot proscription for
Utah commenced, the loudly pro-
claimed infeutivn was to bring the
younger generation into accord with
the goverument. 1ngood faith they
accepted the goverumeut’s regula-
tions. They subeeribed to the oaths
and obeyed the lawa, and disfran-
chisemeunt is the proposed reward.
It is breaking fuith without the puor
excuse, doiug evil that the good
may ecome. Mormon prisoners when
before the cuutrts charged withm]m-
iygamous offenses have repeatedly
been told by the judges that all the
government requested was that they
should promisze to obey the law, that
the goverument did npot desire to
wreak vengeance upon them but to
correct their morals; that if they
would promise to obey the law in
future they would ¢scape with a
nominal punishment. MHow differ-
ent the spirit of the measure umnder
congsideration! N.t only are men
to be disfranchised who have never
broken any law but who have regis-
tered au oath they would not do so
hereafter. |

‘““An astonishing element in this
matter is that the measure is seeking
enactment without the endorsemeng
of any party in Utah or the other
territories. Who wants such legis-
lation? Who asks for it? No,one
wiho ias any direct intetest in this
question. A few days ago I enquired
of the governor of Utah, whe is here,
and he gtated emphatically that he
wus taking no part and would not do
80 one way or another, Prominent
men here from Utah equally are
reticent——>

At this point Delegale Dubwis in-
terrupted the speaker aud said that
Governor Thomas, ex-Governor
West and membwrs of the Utah com-
mission who were here all favored
the bill aud thought it should be-
come a law; that Governor Thomas
had made sueh a statement before
two or three membwers of the com-
mittee,

Mr. Caine replied he would only
repeat what Governor Thomas had
gaid to him, that he { Thomas) had
talked the matter over and had de-
cided to take no part either for or
againsgt the bill and then remarked:
“The comniittee have now both
statements before them and can
judge what kind of u man Governor
Phomas is. >’

“I] have heard this bill originated
with a cerlain Utah *Liberal,’whose
hatred for the people of that Terri-
tory has doubtless beeu increased
because hisown party, now partial-
ly in puwer there, has geeu fit to
ignore him. It is said that he con-
templates leaving Utah und wants
to fire this poisoned arrow that he
may be remembered. This man re-
preeents no other but himself, He
has been recognized for yeurs asa
bitter, bigoted and fanatical enemy
of the Mormon people. Is this a
proper source from which to re-
ceive inspiration for legislation?
would you strike down a whole
people at the suggestion of their
most pronounced and bitterest ene-




