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[From the Millennial Star,
INVOCATION.,

Father shed thy blessed ;Efrfli
In our hearts that we may know
How to pralse thee, and inherit
Peace and righteonsness below!
SBafely lead us to the west,
Place of réfuge, goal of rest.

Prompt truth's messengers, O Father,
By thy wisdom love and grace,
That they may thy children gather
To their promised hiding place!
Coplously thy stength impart,
Gladden each devoted heart,

Shield thy Saints in ev'ry nation
When distress and troubles come,
Speed the day of their salvation,
Guide them to thelr mountain horne!
There to praise thy holy namne,
Sing thy goodness, speak thy fame,

Rise, O Israel! hall with glaudness
The approach of liberty!
Cherish hope and banish sadness,
Soon thy God shall set thee free,
Save thee with an outstretched hand,
Waft thee home to Zion's land.
JAMES CRYSTAL,
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BOND OF SACRED
LOVE.

BY MISS PHEBE LEE WATTS,

Say, what is that, which doth produge
The sacred tie of love? l

[t is the mighty power of truth;
Which God sent from above,

For truth and love are both. combinmed,
In heaven's eternal plan,

To elevate the human mind,
And raise the heart of man,

Twas truth, which did ingpire the hearts,
Of men in days of old:

All light and knowledge to impart,
And wisdom to unfold,

Yes, trath, which in these latter days
Again received its birth;

With all its bright, perfected rays
To flourish on the carth,

The sun in yonder heavens may shine,
With luster pure and bright;

But nought can be compared with thine
O trath, thou sacred light.

Thou arl a rock, and those that build
On thee will safely stand;

Jehovah will their wants supply,
And guide them with His hand,

Thou art a fount that freely lows
From the eternal hill;

To which the Saints can ever go,
And be with knowledge filled.

Thou a&rt the shield and armor Loo,
Of every faithful one, _

Who nobly, with the prize in view,
An earthly course has run.

Thowart a gem which dotiy adory
The church of Christ below;

And when with sacred love combined,
Thy Godlike power doth flow,

O heavenly truth eternal ray,
From the celestinl sun;

shed thy blest light upon our way,
Until the rrize wa've won,

Then by thy matchless power wo'll rise,
To join with choirs aboves

And then, we'll fully realize
The tie of sacrad love,
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o U REMARKS:
By Fider JOIIN TAYLOR, Tabernucle, (7. 8. I..
. . City, March5in, 1865,
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[REPORTED BY E. L. SLOAN.]

As we travel along through, what is,

“sometimes ealled, this “vale of tears,”

‘there are many thoughts that occupy
our minds, and many subjeects forreflec-

" tion present themsélves, sometimes con-
eerning the living and sometimes con-
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cerning the dead. However, it is with
the llv-f that we have to do, st the

ent fime; and itis ‘' Lifeand the pur-
Buit of happiness,” that ought to occupy
the attention of all' intellectual beings.
Muankind have various views p.qﬁdea.a
in relation to the attainment of happi-

leave the earth; and those views and
ideas that are entertained by us, in réla-
tion’ to these matters, influence, to a
greater or less extent, our actions and
E»mt;ﬁedingﬂ in life. We look at things
hrough another medinm and judge of
them from another stand-point, than
which they are generally viewed by the
inhabitants of the earth, We look up-
on it that the greatest happiness that
we can abtain to is in securing the ap-
robation of our Heavenly Father, in
earing God, in being made acquainted
with His laws—with the principles of

| eternal truth, Ead with

1

" mess upon the earth, and also after we | reward. .

that we considey will best promote, not
only our temporal but_our eternal imp-
piness.

There are a great many men in the
world who, in the abstract, would say
this is eorrect; that it is very proper for
man whe is made in the image of God
to fear Him. They would sing uas Wes-
ley did: '

“Wisdom to silver we prefer,
And gold is dross compared with her:

In her right hand-are length of days,
True riches and immortal praise.” &«

But, then, when we come to scan the
matter more minutely, we find that it is
really, only, in the abstract that these
things are viewed; and that people gen-
erally carry their religion very easily.
They wear it very loosely about them.
They do net enter into it with that ear-
nestness and zeal which we as a people,
generally, do. Hence there is quite a
difference between them and us in these

articulars. Men generally suppose that
t is well enough to fear,God on Sunday,
and perhaps attend to religion a little
during the week, but net much;—that a
course of the latter kind would interfere
too much with the daily avoeations of
life; and that it would be almost impos-
sible for the generality of mankind to
attend to these things in the way that
we, as a people, believe in. Preaching,
 for instance, they believe must be done
by a man specially set apart for the pur-
e, who by that means obtains his
iving, just as another man would in the
profession of law, or in any other avo-
cation or trade, lin the chureh of I'ng-
land with which 1 was first conne« ted
—induected into it when a boy, or rather
a child—they have not only ministors
to read their prayers, but clerks to:ay
amen for them, so that the people huve
literally nothing to do but go to meetii =,
Men may profess religion and be drun k-
ards, riotous, fraudulent, debauchees,
&c.; yet that does not make much dif-
ference; for when they die and are put
into consecrated ground, the minister,
in reading the service for the dead, de-
clares, that their bodies are committed
to the dust *‘In the sure and certain
hope of a glorious resurrection.” 1 used
to think when a boy, if such men went
to heaven I should not wish to be in
their society, but if there were more
apartments than one I should like to se-
lect my company.

It must be a very pleasing sort of way
for people to do just as they please when
living, and be considered very genteel
and fashionable, and then when they
die, instead of running the risk of being
damned, as they do among the Metho-
dists, have a sure and certain hope of a
glorious resurrection, I have studied
the theories and views of many other
Christian denominations, particularly
Methodists, Baptists, Preghyterians and
various sects of what is called Protes-

thrnugil them. A man may be a robber,

ly get him converted or born again im-
mediately before he dies, it is all right;
if they can get him to receive religion
and believe in Jesus, even though he is
about to be hung forsome horrible erime
—murder in the most aggravated form,
he is prepared to enter into the King-
dom of heaven to euﬁne' the society of
God and angels; while another man,
who may have been moral, upright,
honorable, charitable and humane, is
consigned to everlasting burnings be-
cause he has not been converted or born
again. Yet many of these people are
sincere in their convietions, both among
teachers and taught, among priests an
people,
of tue justice of God
stances? |
In relation to these matters we differ
very maberialler from them, as well as in
other things. We are what may empha-
tically be called a Kingdom of priests.
But with us, we do not get so much pay
for so much work done, in the discharge
of the duticn;appertaiulng to the priest-
hood, in the sense in which the religious
world look for such remuneration. We
have to preach, to attend -to the duties
of our callings, to administer in the
‘ordinances of (GGod, and (o earry the
pel to the nations of the earth, trust-
Ag in God, without salary or pecuniary
t is a thing the religious
world do not think of, nor believe in
doing. The ideaof having faith in God

under such eircum-

about temporal things is a something

they cannot understand; they cannotre-
concile it with their philosophy; though
they profess any amount of faith in the
Lord in spiritual things. Thereis a very
material difference between them and
uskbout these matters,

The same thing runs throughcout al-
most every subjeet on which we reflect
and exercise thought upon. Many peo-
ple suppose because we differ from them,

religiously, that we are opposed to them |

A

L neighborhood where it was obtained.

tanisin, and a similar inconsistency runs |

a murderer, & blasphemer, in fact no |
matter how wicked he is, if they ean on-

I nsed to think, what hecomes
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'and thab we are the
' a good deg; aul felt Gond
Israelites when he said, My daily pray-
~er is that Israel may be saved.” Yet |
Isarel persecuted him because he did |
- notbelievelag they believed in many
things. We differ from others in politi-
cal matters to a great extent. We have
-other ideas from what they have. We
~cannot helpit. ‘Wereason upon certain
' things and reflect upon them, and use
cour judgment about them:and when we
~see things that are wrong we consider
they are wrong, and so state it, and be-
lieve that nothing ¢an make a wrong
 into a right, nothing ‘¢éan turn an error
| into a truth; and hence there is quite a
- difference of feeling sometimes arises in

' relation to many of these things
 believe, for instance, in
' matters, that God ought to govern us.
. We believe that when we are called up-
con to perform any labor or service of
any kind, it is part of our religious faith
that we must perform thaf, indepen-
dant of any consequences whatever. No
other people have got this religious feel-
ing. Do youthink you could transplant a
number of the Church of England people

were in when we came here? No; you
could not. They would want to know
where their living was to come from;
and how they were-to be sustained. You
may go to the old Methodists, that are
yet more zealous, and they would not
do it. When the rush was made for the
California gold mines here, shortly after
they were discovered, a certain number
of priests went with them to dig gold,
and to take care of theirsouls, I suppose,
'at the same time,  But then there was
'supposed to be gold to pay forit. And, as
' the seriptures say, “‘as with the people
| 80 with the priest;’”’ they all traveled in
the one road,.

With us, a few, it is true, have gone
| after gold—a few straggling ones here
~and there have wandered in search of it;
- but the generality of our elders, while

some few have gone in this direction,
!h ave been away traveling through the
E nations of the earth, trying to help for-
ward the best interests and happiness of
the human family,and inculeating those
great Trinﬂi ples which God hastevealed
from the heavens forthesalvationofman;
traveling too without purse or serip, 1
' remember duting the time of the gold
fever everybody wished toseeme, where
I was traveling, because they wanted
to knswsomething about the gold, and
they thought I was a¢cquainted with the

They were surprised that our elders
should be leaving the prospeects of such
wealth, and going forth on a mission
such as we were going on, so profitless
and dishonorable in the estimation of
men. But the elders who did it were
so infatuated, as some people would say,
that they would go forward to the ends
of the earth to preach what was viewed
‘a8 imposture—a something that was
considered to be opposed to everything
good. Tt was to them astonishing that
men would leave this gold that’ exerts
o powerful an attraction upon the
minds and bodies of men; their motives
and acts were not comprehended. . But
our elders did it, and, henece, we differed

very materially from others in relation |

to these matters.

We differ from them, also, with re-
zard to our political views, for they are
| based on our religious faith, we believe
in God, and therefore we fear Him; we
believe He has established His kingdom
upon the earth, and thetrefore we cling
to it; we believe that He is designing to
turn and overturn and revolutionize the
nations of the earth, and to establish a
government that shall be under His
rule, His dominion and authority, and
shall emphatically be called the govern-
ment of God, or, inether words, the
Kingdom of God. 'There is mothing
strange, however, in this; for & great
many parties both in the United States,
and in the governments of the old:
world, have believed in the kingdom' of
God being established in the last days:
| it has been a favorite deetrine both

among Socialists and Christians, and
much bhas been said and writtén about
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"f{}[}t; we i’t{l nob thi
gl stitutional or ‘legal,

{wWe |
our religious

into these valleys, in the condition they |

it, theoretically. The 'difference be-
tween them and us, is, they talk about
something to come; we say it has com-

menced, and that this is that k_ingﬁr
dom, ~ 4l 3 i

Well, but do younot hold aliﬁanea-
to the government of the United States
also? Do you not believe in the laws
and institutions thereof? Yes, we have
always sustained and uphel& them;
and although we have had very heavy
provocation to make us feel rebellious
and opposed to that government, yet we
have always sustained it under all eir-
cumstances and in every position.
When they have tried to cut our throats
we rather objected to that you know.
We had some slight objection to have
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our heads cut off and be trampled under |

it was either con-

t when they
took their swords away from our necks,
and said that we might enjoy the rights
of American citizens, that was all we
wanted.

There is, however, a kind of politica:
heresy that we have always ted.
We have always maintained that we
had a right to worship God gg we
thought r(:{aer under the constitution
of the United States, and that we would
vote as we pleased. Buil some le
took a netion tosay ‘‘they would pe
damned if we should;” we told they
however, thatwas a matter of their owy
taste; that we would seek to be saveyg
and yet we would do it. It has alway
been a principle with us, and in fact is
given in one of our revelations, ‘‘that
he who will observe the laws of God
need not transgress the laws of the
land.” It has always been a principle
inculeated by the authorities of this
Church, and taught by our elders, nev-
er to interfere with the political affairs
of any nation where they might be,—
that is, as elders. They go forth with
the gospel of peace, to preach to the
pgtl) e, and not to interfere with their
pPo

tical institutions. If a mission of
that kind should be given at any future
time, all well and good. I have always
so represented our belief, and acted ac-
cordingly, wherever I have been, and

80 have my brethren, in England, in
France, in Germany aml in any nation

where 1 have been. I have always ad-
hered to the laws of the nation where |
sojourned, In the United BSfates we
stand in & political capacity, in this
Territory, as part and parcel of the Uni-
ted States. We occupy that position;
we are obliged to do s0; we cannot help
ourselves if we wish it. But we do not
with it. We are a number of men
here;—a multitude of people, men, wo-
men and children, occupying quite an
extensive territory, with settlements
extending over a distance of 500 miles
in length. What the amount of popu-
lation is I am not prepared to say. ut
I amn prepared to say, that as a popula-
tion, as a people, as a Territory we
have always been loyal to the in-
stitutions of our government, and 1
am at the defiance of the world to
prove anything to the contrary. When
we left, 1 was going to say the United
States, what did we leave for? Why
did we leave that country? Was it be-
cause its institutions were not good?
No. Was it because its constitution
was not one of the best that was ever
framed? No. Was it because the laws
of the United States, or of the States
where wesojourned were not good? No.
Why was it? It was because there was
not sufficient virtue found in the execu-
tive to sustain their own laws. That
was the reason, gentlemen., Is this
anything to be proud of? Itisa thing
that should .make every honorable
American hide his head in shame; and
all reflecting, intelligent and honorable
men feel thus.

It is well understood that executive
officers, whether State or Federal, are
bound Ly the most solemn oath, to sus-
ta.hi) the Constitution and laws of the
United Statesand of the States where the
reside; and where those concerned aid-
ed in, or permitted, the expulsgion of
forty {;hnuﬂand American citizens from
their homes, they stood perjured before
their country and God;  and this huge
suicidal aet of ostracism, proclaimed
them enemies of republican institutions
and of humanity; traitorsto their coun-
try, and recreant alike of its laws, con-
stitution, and institutions, *“But it was
only the damned Mormons., Itwas on-
ly them, was it not?”’ Who were these
‘‘damned Mormons?''-——we cannot help
thinking about theee things just the
same as we do about religious matters.—

‘Why, these “‘damned Mormons” were

American citizens; and the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, and
of the several States, gu. teed just

as far as guarantee is | an}'t.\uug,
to.these ‘‘dambped Mormons,”” just the
same rights and privi that they
did to the blessed Christians. But we

came here. Now what is the use of
trying to hoodwink us and tell us that
we have been very well treated? They
know we cannot believe them, and that
no rational, intelligent, honorable man

[ would expect us to believe them; such
-assertionsarean outrageat variancealike

with common sengeandour own experi-
ence. But did werebel? No; we did not
act asthe Southern Stateshavedone. We
came here; and, in the absence of any
other government, we organized s pro-
visional state government, just thesame
as Oregon did before us. Thus in the
mridst of this abuse heaped upon us we
showed our adherence to the institu-
tions and Constitution of our country.
I1f bad men bore rule, if corrupt men
held sway, men who had neither the
virtue nor the fortitude to maintain the



