people may therefore take the.law in
their own hands, is shallow and dan-
gerous and unworthy of civilized and
enlightened A mericans. The people
Lave delegated thelr powers and ex-
pressed their will. Inthe Constitution
of our country they have stated how
that power ghould be exercised, and
they are bound by their own act in the
framing and acceptance of that instru-
ment.

It is declared therein that no person

shall be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of law,;
that no person shall be denied the
equnl protection of the laws; that no
person shall be subject for the same
offense to be twice put in jeopardy of
ife or limb; that every-accused person
hall be confronted with the witnesses
againat him and be tried by an Impar-
tinl jury and bhave the asmistance of
counsel for his defense. Every one
of these provisions was violated by the
gelf-appoinled judges who oendemned
[talians, and were atonce the accusers,
the judges and tie executioners of the
undefended and defenseless men.
' Even if all that has been alleged
against them were true—we do not
know anything about that except that”
the matter is legally in doubt—then
the lynching was lawless and in de-
finnce of the provisions of the Cunsti-
* tutions of the Btate of Lguisiana and
of the United States, and the power of
the people even in a republic must
be exercised under the law or it is bar-
barism and subversive of every rec-
ognized principle of civilized govern-
ment.

But for ail that, war would not make
the wrong done any better, or aftord
any satisfaction to reasonable beings or
nations. The reeall of the Italian min-
ister 18 _an error, which we hope
will be soon repaired. It is a step in
the direction of hostilities. The
presenceof the Charge d’ Affaires, left
to attend to current business, has no
significance in the direction of con-
tinued diplomatic relations; it is neces-
sary that he should remain for the
present. The recall is a rupture
between the two governments. But it
is possible that this may be cured
without apy further measures inp the
way of a confifct. Mutual explanations
will probably result in the reatoration
of amity, and fraternal relations
between the two countries will be re-
sumed.

But if this proves to be impossible,
although the navy of the United States
18 almost demoraiized aud the army is
not by any means_on a war footing, the
batriotism of the people is such that
arme and men and money would be
fortheoming in such weight and in
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ance of nations might well pause before
provoking the storm that would ensue
and which would shake terribly the
earth and fill the world with misery

and mourning.
—

A “LIBERAL" METHOD OF GIVING
RELIEF.

AFTER showing, in his annual re-
port, that the present city government
had disbursed neariy one miilion
dollars of the people’s money during
1890, Mayor Scott assured the public
that in future expenuditures would cen-
tinue to be increased. In the face of
the fact that both the ‘“Liberal”
journals of this city have asserted that
comparatively nothing has been done
with all this means, the Mayor and
Council adhere faithfully to the
promised policy of increasing the
popular burdens and swelling the ex-
penditures.

Last summer there was
deal of dissatisfaction
the imported street  pprinkling
service. The grounds of protest
were that the sprinkling distriet
was too large, the price (8 centa a foot
frontage) too higl, and the service in-
adequate. Numbers of people asserted
that they received their notices direct-
ing payment of assessment, while the
gprinkler, up to that time, had been
conepicuous by its absence.

March 31st the Council, after its
usual fashion, covered these points of
complaint ‘*Liberally.”* (1) They in-
creased the sprinkling distriet to thirty
miles of streets, {2) They added two
cents for spri}kling a frontage foot,
making the rate ten centsin place of
eight cents.

Another point conpected with this
imported sprinkling ie that storekeepers
whose buildinges are erected in
close proximity to each other
In the central part of the city, are
charged the same as the suburban
residence property holders, for whose
benefit much of the sprinkling will be
done ajong portions of streets where
there are no buildings.

Taxation, to be just, should, so far as
practicable,be in proportion to the bene-
fits derived. The positions of the ben-
eficiares 1n this regard are widely di-
vergent. Those who have stocks of
goode to protect from the dust, and
whose frontage is limited to a few feet,
receive a benefit much greater than the
residence proprietors in the outlying
portions of town, yet the latter must
pay a much larger amount than the

former.
March 81st one of the Councilmen

remarked, deprecatingly, that an even
trontage foot tax all round would com-
pel the residence holder on Sixth East.

a good
in regard to

such a manner that any nation or alli-

Btreet to pay as much as the store-
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keeper on Main Btreet. While the rate
is the same, the property holder distant
from the centre pays, asa rule, a great
deal more in the aggregate. Beaides,
many of the outlying property holders
protest that the imported sprinkling on
the distant streets does little or no
good, the traffic being limited. The
present city government is, however,
much like the hotel keeper who in-
sisted that his guests should take soup
as well as the other viands provided,
because of it being a rule of the house.

DISINGENUOUS RESOLUTIONS.

IF the lovers of whited sepulchre
sham wish to enjoy frequent feasts in
harmony with their tastes, gratifica-
tion is within their reach. They have
but to read the accounts of the pro-
ceedings of the sessions of the City
Counell. Ifthe haters of hypocriey
wish to be nauseated they wiil do well
to avoid the perusal of those narratives
of official hotch-poteh. No citizen
should, however, fail to notice the sac-
charine resolution adopted unanimous-
ly March 31st, in connection with the
acceptance of the resignation of City
Attorney B. A. Merritt.

This ¢stale, fiaf and uunprofitable’’
talleged expression of appreciation of
the “able and impartial®* services per-
formed by the resigning attorney,
combined with the crocodile tears shed
over his retirement,should be compared
with the treatment accorded his Jegal
advice. In & number of conspicucus in-
stances his *‘able and impartiai’’ serv-
ices have been treated with undis-
guized contempt. The reason for this
has been apparent—the Council had
no use, in certain matters, for ‘*able
and impartial’ services. What they
wanted were legal services that were
unscrupulous and partisan.

Asan instance, it is not necessary to
o beyond the response of the retiring
tattorney to the request of the Council,
for advice as to their legal right to sell
the public grounds known as Pioneer
Bquare to a private corporation. Col.
Merritt’s opinion was really an able

elucidation of the law and the
popular right involved in the
guestion. It was againet the

right of the Council to sell, however,
consequently the ‘‘able and impartial*’
opinion was treated contemptuously.
Yet, according to the resolution of last
night thaf advice must have been
the product of sound legal capacity and
consacientious regard for the rights of
the people, whom the Council are er-
roneously presumed to represent.

The resolution of 1ast night—speaking
of its adoption as & whole — wns as
bogus a8 some of the councilmen—

those who were never elected to office



