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it1t I1 0 ilen to my lot to be called up-
on tto0 j i e a ththee saints this afternoon
and i bondingbondinrPon dingg I1 earnestly desire that
I1 ma jvee the benefit of the faith and
praprayy

0
the latter day saints who

are a gabledbledl that what I1 say may be
calcalca jl

1

to strengthen our faith and tto
inspruP to renewed diligence in dis
charlchari althei the duties and obligations
arestil uponpon us as members in theyf christ we meet together
very 19antly6 to worship the lord and
to UslisS Tpo0 those who are called upon to

tf the express purpose of renew-
ing 0 ithth and being spiritually fed

if t it iss one thing more than an-
other t iss made perfectly plain inthe
deac i of the savior and his apos-
tles ea that faith is ot no value to us
and vv bring no reward unless it be
colpi withh works there are no
proprom ss anade to us by our heavenly
fath that we snail be rewarded that
we sst I1 bee entitled to the inspiration of
hishissS rit or that we shall make a suc-
cess this life except we shall labor
evereberg really and faithfully to discharge
theawlie S resting upon us on the con-
trary I1 the inspired teachings go to
prove at a faith with which works are
not c pledledisis dead athasit has everdeenever been
my de repailin laboring among the latteroayday ts0 to inspire them with a desire
to abcop itheijane commandments of god I1
realis tatat it isrea impossible for a man to
fail obeyingeying the commandments ofrGgodod a f at the same time be blessed by
hito gut an individual who has re
iceieca testimony otof the divinity of this
Wota abyby obeying these commandyerr have that testimony burning
idi bis artt illuminatingnna ting his mind and
indd k pingng him in thathat straight and
florrow thh which leads to eternal life
it is thtb ughh the neglect of duty that we
lose th cirit of god it is as natural
that w should lose the light and inspir-
ation our heavenly father through
failing p labor diligently as it is that we
must e arcise our physical beings in or-
der to b healthy and strong we all
know t itat the blacksmith has a very
powers il because he is constantly
using iit the pedestrian who is con-
stantly ping around the country
devel gius limbs and the man who is
constan jy practicing singing develops
his lunlung the more we labor to devel-
op our ical frame the greater is the
crea t of that frame the mind also

acom
9

ger by being exercised

in fact we develop physically intellect-
ually and spiritually by labor although
my right arm is the stronger of the two
it requires no argument from me to im-
press you with toe fact that if I1 were to
tie that arm and never use it in the
course of time that arm would wither
away we must exercise all our powers
to be healthy and strong in like man-
ner if you and I1 expect to be healthhealthyyandand
strong in the gospel it we expect to
grow from day to day in the light and
inspiration of the spirit of god if
we expect to expand and keep pace
with the onward advancement of the
kingdom of god on the earth then we
must labor and we must labor constant-
ly energetically and faithfully for the
advancement of that kingdom the
lord has placed his stamp of disapprov-
al very unmistakably upon idleness
you take a building fill it with heavy
machinery have that machinery running
day and nightsnight and bestow ordinary
care upon it then take another building
alongside of it that is never used and
the building that is not used seems to
crumble away while the other building
remainsremains strong you take an individual
that works early and late and works
hard and such a man lives to a good old
age in comparison with the idle man
you find a man that studies hard and
such a mans mind is bright to the end
of his life in comparison with the man
that does not do this the lord blesses
us as we labor it is recorded in the
doctrine and covenants that we are
agents unto ourselves and that wherein
we do any good work we shall in no
wise lose our reward but that if we are
slothful servants and wait to be corncom
banded in all things our reward burketh
from beneath and not from above we
have the power within us to do good
and to keep the commandments of god
there is requirement made of us by
our father that he has not given us the
ability to fulfilfulfill I1 have often admired the
labors of nephi and his determination to
serve the lord in contradistinction to

i the fault finding spirit that was mani
bested by hisbis elder brethren these
sons otof lehi went up to jerusalem to
get the records iromfrom laban and after
they had had some trouble in trying to
obtain them nephis brethren became
discouraged I1 have been particularly
struck with the testimony that nephi
bore to them on this subiesubjectct when

I1 they were commanded to go by their
fath r the elder sons murmured and
said it was a hardbard thing to require of
ttheme m but nephi said unto his father
1 I wwiili J go and do the things which the
lord bath commanded torfor I1 know that
the lord no commandments unto
the children of men save he shall pre
pare a way torfor them that they may ac-
complishcom the thing which he command

eth them nephi also said to his
brethren at the time I1 refer to let us
go up again unto jerusalem and let us
be faithful in keepingkeeping the command
ments of the lord foror behold he is
mightier that all the earth then why not
mightier than laban aejand his fifty yea
even than his tens of thousands we
all know how he was successful in
this and we have all admired his life and
labors I1 would exhort my brethren and
sisters to remember the faithfulness of
this man the lord treats us exactly
as we would treat our own childchildrenreni
where is there a father or a mother who
does not rejoice when they seefseeltheir chil-
dren faithful and energetic parents de-
light to bless such children but when
our children are disobedient and neglect
the duties that we place upon them of
course they grieve us and we do not ap-
prove of their acts though we rejoice
when they turn again and endeavor to
keep the commandments that we give
to them As we rejoice in the humility
and obedience of our children so does
our heavenly father rejoice in our hu-
mility and obedience and in all ages
of the world whenever the people otof
god have been humble prayerful and
diligent in keeping the commandments
of god they navehave been blessed and
prospered they have been sustained by
god and all has been well with them
but when they have become filled with
pride and with a love of the things of
this world and when they have neglect
ed the commandments of god he has
had to punish them and many times has
had to humble them to the very dust it
was necessary that he should do so
we do not punish our children because
we fail to love them on the contrary
it is our very love for our children anaand
the desire we have for their welfare that
causes us to punish them it is a very
painful thing for us to administer pun-
ishment upon those we love and yet we
prove our love to our children by cor
reeling them if we allowed them to go
their own way and grow up in careless
ness and iromfrom carelessness into wrong-
doing instead of our love being genuine
it would be the exact oppositeie of
course it is necessary to exercise char-
ity we find it recorded in the scrip
tures that if we give all that we have to
the poor and even our bodies to be
burned and have not charity it shall
profit us nothing this lack of charity
is something that many are guilty of
there is a disposition on the part otof
many to find fault to criticisecriticismcritic ise and to
complain of the actions of our brbrethrenethrem
we find because of recent events that
there is a great deal of talk in some
quarters all I1 wish to say to the lat-
ter day saints is that if you keep the
commandments of god and obey the
whisperings of the holy spirit you will


