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It H;Tl"en to my lot to be called, up-
on ‘Pitiu;ress the Saints this afternoon,
and il ;JPonding I earnestly desire that
277¢ the benefit of the faith and
of the Latter-day Saints who
lllbl':d. that what I say may be
I.‘l to strengthen our faith and to
S to repewed diligence in dis.
the duties and obligations
*4poD us as members in the
Churg of Christ, We meet together
very fuently to worship the Lord and
to lis J'O those who are called upon to
spealin’ the express purpose of renew-
ing o} iith and being spiritually ted.
If trte 15 one thing more than an-
other @1t 15 made perfectly plain injthe

tea | of the Savior and His Apos-
tles, 1! !Dat faith is of no value to us
and w PTIng no reward unless it be
coupl¢ With works., There are no

romgs Made to us by our Heaveuly

athefibat we shiall be rewarded, that
we shil be entitled to the inspiration of
His Sffrit, or that we shall make a suc-

this life, except we shall labor

cn_ﬂdg weally and faithfully to discharge
the Cfgs reating upon us. On the con-
1raf¥s L1 1he inapired teachings zo to
prove hiat a faith with which works are
notdc wled is dead. [t has ever been
my 9°8ge, in laboring among the Latter-
day ~ts tO inspire them with a desire
to 00, the commandments of God, I
realiz6gaat it is impossible for a man to
fail "Ebeying the commandments of
God 2 at the same time be blessed by
Huﬂ-d nt an individual who has re-
celveC il testimony of 1he divinity of this
wofl“ 41, by obeying these command-
et Wver have that testimony burning
in bis Wart, illuminating his mind, and
and piog him in phat stralght and
parro-fsath which leads to eternal life.
It is Ihgpygh the neglect of duty that we
lose thi@ Spirit of God. Itis as patural
that wiishould lose the light and inspir-
ation Bf our Heavenly Father through
failing §o 1abor diligently as it is that we
must efei€ISe our physical beings in or-
der to ibe healthy “and sirong. We all
know tlfat the blacksmith has a very
powerlf| arm, because he is constantly
using itt  The pedestrian, who 1s con.
stantly | rAmping around the country,
develoflc bis limbs; and the man who 1s
constankly Practicing singing develops
his Iungls. The maore we labor to devel-
op our ghySical frame, the greater is the
«rengtif of that frame. The mind, also,
secome]; sttonger by being exercived.

vally and spiritually by jabor, Although
my right arm is the stronger of the two,
it requires no argument from me to im-
press you with toe iact that if I were to
tie that arm and never use it, in the
course of time that arm would wither
away, We must exercise all our powers
1o be healthy and strong. In like man-
ner, if you and [ expectto be healthy and
strong 1n the Gospel; it we expect to
grow from day to day in the light and
inspiration of the Spirit of God; if
we expect to expand and keep pace
with the onward advancement of the
kingdom of God on the earth, then we
must labor, and we must labor constant-
ly, energetically and falthfully, for the
advancement of that kingdom. The
Lord has placed his stamp of disa{Jprov-
al very unmistakably upon idleness.
You take a building, fill it with heavy
machinery, have that machinery running
day and might, and bestow ordioary
care upon it; then take another building
alongside of It that is never used, and
the building that is not used seems to
crumble away while the other building
remains strong. You take an individual
that works early and late, and works
hard, and such a man lives to a good old
age in comparison with the idle man.
You find a man that studies hard, and
such a man’s mind is bright to the end
ot his life in comparison with the man
that does not do this. The Lord blesses
us as we labor. It is recorded in the
Doctrine and Covenants that we are
agents unto ourselves, and that whereln
we do any good work we shallin no
wise lose our reward; but that if we are
slothiul servants and wait to be com
manded in all things, our reward lurketh
from beneath and not from above. We
have the power within us todo good
and to keep the commandments of God
There is ng requirement made of us by
our Father that He has not given us the
ability to fulfil. I have often admired 1he
labors of Nephi and his determination to
serve the Lord, in contradistinction to
the fault finding spirit that was mani
fested by his elder brethren. These
sons of Lehi went up to Jerusalem to
get the records tfrom - Laban, and after
they had had svme trouble in trying to
obtain them, Nephi's brethren became
discouraged. I have been particularly
struck with the testimony that Nephi
bore to them on this subiject. When
they were commanded to go by their
fath r, the elder sons murmured and
said it was a hard thing to require of
them; but Nephi said unto his tather,
] will go and do the things which the
Lord hath commanded, ior I know that
the Lord giveth no commandments untc
the children of men, save He shall pre
pare a way for them that they may ac-
complish the thing which He command:

brethren, at the time I reler to “Let us
go up again unto Jerusalem, and let us
be faithful in keeping the command-
ments of the Lord; for behold He is
mightier that all the earth, then why not
mightier than Laban and his fifty, yea,
even than his tens of thousands.” We
all know how He was successful in
this, and we have all admired his life and
fabors. I would exhortmy brethren and
sisters to remember the {aithfulness of
this man. The Lord treats us exactly
as we would treat our own children.
Where is there a lather or a mother wheo
does notrejoice when they seeltheir chil-
dren faithtul and energetic? Parents de-
light to bless such children, But when
our children are disobedient and neglect
the duties that we place upon them, ot
course they grieve us and we do not ap-
prove of their acts, though we rejoice
when they turn again and endeavor to
keep the commandments that we give
to them. As we rejoice in the humility
and obedience of our children, so does
our Heavenly Father rejoice in our hu-
mility and obedience. And in all ages
of the world, whenever the people ot
God have been humble, prayerful, and
diligent in keeping the commandments
ot God, they have been blessed and
prospered, they have been snstained by
God, and all has been well with them.
But when they have become filled with
pride and with alove of the things of
this world, and when they have neglect-
ed the commandments of God, He has
had to punish them, and many times has
had to humble them to the very dust. It
was necessary that He should do so.
We do not punish our children because
we fail to iove them. On the contrary
it is our very love for our children and
the desire we have for their welfare that
causes Us to punish them. [t isa very
paintul thing for us to administer pun-
ishment upon those we love, and yet we
prove our love to our children by cor-
recting them. If we allowed them to go
their own way, and grow up in careless-
ness, and {rom carelessness into wrong-
doing, instead of our love being genuine
it would be the exact opposite, Of
course, it is necessary to exercise char-
ity, \We find it recorded in the scrip-
tures that if we give all that we have to
the poor, and even our bodies to be
burned, and have mnot charity, it shall
profit us nothing. This lack of charity
15 something that many are guilty ol
There is a disposition on the part ot
many to find fault, 1o criticise, and to
complain ol the actions of our brethren.
We find, because of recent events, that
there isa pgreat deal of talk in some
quarters. All I wish to say to the Lat.
ter day Saints is, that if you keep the
commandments of God and obey the

w hisperings of the Holy Spirit, you will



