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Resolutions were adopted 1n favor of
calling a convention in St. Louis in
June next to consider the canal from
a national point of vlew, and also to
dlecuss its possibilities from a miiitary
standard., The general opinion of the
convention was that the United Btates
should exércige- the pame control over
the Nicaragun canal that England
dues over the Buezeanal.
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SILK STOCKINGS RESPONSIBLE FCR
MUNICIPAL MISGOVERNMENT.

THE Chicage municipal election,
held one week ago, discioséssome inter-
eating partieulars in relation” to the
ethics of voting. The regisiry list
revised and corrected up to election
day conlained a total of 208,021 names.
The total number of votes cast was
188,257, leaving about 38 per ecent. of
the registered voters unsccounted for.
The election was by no means unim-
portant. There were 34 aldermen and
A number of town asseseors, collectots,
supervisors and clerks elected, Iublic
feeling ran rather high, owing te the
fact that 9 aldermen were updetr in-
dictment for dishonesty in office. The
_election was conducted under the Aus-
tralian ballot law, so that thefe was no
excuse for Intimidation, coertion, or
the fear of rowdylam st the polla.

Tue local papers have entered into
the analysis of the situation, and are
trying to solve this problem of absentee-
ism at the polls, The 3rd, 4th and
i2th warde in Chicago are usually de-
nominated the American districte.
There are scarcely any ledging houses
in either of them. The perceniage of
foreign born citizens in these wards ia
#0 low a8 to be unworthy of notice.
The nbsenteeism at the polis on elec-
tlon day in the Third snd Fourth
wurds was 38 perceut, of the regis-
tered voters, and in the Twelfth 35 per
cent. The Sixth ward is almost entire-
jy composed of wuge workers and
small shopkeepers; the absenteeism
there wae only 21 per cent,

A Chicago paper suys that those
who stay away are theindividuals who
¥roan over the vlection of bad men lo
ihe Councll, scolil because municipai
#{.irs are pot decently managed, and
yot will not take the trouble to vote for
¥ood men. Much of the responsibility
tgr punicijal misgovernment rests on
tiie men who think it benpeath their
dignity to tura out except at a Presi-
Jeutlsl electlon.

Of the 34 nliermen recently elected
in Chivsgo, 18 were Republicane, 13
Democrats and 3 independent Demo-
erats. The old Couneil waspirongly
Democratic, but in the new it s said
the parlies are a tle. The mayor is
Républiean, ani! trouble is apprehend-
«d over the pending orgamizition of

- the Councii on parly lines. There is,
however, talk of organizing by mesans
of a joint commitiee vcornposed of both
partiee.
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The [talian government has selected
ils war ship, ““Ameriea,”’ to convey to
the Unlted Stutes the Italian exhibl s
to thuy Exposition free of churge. The
Rome Chamber of Commeree hus in-
vited other shambera to torm commit-
teen to prom le the securing of Italian
«x hibits.

THE “ MORMONS” AND THE
NATIONAL FLAG.

A LOCAL publication, which is never
8o well pleased as when It can sgore
a point against the ‘““Mormone,”’ and

prefers Illfit be an untruth, was in
great glee n few days ago at receiving
a letter from a correspondent, anonym-
ous of course, wino had found another
anti-¢“Mormon?’ mare’s pest. It con-
sigts of a paragraph from s French
book on the ‘“‘Mormons,’’ written in
1853, in which the autbor speaks of a
fing, raised on Ensign Peak, which
contained the colors vt all nations and
was a representation of the entire
buman family; this
quite uniyue and worthy of apecial
mentlon. From these remarks the
ADONDY Mous correspondantgumif at the
conolusion that this was the flag tbat
the ‘“Mormouns’’ raised on Knsign
Peak on July 26, 1847, as chronicled
in Btenbouse’s history, cblivious of thie
iagt that Btenhouse said it was the
pational flag. A nd the paper referred
to cries out in ecstas, -

“This makes everything c.2ar.”” It is
the most reasonable explanation, the
only explanation with any” reason at all,
that we havo over sean of the act of those
men on that famous 26th day of July,
1847. Thoy mingled the fiag of the
United States with the flag of England,
with tho flag of France, with the ilag ot
Germany, with the flag probably of the
Sandwich Isiands—the fiag of evory
pecple among whom their missionaries
had been, and they bad as much reverenco
for one as another, The whole act was
meant simply as esiablizsbing the sover-
elgnty of 1he Mormon Kingdom over this
region.'’ ==

Whata pity If is to dampen the argor
of this perverter of historical truth and
to cast acloud of doubt oo this story
that is so exceedjngly “clear.” But
nevertheless it becomes our painful
duty to point out a few facls which will
necessarily produce these effects. It
will be percelved by the careful reader
that the French writer—who would
nof yuite recognize his contribution to
the literature of the age inthe extra-
ordinary “‘French?’ which is given as
his lapguage—does not say Lhat the
combination he describes Was the fiay
raised by the pioneers, nor ihat it was
unfurled in 1847, nor that no national
flag was then flung to the breeze,
Thesge ure merely the pretended deduc-
tions of the anonymous corregpondent
who cnlle him:elf ‘History,”' and of
thc paper that pubiishes his atrained
and unwarranted inferences,

We will uot stop to' dispute with the
French writer about the unique flag
which be describes, except to #ay that
no ruch ensigpn was raiseu on the Peak
in 1847, nor to contend as to whether
Prestdent PBrighan: Young and the
other hrethren who sealed Ensign Peak
and nomed it on July 26th, 1847, at
that time hoisted the national flag on
top of the peak. But we will state as
a well known historical fact, that the
fiag raised here when the ploneers
came, was the national flag—the Stars
and Biripes, which they bad at Winter
Quarters, which there floated over their
camp, and which they brought here
and raised on a pole erected for the
purpose in the Old Fort now called the
BSixth Wurd Bguare. It was flung to
the breeze when this was Mexican

eoil.

he considered

When Preslident Geotge Q. Cangpon,
who came in the next company—about
two months later—arrived here, an-
other national flag, brought by that
company, was hoieted on that pole in
his presence. Next year he assisted
with his own bands in placing n sheaf
of wheat, raleed in this valley, on the
same pole and above it the SBtars and
Btripes.

At the celebration of the Ploneers?®
anpiversary July 24th, 1549, n new
pational fiag, made by “Mormon?”’
{adies, was flung to the breeze. It was
pixty-five feet long, on & nole 104
feet’ high, and wns greeted with
cheers, music, the booming of guns
and the honors of the assembly. Com-
panivs and organizations of different
kinds carried special banpers, but econ-
spicuous among several of them was the
national flag. The Declaration of In-
dependence was read and the (onstl-
tution of the United Blates was placed
in the hands of President Young, who
wdived it aloft and shouted ““May it
live for ever, and ever,?’ ainid deafen-
ing shouts from the assembly,

The national flag wus alwaya con-
apicuous on public occasiong, from the
coming of the Pioneers through all
the varjed scenes of Utab life. It hae
beenupheld as the symhal or that lib-
erty which the venerated fathers of
our country struggled to establish,
and which the ‘Mormon’ people
desire all peoplein thisland io enjoy
and maintain. The stories that have
been told as te its attempted dishonor
are elther wuntrue asr to the
facl, or puch perversions of the truth
ag to be fully equal to -positive
falsehood, Leing made in the same
spirit as prompted the inferences
drawn in the present instanece trom the
remarks of the French writer.

‘This spirit is exhilbited in the an-
nexed editorial comments on those 1a-
ferences:

ta vyery careful reading of he litera-
ture of th Saints fafls to reveal one kind-
Iy expreasion toward either the Govern-
ment or the people of the United States
irom thae lime of their arrival herg—al-
most indefinitely-—at least until sonie
time after tho close of the rebellion of
1865.”? Ladil

Let us see, At the celebration of
Ploneers’ day in 1850 President Brig-
bam Young, after the national flag
was unfurled on the lberty pole in
front of the Bowery, made an address,
in which he raid: §

“In our excrelses Lhis day we shall
take the liborty to exhibit in word our
atriotism, independence, and good feel-
ng 10 that government which is said to
be free; and extend the arm of proteciion
to every man, woman and child within
its corporate powers.”

Dr. Willard Richurds on the same
occasion maintained the devotion of
the “*“Mormons’’ to their country and
gave this rolemn noie of warning:

“If the authoritative powers of States
and the nation wiil spaedily turn away
from theirslo:hful neglect of the people's
business, and of spending the people’s
money by milliors without re'urning a.
just equivalont, and conslder Lhe nation
one and net a Northern and Southern
iwo, they may vel preserve onr sagred
Union; but ifihey shall con’inue their
present coures of operation no power of
earth can save the Union, although we,
t Mormons,” will conlend for it aslong a3
a shoe latchet 13 left with which to tie it lo-
gether.”’



