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resolutions were adopted in favor of

calling a convention in st bouis in
june next to consider the canal from
a national point of view and also to
discuss its possibilities from a military
standard the general opinion of the
convention was that the united states
should exercise the same control over
the nicaragua canal that england
does over the suez canal

SILK STOCKINGS responsible FOR
MUNICIPAL misgovernment

1

THE chicago municipal election
heldbeld one week ago ddisclosesIseloode some I1inter-
esting particulars in relationlorl to the
ethics of voting the registry list
revised and corrected up to election
day contained a total of names
the total numberlumber of votes cast was

leaving about 86 per cent of
the registered voters tinunaccountedaccounted for
the election was by no means unim-
portantpor tant there were 84 aldermen and

number of town asseassessors collectors I1

supervisors and clerks elected pupublicblip
feeling ran rather high owing to the
fact that 9 aldermen were under in-
dictment for dishonesty in office the
election was conducted under the aus-

tralian ballot law so that there was no
excuse for intimidation coercion or
the fear of at the polls

toeTue local papers have entered into
the analysis of the situation and are
trying to solve bials problem of absentee-
ism at the polls tha 3rdard ath and

wards in chicago aarere usually de-
nominated the american districts
there are scarcely any lodging housesbouses
toin either of them the percentage of
foreign born citizens in these wards is
soflo luw as to be unworthy of notice
the absenteeism at the polls on elec-
tion day in the third and fourth
wards was 8838 per cent of the regis-
tered voters and in the twelfth 35 per
cent the sixth ward is almost entire-
ly composed of wage workers and
small shopkeepers the absenteeism
there was only 21 per cent

A chicago paper says that those
wwho60 stay away are the individuals who
broan over the electionejection of bad men to
the council scold because municipal
EffAirs are not decently managed and
yet will not take the trouble to vote for
hwd men much of the responsibility
torfur municipal misgovernmentmisgovern beut rests on
the men who think it beneath their
AlIgndignityity to turn out except at a presi-
dential election

of the 3484 aldermen recently elected
jnin chicago 18 were republicans 13
democrats and 3 independent demo-
crats

demo-
crate the old council was strongly
democratic but in the new it is said
the parties are a tie the mayor is
republican and trouble is apprehend-
ed over the pending organization of
the council ouon party lines there is
however talk of organizing by means
of a joint committee composed of both
pir titSit a

the italian government has selected
its war ship america to convey to
the united states the italian exhibits
to the exposition free of charge the
rome chamber of commerce has in
cited other chambers to form commit
teesteea to prom te the securing of italian
exhibitsxhi bits

TAthac MORMONS AND THE
NATIONAL FLAG

A looLOCAL publication which isie never
soao well pleased as when it can soscoreore
a point against the mormonscormonsMormons andnd
prefers it ITifit be an untruth waswa in
great glee a few days ago at receiving
a letter from a correspondent anonym-
ous of course who hadbad found another
anti- i mormon mares nest it con-
sists of a paragraph from a french
book on the mormonscormonsMormons written in
1853 in which the author speaks of a
flag raised onOB ensign peak which
contained the colors olof all nations and
was a representation of the entire
human family this hebe considered
quite unique andancl worthy of special
mention from these remarks the
anonymous correspondent jumps at the
conclusion that this was the flag that
the mormonscormonsMormons raised on ensign
heakonpeak on july 26 1847 as chronicled
in Stenhouses history oblivious of the
factact that SteDstenhousehouse said it was the
national flag and the paper referred
to cries out in ecstasy

this makes everything ex0 jarar it is
the most reasonable explanation the
only explanation with any reason at all
that we have ever seen of the act of those
men on that famous day of july
1847 they mingled the flag of the
united statesstales with the flag of england
with the flag of france with the nagflag otof
germany with the flag probably of the
sandwich islands the flag of eveeveryy
people among whom their missionaries
had been and they had as much reverence
for one as another the whole act was
meant simply as establishing the sover-
eignty of the mormon kingdom overeverthiaerthiaov thit
region 1 I

what a pity it is to dampen the ardor
of this of historical truth and
to cast a cloud of doubt onoa this story
that tois so exceedingly clear but
nevertheless it becomes our painful
duty to point out a few facts which will
necessarily produce these effects it
will be perceived by the careful readorreader
that the french writer who would
not quite recognize hisbis contribution to
the literature of the age in the extra-
ordinary french which tois givengiven as
his language does potnot say that the
combination hebe describes was the flagfla
raised by the pioneers nor that it was
unfurled in 1847 nor that no national
flag was then flung to the breeze
these are merely the pretended deduc-
tions of the anonymous correspondent
whoho calls himself history and of
the paper that publishes his strained
and unwarranted inferences

we will not stop to dispute with the
french writer about the unique flag
which be describes except to sayeay that
no euch ensign was raised on the peak
in 1847 nor to contend as to whether
president brigham young and the
other brethren who scaled ensign peak
and named it on july 1847 at

i

that time hoisted the national flag odoh
toplop of the peak but we will state as
a well known historical fact that the
flag raised here when the pioneers
came was the national flag the stars
and stripes which they hadbad at winter
quarters which there flogfloatedted over their
camp and which they brought here
and raised on a pole erected for the
purpose in the old fort now called the
sixth ward square it was flung to
the breeze when this was mexican
solsoil

when president georgeceorge Q cavouscannon
who came inib the next company about
two months later arrived here an
other national flag brought by that
company was hoisted oion that pole ipin
his presence next year hebe assisted
with his own hands in placing a sheaf
of wheat raised in this valley on the
same pole and above it the stars and
stripes

at the celebration of the Plopioneers
anniversary july 1849 a new
national flag made by mormon
ladies was flungbung to the breeze etwasit was
sixty five feet long on a noledole
feet hihighh and was greeted with
cheers Emusic the booming of guns
and the honors of the assembly corncom
banies and organizations of different
kinds carried special banners but con

among several of them was the
national flag the declaration of in-
dependence was read and the consti-
tution of the united statesstate was placed
in the hands of president youngtrOung who
waived it aloft and shouted amaymay it
live for ever and ever amid deafen-
ing shouts from the assembly

the national flag was always con-
spicuous on public occasions from the
coming of the pioneers through all
the varied sconesscenes of utah life it has
been upheld as the symbol or that lib-
erty which the venerated fathers of
our country struggled to establish
and which the mormon people
desire all people in this I1landand to enjoy
and maintain the stories that have
been told as to its attempted dishonor
are either untrue asab to the
fact or such perversions of the truth
as to be fully equal to positive
falsehood being made in the sameearns
spirit as prompted the inferences
drawn in the present instance from the
remarks of the preachfrench writer

this spirit is exhibited in the an-
nexed editorial comments on those in-
ferencesferen ces

A veryverv careful reading of the litera-
ture of the saints fallsfails to reveal one kind-
ly expression toward either the govern-
ment or the people of the united states
irom the time of their arrival here al-
most indefinitely at least until some
time after the close of the rebellion of
1865 11 aaa

let us see attheat the celebration of
pioneers day in 18601850 president brig-
ham

brig- tbrie- t
hambarn young after the national flag
was unfurled on the liberty coleinpole in
front of the bowery made an address
in which he saidpaid

in our exercises this day we shall
take the liberta to exhibit in word our
patriopatriotism independence and good feel-
ing tolo that government which is said to
be free and extend the arm of protection
to every man woman and child within
its corporate powers

dr willard richards on the same
occasion maintained the devotion of
the mormonscormonsMormons to their country and
gave this fsolemn note of warning

intheif the authoritative powers of states
and the nation will speedily turn away
from their ahfulul neglect of the peoples
business and of spending the peoples
money by millimillionsors without returning a
just equivalent and consider the nation
one and not a northern and southern
two they may yet preserve our sacred
union but it they shall conicontinuenue their
present course of operation no power of
earth can save the union although we
morcommormonsMormonsmom 11 willmil contend for it as long dsas
a shoe latchet is left with which to tie zta to-
gether 11I1 I1


