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DISCOURSE.

DELIVERED BY

BLBER ORSON PRATT

{’I ”‘Ma'w Ihbarmu-f«-, Salt 1ake
City, Suday Afternoon, Now. 12,
18743,

REPORTED BY GEO. ). GIRHKS

L Ay pleased to see so large a com-
pany assembled together, notwith-
standing the inelemency of the
wenther; it shows to me that there
isan interest in the minda of the
Latter-day Saints in regard to
thelr future =alvation. \59, as a
people, have passer’ through many
seenes Lrying and afflicting to our
putures, which we havé endured
beeanse of Lthe an) lety of oar hearts
to ubtain salvation. People who
ure sincere will manifest thelr sin-
cetity In undergoing great tribula-y
tion, if necess ry, ftor the sa »
belng saved. This mortal life fsof
small consideration, compared with
glernal enlvation in Lhe Kingdom
ol the PFPather, There is nothing
purtaluing to the things ot this
present life that i3 \\’l‘ll'lhy of o
ing nuned, In conutiast with the
riches o elernnl life. Jesus, in
apeaking upon this subject when
he was on Lhe earth, asks this ues-
tisn: “1or what is a man protited,
i Lo gadn the whole world, and lose
His own sou? Or what shall a
mab zive in exchange for his soul?”
'here is nothing so precious, noth-
ihg ol 20 great importauce, as that
of securing, in thia life, the salva-
tion of cur souls in the world Lo
come. IFar better is it if we can
pain =alvation by passing through
various scenes ol aflliction and per-
secution in this world, thau to
give way Lo its pleasures and van-
ities; which can only be enjoyed
for a season, and afterwards lose
Lthat elernal reward which God has
in store for the righteous,

It is true we Jook upon eur future
reward in quite a different light
from the religious world generally.
We look for something tangible,
something we can form some de-
gree of rational conception of, hav-
ing a resemblance in some measure
to the present lile. But hew very
imaginary are the ideas of the re-
ligious world! T do not now re-
fer Lo the heathen world,
but Lo the enlightened Christian
natious, the two hundred million
of Christinns now existing on the
earth, If you-ask these people
about the future state of man, some
will give you one idea and some
another, all more or less, perhaps,
differing from each other, but in
the main they all agree, namely,
that it is a state entirely spiritual,
that is, unconnected with amny-
thing tangible like this presentl
life, an existence which cannot be
conceived of by mortals.

You may think I am misrepre-
senting our Christian friends. I
will therefore say that for many
years now 1 have been engaged,
more or less, in the study of reli-
gion, and have therefore read quite
extensively the ideas of the reli-
gious world. I have mnot accepted
the ideas of a few individuals be-
longing to the various sects, but I
have appealed.to their standard
writings, their articles of faith,
whieh are adopted by the various
religious bodies and known as their
oreeds, For instance, in the arti-
cles of falth of a great many of the
religious sects, au idea like this is
set forth—that there is a Being who
is entirely spiritual, called God,
and that Being 18 described as
consisting of three persons, and
these three persons are without
body, without parts and without
passions. Such i3 the God that is
worshipped by the Methodists—a
people whom I highly respect, and|
whose meetings 1 attended in my
early youth more than those of
any other religious denomination.
The three persons ihat compose
this one God are the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, all of
whom are said to be without bodies
or passioas; and in connection with
this, ene of the cardinal doetrines
of thelr faith, they tell us that one
of this holy Trinity, namely Jesus,
was crucitied, d and buried, and
that on the third day he arose
again from the dead and ascended
into heaven.

When I wasa boy, attending the
Methodist meetings, I, as mauy
now do who are of maturer years,
accepted sincerity for truth. But
when I grew to manhood my at-
tention was called to this article of
faith; I tried in all earnestness to
comprehend it, but could not, and
cannot to this day. It is one of
those Jncomprehensible things
which cannot be grasped by the
human mind. ¥You, my hearers,
try now wilth me for a few mo-
ments to comprehend, if you can,
a being consisting of Lhree persous,
and those three persons without
auy body, parts or passions. 1 had
been taughl, when studying the
exact sclences, that every thiug
that existed was composed of parts,
that there could not exist anything
as & whole unlessit existed as paris,
[ could not, therefore, understand
how it was Lhat one of these three
persons could be erucifled if he had
ao bLody; how it wae possible and
be consistent with reason, for him
to lay down his body—something
he never possessed—and arlse again
from the tomb, taking up at
same body. This is indeed n mys-
tery!

I%uw it so happens Lhat the Scrip-
tures do not teach anything so ab-
surd, so irreconcilable and so con-
trary to our senses. This is a man-
made doctrine, the ereation of un-
inspired men. Phe Metbodists did’
not originate this doctrine, it ex-
isted and was widely believed in
before the days of the good man,
John Wesley.

The Latter-day Saints believe
that there is a true and living God,
that this true and llvluod con-
sists of three separate, nct pers
sons, which have bodles, parts, and
passions, which belief is in direct
opposition to this man-made doec-
trine. We believe that God, Lhe
Eternal Father, who reigns in yon-

der heavons, is a distinct persénage

existence frem his son. ia
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ﬁ' - gation understand
{he scriplural view of this subject;
hence it is not necessary to speax
lengthily on it. We may, however,

It is declared, as part of the be-
Mefof the Methodists, that God is
without passions. Love is ome of
the great passions of God, Love is
everywhere declared a passion, one
of the noblest passious of the hu.
man heart., This prineciple of love
is one of Lhe attributes of God.
“God is love," says the Apostle
John,” and he that dw .ileth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in
him.'” If, then, this is one of the
greatl attributes of Jehovah, if ke Is
fliled with love and compassion
towards the children of men, if his
son Jesus Christ so loved the world
that he geve, his life to redeem
mabnkiad frowd the effects of the
fall,'then, certainly, God the Eter-

nal Father must be in ilonseuﬂion of
18 pPOssesses

| say a few things with regard to the
Hom of these personages.

this passion, Again,
the stiribute of Justice, which is
sometimes ecalled Anger, but the

real name of this attribute is Jus-
tice. “‘He exeouteth justice,” says
the Psalmist; also, *‘‘Justice and
judgment are the habitatien of
thy throne.” Justice is one of the
noble characteristics of our heav-
enly Father; hence another of his
passionas.

We have it recorded Loo in this
sacred HBible, that God was seen b
ancient men of God. Jacob testi-
fles as follows: ““for I have seen
God face to face,” 1 know that
there are other passages of SBerip-
ture, which would seem to mili-
tate against this declaration. For
instance,there is one passage which
reads, “No man hath seen God at
any time.” This is In direct con-
tradistinction te the testimony of
Jacol, The way [ reconcile this is
that no acfural man can see the
face of God the Father and live, It
would overpower him; but one
quickened by the spirit, as old
father Jacob was, could look upon
God, and c¢onverse with him face
to face, as one man would with an-
other. If Jacob did really see God
face to face, as he says he did, he
must have seen a peraonage, a be-
ing, in his general outlines like
unto bhimself; man, as Mosea in-
forms us, having been created In
the image of God.

We might refer to many other

passages of Seripture, bearing on

this subject. T'he prophet Isaiah

saw (God; hesaw notonly the Lord,

but a great congregation in connec-

tion with him, so that his train

filled the temple. He is always
represented by those who have
seen him as a personage in the
form of man.

Having ciled a very few eviden-

ces, let us inquire into the ¢harac-

ter and being of God, the Eternal

Father. We are the offspring of
the Lord, but the rest of animated

nature is not; we are just as much

the sons and daughters of God as
the children in this congregation
are the sons and daughters of their

parents. We were begotten by
him. When? Before we were born
in the flesh; this limited state ofy
existence ia not our origin, it is
merely the origin of Lhe tabernacle
in which we dwell. The mind we
are possessed of, that being that is
capable of thiuilug‘ and reflecting,
that is capable of aoting according
to the motives presented to it, that
being whieh immortal, which
dwells within us, which is capable
of reasoning from cause to effect,
and which can comprehend, in
some measure, the lawa of its Crea-
tor, as well as trace thema out as
exhibited in universal nature, that
being, which we call the Mind, ex-
isted before the tabernacle.

But says one, “That doés not look
reasonable.”” Why not » you
not believe that the Bpirit will en-
dure foreve1? O, yes. Xou may
ask, what becomes of the spfrit,
separated from the body of flesh
and bones, when this body lies In
the grave? Has it life and intei-
ligence and power to think and
reflect?” Let us hear what was
sald © by those who sat under
the , who were alain for the
word ' God, and for the testi-
mony which they held, as seen
and heard by John while on Pat-
mos. “And they cried with a loud
volce, saying, How long, O Lord,
holy and true, doat thou not judge
and avenge our blood on them that
dwcﬂ on the earth? The Lord tells
them that they should ¢‘rest yet
for a little season.” These faiLh-
ful servants of God are anxiously
awaiting the time when the Lord
will avenge their blood? Why!

. Becausie that will bethe time when

thelr bodies will be redeemed, they
look forward with great anxiety to
the time when they shall be again
jdentified with the fleshly taber-
nacle with which they were known
and distinguished while on the

earith, hence this er.
Here we find uﬂr snd (urther

existence for the spiritsof men who
exist in heaven, wha are capable of
thinking, of using langaage, of un-
derstanding the future, and of an-
ticipating thaut which was to come.
Now, if they could exlist after they
leave this tabernacle, while the
taberuacle lies mouldering in the
dust, why not exist before the tab-
ernacle had any existence®’ Was
it not just aa easy for au existence
to be given to spiritual personages

before they too ion of bod-
jes as it 18 for them to exist after
the body degay:? Yes, and these

e our views, founded upon rLew
velation; nof the views ef unin-
spired men, but founded upon direct
revelation from God
Where did we exist before we
came herr?l Wl{.&ﬂud. W here does
1 .
gt.):ﬁmred gé':veh' What do we
understand heaveun to be? Not the
plage described by our Christian
triends, beyond the bounds of time
and space, for there is nosuch place,
never or ever w._ bejbut
ven

wi

d t ther, sanctified and
;lllorllf::l as the m‘deneo and world
where God resides. Born there?
Yes, we were born there. Even
our great mer, whose death
and sufl ‘are this afternoon

v 2 up in er
world born
Virgin ou not read,

in the New Tesiament, that Jesus
Christ was the first-born of .'.?t

creature? . From this reading

would seem that he was the oldest of

the whole human famlli.
F

réh in t world is
:S::::du How since

fa

c
t birth took place is not reveal-
3? it mlghtol;agc bu':' unnuhn:hw
ilions ears au, we
::I::v. But w-’do know ﬁut he

Does Hrlll
of flesh and bones? By no means,

for there were hundreds of milllons

lace John de-

that is,so | ther

_—

was born whom we ol Jesus

der Brother?
the previous birth, befere the foun-
dation of this Olﬂjl; we have to go
back to past ages, to the period
when he was begotlen of the Fa-

through him, created not only this
little world, this spec of création,
but by him the wo.ds were made
and crealed. How many we know
not, for it has not been revealed.
suflice it to say, s great many
worlds were created b ilm. Why
by him ? Because he had the birth-
right, he Leing the oldest of his
father’s family, and this birthright
enlitles: him, not only to create
worlds, but to become Lhe redeem-
er of those worlds; not only the
redeemer of the inbabitante of Lhis
our earth, but of all the others
whom he created by the will and
power of his Father.

But says one, ‘“By thal expres-
sion one would lufer that other
worlds have tallen as well as our
own, having doubtlesa been placed
in a state of temptation, and Iif so
it would be falr to presume that
there was a Garden of Eden to each
of these worlds,containing all kinds
of fruit, among which was the Tree
of Knowledge of good and evil, and
that they became fallen preciaeiy in
the same mauner as ours did, and
consequently they would need a
redeemer; and, therefore, the people
of these worlds would be redeemed
and saved according Lo their dill=
gence and faithfulness in keaping
the commandments of God?” Have
you not read in the first chapter of
ienesis of two persous appearing on

this earth befors man was made,
when one who was God said to
the other, “Liet us make man in
our image.tafter our likeness?” Does
not that bespeak a pre existence of
another personage besldes the Al-
mighty? And have you net read
too in the same chapter that “God
created man in his own image;
male and female created he them?”
When? It issaid to have been on
the sixth period, or, according to
King James’ translation, “on the
sixth day.” Do you mean to say
we were all in existence un the
sixth day” Yes. But on the seventh
day, we are told in the following
chapter, ““‘there was not a man to
till the ground.” Is it not very
singular that all should have an
existence on the sixth day and on
the following day there was not a
man in existence totill the ground?
Why not? Because mau was not
yet placed in this temporal crea-
tion, but he had an existence then
in heaven,where we were begotten.
You and I were ‘nrasent. when this
world was created and made, you
and [ then understood the nature
of its creation,and [ have no doubt
that we rejoiced and sang about it.
Indeed, the Lord put a very curious
question to the Patriarch Job apro-
pos of this. He sald to him,
““Where wast thou when 1 laid the
foundation of the earth?” Where
wast Lhou ““whea the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy?"’
Bupposing Job to be living now,
and this same question put to him,
and supposing too that, instead of
answering it himself, he were to
seek to the learned Christian world
for enlightenment on the aubject,
what do you think weuld be the
nature of the answer he would re-
ceive? It would be, in effect,*“Why,
Job, when the Liord lald the foun-
dation of the earth, you had no
existence, for you were not born.”
Why did not Jeb so answer the
Lord? It was because he under-
stood somelhing about man's pre-
vious estate. He was wise in mak-
ing no reply to the Lord, for doubt-
less he felt himself unable Lo do so.
But we find that Moses under-
stood the subject, for at the time
the children of Israel transgressed
he and his brother Aaron fell upon
their facea beforev the liord, and
Moses, pleading with great wer
and faith in behalf of the children
of Israel, used these worde, *O God
the God of the spirits of all flesh,’
ete. He understood that God was
the Futher of our spirits, and he
addressed him as such. [ think
too that the apostles in ancient
days must have had an idea of the
pre-existonce of man, judging from
a certuin question waiceh they Pul
to the Saviour. It is said that “as
Jesus passed by, he socw & man
which was blind from his birth.
Aud his disciples asked him, say-
ing, Master, who did sin, thiz man,
or his pareunts, that he was born
blind?”

Let us now consider this question
in ¢counection with present modern
ideas, and we shall at once perceive
how utterly foolish it will appear.
To state the
words we might say, Master, was
this man born blind because he
had sinned? The very nature of
this question would indicate, to
those even who do not believe in
the principle, that this blind man
bad an existence before he was
born into this world, and that he
was capable, oo, of cemmitting sin.
To show yet more clearly that the

rinciple of man’s pre-existence is
ounded oa bibli authority, I
will quote you of the Baviour’s

]
»

er to the Father, just prior to
E.{:':Icrucmxlon — Ajnd now, O
at

c:.’lod thou me with thine
own with the glory which I
had with thee before
Here we find Jesus actually refer-
ring to the time he dwelt with his
Father before he took upon him-

also says, “For I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will
but the will of him that sent me.’
He came down from the

other occasion, while add

[ say unto you, before A m
was, [ am.”
Jirst-born of every creatu and
consequently the eldest
Father’s family.

Imve a pre-exiatence as
First Born? He was born
to man in the fleah, and why!
his younger have a
lar birth with him in the spirit ?
But now this carries up | fu
, and Invites us 1o
it LT
whom we in

who were born upon our earth be-
fore the body of flesh and bones

How is it, then, that he is our El-
We must go back to

uestion fairly in other

world was.”

self a body of flesh and bones. He

3
and abode of his Father. Oa an-
the Jews, he says, © Verily, verily,
braha
He was, in floe, the
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not yet appear what we ahall ¢, bul we
know that when e sball appear we shall
be like him." Our bodies will be glorified
In the eame manner s bils bhody ls; Lthen
we shall be Lruly o his lmage snd like
ness, for as he is Immortal, having a bod
of fesh and bope, so woe will be lmmorl
u.-uenh:g bhodies of flesh and bones,
/Ill we ever become GodsY  Let me rofer
you to the answer of Lhe Saviour te Lbe

ther among the great family of |Jows when accused of blasphemy becadse
apiita” 1% becarme oy bisvieh- |2 it Rt fhe bos ot Gty Syt
ght, the great Creator. God, |y ire gods® If ye called them gods, un:

to whom the of God came. a
s¢riptures eanmnol be broken.'
clearly proves to all Bible belisvers that
thla world, in our Imperfoat lhl.a 1
the children of God, we ara des

we keep his commandments, to grow la
intelligence nnlil we finally bocoma liko
God our Father, By living according to
every word which proceeds from the
mouth of God, we shall attaln to his like-
noss, Lhe same us our children grow up
und become lke their parents; and, ha
cbildrea through d nce sttain to the
wisdom and kdowlzuge of their parenis,
80 Ay we attaln to the knowledge of our
Heavenly Parents, nod 1f they be obedient
lo this commsndment Lhc{‘wlll pot only
be called the aona of God, but ba gods,

In the 1st verse of the 1ith chapter of
Revelations we are told that John saw one
hundred and forty-four thouaand L
standing with the Lamb upon Mount Zi-
on, and they had & peculiar name written
in their foreheads—even their Father's
name, hiin woom we eall, In our langua
God. Then thore will be written upen tho
foreheads of these hundred and forty-four
thousand this inslgnls, the Father's name,
and they will be gods; and they will asso-
clate with him as do the Father and his
Only tten, that is, the only son begot
ten In the fesh.

From thlsa we can draw the conclusion
that God, Our olernal Eather, who s a
apiritual being, bhas a body of flesh and
bones, the samce as his clilaren will have
after Lhe resurrection.

Says one, te carcy it ont stlll further,
“If wao become gods and are glorified like
uito him, our bodies fashioned like unto
hils most glorlous body, may not he have
passed through s mortal ordeal as wo mor-
tals are now dolug? Why wol? 1[0t s
necessary for na to oblain experience
through the thinga that are presented be-
foro us In this life, why not those beings,
who are already exalted and beeome gods,
obtain their experience in the same way?
We would find, were we to carry this sub-
Jeet from world to world, from our world
to another, even to the endless ages of
elernity, that there never was n time buat
what there was a Father and Son. In
other words, when you entertain Lhat
which is endlcss, you cxclude the idea of &
flert boing, a first world; the moment you
admit of a first, you llmit the idea of end-
ices. The chain itself Is endles:s, but each
link had its l:eglllmha 3

Says one, “This ls Incomprehensible.”
It may be so in some rospects. We can
ldml'.I though, that duration is endless,
for it Is lmpoasible for man to conceive of
a llmit to it. If daration is endless, there
can never be a first minute, a firsl hour, or
firat period; endless duration in the t
Is made upof a continuation of endless
succcasive momentsa —it had no beginning.
Preclsely so with regard to this endless
succeasion of personages; there never will
be a time when fathers, and sons, and
worlds will not cxist; neither was there aver
a period through all the past ages of dura-
tion, but what there was a world, and a
Father and Son, a redemption and exalta-
tion to the fulness and power of the God-
head. This 1s what Jesus ?mycd for, and
hie did not llmit his prayer to his apoatles,
tut he sald, “Neither pray 1 for
alone, but for them also which shall eve
on me Lhrough their word; that they all
may be ene, as thou, Father, arl In me,
nmi‘l I in thee, that they also may be one In
us.

But, says onc, ““Docs not that oneness
mcan one person?’ No: Jesus meant
that those who belleved In him through
his servants might be able to come np
that fulness and glory and power and ex-
altation which he inkerited, even to the
fuloess of the eeluullglory. to bo crownod
with God the Eternal Father, and with his
Only Begotten, to be made equal, as It
were, with them, in power and dominion;
agrecing with some modern revolations
God has glven through the Prophet Jos-
eph Smith., He said all they that reccive
this Priesthood, that is, those who receive
the testimony of theservants of God, they
recelve me; and whosoever receives me, ro-
celves my Father; and whosoever reccives
my Father, recelves my Father's kingdom;
kingdom wherenpon all that my Father
hath shall be given ‘@ him. This isa glo-
rious promlise, to be joint heirs with the
Son olp(iud in the Inheritance of all thin
even the fulness and glory of the Celes
world, their bodlea cventually to become
glorified, spiritnal bodles of flosh and
bones, the same as God the Father.

Before this earth was rolled Into exis-
tence we wore his sons and daunghters.
Those of his children who prove them-
selves during this probatlon worthy of ex.
altation in his presence, will beget other
children, aud, precisely according to the
same princlple, they too will become fa.
thers of spirits, as he Is the Father of our
spiritsa ; aud thus the works of God are
one elernal round—creation, glorification,
and exaltation in the celestial kingdowm.

How many transformations this ecarth
had before it receivou [ta present form ef
creation, I do not know. Geologists pre-
tend tosay that this carth must have ex-
lsted many milllons of years, and this
asseriion !s geoerally made by men who
do net Yelieve Ia God or the Bitle, to dls-
prove the history of Lhe creatlon of Lhe
world, aa given by the prophet Moscs. We
will go farther tLan oglsts dare toEtt.;,
and say that the materials of which the
earth is com d are eternal, they never
had a begioning, they will never have an
end.

What Is mcant hy croation? Hau:ly
orgauization. In six days, weare told,
GGod created this world, also every living
thing that then cxlsted, DId he create
any of these thinge out of notlhing? Did
the materials then originate? Nao, there
1a nn Seripture to be found within the lids
of the Ou' and Mew Testament, or Book
of Mormon, or Doetrine and Covenan
or in any of the revelations of God, ancien
or modern, that cven Intimateos such a
thing, for sach was not the ease; but go
to the creods of men and you will find
thesoe things taught. [ was taught Lhem
in my youth; Lhey were inst into my
young miud, and of coursa 1 believed
them. But as I malured in ycars and
thought, espccially after I began o study
the Iletrew 1 age, I Jearned that the
malerial of which this earth was made
always did exlst, and that it was only an
orgamization or formalion which took

lace, during tbe Umie spoken of by

o8cs.

How many travsformalions Lhis earth
passcd through lwefore the oue spoken of
by Moecs, | donot know, nelther do 1
particularly carc. If It had gone through
millions on millions of iransformations,
It is nothing te us. We are willing, for
the sake of arguwmeul, to admit Lthat the
matcrials themsclves are as old as geolo-

sls dare to say they arc; but thea that

oes not destroy 1he idea of & God, that
docs not destroy the ldea of agreat Crea
tor; who, arcording to certain fixed and
unalterable laws, broughl these materials,
from lime Lo lime, into a certain
tion, and then by his power
the worlds Lhat were Lhus made, by
ing thereon intelligent and an
i capahle of thinking and
er: and then
resaons, destroys Lheir ecarthly ewlst-
ence, nutil finally he exalts them from

nd the
This
n
{
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be-
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vernment of God's kingdom will be roy
ncted ln prder and on the etonn weol
plos of rightecusuess

The Twelve Aposiles wono wo. :
by Jesus and who minlstered In Lis na
whille they tarried on the earth, will wif
upon Lwelve thrones hereafter, aud judy
he twelve Lilbes of Isracl. There will @
nothing lotangible or etherlal about tl
thromes, thoy will be just as real as any
Klugly tbhrone of the earth. Awnd b
twalve & will rule over Lo Lwoiv
tribes of Isruel for the space of & thouwn
years, having, as they will have, the
celestinl bodios, and they will cst un
drink st the table of the Lord, e wil
be bhere alsa, be will be Klug of kluge, 1<
fore whom all must bow, all mus!
knowledge his powor—and that will

of & thousand ,care.

by n:I by, when the e comes Lo
this oarth to die—for there has boen w
groat deal of wiokedness hore—=3=atan
will be loosed Lo go forth agzaln to doccive,
for there will s I somue of the Salnls
mortal, who will be subject to templation,
and even Satan will not only try to do
celve the morinl Salnts; bul he will enther
togethver hils armlor arvound the camp of
the Saints,

Then another Wme comes, when a groat
% hite throne will appoar, and Lo who gits
thoroon will be glu!llmu In Lis majesty aud
power, from before whose fuce the ocarth
will e away and no place be found for 1%,
Will he annibllate itY No, nota particle of
tho earth will be annibilated, not a parti-
cle of the earth was ever origlaated, con-
scquently neta particlo of it will go out
of existonce; but 1t will flee away to s
original element, ln the same wanner as
the human body would were U burned st
Lthe stake. The clements weuld be dif
fused among origlial matter, so with the
elements of our oarth when it undergoes
ita ebhange, John was not satisfled with
only seeing Lhe earth pass away, but he
shw sllll further, even uotil he behold o
new heaven and a now earth, for, sald le,
the first heaven and the ficst cazth vere
passed away, and there was no more sca.
Again, he testifies further, saying, *And
[, John, saw Lthe holy city, now Jerns -
lom, coming down iroem God. out of hea-
ven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And 1 heard a great volco out
of heaven saylng, Behold the tabernacle of
God Is with men, and hoe will dwell with
thom, and they shall be his people, aud
God bhimsolf shall be with them, and e
thelr God. And God shall wipe away all
tears from thelr eyos; and thero shal! Le
no moroe death, neither sorrow, norerying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former Lhings are passed away. Aundd
ho that sat upon the throne eald, BoLold,
Imake all things new."

This eroation, when made new, will be
inhabited Ly Immortal bolngs, who will
no more be subject Lo death, consequently
thero will bo no more paln or sorrow, no-
thing to mar thelr peace or to prevest
them from entering luto the fulucss of
happiness and joy.

‘his, I say, ia the destiny of this carth,
and the Lord has told us that the time s
nigh at hand. In other words, this ls the
last dispensation, and we are prepariog
for the work of the Mllenninm. \Whon
the Lhausand years are passod, the carth
will be made new—It will Lthen becoo a
heaven, the habltation of the former and
Intter-day Salnts, as well as all they who

rove themaelves faithlful whowlll be bom

urrng thoe Millennlum. llow long will
they lnhabit it? For ever,
hen I was a boy, nineteon years old, 1
firat saw Joseph Smith; Iattended u Con-
ferenca of the Church of Jesua Chirlst of
Latter-day Salnts, on the 24 January,
1841, At that Conference the people de-
sired him to Inquire of the l.nnl for thew,
they ware anxlous to know his mind und
will. They were at that time compnra-
tively few In number, not belng more than
two hundred. Joseph Smith sat down al
a table and recelved a great revelatlon,
which Is now contalned In this Book of
Doctrine and Covenanis. I'art of it, In
relation to a land of promiss, reads as
followa—"‘And I will give It unto you for
the land of your inberitance, if you ecok
It with all your hearts; aud this shall be
my covenant with yon, ye shall have It for
the land of your Inberitance, and for the
Inheritance of your ehildren for ever,
while the earth shall stand, and ye shaull
poasess it agaln in eternity, vo more to
away."

When [ sat and heard that revelalion,
as It was uttered by the prophet Joseph,
and wrilten by lls scribe, flhuugh‘l to
mysclf, that Ia a voery curlons dotirine,
for I had not then Jearncd that this earth
was 1o hecome our future howe and hea-
ven, and 1 did not think Joseph Smith
knew it. But It seemed 80 curlous Lo me
to bring myself to believe that the fornd
was golng to give us part of this earth, Lo
possesa it, and our chlldren alter us,
while time should last, and to retaln It
through all cternity, never more Lo pass
away. This was ro different from any-
thing I had been taught, I was utterly con-
founded, to think that my Father In
beaven would come and live Eerﬂ on this
earth! But when I came to read the
Bible on this subject and found how nu-
marous the rmgu were promising that
the Sainta should inherit Eho earth for-
cver, 1 was perfectly astonished that [ had
never thought of it before. *'‘Blessed aro
the meek," says the Saviour, *‘for they
sball Inherit the earth.” The meck bave
been driven Into the dens and mountains
of the earth, having had to hide themselves
u[re from their lreneeul.on. while the
wicked, the proud and the haughty have
inherited the earth. Yet here ia a promisc
that the meck shall Inherit this ecarth,
which all of course would readily admit
has vever had ita fulfillment. Then agsin
I was still more confirmed of the truth of
this doetrine when finding olher corrobor-
ative passages. David, for Instance, In
his 85Tth Paalm, says, *‘Tko wicked shall
be eut off. The toous shall Inherit the
land, and dwell reon for over." [ po
back to the Books of Moses, and there as-
coriain Lbhat the carth s promised to the
Salnts forever. 1 ceme o the Acts of the
Apostles, whereln Lthe marlyr Stephen, ln
anawering the charge of blasphemy, tells
of Ahraham, how he cawe to leave bls own
ounnlr{ and how that the Lord had pro-
mised him & land for an inhoritance which
*‘he would give to him for a possosslon,
and to his sced after him,"” and yct he
never posscssod any of lL‘ ‘“ne, not se
much as Lo set his feol on," and this same
promise wis confirmed to Isaac and Jacob,
And when I read in the Revelutions of John
about the now song Lhat e beard them
sing In heaven about their coming back to
the ecarth (Rev. v. 0, 10), l was fully con
firmod that the new revelation was from
God. One portion of Lhe song whick John
heard the angols sing war, “For thou was!t

1

blood out of every kiudred, and tonpue,
and people, and nation; And barl madeus
unto our God klogs and prices: and we
shall relgn on the carth.”

How very plain it Is whon we ouce loarn
abont our future heaven. Wodo not huye
to pray, according to the Methodists, for
the Lord to take us 1o aland beyoud time
and space, the saluls sccure abode, IHow
inconsistent Lo Jock fora beaven heyand

¢ The heaven of the Salnts s some-

r we ean look forward to ln the con-
fident hope of realizing our Inheritances
and eojoying them forever,’when the earth
becomoes sanclified and made maw. And
there, as here, we will epread forth and
mult our children. How long®* For
blernity. What, resurrogted Baluts Lave

ren? Yes, Lhe same as our God, who
Is Father of our 8o you, \f you
are fsithlul to the will beoeme fathers
sons and da whioh will be
As lonpmerable as Lhe sands upon Lhe sea
shore, &ﬂn be your ehlldren, aud you

2‘ mE fathers, the

If, therefore, it be now admitted | (101 former condition and them ther is Mmme '4'
that our Mm had a previ-{ celestial una:un e Mgy e will pm::mum::n +
ous existence with the Father, why ours; | all ihe vant of elernity, the same as
should it be thoughit unreasonable « | we will beloug to our Father's klugdom,
that the rest of the hulz ml. | Xie that receiveth my Fathor, says the

. T

. reostveld wy Father's kingdom
i St Pt el
'Y a

' we are 1o become j
to the inberit-
the worlds that are made,
the power of 1
eaus, after bis resurroction, we
mount up and pass from
y wot be

world .
SRR
{are , for s not on

slain, and hast redecmoed us to God by thy |

N®. 33.
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A Sure Curg _fgr the Piles

A sure caee for the Rlind, Bleed-
ing, ltehing aud  Ulesiatod  Plles
hins been discovered by e Wiam
(tan  Indian remedy), oalled Dr.
Willinm's Indian Ointment, A
single box has cured the worst old
chronie cases of 25 and 30 years
stannding. No one need sufler flve
minutes after nl-]-l‘ring this won-
derful soothing medicine. Lotions,
instruments and electuaries domore
harm than good. Williams' olut-
meont supporta the tumors, glves
instant and painless relief, and Is
prepared exclusively for Piles, and
nothing else,. For cerlificatea of
cures and Mall directions for use, see
lmge cliealar around each box,
Hold by all the leading druggilsts
and country storekespers every-

where, Ask for De, William's In-
dian Olntwien! and take no =ubstl-
Luale.

-

Consumption can be Cured.

Htundard Steam Laundry OfMee,
Cleveland, O, Uet. 80, 1875,
DR FRAZIER, Dear Sir: I feel
itaduty I owe to suflering human-
ity to write you, siating the won-
derful benefit I have derlved from
the use of your Life Syrup and
Strengthening Ileoot Bltters. For
some time 1 was sorely afflloted
with a cougly, raising bad stufl,
with cvery sympltom of belng =
confinmed  consumptive, 1 tried
different medicines and cures, with-
out finding rellef; I also consulted
three of our most prominent Cleye-
land physicians, the last one of
which pranounced my caso serlous,
aud informed me 1 could not live
more than a few months, About
this time, hearing of your wonder-
ful snceess, T commenced taking
your Life Byrup for the lungs, in
connection with your oot Billems,
and at once was benefitted, and
after using the medicine some two
months, 1 find myself entirely cur-
ed. 1 this statement of my case
can be of any service to you in
bringing your medicines to the no-
tice of the suflering, my object Iu
writing this note will be attained,
for 1 tirmly believe my Jifo has
been saved by your treatment.
Sighed, TORRENCE DUNN,
Sold by all druggists everywhere,

Dr. G, \W. Fracler, proprietor,
Cleveland, Ohlo, Clrenlars malled
froe,

Y- Liodbe, Mits & Co., Agents,

Balt Lake City, d

ALLCOCK’'S

POROUS PLASTERS.

Ve Ask for ALLCOCK'S, nnd eb-
taln them, nrd so aveld miserable

imitations.

B. BRANDRETH, Prest.,
Gitice, 20 Cannl St., New York,

wis

BAVIS, HOWE & Co.

FOUNDRY & MACHINE
S EAOR,
SUCULESORS T0
NATHAN DAVIS & BSONS.

All Kinds of Milling and Minlug
Machinery, Wrought and Cast
ronwork, manufaetured
to order.

Walcry Jackot, Tuyers.
“\lnl Fots amd
Hulllonm Meon
i rnmes

HWWL
Uar aud

Axios, ote., wte.
Also Brasa Work of all descriptions.

First West Bireet,

NEAKR NORTH TEMPLR BT, & L. OITY
&1

D. L, SKIDMORE,
Prest & Treas.

C. =mu.
WESTERN oiL COMPANY,
RATLWAY NRO-MACTINERY /1S
CAR snd AXLE GREABK,
Ne. 819, Iu'? Iz'll'l‘. §Y. Lovis.




