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THE FINAL TEST

(A TRUE STORY)

s Rrstrred

“You say

w that whelp

“Ion’t you go for to gel
th her, and I'll tall you about
keep cool.
The younger man released hi
away & few steps, struggling to
oti, Tom. I'm all right. Where were they 4 " ’ [ . . ™
“Why, I was coming nlong by the Moore planin W - i W .. - A - . L 2 4 « (v * g S ik . . : -
tion along mbout nine s'clock, | reckon. That . X \ { _ ! ._'- el Y = e = b s L ) "M - J l,l\(()‘\ o (‘}\] \ !)' | La
whlle you wus away In Loulsville, I joss | \ o\ N \ LT 5 N ; : ) . ‘ol PC y -5 e - e 4 ‘g 1 * Ahraligm 1 ’ "
to the house, easual like, and there was o biot of white b \ . ¥ ! 'p W & . - ;= = Aary v i { e . - ‘. honne o — o AN
againet the bushes over under the eycamores, Sguint
ing closs, 1 saw A dark figure nlongside i, Now, 1|

thought It wus Kinder strange, ‘canse that was wher

you used to sot and spark Diana, on the bench there,
and 1 Aldn't see what right any ane at all had to be on
that bench when you Was NWas

“Maybe you wouldn't have done It If you was ln my
plaee, Tom, but | wanted to make sure. Heore was
vou, Tom White, miles awny And here was soma
one, maybe not Mana Moore, but some one, setting

with a man. So [ ¢limbed over the fence and cowe

=

up close”
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“Well ™ Interrupted White Impatientiyr, as the other
pansed

“Well," resumed the other slmply, “it was Diana,

and the mau with her was Rarton Johnson.*

“After what he's done, after what she knows of
him! What were they saying, Steve? What olse?
Did they seem (o be friendly 7" asked White breatl

Jeaxly,

. ".

“Yes," sald Ashton Judiclously, "1 should sny they
was friendly. That's the trouble, Tom-—they was
altogather too friendiyr. 1 dldn't hear much they =ald,
but It was enough. And he was xelting a8 close as he
c¢onld get, with her head on his shoulder, and there
you have 10"

Ashton had distiked his (ask from the first, had gone
through with It, driven by & sense of obligation
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ogtgrowth of an almost paternal fondness for Whits
He had feared an explosion, Lt none came. White's
eariler exclicinent had passed. A sudden and strange
composure possesscd blm, He sought a ehalr quledly wehiind, breatls
and faced his old frioond Ashiton, rendered quite pimend §
uneasy by this forelgn reseryo as be would have been . :

hy the frenzy be had feared. A4 not break the sil o g by

ence

for some winales. Then e songht clumsily to lend a withilruwal

i llenge was the ouly possilde
“She's not worth It, L, and that's the truth, ) "ARE YOU READY :" HE ASKED, FINALLY seconds wet ":'\l.'-"' Il'
never apuld sep wheie Dinna Moore held a band to ... . 0 - lo nit to list - W o T
i do not care to listen to yo i 1 o L w worlds and Vil Luowed 4 IT n's cond ’ v
faced him deflanily . M
e S Nl Vanls s ailli - dhid “Listen.” he salil
sharp answe whien & Wi othing - N i - - - = rlght 1 have nolthing more to sa
ever good enougl for s DR B mite.  Bhs B ) 10pe you Inink 1 hinve me Tie mieans well by you and wsets
: . 1 i 3 sury be sbeald, that v
1””"' U Bul 1 shall wateh,” She |
hard nnd I SAAE > : A - == exclng wn nml moveme
that's Tra ; : 2 3 ' . W | tepx,  He taenesd back
White secmed not o nr W words 5 3 ) ; ek later Il was common report t
f the dlb ! r ‘ al tim hite eoouty that Dians Moore hsd Lirol
Have l—ever dune anyihiog | whint ghit Ly R pa : 4 . White anl) was to be tha

his ald

call you w was n

thing, pert

Kinve Wits tt
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Kooploug with Ds cotuluet Thi
1 wi lu ETavi s i " as that b ]||-|--|| Bhields & gan
Sy w| o dutsirwiine whbel should pay o
'ﬂu-. Wilbio Galf e bow talkod uily of b o




