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with under ground duets for tbe
artificial application of water to the
roots of tbe plants hy capillary attrac-
tion from below instead of through
surface ditches. That he raisee the
finest fruit in the Btate, and has fol-
lowed up his system for nearly ten
years, is evidence that he at least has
found something desirableju irrigation.

THE CITY TAX QUESTION.

THE opinion of City Attoruey Hallon
the tax question wiil be found in fullin
our report of the City Councll proceed-
inge. The gist of it is that in hia view
the Board of Equalization can only
make luquiry aud act upon the com-
plaints of taxpayers, and increase and
Tower the iudividual assessments and
make them equal with each other,

“That is an opinion as je an opin-
ion,” as Captain Cuttle would say.
According to this no assessment, bow-
ever too small, could be rajeed to male
it falr and just uuless the owner of the
property made complaiut about it.
How many complaints would be beard
about too low a valuation oo resal or
personal property? If the Eoard has
power to jucrease auy valuation with-
out a2 complaint from the property
owner, it bas also the power to lower a
valuation without a complaiut.

Buch a limitation of the power of
the Board is a mani‘est absurdity, and
would defeat the objuct of the charter
and the ordinances in this respect,
Which is to recure a just and fair as
well as  equitable sssessment of aill
property, realand personal.

The charter provides that the Board
‘*shall have power to alter, add to,
take from aud otherwise correct and
revise sald assessmeut roll.”> This is
1u the original Charter, and the law of
I888, which is mmendatory of it, pro-
vldea that it *“shall be construed to be
cumulstive and supplementary” to it,
pot in the light of a repealing statute,
What may tbe Council sittiug as a
Board of Equalization do, then, begides
hearing complaints and aoting upou
them? It miay “add to, take from, and
otherwise correct and revise safd qe-
#egement roll.?* 1t is not limited to the
individual complaints, as the A ttorney
eeems to thiuk, but ean correct and re-
vise the entire assessment roll,

Buppose the Assessor were to make
a general addition to last years valua.
tion of real estate and place it beyond
matketable viulue would the attorney
mean to msay that only the proper-
ty owners who made complaints
could galn redress? Where would be
the falroess and justice and eyualza.
tion in lowering the assessmeant on
8o me and not on others who were
equally Injured?
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It was srgued by the Mayor last |

night that the taxpayers who had not
vomplained were largely in the major-

that of obedience to those in nuthori(fiy in
the said Chureh, and who ate reputed by
them to receive frequent and direct rev-
elations from God, asto how the aflairs

ity and thelr silence showed they were | 01 government should be directed; and

satiefled with the
Fhat j& a great mistake
are hundreds of taxpayers who are
thoroughly dissatisfled and angry, but
they know by last year’s experience
that their complaints would be vain.
They did not want to be insuited,
soeered at and jeered by the Assessor
ot any other person and s made Do
complaint. The grievance is that real
estate has been placed at too high

assessment, | .40

bereas, A movement is now being

by these people, constituting this

"There | theocracy, to secure the admission of

Utab into the Union, as n sovereign State,
therefare, be it

Resolved, By the Patriotic Order Sons
of America of the Territory of Utah, that
we view with apprehensions of danger
this movement, and we call upon all
lovers of good government throughont
the United States of America to use their
utmnst inluence in every lawful and
gmper ulanner to postpone. hinder and

alay the admission of Utah into the
Union of States until such time as the
members of the uforesaid thencracy shall

vajuation genperally, considering the | be in a minority a+ rompared with tbose

state of the market, aud the eitizens
look te the @ity Council for a
remedy. It is a wholesule wrong
and needs a wholesale cut tn right
it. That the City Council has puwer

who do not believe in tbe union of church
and state; and be it further
Resolved, That it 18 our nnderstanding

|of this theocracy called the Mormon

Church that its faithful members verily
believe that church and etate should be
one and that oue the church, and it is onr

to relleve the taxpayers efther by = |®oltled conviciion that if this Terrktory

horizontal reduction of the assessment |

or by a reduction of the rate, auy smue
person can gee by reading jts chartered
powers.

Little technical
crabbed construction of part of the
lapnguage of the charter, may answer

the purpose of that pert of the Councill

that wants to retaiu the ex.
cessive revenue demanded, but the
whole purport and intent of

that instrument must be conaidered
inorder to arriveat a tull understand-
ing of Ita scope and the powers of the
Councll,

A reduction is required. The Counct!
has power to ke it general aud uni-
form. Let the work be done without
delay and if it is done wisely there will
be no difficulty in the way, but the
citizens universally will approve of the
ag¢tion.

UNPATRIOTIC RESOLUTIONS.

THERE iz an organfzatlon in tbis
country known as the Patriotic Qrder
RBous of America. It has branches or
‘‘campe’? in this elty, in Ogden and in
Park City. The Nationai Camp has
receutly been held in Philadelphia and
the following preamble and resolutlvns
were preseuted frem the Utah camp
aud adopted:

Whereas, It is one of the fundamental
prineiples of our order, that any unjon of
church and state can only be harmfulto

i the best intercsts of the citizen, as well as

subversive of all good government, and
therefore should be vigorously opposed
by all the Influence we can bring to bear
through the'Fower of assoclation; and
Whereas, The majority of the people of
this Territory of Uah, buve organized
themsaclves into a body called *The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints;" but whichis in et a dangeron
thoocraey which has always opposed the
dissemipation of American principles,
and has, for more than forty years, deniad
tho supremacy of the National Govern-
ment and its right to enforce the laws of
the land, and whose central prineiple is

shonld become a State, whilo they are In
the majority, they would strive so #ar as
possible to realize a state of arfairs where
the officers and leaders of their echureh
sbould be their temporal rulers as well
a8 spiritual ad visers, thus bringing about

pottering over a|ODe of the most serions evils that can

threaten any land. complete subordina-
tion of state to the church.

Wae therefore call upon all members of
the Patriotic Order Sons of America and
all lovers of our free institutions every-
where 10 exert themaelves in our bebalf
that thia deadly danger may beaverted.”’

This document was prepared in this
city, and the untruths it contains
emauated from the clique that ts en.
gaged in misrepiesenting the majority
of the people of Utah through every
available source. ln some quarters {ts
efforts bave &ignally fafled. And
wherever the facts are known it will
meet with the coutempt it dJeserves,
Among people who are still ignorant
of Utah and the **Mormons,” such
efforts as tbe foregolug may have the
intended effect for a while.

The preamble as adopted st Phila-
delphis is erroneous throughout. The
majority of the people of Utah have not
‘‘organized themselves? as stated. The
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints was organized in New York in
1830. It is Dot a theocracy,either dan-
gerous orotherwise,unless a Church can
be sy-called which has no connection
with or control of the Btate or any other
than ecclesiastical affajrs. It has never
denied the supremacy of the National
Uovernment in natlonal affuirs, but
has for one of ite fundamental doctrines
the duty of its members to obey the
constitutioual lawsof the land. It does
oot claim to direct,elther by revelation
or otherwise, any government but that
of the Cburch.

It is totally untrue that this alleged
theocracy i enyaged tu any move-
ment to “‘secure the adminsion of Utah
into the Union.”” The Church has
not expressed itrelf on the subject, nnd
it ie pot agitated except by the cligue



