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with under ground ducts for the
artificial application of water to the
roots of the plants by capillary attrac-
tion from below instead of through
surface ditches that he raises the
finest fruit in the state and has fol-

lowed up his system for nearly ten
years is evidence that he at least has
foundaund something desirable in irrigation

THE CITY TAX QUESTION

THE opinion of city attorney hall on
the tax question will be found in full in
our report of the city council proceed-
ings the ristgist of it is that in his view
the board of equalization can only
baabe inquiry and artact upon the com-
plaints of taxpayers and increasee and
lowerbower the individual assessments and
rakemake them equal with each other

that Is an opinion as is an opin-
ion as captainca

I1
pt an cuttle would say

according to this no assessment how-
ever too small could be raised to make
it tairfair and just unless the owner of the
property made complaint about it
how many complaints would be heardbeard
about too low a valuation on real or
personal property if the board has
power to increase any valuation with

f out a complaint from the property
owner it has also the power to lower a
valuation without a complaint

such a limitation of the power of
the board is amaa maa iestniest absurdity and
would defeat the object of the charter
findand the ordinances in this respect
jerbich ia to secure a jjust and fair as

yell as equitable assessment of all
feroperty real and personal

the charter provides that the board
shall have power to alter add to

takeoki from and otherwise correct and
saidamid assessment roll 212 1 this is

in the original charter and the law of
lifts1888 which is amendatory of it pro
ades that it shallhall be construedtrued to be
emulative and supplementaryto I1it
abt in the light of a repealing statute
what may the council sitting as a
board of equalizationequalisation do then besides
waringshearing complaints and acting upon
them it may add to take from and
otherwise correctcreot and revise said as-
sessmentses roll it is not limited to the
individual complaints as the attorney
deemsme to think but can correct and re
vee the entire assessment roll

suppose the assessor were to make
a general addition to last years valua-
tion of real estate and place it beyond
marketable value would the attorney
mean to say that only the prope-
rty owners who made complaints
ste gain redressdresere where would be
the fairnesslinessfa and justice and equaliza-
tion in lowering the assessment on

p we9 and not on others who were
equally injured

it was argued by the mayor last
night that the taxpayerstaxpayertaxpaye who had not
complained were largely in the major
ity and theirheir silence showed they were
sathsatisfiedfied with the assessment
imbatabat tola a great mistake there
are hundreds of taxpayers who are
thoroughly dissatisfied and angry but
they know by last years experience
that their complaints would be vain
they did not want to be insulted
sneered at and jeered by the assessor
or any other person andana so made no
complaintnt the grigrievanceevince is that real
stateestate has been placed at too high a
valuationalua tion generally considering ttheh
state of the market and the citizens
look to the city council for a
remedy it is a wholesale wrong
and needs a wholesale outcut to right
it that the city council has power
to relieve the taxpayers either by a
horizontal reduction of the assessment
or by a reduction of the rate any sane
person can see by reading its chartered
powers

little technical potteringlotteringpottering overlover a
crabbed construction of part of the
language of the charter may answer
the purpose of that part of the council
that wants to retain the ex-

cessive revenue demanded but the
whole purport and intent of
that instrument must be considered
in order to arrive at a lullfull understand-
ing of its scope and the powers of the
council

A reduction is required the council
hashas power to make it general aud uni-
form let the work be done without
delay andaind if it tois done wisely there will
be no difficulty in the way but the
citizens universally will approve of the
action

unpatriotic resolutions
THERE is an organization in this

country known as the patriotic order
soussons of america it hasbaa branches or

campscampo itiin this city in ogden aniland in
park city the national cosmcampP has
recently ideenbeen holdheld in philadelphia and
the followingflowingfo preamble and resolutions
were presented from the utah camp
and adopted

whereas it is one of the fundamental
principles of our order that any union of
church and state can only be harmful to
the best interests of the citizen as well as
subversive of all good government and
therefore should be vigorously opposed
by all the influence we can bring to bear
through the power of association and

whereas the magarimajorityty of the people of
this territory of utah havebalfre organized
themselves into a body called the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints but which i a in fact a dangerousdangerou
theocracy which has always opposed the
dissemination of american principles
and has for more than forty years denied
the supremacy of the national govern-
ment and its right to enforce the laws of
the land and whose central principle is

that of obedience0bedi ence to those in authority in
the said church and who are reputed by
them to receive frequent and direct rev-
elationselations from godgoa as to how the affairs
of government should be directed and

whereas A movement isin now being
made by these people constituting this
theocracy to secure the admission of
utah into the union as a sovereign state
therefore be it

resolved by the patrioticPari otic order sons
of america of the territory of utah that
we view with apprehensions of dangerbaneer
this movement and we call upon all
lovers of good government throughout
the united states of america to use their
utmost influence in every lawful and
proper manner to postpone hinder and
delaydelav the admission of utah into the
union of states until such time as the
members of the aforesaid theocracy shall
be in a minority as compared with those
who do not believe in the union of church
and state and be it furtherfarther

resolved that it is our understanding
of this theocracy called the mormon
church that its faithful members verily
believe that church and state should be
one and that one the church and it is our
settled that if this territory
should become a state while they are in
the majority they would strive so urfor as
possiblesible to realize a state of affairs wherehrthe officers and leaders of their church
should be their temporal rulers as well
as spiritual advisers thus bringing about
one of the most serious evils that can
threaten any land complete subordina-
tion of state to ththe churchwe therefore call upon all members of
the patriotic order sons of america and
all lovers of our free institutions every-
where to exert themselves in our behalf
thathat this deadly danger may be averted 11

this document waswag prepared in this
city and the un truths it contains
emanated from the clique that Isie en-
gaged in misrepresenting the majority
of the people of utah through every
available source in some quarters itsita
effeffortslorto have signally failed and
wherever the facts are known it will
meet with the contempt it deserves
among people who are still ignorant
of utah and the mormonscormonsMormons P such
efforts as the foregoing waymay have theth
intended effect for a while

the preamble taas adopted at phila-
delphia laIs erroneous throughout the
majority of the people of utah have not

organized vestasai stated the
church of jesusJ esus christ of latter day
saints was organized in new york in
1880 it is not a theocracy either dan-
gerous or churchachurcha can
be so called which has no connection
with or control of the state or any other
titanthan ecclesiastical affairs it has never
denied the supremacy of the national
government in national affairs but
has for one of its fundamental doctrines
the duty of its members to obey the
constitutional laws of the land it does
not claim to direct eitherelther by revelation
or otherwise any government but that
of the church

it is totally untrue that this alleged
theocracy is engaged IQin any move-
mentmen t to the admission of utah
into the union the church has
not exexpressed itself on the subject and
it is not agitated except by the clique


