
THE DESERET WEEKLY
the game I1 have known inin my exper-
ience where young people would wake
up in the night and get out of bed to
have a game of cards I1 believe that it
leads to evil and I1 do not think it a
good thing for our people to indulge in
to the excess that it has been and is
being indulged in throughout the
church at the present time we ought
to exercise our judgment and consider
the welfare of our children lorfor because
of this some have turned out to be gam-
blers we would not have to go far
to find such cases they have lost their
faith as well as their money and many
have died in disgrace I1 am not pre-
pared my brethren and sisters to con-
demndmn this amusement in toto but I1 say
where it goes to excess it is a bad thingsy
where people sit up to unusual hours
in the night to indulge in these games
I1 tell you it is a bad thing because the
wine and the beer have to be brought
forward that the players my be stimu-
lated to continue the game and when-
ever that occurs you may set it down
that it is wrong I1 believe we can run
to excess in these amusements that the
lord has kindly permitted us to indulge
in we can go to excess in round
dancing for instance it is all right
and proper for people to have social
gatherings and amusements but let us
see to it my brethren and sisters that
we do not go to excess in these things
when we do we grieve the spirit oiof
the lord andana it will take its departure
isand when it is withdrawn amen to
the priesthood or the authority of that
man behold ere he is aware he isis
left unto himself to kick against the
arickspricks to persecute the saints and to
fight against god doctrine and
covenants section and verses 37
and 38

we should be considerate in these
matters and look well after the welfare
and the proper training of our children
because we want to see them honorable
men and women in the earth our
hearts are swelled with joy when they
go abroad to preach the gospel and
they write back and tell how prosperous
they are and how the lord has listened
to their prayers what a joy it brings
to the soul of the father and mother and
kindred we ought to have an anxiety
in this direction instead of feeling
when our sons are called to go abroad

oh I1 dont know where to raise the
memeansnS now how to send him we
onoughtalit to feelfeeI1 like making every effeffortort
to send our sons agreeable to the com-
mandmentsmand ments of the lord I1 believe the
great majority of the people do feel this
way

the lord has called us to build up
zion and to establish his kingdom he
has called us to labor in the ministry
he did not call us here to aggrandize
ourselves here we have veterans be-
fore us that have labored a lifetime to
build up zion they have gone on
missions without food or raiment being
left for their families but god has sus-
tained them they have not labored
for the wealth of this world but thetheyy
have labored for the salvation of the
souls of men now god is honoring
them he is lifting them up before the
saints and the world and giving them
blessing and glory and eventually will
give them eternal lives and this will
be the case if we labor with all our
might to sustain zion and the work of
god I1 hope this may be our lot in the
name of lesusjesus amen

written ffor thie pappaper

THE WORKING IS SPREADING

the following letter to elder joseph
hall of ogden from elder thomasthomae
li cox who lais laboring among the
europeans in the new zealand mis-
sion will be read with much interest
it shows that the NEWS has
done much good in that distant sec-
tion

MILTON nownew zealand april
12 1894 1I have recently received the
papers news you sent and
am well pleased to note the prompt at-
tention you gave to the matter of ad-
vertisingver in the NEWS for sister eliza-
beth casto I1 have received a letter
from her with one enclosed for her
brother mr daniels in which she ex-
pressed her great pleasure at hearing
from her relatives of whom she had
known nothing for between forty and
fifty years on receiving the letter
from her I1 went immediately to the
house of her brother with the glad
news I1 found mr daniels sick in bed
but when I1 related to him the intelli-
gence I1 had received and gave him
the letter he could hardly contain
himself for joy he nearly leaped out
of his bed with the excitement the
following day hebe was up havlac for-
gotten hisbis illness and could be seen
around among hiebin friends relating to
them the joyful news he hadbad received
this is the fourth incident of the kind
wherein I1 have been the means of ren-
dering assistance to my followfellow men
where

1 I was the instrument of bringing
together long lost friends dudand relatives
ou my travels I1 have frequently met
people who have relatives in utahU tab at
our quarters in milton we are often
called upon by people otof this kind
and which often leads to conversations
on theathe principles of the gospel and
which has resulted in adding to the
list of our friends

when we go into a place and locate
it does not take long for us to become
widely known we have a sigosign
painted on cloth which we tack up
over the door of the place where we
locate ouon it is this inscription in
large bold letters latter day saints 9

headquarters meetings held every
wednesday and sunday commencing
at pm thus we soon become
extensively known we do a great
deal of traveling in all parts of the
country surrounding our beau quarters
and bold meetings wherever we go as
we gotget opportunities to do so

elder charles petersonPeter sou who is
laboring in this district hasbaa recently
returned from a trip through what is
known asaa the kiviat country
giving a fair report of bis labors iu
that of the missionary heldfield
he held a number of meetings on the
routesroute and he feels that much good can
be done in that section by active mis

labor A good feeling was ex
tended towards bimby all with whom
becamehe came in contact inI1 a stopping insin a
town called roxburgh he made the
acquaintance of an old gentleman called
captain john russell who gave a

very interesting history of himself he
saidsaia hebe had been a member of the
church shortly after its first organiza-
tion he said he hadbad heardbeard joseph
smith preach many times he said
also that be was with the saints when
they were en route for the rocky
mountainMo and were overtaken at

council bluffs by captain allenalien who
made the call for livefive hundred men
from the camp of the saints he said
he bemebecame a member of the mormon
Hatbattalion and marched to california
with them ilehe did not nogo back to the
saints when the battalion was dis-
chargedcb arged but became a traveler in the
world he had been engaged in many
occueoccupationsaiono among others that of the
slavelave trade he lain now a merchant

his mind has become dark concerning
the gospel but still he says if there laIs
any truth on earth thehe mormonscormons have
it

elder peterson alsoaleo gives a romantic
description of the scenery and facili-
ties of that country it is mostlymoistly noted
for its extensive gold fields many
princely fortufortunesneis have been washed
outboutotot the earth in those places and
carried away the principal work is
carried on by hydraulic power by
that process mountains are being re-
moved from their natural position and
the gold contained in the diet is separ-
ated there are hundreds of men
engaged in the business on a small
scale washing the dirt by hand using
for thebe purpose a pan that holds about
two gallgallonsgallinsins and it tois presumed thehe
miners are netting fair wages the
chinaman has also found his way to
those places and is coining cash out of
the leavings of his white brothers
that section of country is also noted
for its excellent farming facilities the
climate being more favorable than in
other parts it tois both warmer and
drier fruit raising there tois also aa
great success all the larger towns of

are supplied from there
but what we value more than the

natural productions of the place is the
disposition of the people towards us
it seems that wherever we KO the good
feeling that is extended towards us is
uniform and universal and from whatI1 hearbear the same disposition is mani-
fested towards the elders throughout
the world it would seem that the
time has fully come lorfor us to thrust in
our sickle and reap to labor with our
might to bring the people to the
knowledge of the gospel I1 have
been acquainted with the missionary
labors and have been in trusted with
them ever since the gospel was first
preached in nownew zealand about
eight years ago the european laborslabor
were discontinued on account of the
bitter feelings that prevailed against
thebe mormon people and the elderselder

were unable to accomplish anything
the work was then directed to the
conversion of the laorismaoris but things
have nownom taken another change theeuropean labor isin beginning to be re-
sumed I1 was the first elder that was
assigned to recommence the work and
I1 was sent down onto the island to
direct the labors of the ministry here
about one year and seven months ago
I1 can sayany that the work of the lord isi
progressing favorably we have
preached the gospel to thousands
andalad I1 feel with good results
we have been the subject of comment
by the newspapers some of them
have spoken fairly of us and some
have not but I1 am to know
that some of the ministers of various
denominations have spoken well of us

we are now the new
zealand winter again when the cold
chilly rains will descend almost un-
ceasinglyceasingly for several months the


