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" ress, and who have travelled and | have received through the preach-|has been organized out of the old| will do; and when such people come
DISCOURSH g 8

IPOSTLE. ERISTLS  SHOW.

At the General Conference, Friday |
afternoon, April Tth, 1882,

REPORTED BY . F, GIBBS,

I regard the mission of the Lal-
ter-day Saints as the most impor-
tant that has fallen to the lot of man
because we, as the people of God,
live in the most important period of
the world’s age— he dizpensation of
the fulness of times, in which the

God of beaven has set His hand a |

second time to recover His people,
the house of Israel; to lay the foun-
dation of the fulfilment of the
promises made to the fathers
through Moses and the Prophets,
and to bring to pass the covenants
made with Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, ond those made with Joseph
the son of Jacob concerning his
- seed. The Bock of Mormon gives &
brief history of a pertion of the
house of Joseph who came to this
Jand from DPalestine, their native
land; and it not only gives an ac-
count of this people but it foretells
their future. A great future lies be-
fore this people in connection with
the Latter-day work.

Our mission 8 not & mis.
pion of bloed; it is not =a
mission of war, of strife or conten-
tion, but a mission of peace on
earth and good will.to men; a
mission to bring life and salvation
unto the children of men who will
- recelve it; & mission to make known
the things that God has revealed for
- the happiness, glory and exaliation
of His children, both in this world
and the world to come. And what
God has revealed to us, which we
call our religion, is not only theoreti-
cal but eminently practical, =1t
could not be otherwizse and be the
Gospel of life and salvation. A
religion that is exclusively theoret-

eal, thatl is merely a matter of faith

producing no legitimate works or
fruits of that faith is dead. .There
are many dead forms of religion in
the world; and =28 a matter of
course they sare without force and
effect. . But the Gospel of the Son
of God revealed anpew from heaven
in our sge and time, and which His

le nave espoused, is a living
saith producing in ils volaries its
legitimate fruits—love, joy, peace
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however,

hands. In this respeocs it is with
us as it was with others who pre-

ceded ue; =ome of the sced has fal-
len by the way side, producing little

effect in them that received it; some

has fallen in stony places, snd a8

anciently, such rejoice for the time
being, but alaz! when tribulation or

persecuiion arises, there having not

much depth of soil, are eazily up-
rooted. BSome again has rallen
among thorns, and the cares of tLhe
world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it becomes un-
fruliful. Bui blessed are those who
break up tbe fallow ground of their
hearts, thereby; preparing them-
gelves by suifable reflection, medi-
tation, humility and prayer, over-
coming the evil that is in them by
the good, that the seed when sown,
may take deep root and spring forth
and bear precious fruit, some thirty,
some 8ixiy, and some one hundreq
fold, aecording to the depth of the
soil and the strength and culliva.
tion of the mind.

I sald our religion was eminently
practical, as true religion canunot be
peparated from f{rue praciise. It
teaches us to visit the fatherlessand
the widow in their afflietion, and to
keep ourselves unspotted from the
‘world; it teachea charity and love
one toward ancother, and +to
assist (o bear each others
burdens, and bke one in Christ
Jezus, Just before the Bavior was
offered up upon the cross He prayed
to His FFather in behalf of His disci-
ples and these who should believe
on Him through their ministrations,
tbat they might be one with Him
as He was one with the Father,

Now it is quite a fine thing in the
estimation of the Christian world to
preach aboul Jesus and His doc.
trines; but when it come to practice
it is quite another thin%a One of
the main objects of the Latter-day

Salnts p1is to beeamse united, both
spirifually and teﬂlfaorally. The
ciergymen of America who have
been foremost In working up the
late furore against the “*Mormon®!
people, who have meft in solemi
conclave and diclated resolutions
and gotien up memorials to Con- |

| ter-day Saints, Their general de-

e €x- | racy
amples of that living faith to the
evtent that God regquires at our

isited the noted cities as lecturers
whom may be muntinneci
the celebrated Parson Newman and
the celebrated—what shall I say?—
well, Mr. Schuyler Colfax, and
others, have aroused the nation and
moved the members of Congress to
hostile legislation against the Lat-

claration has been that polygamy
—though polygamy was the warcry
—was not to be dreaded like ‘“Mor-
mon” unity, They term it priestly
infiuence, or the influence of the
¢““Mormon” heirarchy. In reflect-
ing upon this declaration which
was freely expressed on numerous
occasions during last winter and
spring, in the tirades made against
e Latter-day Saints, it has caused
some curious reflections. What
would have been the result if the
Methodists, the Presbyterians, the
Baptists and all the prominent de-

true disciples of Christ, and had
come under that rule laid dowa in
the Savior’s prayer—if they had all
become one in Christ as He was one
with the Father? What would
have been the result? Methinks
things would be very different in

ing of the Gospel and through
obedience to its requirements, has
s0 far made their hearts as one caus-
ing them to see eye to eye, and to
gather together upon this land of
Joseph, that they might learn more
fully the ways of the Lord and walk

Christian unity which the Bavior
prayed for, And this appears to be
the head and front of our offending.
Polygamy is ostensibly the cry; but
what reflecting man that is posted
in the history of the times, believes
that this hes a particle of influence
upon our statesmen? They admit,
according to their own showing,
that there is more immorality, de-
pravity, . whoredom, and the
terrible consequences of the social
evil in one of the great cities of the
Union in a single year than has
been in Utah ever since it has been
founded., They know this full well,

nominations of America, had been | They know that we are a people of
energy, of Industry and honest la-|

bor, a people who do not labor with
a view and desire to build ourselves
up at the expense and ruin of our
neighbors; but a people who labor to
gather from the elements around uvs,

producing the comforts of life for

the history of American govern-

We will refer, for example, to the
condition of things'prior to the late
civil war, and about the time the
republican pearty incorporated in
their platform at the PPhiladelphia
convention in 1856, the celebrated
plank known as the twin relics—in
which they pledged themselves to
exterminate the twin relics, slavery
and polygamy-—what was the con-
dition of the religious sects of Amer-
iea at that time? Those who are fa-
miliar with the history of those
times will remember that prepara-
fory to that great struggle
which resulted in the great
civil war, there hae been a complete
separation and {wo distinct organ-
izgations of all the prominent seots
of America. The Methodist church
was divided into the Methodist
chureh north and the Methodist
church eouth; the Presbyterians
were divided into the Presbyterian
church north and the Presbyterian
church south; the Baptists,, the
Campbellites and the other various
gects were divided in like manner,
the Mason snd Dickson line, a8 it
was called, was the line of division
between the churchesnorth and the
churches southj and substantially
the same line marked ihe théd

con -
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and northern BStates during

various religious sects of America
that worked up the war. They di-

brought on the war. And when
the Northern and Southern arms
were marching against and slaying
each other by hundreds of thou-
sands, every regiment and division
of the army on both sides were
encouraged by the prayers and
Eeachiug of their respective chap-
ins of the various sects on both
pides, each praying for the success of
their armse, that each side might suc-
ceed in using up the opposite side.
Now imagine them, for amoment,
to"be the true disciples of Christ,
Ministers of the true and everlast-
ing Gospel holding power and
authority from Him., What wonld
have been the result if the Lord had
heard the prayers of the religious
elements of these two contending
parties? The only thing we can
think of as expressing the ides, is
the old fable of the Kilkenny cats,
which, it is said, fought each other
and devoured each other all but the
tails, and they began to jump at
each other. From the results one
would sup
the prayers on both gides to a con-
siderable extent. But it is too seri-
ous a matier (o be treated in a
ocoose slyle. And; yet, one can
ardly resist the temptation, it is so
ludicrous to tee people professing
the same holy religion, to'te follow.
ers of the meek and lowly Jesus
and His righteousness, and preach-
ers of His Gospel arrayed on each
side, stirring up the people to war,
urging themon, and praying to the

ersarms. Now I ask,is thisan ensam-
ple of Christian vanity euch as the
Savior prayed for, when He asked

the Father that all that should be.
lieve on Him through the words of
His disciples might becomeione
even as He and the Father were

one?

The Latter-day Sainis, as I have

before remarked, are far from being

a3 yet what the iﬂl'd regquireg them

to te. Buat that epirit which ac-

comipanies thefalness of the Gospel,

and which the Latter-day PBa nts !

ernment from what we now see,. |

the war, for the division commenec-
ed in the churches, and it was the

vided one against another, and

pose that the Lord heard

same God for thesuccessof each oth-!

ourselves and families, They re-
cognize in us a people who have
planted a flourishing commonwealth

desert, and made it ible to pop-
late the surroanding Territories.

In 1847 the standard of the Amer-
ican nation was planted on this
Temple block. I assisted in plant-
ing it; and many sround me;to-day
participated in those early scenes.
At the same time the country lying
westof the Sierra Nevada and be-
tween it and the Pacific Coast, was
held under the American flag by the
Mormon Battalion, who under Gen-
eral Kearney eaptured the Btate of
California from the Mexican gov-
ernment and held it for the United
States government until this coun-
try was ceded to the United States
by treaty, on the 22nd of
February, 1848. The stars and
Stripes were planted between the
FRockyMountains on the east and the
Sierra Nevadas west by “Mormon®
colonies, and west to the Pacific
coast by the ‘“Mormon Battalion,”
and the country held for the Ameri-
oan government. We proceeded to
the establishment and organization
of clvil government., This grest
basin country between the moun-
tains was incorporated into the State
of Deseret, a provisional government
was vrgauized for the State of Des

El"ﬂt, B 1opubliiawn svaciltasvil wWAas
framed ahd adopted by the people;
tha country was divided into coun
ties and precinets, local government
was organized, laws adopted and
delegates sent to Congress to ask for
admission into the Union, At the
same time the gold hunters were
flocking to California after the
| “Mormon Battalion” revealed the
first gold which they brought to
light while dragging Captain Sut-
ter’s mill race. Bome of the men
are still in our midst who brought
about these result-, who first reveal-
ed to the asionished worid the gold
of California, and who raised the
first furore, which resulted in thon-
gands flocking fo the Paciflc coast.

|

settlers upon that Pacific cosst
after the capture of that ceuniry
through the valor of the “Mormon”
Battalion was a ‘““Mormon” eco'ony
shipped from the New Xngland
States, who took with them a print.
ing press, and planted their feet
upon the bay of San Francisco, and
there issued the California Star, in
1847, which was the first publ:cation
in the English language west of the
Rocky Mountiains—the first free
press hailing the American flag and
proclaiming Awerican liberty, the
principles of free government; and
at the same time we planted a free
press in this cily whence was issued
the DESERET NEWS, proclaiming
those principles to all the world,
Both California and Deseret pre-
gented themselves at the same time
through their delegates, knocking
at the door of Congress, praying for
admission into the Union., The
prayer of California was accepted;
that of Deseret was rejected.
Jesus had occasion to ask this
question of the Jews: If s son
shall ask bread of any of you thet
is a father, will ye give him s stone?
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish
give him a zerpent? It might ill be-
come me perhaps, to apply these
weords to cur national government;
but the facts are that when we pre-
sented ourselves as the State
of Deseret, precisely on egusl
footing with ithat of Cali-
fornia with equally a demo-
cratic government and republican
constitution, both of which states

iIn His paths, and cultivate the g

in the heart of the great American | P

And, mark you, the flrst colony of

Mexican States of Upper California,
and which had ‘been recently
captured from the Mexican govern-
ment, and presented themselves to
Congress on equal footing; one was
accepted, the other rejected. In-
stead of granting to Dezeret a stale
overnment, Congress gave us &
territorial form of government under
the Organic aet of 1860. It is true
it extended to us certain rights of
self-government, but to a limited
extent. We had the right of repre-
sentation in the Legislative Assem-

|

the abeolute veto of a Federal
Governor; nor, indeed, is the abso.

bly, but thosge rights were clipped by |

among us we ask them not to s
themselves down and allow
gelves to be corralled by the ]
hypocrites that are fanning thej
fiame of persecution, and neve
come in vontace with the reopl
they desire to know aod understang,
Why is it that honorable me
should act as though they wen
ashamed to learn the truth? Why
is it they do not come and hear ang
see for the meelves both sides?

We are accused of disloyalty. Ws
are accused of being governed by
priesteraft and that we are subjedt
of the one-man power. Here Wwe
would pause and resyectfully say, iy

lute veto of a Federal Governor the

Legislature, Congress itsell reserv-
iug to itself a right to annul the
acts of the Legislative Assembly,
though receiving tho signature of
the Governor., But if the Governor

the language of Secripture, “Thoy

only veto held over the Territorial| hypocrite, first cast out the bean

out of thine owu eye; and the
shalt thou see clearly to castout thy
mote out of thy brother’s eye.” Wher
I would ask, could we look forg
more decidedly marked expression

chooses to withhold his signature no
matter how wholesome or necessary
the mesasure, it cannot become law,
nor would he be, under the Organic
Act, Le required to assign any reason
for it. The mere whim of & man,
a stranger to our country who has
but little, if any, practical knowl-
edge of our needs, and who himself
is not a tax-payer, probably may
deprive a whole community of peo-
le of their legal rights., Such is the
territorisl form of goveroment, not
of all Territories, for with the excep-
tion of Utah and New Mexico, this
absolule veto power does not existon
American eoil. Other Territorie« as
well as the Stiates, and the United
States, may, through a two-thirds
vote of their legislature, pass any
g easure over the veto of its execu-
tive.

But what does this signify? It
says to us, “we are not wiliing to
trust you with the rights and privi-
leges of self-government in common
with other American citizens; and
it iz deemed advisable that we
should hold this check upen youor
legislature.” But notwithstanding
we have been shut cut from BState-
hood, we have prospered and grown
into a flourishing cowmunify of
people. :

On several cceasions we have re-
newed our efforts by appealing to
Congress for the rights of self-gov-
ernment; bul on every cccasion we
have been put off. But we have
continued to prosper, and vet we
have received no ald from the
general government in e:tab-
lishing and maints=ining =schools,
AN ather nortinnea nf tha

country hbave. We have built cur

schoolsgand educated ovr children
a8 best we could. And here Jjet me
say that Utah will compare favor-
ably in educational matters with
any portion of the United States,
even the clder and richer States;
and while the number of children
is three times that of other popula-
tions, yet, they are all evjoying the
benefits of a common scheol educa-
tion at leas; and as the higher
schools are being established the
facil:ities for more extensive educa-
tion are accessible.

We have opened up farms and
established towns and cities over
this vast country, of 600 miles in ex-
tent. We have estabiished mill-
and have uccd the various
cereals and vegetables and fraits,
and raised the beef and mutton, and
the wool to supply onr factories, and
cotton, to manufacture to a con-
giderable extent, the clothing that
we wear; and we bave manufactur-
ed to a considersble extent our
farming imp/ements, and yet, we
are under the necessity of largely
impoziing manufactured geods. And
to-day Utah enjoys prosperity equal,
if notsuperior tvany other Tertitory
and, indeed, scme of the Waestern
State:,

Now these are facts patent to the
world. And with such facts can
they in their inmost souls lock upon
this people as a viclous people, or as
a wicked, licentious people, us a peo-
ple wo are infienced by worldy con-
siderations and fleshly lusts? Are
these the woiks of the licentious
and dissolute? We invite the peo-
ple of the United States to attend
our Sabbath-schoel Unions and at-
tend the public gatherings of the
people where they congregate; we

ble men and womesn of all clas-es to
come and visil us and learn facts as
they exist, instead of swallowin
greedily the maliclous ecalumnies
and misrepresentations set afoot
concerning us by those who kuow)
little or nothing about us; or if they
bave known anything about us, they
have sold themselves to the Devii

gchool-houses and maiotained our

|

| consent of the governed;” and upen

invite their sfat-smen and hopora-|

of the one-man power than in the
case we have recently had in Utah
in which the Governor gave the
certificate of eleciion to the man fo
whom the insignificant number of
1,300 wvotes was cast, withhold
ing it from the :ightfui represents
tive of the people for whom 18,000
votes were recorded. The persis
tency with which he and hk
friends, the enemies of this peopls
have sought to fasten this iraud up
on the people in this Territory, no
to say anything about the one-msan
power provided for in the organl
act. A federal governor, a stranget
at:nt nmunig us t:’ith an absolute ve
, possessing the power to wipe oul
the doings of a whole session g? the
ple’s representatives, '
I will further direct attention to
all reflecting men to the sccenes In
ths Benate and of the Housre of
rerentatives of the United States
when the Edmucods bill wes pul
thiough under what is ealled the
gag law of the previous question
cutting off amendments and limitk
ing debate. I will appeal to every
hone-t man—if there be an honest
politician in the land—by asking
Who among them possesses the n&
dom of speaking and acting only in
obedience to the party lash, and
what BSenator or Representative
dare try to alr his sentiments or
voie contrary tc the dictum of his
parts leaders? Shame upon them
when they talk about the exercise
of one-man power in Utah. If there
is a people upon the earth that ex:
ercise greater freedom of speech or

acticn than the Latter-day Saints,
I hoje and pray tLAT We may grow

un'il we become their equals at.
least,

Iuvery principle in our holy reli
gion tends to freedom, or in the lan:
guage of the New Testament, the
Gospel is the perfect law of liberty’
The rea=on that it is so, is because it
lifts the spirit of man above the law,
ory it other words, it teaches him to
work rightecusness and thereby es
cape the penalties of the law, and
enables him to enjoy that perfeel
freedom which Geod has ordained for
all flesh—the freedom to do right;
but there is no liberty ‘o do wrong
without incurring the penalty
| of that wrong-doing, therefore,every

oue who does wronyg must accept of
thie consequences of that wrong,and
may expect to suffer the penalfy
either in time or in eteinity., The
| Gospel then extends to us the free

dom to o right, and the laws of our
jcommon country used to extend
this right and privilege to its «iti-
zens. This was declared by the fath-
|ers in the famous Declaration of In-

dependence aud which was congoli-
dated by the fathers of the Const
tulion of cur country, which wss
one of the fruits of their great
struggie,

This famoug declaration enunciat-
ed the doctrine that “all just powers
of government are derived from the

this prineiple are the institutions of
our country founded; and it is only
through the guarantess of
this fundamental doetrine underly-
ing our institutions that there can
be any freedom. This declaration
of the fathers embodied in that
celebrated instrument, signed on
the4th of July, 1876, is the embodi-
ment of the principles of elvil and
reiigicus liberty, such freedem as
God has ever tanght and sought fo
establish among His children from
the beginning of the world. And
whenever there has been a

£ | who have listened to the volce m

they have been made free, and op-
pression has been a Etl‘&llgﬂ"l' to thetfl.
:thaugarafu! rﬂdﬂut of the Bible will
Ce perceive that everythio
which God , sought to :l?abl
among His people, tended to free-

long sinee, and they are of their fa-
ther the Devil, who was a liar from

the beginning, and his works they

dom and the enjoyment of the com-
mion rights of humanity., Neverdi
ancient Israel enjoy as free an




