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I1 regard the mission of the lat
ter day saints as thetho most impor-
tant that babbaa fallen to the lot of man
because we as the people of god
live in the most important perperiodod of
the worldsworidalda age the dispensationon of
the falness of times in whichh the
god of heaven has setbet hlahia hand a
second time to recover his people
the house of israel to lay the foun-
dation of the fulfillmentfulfilment of the
prompromisesea made to the fathers
throughahro ugh moses and the prophets
and to bring to passpas the covenants
made with abraham isaac and ja-
cob ond those made with joseph
the eonson of jacob concerning his
seed the book of mormon gives a4
brief history of a portion of the
house of joseph who came to this
land from palestine their native
land and it not only gives an ac-
count of this people but it forefofeforetellstolistOlls
their future A great future lies be-
fore thiathis people in connection with
the latter day work

our mission is not a mis-
sion of bloodeblood it is not a
mission of warweir of strife or conten-
tion but a mission of peace on
earth and good will to men a
mission to bring life and salvation
unto the children of men who will
receive it a mission to make known
the things that god has revealed for
the happiness glory and exaltation
ofrisof hiis children both in this world
and the world to como and what
god has revealed to us which we
call ourout religion is not only theoreti-
calcaI1 but eminently practical it
could not be othersotherwisevIse and be the
gospel of life and salvation A
religion that is exclusively
calacaical that iais merely a matter of faithfalth
producing no legitimate works or
fruits of that faion iais dead there
are manymahy dead forms of religion in
the world and aaas a matter of
course they aroarc without force and
effect but the gospel of the son
of God revealed anewadew from heaven
in our dgeuge and time and which his
people nave espouseespouseddj Is a living
taitu producing in uaits votariesvotaries its
legitimate fruits love joy peace
Vohoweveraveravarcwiglawwi WImaltithat weT aarnarmaheate anavino Lataltn rawex-
amples of that living faith to the
extent that god requiresrequire3 at our
hands in this reaped it iaIs with
uslisasas it was with others who pre-
ceded ueut somegome of the seeaseed haahas fal-
len by the way aideseideelde producing little
effect in them that received it some
has fallen in stony places and as
anciently such rejoice for the time
being but aiasalas when tribulation orpr
ferreperrepersecutioncution arkesarises there having not
much depth of soil are easily up-
rooted some again has fallen
among thorngthorns and the cares of the
world and thothe deceitfulness ofriches
chokochoke the wordordond and it becomes un
fruitful but blessed are these who
break up thothe fallow ground of their
hearts thereby preparing them
delves by suitable reflectionaction medi-
tationji humility andhud prayerprayers over-
coming thothe avilevil that laIs in them by
the good that the beedseed when bownsown
may take deep root and spring forth
and bear precious fruit some thirty
some sixtysisty and some onetine hundred
fold according to the depth of thetha
soil and the strength and cultiva-
tion of the mind

I1 said our religion was eminently
practical as true religion cannot be
separated from true practise it
teaches us to visit the fatherless and
the widow in their affliction and to
keep ourEoursourselveselves unspotted from the
world it teaches charity and lovejove
one toward another and to
assist to beatbear tacheatheach otherothersls
burdensbundens and be one in christ
jemsjesus just before thothe Savior was
offered up upon the cross he prayed
to his father in behalf ofhis disci-
plesloalosica and those who should believe
on him through ththointheirairoin ministrations
that they might be onoone with him
as hohe was onoone with the father

now it iais luitequite a finenine thing in the
estimation 0orthoalthothothe christian world to
preach about jesus and his doc-
trines but when it comocoma to practice
itlt Is quite another thing one of
the main objects of tho latter day
saints bisbibis to became united both
spiritually and temptemporallyoraby the
clergymen of america whogho have
been foremost in working up the
late furore against tho mormonmormon
people who have met in solemnsolema
coneconclavelavaJaVe and dictated resolutions I1

and gotten up memorials to con

gressgresa and who have travelled and
visited thetho noted cities as lecturers
among whom may be mentmentionedloneaionea
the celebrated parson newman and
the celebrated what shall I1 say
well mrhir schuylerhuylerBc colfax and
others have aroused the nation and
moved the members of congressCongreaa to
hostile legislation against the lat
ter day saints their general de
cl has been that polygamy

though polygamy was tbthothea war cry
was not to be dreaded like mor-

mon unity they term it priestly
influence or the influence of the

mormon heirhoirarchy in reflect-
ing upon thiathis decaratlon which
waswaa freely expressed on numerous
occasions during last winter and
gingzingspring in the tirades made against
tthee latter day saints it has caused
some curious reflections what
would have been the result if the
methodists the presbyteriansrians the
baptistsbaptistaats and all the prominent de-
nominations of america had been
true disciples of christ and badhad
come under that rule laid down in
the Savsaviorslorslorb prayer if they had all
become one in christ as he was one
with the father what would
have been the result Metmethinksbinks
things would be very different in
the history of american govern
ernment from what we now see
wowe will refer for exampleexamples to the
condition of to the late
civil war and about the time the
republican party incorporated in
their platform at the philadelphia
convention in 1856 the celebrated
plank known aaas the twin relicsrelies in
which they pledged themselves to
exterminate the twin reliesrelics slavery
and polygamy what was the con-
dition of the religious ejects of ameri-
ca at that time those who are fa-
miliar with the history of those
times will remember that prepara-
tory to that great struggleE

which resulted in the great
civil war there haeline been a complete
separation and two distinct organ-
izationsizations ofall the prominent sectsseats
of america the methodist church
was divided into the methodist
church north and the methodist
church south thothe presbyteriansrians
were divided into thetho presbyterian
churchburch north and the presbyterian

church south thothe baptistsbaptista the
CampbelDampbelllItesites and the other various
sectsbeets werevere divided in like manner
the mason ndprid dickson linelines as it
was called was the line of division
between the churches north and the
churchechurchea3 south and substantially
the same line marked tiletiie
arhorl 1 aeraaernlurnacacra conredeconcoffeefeeumacyracy and northern states during
the war for thothe division commenc-
ed in thetho churches and it was the
various religious sects of america
that worked up the war they di-
vided one against another and
brought on the war and when
the northern and southern arms
were marching against and slaying
each other by hundhundredsredsredi of thou-
sands every regiment and division
of thetho army on both bidessides were
encouraged by the prayers and
fainsreachingpreaching of their respective chap-
lains of the various sects on both
sides each praying for the success ofbf
thair arms that each side might suc-
ceed in using up the opposite side

now imagine them for a moment
tobotobelo10 to the true disciplesdisclesclebcIes of christ
mitersministers of thothe true and everlast-
ing gospel holding power and
authority from him what would
have been thothe result it the lord had
hoardheard thetho prayers of tho religious
elements of thesethose two contending
parties thetho only thing we can
thinkthinh of as expressing the idea is
thothe old fabiafabio of the kilkenny catscate
which it is rnaldsaid foughfoughtt each other
and devoured eache ch other all but the
tails and they began to jump at
each other eromprom tiletho results oueone
would suppose that the lord heard
thothe prayers on both sides to a cancon-
siderableaidsiderableernbie extent but it laIs tootojtoJ berlfieri
ouaous a matter to be treated in a

etylestyle and yet one can
hardly ie thetho temptation it is so0 o
ludicrous to seefee people professingsing
the same hoyholy religion to fo101 0 follow-
ers of the meek and lowly jesujesua3
and his righteousness and preach-
ers of hishla gospel arrayed on each
side stirring up the people to war
urging them on and praying to thoth
earnsbarns god for thothe success of each oth-
ers arms now I1 ackis this an easam
pie of christian vanity elicheuch as the
savior prayed for whonwhen he ashodasked
the father that all that should be-
lieve on him through the words of
his disciples might become fonorono
even as holle and the father were
one

the latter day saints as03 I1 have
before remarked areara far from being
13abetyet what thetho lordinard requires them
to tefre butbuts that ciritE which ac-
companiescom paillespallies thetho falness of thetho gospel

which tho latter day

have received through the preach-
ing of the gospel and through
obedience to its requirements has
so far made their hearts aaas one caus-
ing them to see eye to eye and to
gather together upon this land of
josephjosephs i that they might learn more
fullyfolly the ways of the lord and walk
in his paths and cultivate the
christian unity which the savior
prayed for and this appears to be
the headbead and front of our endingoffending
polygamy laIs ostensibly the cry but
what reflecting man that is posted
injn the history of thothe times believes
that this has a particle of influence
upon our statesmen they admit
according to their own showingsshowing
that there isto more immorality de-
pravityty whoredom and the
terrible consequences of the social
evil in one of the great cities of the
union in a single year than hahas
been in utah ever since it has been
founded they know thisthia full well
they know that we are a people of
energy of industry and honest la-
bor a people who do not labor withwi h
a view andrind desirodesire to build ourselves
up at the expense and ruin of our
neighbors but a people who labor to
gather from the elementelementsa around us
producing the comforts of life for
ourselves and fafamiliesmillem they re-
cognize in us a people who have
planted a flourishing commonwealth
in the heart of the great american
desert and made it possible to pop
late the surrounding territories

in 18171847 the standard of the ameri-
cancan nation was planted on this
temple block I1 assisted in plant-
ing it and many broundaround me todayto day
participated in those early scenes
at the same time the country lying
west of the sierra nevada and be-
tween it and the pacific coast waswaa
held under the american flag by the
mormon battalion who under gen-
eral kearney captured the state of
californiaCalcai fornia from the mexicanalexican gov-
ernment and held it for the united
states government until this coun-
try was ceded to the united states
by treaty on the of
february 18481818 the starsstara and
stripes were planted between the
rockymountains on the east and the
sierra nevadas west by mormon
coloncoloniesle and west to the pacific
coast by the cMmormonormononmon battalion
and the country held for the ameri-
can government wowe proceeded to
the establishment and organization
of civil government this great
basin country between the moun-
tains was incorporated into the state
of deseretDageretseret a provisional government
waswets organized for the state of doedon
eraaeret a vaival tym iuna iu nm was
framed and adopted by the people
the country was divided into coun
ties and precinctprecincts local government
was organized laws adopted and
delegates bentsent to congress to ashask for
admission into the union at the
same time the gold hunters were
flocking to california after the

mormon battalion revealed the
first gold which they brought to
lightsutterwhile dragging captain but-
terterbatersa mill race some of the men
are still in our midst who brought
about these result who first reveal-
ed to the astonished world the gold
of california and who raised the
first furore which resulted in thou-
sands flocking to the pacific coast
and markmarh the first colony of
settlers upon that pacific coastconst
after the capture of that country
through the valor of thothe mormonormononmon
battalion was a mormon colony
shipped from the new england
states who took with them a praprint-
ing

gatlat
press and planted theirthein feetjeet

upon the bay of banisan Francfranciscohrcokrco and
there issued the california starsstar in
1847 which was the first publicationcationcatlon
in the english language west of therokykolky mountains the first free
press hailing the american flag and
proclaiming american liberty the
principles of free government andami
at the same time we planted a freer
press inin this city whence was issued
the DdusmetDESERETesmet NEWS proclaiming
those principles to all the world

both california and deseret pre-
sented themEthemselveselveselvos at the same time
through their delegates knocking
at the doordoon of congress praying for
admission into the union the
prayer of california was accepted
that of deseret was rejected

jesus had occasion to askaak this
ququestion of thetiie jews if a soneonon
shall ask breadbroad of any of you thet
is a father will ye lvaivogiveiva him a stone
or if he ask a nishfish will he for a fish
give him a serpent it might liiill be-
come merao perhaps to apply theothese
words to our national government
but the facts are that when we pre-
sented ourselves aaas the state
of deseretdegDea eret preciselypree isely on equal
bootinfooting9 with that of cali-
fornia with equally a demo-
cratic government and republicrepublicanarlari
constitution both of which statenstates

has been organized out of the old
mexican states of upper california
and which had been recently
captured from the mexican govern-
ment and presented themselves to
congress on equal footing one was
acceptedaccepteds the other rejected in-
steadstead of granting to deadezdesereteroteret a state
government congress gave us a
territorial form of government under
the organic act of 1850 it Is true
it extended to us certain rights of
self government but to a limited
extent we had the right of repre-
sentationsenEen tation in the legislative assem-
bly but those rightsts were clipped by
the absolute veto of a federal
governor nor indeed is the abso-
lute veto of a federal governor the
only veto held over the territorial
IRlegislature congress itself reserv-
ing to itself a righttight to annul the
acts of the legislative assembly
though receiving thothe signature of
the governor but if thothe governor
chooses to withhold his signature no
matter how wholesome or necessary
the measure it cannot become lawilawslaw
nor would he be under the organic
act le required to assign any neasonreason
for it the mere whim of a man
a stranger to our country who has
but little if any practical knowl-
edge of our needs and who himself
is not a taxpayertax payer probably may
deprive a whole community of peo
piapla of their legal rights such is the
territorial form of governmentgovernments not
of all territories for with the except
tion of utah and now mexico this
absoluabsoluteto veto power does not existon
american colleoll other i as
well as the states and the united
states maymays through a two thirds
vote of their legislature pass any
measure over the veto of its execu-
tive

but what does this signify it
says to us wowe are not willing to
trust you with the rights and privi-
leges of selfbelfel government IDin common
with other american citizens and
it is deemed advisable that wwee
sadushouldld hold this check upon yourour
legislature but withstandnotwithstandingnot ng

have been shutoutshut out from state
hood we have prospered and grown
into a flourishing community of
people

on several occasionsoccabionasiona we have re-
newednewedourour emontsefforts by appealing to
congress for the rights of reifrelf gov
ernenneminentment but on every occasion wowe
havo been put off but wowe have
continued to prosperprospers and yetvet we
have received no aid from the
general government in aaestab-
lishing

ab
and maint schools

anRR other f MRh
countrychuu try bavehaveave we have bulittbuilt our
schoolhousesschool houses and maintained our
school educated our children
as69 best we could and here let me
sayeay that utah will cormcorncompareparopare favor-
ably in educational matters with
any portion of the united states
even thetha older and richer states
and while the number of children
iai threethren timesunits that of other popula-
tions yetset they are all thothe
benefits of a common school educa-
tion attit leas and as thothe higher

schools are being established the
facilities for moreinore extensive educa-
tion are accessible

we havehavo opened up farms and
established towns and cities over
this vast country of miles in ex-
tent we havehavu established millmills
and have produced the various
cereals and vegetables and fruits
and raised thetho beef and mutton and
thetho wool to supply our factories and
cotton to manufacture to a con-
siderableeldeiderable extent the clothing that
we wear andeeand we have manufactur-
ed to a considerable orextendextenttent our
farming Impeimplementsments and yetyeti wowe
are under wethe necessity of largely
importinginpor ting manufactured ghodscods and
to dasy utah enjoys prosperity equal
if not superior to any
and indeed some of the westernweliWela tern
state

now thesethesa are facts patent to the
world and with such facts can
they in their inmost houiseoula Rlookk upon
this people as a vicious people or as
a wicked licentious people aslis a peo-
ple wo are influenced by con
sidobidorations and fleshly lustsluste aroare
these thetha of the licentious
and dissolute we invite the peo
piopic of thetho united states to attend
our sabbath school unions and at-
tend the public gatherings of the
people where they congregate we
invite their statesstattsstatesmenstat men and hunorahinorahi nornnora
ble men and women of all cluesclashes to
comecoma and visit us and learn facts as
they exist instead of swallOWswallowingfrig1119
grcegreedilydllydily thetha malicious calumniescalumnies
and mhrepresentationsmisrepresentations setget afooafoott
concerning us by those who knowkaow
little or nothing about us or if they
have known anyanythingthing about us they
have sold themselvesvorveW to the devil
long bincesinca and they are of their fa-
ther the davillavil who was a liarilar from
the and jidjib works they

will do and when sucheuch people come
among us we ask them not to bit
themselves down and allow them
selves to be corralled by the lying
hypocrites that are fanning their
flame of persecution and never
come in contact with the people
they desire to know indand understandunderstands
why is it that honorable meninen
should act as though they weawen
ashamed to learn the truth why
is it they do not come and hear and t

see for both sides
we are accused of disloyalty weive I1

are accused of being governed by i

and that we are subject
of the one man power here wevt i
would pause and respectfully say in

the language of scripture thovthou I1

hypocrite first cast out the beanbeaz
out of thine own eye and then

thou seeeee clearly to cast out thi
mote out of thy brothersbrother eye whenwhere I1

I1 would ask could we look toriforgfor a t
more decidedly marked expression
of the one man power than in the 1

case we have recently had in utah 1

in which the governor gave the I1

certificate of eleceleoelectionaon to the man foifor I1

whom theth insignificant number 0of I1
1300 votes was cast withhold-
ing

I1

it from the represents
tive of the people for whom
votes were recorded the persis-
tency with which hoh and huhia t
friends the en emleaemles of this people I1

have sought to fasten this fraud up-
on the people in this territory not
to say anything about the one mmmth
power provided for in the organic t
act A federal governor a strangsuranstrangdti I1

beutbent among us with an absolute vete
to possessing the power to wipe out
the doings of a whole session of ththe i

peoplepeoplesa representatives
awillI1 will further direct attention totottor

all reflecting men to the scenessemes in
tbs senate and of the househoupe of rep-
resentatives of the united states I1

when the edmunds bill waswaa pc
through under what is called twthi
gag law of the previous questionor I1

r

cutting off amendments and limit
ing debatodebate I1 will appeal to every
honehonett man if there be an I1

politician in the land by askingaskin 1

who among them possesses the fre- ifre- j
it1

dom of and I1Jspeaking acting only in
obedience to the party lash antand
what senator or representative
dare try to air his sentiments or

vovote4343 contrary to the dictum of hishla
parts leleadersadert shame upon them
when they talk about the exercise
of one man powerfower in utah if there
isla a people upon the earth that ex-
orcise greater freedom of speech cior
action than thetho latteriatter davday sisfialutsints
11 irI r enri pyproyP y liiat ve may grow
untilunil we become their equals at
least

every principle in our holy rellrel-
igionon tends to freedom or in the lan-gl
guage of the newnow testament the
gospel is the perfect law of liberty
the reason that it is so iais becausebecame it j

lifts the spirit of man above thothe lawlavpror in other wordwords it teaches him to
g

work righteousness and thereby es-
cape tbthee penalronalpenaltiestfes of the lawlaws and t

enables him to enjoy that perfect
freedom which god has ordaoidaordainedined for
all flesh the freedom to do right
but there is no liberty 0 o do wrong
without incurring the penalty
of that wrongdoingwrong doing therefore every
oneoue who doesdoea wrong must accept of
tiletho consequences of that wrongand
may expect to buffersuffer the penalty
olthereither in time or in eternity the
gospel then extends to us the free-
dom tocotoroto ro rightt and the laws of our
common country used to extend
this right and privilegege to its biltlit
zens this was declared by the fath-
ers

lath-
ers

fath- ilath- iI1

in the famous declaration of in t

dependence aud which was consol-
idated by thothe fathersfathera of the conati tt

aution off our country which weswas
one of tho fruits of their great
struggle

this famous declaration enunciat-
ed the doctrine that all just powers
of government are derived from the
consent of thothe governed and upon
this principle are thothe institutions of
our country founded and it is only
through thetho guarantees of
this fundamental doctrinedoctrino underly-
ingI1 our institutions that there can
be1 any frefreedomelom this declaration
of the fathers embodied in that
celebrated instrument signed on

of july 1876 is thetha embod-
iment of the principles of civil and
reilrellglus liberty such freedom asgod has ever taught and sought to
establish among his children fromtiletho beginning of thothe worldw ridnid andwhenever there has been a peofeopeopleI1ewho have listened to thetho voice of god
ththeyey hahaveve been maderande free and op-
pression p I1

pregpressionslon hashaa brbeenbrenbeenen a stranger to themtherhe careful student of tho bibiele willat once perceive that everythingwhich god soughtsou ht to establishamong his peoplee tended to free-dom and tilethe enjoyment of the com-mon corn-mon rights of humanity neverdaancient hiramlisrael enjoy as free aufauland


