SILVER AS .A COMMODITY.

THE New York Engineering and
Mining Journa! paye that about two
weeks ago the price of sliver reached
the loweet point ever recorded. The
Liondon quotation was 38 Jd. per. troy
ounce, and in New York 85.6 cents,
making the gold value of the gilver in
a dollar piece aboul 65.7 centa.

The authority quoted ahove louks
upon silver as purely a comwmodity,
and cuniends that it is absurd to talk ot
“injustioe,® ‘‘demonetizaticn” and
¢orime’? in relation to it. Ite wvalue
like that of allcommodities is governed
by the Jaw of supply and demand.
Statistics show that its production
during the pastien years bas gradually
ingreased, but o has ils econsumption
both for coinage and industriat pur-

HEB.

In relation to sllver as a metal the
follow ing extract from the Journal con-
tains some Instructive pariiculars:

““The future coarse of the gilver market
may be predicted with as much certainty
as that of any other metal, whether the
Unlled States government continues to
buy 654.000,000 ounces per annum Or nDot.
The price will decline until the output is
restricted, by tbe .weaker mines closing
down, and production more nearly ap-
proximates consumption. How much of
a decline will be possible cannot be fore-
told, because there are no figures In ex-
istence of the average cost of producing
an oticce of silver,
least favorably situated mines and some
with low-grade ores, like those of Butle,
Mont., are closing down. But such a
great producer as the Granite Meountain
Mininﬁ Company, of Montana (which
-yielded 2,905,158 ounces of silver in 1891),

roduces it, according to the reports of
its directors, at a ctst of 51¢. per ounce,
while it i well known that the rich
mines of Aspen and the San Juan district
of Colorado, and the Park City mines of
Utah, Produce silver for less than 50c. per
cunce.”’

It must be understood that =all this
comes from A paper that favors the
monometalle pelicy and refuses to re-
cognize sliver in any other light than
ag 8o mhch iron or copper, It is the
degradation of silver to this level after
it had been used as money for so lung
that bas depreciated its intrinsic value
and given rire to the complaints which
the Journal treata as *‘abaurd,””

UTAH WEATHER FOR MARCH.

THF monthly review of the Utah
Wenther SBervice for March has just
been isshed by Mr. George N, Salis-
bury of this city. The beavy ralns and
snows of the jart daya of March were
caused by ““low pressure areas of de-
cided ioteneity paesing over Utab
from the Paciflc coast.??

The month was remsurkable for its
abpormal distribution of temperature, it
being warmer during the fore part than
the latter. As a whole, the monthly
mean, 40 degreee, was slightly below
norma]. The highest tempernbure at
ull siaticns occurred oun the 12th, the
lowest on the 29th. Bt. George had the
greatesl monthly mean, 51.9 Jegrees,
as well as the maximum, 83 degrees on
the 12th. Park City had the lowest
menn, 24.9 degreee, and Loa the mini-
mum, 4 degrees on the 31st. This
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gizes'a range of 79 degrees for the
month,

The total rainfnll for the month
averaged 1.52 Inches for all stations.
At Park City 29 inches of snow fell,
214 at Parowan, 20 at 8cofield, and 173
at Levan.

Adfter the stormy ays of the lst and

2nd the wealher was for the m-at part
pleasant untll the 14th; after that time
it was generally stormy or cloudy.
Sleet and hail were frequent. Light
thunderslorms occurred in various
localities on the 2nd, 19th, 23rd, 25th,
and 3th. At Loa the severest snow-
storms of the reagon ucecurred on the
28th and 30Lh, when 8 and 6 inclies of
snow fell respectively.

Mr. Brown of Levan says the storme
have been benefigial o spring grain,
which is all in execept corn.

Alex Matheson of Parowan eays
that @1 ogh of moisture fell during the
month to enable farmers to dispense
with irrigation so far,

ANCIENT RELICS IN MEXICO,

THE Chicago Infer-Ocean puhllabes
the following brief account of ancient
ruins in Mexico, describing some of
the works of the former inhabitauis of

the land, further partjculars of which
may be found exolusively in the Book
of Mormon:

**Aceording (o the stories told bya
traveler who comes from Nogales, Anz.,
the mountaios of Los Trincheras, Mix.
are worth scienilfic exploration, The
traveler is stopping ai the Leland and
tells of the wonders of Los Trinchoras
conntry. The mountaln is situated in
the Scnora Plaine, about one hundred
and fifty miles from the Gulf of Califor-
nia and twenty-five miles from the town
of Altar. It isnear the placer gold fields,
which bave Heen worked slnce
1804 and are still :ich in ore. The
mountain  of Los Trinchsras is 300,
feet high and 700 yards across.
Largoe stone terraces, from six to ten feet
bigh, have been built on all sides, from
the hase of the bill t¢ its summit. “It
must have tuken 100,000 men a year 10
build these terracesa,” said the traveler.
‘‘Several theories arc advanced tor the
construction of these terraces. Somne
think 1hey were partof a tremendous
amphitheatre, where the people gathered
to witness games. Others helieve they
were foriifications of Agztec origin, but
they seem older that that., At any rate
the disirict seams worthy of a thorough
expleration by scieutific men. Man
unique and valuable relics can be found
around the gourious Los Trincheras
mouuntain, and for hundreds of miles in
all directions, showing that the country
was once populous nn%l rich.”

—_—

WONDERFUL INVENTIONS.

WHERE Invention and scientifie
progress are to stup is beyond the
jowerof buman capacity to determine,
We bave the submarine torpedo boat
which is likely lo revolutionize naval
warfare, In  Europe the (Germans
have made successful experiments
with war balloons over Russian cities
to prove that in the event of war theze
cities could he Jdestrgyed from above.
The air-ship in this coantry is still
talked of asa possibility.

the following Is from a New York
paper.

Y | of public money

“The New York Steam Company i”_ “:"
ranging to grind coal in the Connalls;lllc_
coko regions to n fine powder and mix it
sufliciently with water to make it Sle\rml-»
liquid, 2nd then foree it in pipes to el\\
York. There it will ba allowed to settle
in great tanks and a large PrOPOFl‘ODgt’
the water drained off. It will theln” 0
pressed into bricks and used for fual. .

It will be forced through the Plpﬂ,;l;‘
the rate of five miles per hour. 8
company has the swholo process on a
small senle In succossful operation in
Now York City, with the exceptlon of
the pulverizing process.” )

This is something which if success-
ful will seitle effectually the Lrags.
portation problem so far as fuel 1%‘(;03-
cerned for New York City. The Head-
ing conl combine ie thus likely to bhave
opposition from an unexpected quar-
ter.

CHURCH AND STATE AMENDMENT,

it

SEVERAL public journals sre comi-
menting on the propoeition for an
Amendment to the Constitution, for-

bidding apny Stste to make a law
reSpecEng af) eatablishment of l'ﬁllglo;l
or prohibiting the free exercise u.;ereob,
or to make any appropriation 0 pub-
lic funds fer religious .pu;eposee.
Among them the Philadelphia Kecord
supports the proposition, anaweralaome
objectivns to it and touches ol its re-
Iatlon to the ‘Mormon’ question.
The Record says:

“In regard to the Mormons, It i8 ar-
ghed thm:g:homd Ttah be erected mnwh[;
State they could pass such laws a8 m;i !
please them for maintaining their el(jlcl:h
aiastical establishment. S0 long;ls g
shall remain @ Territory the N cf)r Con
must sobmlt to the lmwzi on t:l;:
gress, which effectually forbi .{;1 {'e .
ferference with the religious li t_3r11 strcl)
the Gentiles. But once admitted inte 3
Union the Mormon FPriests, Elders_ an
rulers could set the United States govern-

nt at deflance.

msOn tho otherehand it is urged that an
amendment, designeci for the Mo!rrr:lﬁm-;
might sericusly interfere with Smde hol;
port of benevolent institutions anhe coh-
plials that are more or less uqur v Sucl;
irol of religious denommahonu.he o
prohibition would bardly be in tdoeguot
tie intereat. But the “rgume%hile B
appear to be well-fonnded. e
provision of the Conatiltition o em o
vania in regard to Church and S(a}orpm_
miis no appropriation of moneybeen S
ligious purposes, it has not S mil
conetrued 2s to prohibit approbr

to charities that ’i:ro
nations=.

managed by religions denorai

The difficully here ﬂuggegte'i mlgrhf,
easily be gvercome by adding & {lge
viso that this prutection shail nolitu
construed as affecting publie in_t: bI-
tions for benevelent and charita eﬁ
purpoees, The connection betwea'n rm-
tlgion and benevolence 18 50 in I'Ptl)l]
that a divigion is almost nmpossld 8.
But & religious establishment nlrilm]n
benevolent ipsiitution mMay b‘?-"h’i proy-
distinet, and public funds mig L3
perly be devoted to the laiter i
ought not to be expendad for
former. The maintenance pfdinremr-
ticular ehliurch, directly or dltri]en Bu{
by the Btate, should be forbl T
the Biale may prope.rly alb o
supporl of a hoapl.la] or doin iy
cburity, providing it i8 not use DY
way to promote the Interests or
of a religious body.

The gnltempt {o divert. the funds



