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i HE DESERET WEEEKLY.

did pot derive a favorable impression
jn any respect of the people.

Then his provislone began to run
out, and his party was piaced on re.
duced rativne. Xiang, which they
bad formerly scorned,an anlmal some-
what resembling 2 mule, was now shot
for the pot, Finally they met more
nomads and obialned pome sappiies,
but it was soon necessury Lo move
poutbeapt toward Lbasa, in the hope
of finding food, though it was Bower’s
wish to travel east, where be would not
cross the puth of any previous explor-
er.

Anthey moved towsrd Lbasa they
met 8 lnrgevgnrty of natives, wbho asked
of them: **Who are you and what Jo
You want here?’* [nreply Bower saiju:
»“We are I iglish, We aregoing to
Ciina »nd bere Is oar passport, We
do not want lo go to Libasa, and have
only comuv south to ohtaln provisions.
8ell us food and give us s guaide and
we will keep on enst.’” Before he
started on his journey tbhe captain bad
secured a papsport from China giving
bim the right to travel in Thibet. The
natives examined tbis document, but
told him tnat they would be obliged to
oppore bis purpose, for ifthey did not
they would certainly loose their beads.
If he fouzbiand killed them it would
he just us wel] as to be executed In
Lhaea. At last, after 8 long parley,
Bower ngreed to halt Afteen daye in
order tv permit officials to come from
Lhasa and settle tbe dispate. During
the balt be was to be suppliead with
provisione at market rates and the
safely of bie party and Lbeir equipment
was guaranteed,

Bower said be found it almost tw-
possible tv obtain the correct names of
plaoes or lakes, In Thivet. Every na-
tive lles ob every occasion when he
does Dot see & valid reason for telling
the trutb, HBometimea he asked balf
a dozen inen separately the nume of a
lake, and regelved ap many different
ATLEWETR.

A notber interesting fact be ob-
served wana that all tbe Thibetan lakes
showed pigne of baving once heen
much larger than they are now, Bome
of them appeared to bave dwindled to
about balt their original eize. The
entire region seem#sto be undergoing
a process of Jesicecation.

At luet the bigh dignilaries from
Lbaea arrived. Bower told them bls
garty were English travel=ra,that they

ad ipt-nded to pass more to tbe
oorth, but, runuing short of provi-
plops, bad steered toward tbe suuth-
east, confident that tbe Irlendsbip
existing between the British snd Lbaea
governments would secure for him
thelr sssistance,

The authoritiep sternly answered that
Thibet was forbldien ground to ali
strangerr; that the only thing they
would permit Bower to do was to
return the way he had come; that as
for the friepdship existing between
the two governments, there was no
resson why the two pations should
notstick to their own countries, The
glucky English ecaptain replied thot

e wunld pot return the way be had
come. The dispute lasted for several
daye, during which the party was
very bospliubly eniertained by the
delegation from Libaxa,

1t was agreed floslly that the parly
should retrace tbeir eteps for eight

marches and tbat tbhey sbould tben
Lravel exst by & more ourtherly route.

Tben follow a period of severe sui-
fering for the party. It was now late
in October, I'bey were marcbing at
& beiybt of nearly 19,000 reet; there
was considerable snow on Lbe groun:
and the wind was bitterly cold. The
snpw, however, relieved them from
furtber danger of a water famine, and,
though many of their animals dled,
they succeeded In makine good pro-
vrees toward the eapt. Natives pow
hecame more numerous, a8 they ap-
prosched Eustern Tbibet, where they
crossed the beadwalers of rivers that
fiow to the sea. Bower found it
almost impossible to take sclentifio
obeervations to ascertain his position
o sltitude, a8 the natives objecteu
to the wuse of instruments. Iu one
comparatively thickiy peopled region,
however, the natives conceived the
iden Lhat the party were Buduhists o-
followers of tbeir own rellgion, and
nere Bower was able lo take observa-
tions by avaiiong himeelf of this
delusion. All bis caravan drivers
were Mobammednns, but they were
thoroughly familiar with tha details
of the Buudhist religlon. They were
sent on tbe roof of a bouse aud began
to chant the proper formuls, while at
intervals the bell was runy: and a fire
wap stirred. Under cover of these
obeervations Bower manipulated, with
the atd of bis surveyor, a Lbeodolite
and a bullreye [anptern, and thus
managed to fix his geograpbhical posi-
tion, while at the ssme 1ime the per-
formance spread an odor of sanctity
about bim that lasted for several days.

He says the Budabist religion as it
ls peeu in Thibet bas notbiug in
gommon with the pure morality
preached by Gautama Buiddba. Tbe
ductrines of the founder of the Budd-
bist 1aith are too abstract fuor the
average Thibetan mind, and this len
to innuvations which bave developey
into tbe greatest superstition, littie
belter than feticblsm.

Flosally t(be party u proached Ta
Chen Lu, pear the Chinese frontier,
where they met French Catholic
miesionaries. They were again
smong Kuropeans, und received much
assistance from them on their way by
rafl, boat and eteamer lto Bhenghai,
which tbey left on Marob 29, 1892,
They bad traveled 3000 miies, a4
when they returned to Calcuttia twelve
mounthe And a helf bad elapsed eloce
Lbey sel out On their journey.

—————

UTAH STAKE CONFERENCE,

The quarterly conference of the
Utab SBtuke of Zion wase hell on Batur.
day and Bunday, Elders F. M, Ly.
man and Avrabam H. Cannon, of the
A postles, and Eluer Andrew Juneun,
representing the Cburch bisterian,
were prescol.

Elder F. M. Lyman addressed the
Buaints priveipully oo the financial
vtrivgency theme. The besavy in-
debtedness of the peaple was referred
to, and they were urged to econotwles
and get out of and keep oul of debr.
He also gave some instructions regard-
ing the Bacrament sanwd otber ordin-
nnces, {t was Dot Decesaary, be ptated,
for all those agministering the Bacra-
ment to kneel, but only the one pro-
uoupncing the ble~srny,

Other gpeakers made r+marks in s

similar vlaw. Elder 0. A. Bmoot,
president of be Btake, eapecially
urged the encoursgement of home
industries insteand of importing eo
much frem the East.

Eider Abrabam H. Cannon Louched
upon & number of Lbemes, umony them
tne neceseity of exeroising s mure
charitable feeling lowards ourbretbren
and sisters whu bave erred, even as
we expeot Lo obtain mercy from God;
tbe advancement of Zion educalion.
ally, morally, io political matters, ete.;
and also upon tbe fluancial conditiou,
He ascribed the present stringeucy,
pot 1o sliver or wool or the tariff, bLut
to the fnct that bume pruduction bag
heen neglected.

Elder Anarew Jenson espoke prinei-
pally upeon the topie of collecting
nistorical - data. He urged that wall
ward and stake records should be kept
us completely ms poseible, and tbat
every individual ebould bave a privute
journal. Appointments Were san-
nounced for Hlider Jenson to visit the
severa! warde of the Siake In the col-
lection of bistorical data.

ON SUICIDES.

During the course of s epeech meade
ut » Bunday scbool celebration last
Wednesduy, Elder bMoses Thalcber
referred to thesuicide mania tbhat bas
become 80 préevalent since the influx
of hard timee. He strongly ocon.
demuped not only the =sctilesell, but
also tbhe practice of those who deliver-
wd the funeral sermons, almost invari-
ubly attribating the rasb act to insan.
1y, and ewlogiziug the characters of
there sell-murderers, al the spame time
failing to speak of Lbe beipous crime
of whigh they bad been gulllty. This
wud wrong, be esid, in the right of
{Fod, and these spenkers would be held
responsible fur the tendency thejr
words might bave to encourage others

who enlertalned tboughbis of
self-destruction in the bellef
that the Lord would not
hold them reesponeible. In the

opinlon of tbe epeaker the sulcide
should be buried in unconsecrated
ground wlth scant ¢eremony, instead
ol being buried by the pide of those
who had faitbfully and valiantly
struggled agajnet a fale possibly many
times more trying than that o which
be had succumbeu, The ¢peaker
believed the result of such treatment
would soon be perceptible in the de-
crease of sujcldes, and that the thought
of pelf murder, lpstead of be!ng the
firet to Auggest Ltseif in the bour of ad-
vergity, would be the laat,

WE ARE calioly advised that the
oldest dress in the world ia probuably
that described by a French traveler in
Japan . Itiseaid to bave belonged to
»n empress of Japan who lived in the
thirteentb century, and It bhas beep
kept 8ll these centuries In a tempis
nesr Yokohama, where the £rlestn
sometimes exbibit it tor a sufflcient
reward, Now if that kind of tbing
could only become fupbiunabie I

Col. . A. Wall reports thst busi-
pess i8 practicaliy dead at Opbir, Btock.
ton apyg Dry Canyon, Tooele county,
owling to the low price of silver. The
Opbir Hi), az O, bir, ot which the
colouel 18 mavnager, 1 clostd Jown,



