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citizenship rather than give up this
and sacreddivine principle

NO0 called of inspiration cameno spiritright
the minds of their spiritual ad-

visers
upon

to suspend the operation of the
which was causing all thispractice of submission tosufferingssuffering no signs

the lawslawa of the land no reverence for
the authority of the government were
visible but in all utah those laws

were denounced as wicked and uncon-
stitutional and their enforcement as

at last in the adjoiningadjoin ink territory of
IDAHO

the legislature pausedpassed a measure prac-

tically franchisingdisfranchisingdis all persons who
adhesion to the mormon churchgave

later the same or a similar provision
incorporated into the constitution

under
waswaa

which idaho was admitted into
the union as a stateustate

litigated under one orcases were
both of these provisions of

which in due course ofchi
time reached the supreme court of the
united states where the acts of disdie

were held to be valid
and not in conflict with anyally provision
of the constitution of the united
statesstated

very soonoon after this decision of the
supreme court bills were ai
bously introduced in congress one in
the senate by senator cullom of illi-
nois and the other in the house by
representative struble of iowa em-
bodying similar provisions for the dis-
franchisement of all adadheringbering to such
ideas and teachings in any of the
territories olof the united states thesetheme
bills were considered respectively by
the committees on territories of both

housand each repol teu on favorably
and their passage recommended

shortly after these reports were
made and when the passagee of such a
measure was reduced almost to an ab-
solute certainty the divine impulse
began to stir the heart of the first
presidency of the church with the
resultsuit that inspiration I brought forth
the celebrated

manifestoFESTO
of september 1890 wherein thisthia com-
mission was made the for the
denunciation of the church hierarchy
the better to conceal their bitterness
towardstow ards the government

that agency of the government
which had been mostmoat active persistentpersie tent
and instrumental in exposing the in-
iquities of its practices and invoking
the powers of the government for their
suppression was selected as the butt
for the concentrated wrath of the
church rather tthanban the government
which had created the agency

delegate caine said in congress that
a great deal of credit hadbad been claimed

furfor the utah commission for thetha won-
derful service it had rendered the coun-
try by the suppression of polygamy in
utah let me ask what these com-
missioners

com-
missio ners have done in that regard

I1 fail to see wherein the
commission can claim any credit for
the suppression of polygamy J

perhaps others can read history to
better ad vantageadvantage than he for thirty
five years polygamy nourishedflourished in
utah and for twenty years of that
time in defiance of the penal laws of
the land

THE commission
was organized and in eight years time
the steady and inflexible enforcement

of the laws aided perhaps by fear of
further disfranchisement compelled
the authorities of the church to aban-
don their cherished doctrine and openly
declare their willingness to obey the
laws and the utah commission was
the only agency referred to asaa the
reason for lullingissuing the inspired 1 1

manifesto
where before in the history of the

world hasbaa bee i recorded any instance
of a powerful church with numerous
and devoted followers rivinggiving upop an
article of faith in their creed given to
them althey aver and many doubt
less believe by a direct revelation and
as a command of god upon the advice
simply of the head of the church with
perfect unanimity and without even a
manifestation of discontent

such isin the marvelous condition of
this importantImport aDt change it is said by
the church organ that the manifesto
when read to the conference was
adopted by one unanimousunni uplifting of
hands in the tabernacle so far ana can
be seen by those living among these
people the only visible manifestation
of discontent or of belief or unbelief in
the divine inspiration of the mani-
festo tois seen in the continuation of
the practice by membersmember of the church
in deldefiancelance of law and of the manifesto
as shown by the frequent arrests in-
dictments and convictions for poly

offences
it would seem to clearly demonstrate

that the charge made against thuthe
church that it seeks and exercises
teratemporal asaa well as spiritual power and
through

CHURCH influences
dominates its members and willingly
or unwillingly compels compliance
with the will of those who govern the
church is well grounded

that the church hasham taken this step
only a few months since while still
claiming the doctrine a divine com-
mand would seem to be no reason
why iliethe government should at once
withdrawwitheriw all the safeguardseguaras it has
confronted and surround thesethefts people
with or deliver over to them the sole
and complete tpoliticaltolioli power of the
territory timetim provesprove all things
it should not be forgotten that at one
time the military power of the nation
and for thirty yearsyean the mostmoat restrict-
ive legislation and itsita vigorous onen

has been required to bring
about this very condition they claim
now to exist every stop has been
gained over an intense and united p
position led by those same men who
are so0 free to denounce others and
soBO loud in their self praise

there seems to be a misapprehension
in some quartersquarter as to the

FUNCTIONS OPOF THE commission
and even congressmen appear to think
it is charged with the enforcement of
penal lawslaw against polygamy and it
was lately saidmid on the floor of the
house that none convictions had result
ed from its work

this commission is not a court to
prosecute oasescases of polygamy it can-
not compel witnesses and might fallfail
to establish the absolute verity of
any case its functions are confined
to the provisions of the
law

that it has reports which indicate
that polygamy tois not wholly abandoned
is the truth Is it to be wondered
at that a people which has

been taught for many years thathat
polygamy tola a divine principle
that the principle isin tillstill divine and
merely suspended by an advisory proc-
lamationla should have some members
who will prefer the divine com-
mand which is in accord with their
lustful proclivities rather than comply
with the advice which would outcut onoff
the source of their highest felicity not
only in this life but in the kingdom
their faith teaches them awaits the
devotesdevotee who livesjives up to the divine
command which enjoins the practice
of polygamy

JIsa it at all a matter of su prise that
in a territory off manyMADY thousands of
square miles whose settlements are in
valleys isolated from each other and
many of which are inhabited wholly
by mormonscormonsMor mons who whether
ista or not are all firm believers in this
tenet of their church faith and will
neither betray their neighbors nor bear
witness against them but oa03 the con-
trary will use every effort to conceal
the facts it is supremely difficult to
obtain absolute proof of facts which
the whole community may believe ex-
ist

COMMON REPUTE
throughout the territory would bring
conviction to most minds but without
giving weight to that the commission
hashad information which compels it to
believe that the practice of polygamy
has not yet wholly ceased

A distinguished judge of the united
states district court torfor utah making
a statement in favor of the claimants
for statehood or home rule before the
house committee last february in
stanfod the case of a young man who
hadbad married asa his plural wife a young
woman whose father did not know of
the marriage until it was found that his
daughter was pregnant with child
which child was burnborn as late as last
july with such secrecy surrounding
such marriages it is difficult to under-
stand why the commission iis expected
to furnish direct formal and conclusive
proof of the baseicasei it reports that the
church namhaa formally spoken against
the further solemnization of such mar

that a large number of its
members apparently accept it as final
and profess a willingness to obey the
law is gratifying and a fact the com-
mission is glad to record

but that polygamy still and
that ththerebreareare maicy oasescases constantly
coming to the public knowledge of
association between polley mists and
the plural wives they had proprofessedlessed
to have put away is a fact that in the
face of the statistics presented can
hardly be converted the oasescases of ar-
rest for unlawful cohabitation have
of late been very numerous and men
of prominence in the church are found
among the number

possibly this is due to the weakness
common to the majority of mankind
but whatever the cause the fact re-
mains

much stress was laid in the state-
ments before the congressional com-
mittee upon the fact that

NO convictions FORFOB POLYGAMY

have lately been had as if that final-
ly disposed of the question

the convictions for unlawful coha
bit ions which means living in poly-
gamy are numerous and would doubt
less be more numerous were it not for
the fact that it is so difficult ta con


