THLE

rather than give up thie
jvine prlnclplc;” L::nd sucred
j irjt of ioepirntion came
sg(?::'zhfgl?gds of their ap!mual aud-
vigers, to suspend the operation of the
practice which was cuusmg.all this
suffering. No slgns of submisslon to
the lawe of the land, no reverence [or
the suthority of the government Wel"b
visible, but in all Utab thoee lawe
were denounced as wicked and uncon-
stitutional aod their enforcement as
pe::?::::)?; the adjoining Territory of
IDA IO,
passed A MOABUre prac-
hiriog nll persone who
gave adhesion to the Mormon Church.
Later, the same, 01 & shmilar provieiou
was incorperated into the Constitution
under which Idénlhtl; was admitted into
n a8 & Blate.

th?)ﬂ:;owera litigated under one or
both of these provisions of diefran-
chisement, whioch 3D duse course of
time reached the Bupreme Court of the
Uutied Biates, where the ucle of dis-
Jranchisement were held to be valld,
and not in coufliot with any provision
of the Constitution of the United
Biates.

Very socn a

citizenship
sG-called ‘U

the legislature
tically disfrano

fter this decisiml'l orl the
reme coutrt bilils were slmultan-
E:ul;]y jptroduced in Congress, oune in
the Senate hy Heuator Cullom of Illi-
nois, and the other in the House hy
Representative Btruble of Iowa, em-
bodying similar provisions for the die-
iranchisement of all albering to such
ideas and teachinge in any of the
Territories of the United Htates. There
bilis were considered respectively by
the committees vn Territories of both
houseg,and each repoited on favorably,
and their paesage recomnzended,
Bhortly after these reports were
made, and when tho paasage of such a
measure was reduced uimost to un ah.
solute certatnty, the divine impuise

beyan to stir the heart of the First
Pr?asidency of the Church, with the
reault that ‘Sinspiration®’ brought forth
the celehrated

MANIVESTO
of Neptember, 1880, wherein this Com.
mission was made theecapegoat for the
denuneiation of the Church hilerarchy,
the better to conceal their hitterness
tow ards the goverumseut.

That sgency of the government
which bhud beeon most sotive, persistent
and instrumental 1o exposing the in-
fquities of its practices, and invoking
the powers of the government for their
suppression, wap selecied a3 the hutt
for the econcentrated wrath of the
Oburch, rather than the government
which hud created the sgeuncy.

Delegate Calne eald 1o Congrese that
f44 yreat dealot crotit had been claimed
for the Utsh Commission for the won.
derful pervies it had rendered the eoun-
try by the suppression of poiygamy in
Utab, Lot e ask whnt these com-
maissioners have done in that regard?
% = # I fail to see wherein the
Commisslon oan claim any oredit for
the suppression of polygamy.*

Perbaps others ean read hlatory to
better advantaye than he. For thirty-
five years polygamy flourisbed in
Utah, und for twenty years of that
time jo Jeffance of the pendl lawe of
the land.

THE OOMMISBION

waa orgrnized, and io vight years time
the sfeady aud luflexible enfor¢ement

of the luws, nided, perhaps, by fear of
further disfrapobisement, compelled
the autborities of the Chureh to shan-
don their cherished doctrine and vpenly
declare their willingness to obey the
laws, and the Utab Commission was
the only agency referred to as the
rerson  for issuing the *““tpepired?’
ma nifesto.

Waiere, before, in the history of the
world hse bee 1 recorded any instance
of a powertul church with numerous
and devoted followers, giving apan
article of faith io thelr creed, given to
them, ae'they aver, and many doubt-
less believe, hy & direct revelation and
as 8 commsand of God, upon the advice
simply of the head of the church, with
perfect unanimity and without even a
manifestation of discontent?

Buch is the muarveloues conditiou of
this important change. It is msald by
the Church organ that the manifesto
when resd to the conference wus
adopted by one unsnimous uplifting of
henods in the Tabernacle, o far as vanp
be seen by those living among these
puople the only visible manifestation
of dlscontent or of belief or unbelief in
the Divine ipspirstion of the mani-
festo, I8 eeen In the continuation of
the pratctice by members of the Church
in detlance of law und of the manifesto,

as shown hy the frequent arrests, in-

dlotments and convictions for poly-
gamonus oftences.

It would seem Lo olearly demomnstrate
that the charge made agaipet the
Cburch, that it seeks and exerclses
temporal as well as spiritual power und
through

CHURCH INKFLUENOES,

dominates its members and willingly
or unwillingly compels compliapnce
with the will of those who govern the
Church is well grounded.

That the Chuich has taken this step
ooly & few 1months sinee, while still
claiming the dovtrine a ‘*Divine com-
mand,’’ would seem to be Do reason
why the government should at" once
withdraw all the safeguarue it has
coufronted and surround tbese people
with, or deliver over {o them the sole
apnd complete tolitical power of the
Terzitory. ®Time proves all things.*’
It ehould oot be forgotten thut at one
time the mliitary power of the Nation,
and for thirty yesrs the most restrict-
ive legislation and its vigorous en-
forcetnwnt has been required to bring
about this very condition they claim
now toexist. Xvery step has been
galined over an intense aud united «p-
position led by thoge same men who
are 80 Ifree (o depounce others, and
50 loud in thelr self prajse.

There eéems to Le u misapprehension
in some quarters a8 to the

FUNCTIONS OF TUE COMMISSION,
and even Congressmen appesr to think
it fe charged with the enforcement of
penal laws against polygamy, and It
wag Iately said on the floor of the
House that no convictions had result-
vd from its work.

Thie Commiesion {8 not a court to
progecute cases of polygamy, It can-
not compel witnesses, and might fail
to establish the ubsolute wverity ol
any cawe, Its fupctione ure confined
to the electorinl provislons of the
law,

That it has reporte which indieatu
that polygamy is not wholly abaundoned
s the truth, 1Is it to "he wondered

at that s  people whioch has
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besn taught for many years that
polygamy is a Divine principle,
that the principle {s still divine, and
merely suspendud by an advisory proc-
lamation, showid bave some members
who will prefer the <diviue com-
mand,’> which ie in aceerd with thelr
lustful proclivities, rather than comply
with the advice which would out oft
the source of thelr highest feljeity, not
only in this life, hut in the kingdom
their faith teamobuws them awaits the
devotee who llves up to the **divine
command” which ujoine the praotics
of polygamy?

T it atull a matter of suprise that,
in u Territory of mapy thousands of
equnre miles, whose sottlements are in
vulleys jsolated from each other, and
many of which are inhshited wholly
by Mormouns, who, whether polygnm-
ists or not, are ull Airm believers in this
tenet of their Church faith, aud will
neither betray their neighbors nor hear
wilness agaiost them, but 03 the con-
trary, wili use every eflort to conceal
the facts, jt is supremely diffioult to
obtaln absolute prouf of faots which
ghg whole community may beiivve ex-
Int

COUMMON REPUTE

throughout the Territory, would bring
con viction to most minds, but withoeut
giviog weight 10 that, the Commiselon
has foformustion which compels it to
belleve thal the practice of polygamy
has oot yet wholly ceased.

A dirtinguished Judge of the United
Btates Distriot Court tor Uinh, muking
a statement in favor of the claimants
for statebood or huome rule, Lefore the
House committee lust February, in-
stunced the cuse of a young mun who
had married as his plural wife n youny
woman whose father did not know of
the marriage until it was found that his
davgliter was pregpant with child,
whtoh child was hurn as late as last
July.?”” With such secrecy surrounding
such marrisges, it is difficult to wnder-
stand why the Commirsion is expeoted
to furnish direot, formal and conclusive
proof ot the cases it reports. That the
Church has formally spoken asguiost
the further solemnization of such mar-
riages; that » large oumber of ite
membere apparently acoeept it an final,
and profess o willingness to obey the
law, I8 gratifyiong, and a frot the Com-
miesion 18 glad to regord,

But that poiygamy »tll] exsieta and
that thbreare mauy cases coastantly
coming to the public kpowledge of
assoclation between poligymlets and
the plural wives they had professed
to bave put away, i u fagt that in the
face of the statistica presented, can
burdly be converted. The casus of ar-
resl for unlawiul eohabitativn have
of late heen very mumerous, snd men
of prominence in the chureh are found
among the number.

Posaibly this jg due to the wesknesa
common to the majority of mankind,
but wbatever the cause, the fact re-
maine,

Much stress was laid in the state-
meénts before the Cungressional Com-
mittee upon the fact that =~

NU QONVICTIONS FUR POLYGAMY

have lately been had, as if that fiunl-
ly disposed of the question,

The convlctious for unlawful ecohn-
bition, which meusns living in poly-
gamy, are pumerous, and would doubt-
Joss be more numerous were it not for
the fact that it is so diffioult t3 con-



