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THE DESERET NEWS.

FIFTV-THIRD SEMI-ANROAL
CONFERERQE.

On{Friday, Octobsr 5th, 1883, the
Conference met in the Aseembly
Hallat 10 o’clock a, m.

Present on the stand: Of the
Fitst Presidency-— John ‘I'aylor,
George Q. Cannon snd Joereph F,
Bmith.

Of tho Twelve Aposiles—Wiltord
Woodruff, Lorenzp Snow, Erastus
Boow, Frankiin D. Richards, Brig-

oct. 10

within us—love for Thee onr Father
and Qod--leve for our fellow-crea-
tures—love for those who have en-
tered into coveuant with Thee, that
we may Jove them ay we love our-
selves. Grant, our Father,that thia
spirit and feeling may be diffased
thronghont al the branches of tby
Church, and that it may extend
wherever the Gospel is preached,
wherever men snd women bow in
submisslon to its requirements.

Ounr Father, we beseech Thes
this morning to be with unein our
Conference, and lei the Holy Bpirit
dezcend from oo high wpon
thy servants and thy people,

ham Young, Albert Qarrington,
Moses Thatcher, Francis M,
man snd Heber J, Grant.
he Patriarch of the Church,John
Bmith.

Of the Beven Firat Presldents of
Seventles—Horzce 8, KEldredge,
Jacob Gates, Willlam W. Taylor,
Abreham H, Cannon and Seymour
B, Yomng,

Of the Biehopwc—Edward Hun-
ter, Leonard W. Hardy and Robert
T, hnrton.

In addition to the avove General
Anthoritles, there was a large re-
preseniation of leading Elders end
authoritles from nearly every Stake
of Zion, cven from those the nios)
remote from headguarters.

The Conference was called to or-
der st 10 a. m., by President John
Tayvlor.

'The choir eang:

Qiorious things of thre are epoxen,
Zion eity of our Ged,

Prayer by President George Q.
Caonnon.

Oar Father who ari in heaven, we
Thy servants and Thine hand mal-
dens have aszembled ourselves to-
gether this morning in this placs for
tho purpoee of worshipping Thee,
the Lord our (ad. Angd at the
opening of this Conference we come
to Thes, our Heavenly Father, in
the nume of thy well beloved éon
Je:zus, cnd call apon Thee to look
down ln mercy and tender compas-
slon apon us.

We are thankful that we have
this opportunity. Wo are thankful
that oor lives have been spared
through Lhe varlous; viohsiindes
through which we have passed dur-
Ing tirto past six months, that once
more we Ty servants and Thy peo-
ple &re permitted to assemble our-

eelves together in 5 confer
ence CmpAaCiLy. hen we re-
fleat upon Thy goodness, and

Thy mercy and long sunffering un-
tous, onr hearfs are fliled with
thankegiving =nd pralse unto Thee,
the Lord our God, for Thon hast
wrought wondrously In our behalf,
Thou hast preserved us from the
enated of onr enemies; Thou hast de-
livered ca from thelr many traps;
and we can meet this morning in
thia place and rejoice in our hezrts
In the liberty that thou hast grant-
ed unto wus and preze:rved unto
ug, and we can rejoice in
being a frec people, notwithstand-
ing the efforts of the wicked to bring
ug Into bondage.
Our Father, we deslre to pralse
Thee fn the congregation of Thy
Saints for these blessings, for
we Enow they are the
gift of Thy hand: we Enow there is
no power of man that could have
precerved and blessed s 23 we are
now blessed. Therefore, we give
Chee tho glory with all our hearts;
we praise Thee the Lord our God,
and rejoice before Thee that the
promizes which Thon hasi made
unto us have been falfilled aven to
the very lstter. We thank Thee for
lite; we thank Thee for heslth; we
thank Thee.our Father,for the orops
Thou hast given unto 'fhy lPOOp]B as
a rewerd for thoir Iabor. 'he hng-
bsndman has been made to rejoice
in the fruits of his hands) the Iand
Jas been gtently blessed of Thea,
onr Father, and thers is abnnd-
auce of focd for man and
beaht throughout these valleys, for
which we feel to thank Thes, Yea,
and Thon hast blessed Thy people
with a goodly degrea of heslth;
Thou hast preserved them from the
power of the destroyer. And not.
withstanding the many difMoulties
we have had to countend with, we
feel that our condition i= Indeed a
blessed one. And we thank Thee,
our Father, for families, for wives,
for husdands, for children, for par-

who have come together, snd who
may come together, and apon Thine
Elders who havecome from afar for
the purpose of being instrueted. O
Father, grant that they may be in-
sirocted, . that they thall not go
away hungty or uneatizfled in their
spirite; but pour cut Thy Holy
Bpirit in power upon Thy servants
end npon Thy peopls, that thoee
who Bgenk meay not epeak thelr own
thoughts or thelr own words or r1e-
flections, or the feelinga that are
peculiar to them; bnt that they may
epeak Thy word and Thy wlil, that
¢y may bring forth from Thy
treasare house thote things that
shall e adapted to the eiroom-
stances and conditions of Thy people
individuslly and collectively, that
thoze who have husgered and thirst-
ed for righteusness may be fed and
made to oejoice, having their hearts
eoft2ned ander the powerfuol mfan-
enice of Thy Holy Bpirlt. And grant
oxr Father that the hearts of the
people who have esgemhiled thls
morning and who shall sssemble,
and who shall aszemble from day to
day duorlng our conference, that
they may be prepared to receive
Thy word, that every heart may be
softened under the inflaence of the
HolyiGhost,and that a contrite spirit
rmay reet down npon all,

We thank Thee, onr Father, in
heavenn for the presence of ’I‘hy
servants who bear the Holy Priest-
hocd,. We thank Thee for the pre-
gidency of Thy Qhurch; we thank
Thee for the Twelve Apostles, we
thank Thee for the High Priests,
tha HBeventies and Elders, and for
the local organizations; we thank

i

folly,
“Mormonism” would everexchange

valent in the world. Bat in order

lmprovement and Primary Assccl-
ationa, gpoke upon the duotles and
operations of each, under the infla.
ence of which all things were or-
daioed t> 1apve along in order ac-
cordlug to the will of the Lord. The
present system was perfected by
President Briginam Ycung,a short
time prior to his desth, bnt there
had been more ar lezs laxity and
neglect made manffest, which wue
exceedill:][gly rpg:ehennib]e. xhort.
ed tho High lests, Beventies, Kl-
derp, Patriarchs, etc, o huomility
and righteoueness before the Lord,
that they m'ght be fillled with His
Spirit, and fully quaiified to aot in
their ceveral offices and eallings for
the perfectlng of the Saints and the
on-rolling of the Kingdom of God,

APOBTLE H J, GRANT

Zaid he had nd*other desire, in
epeaking or mcting, than 10 serve
God and bepefit his brethren and
sisters, and he did gob »ek anyone to
perform apy dnty or keep any com-
mandment, which he was unwilling
to do kimeelt. Mingllng with the
world oaused him to eppre-
clate Lls  own religion more
No one who understood

t for any of the forms of ralth pre.

to underatand if, 1t was neceesary to
liveit. God had laid down ceriain

south, and epoke of the manifest
improveinent among the Baints fn
this locality eince he last was among
them.

Bpirit of the Yord,and sald Le should

them.
to be
T
over His

PRESIDEST GEOBGH Q, OANNON
Testifled to the prerence of the

be very much dieappointed were it
otherwise. The Saints needed the
Bpirit at all times, This work was
spreading and’ increaring rapidly,
snd nothing ehort of divine inspira-
tion could qualify God’a servante
and Baints for the important duties
they were c¢alled upon to fulfill.
When we look around and see that
notwithstanding the eflorts of our
enemier, we still have the privilege
of meeting together and worship-
ging God in His sppolnted way, we

ave cause to be truoly thankful.
Ne bhuman power could have
planned so wisely and success{olly
a3 God has done to pressrve usip
the enjoyment of omr righta and
licertiea, And if the #Haints will
prepare themselvee for God’s greater
blegsinge, the vell between them
and tbeir heavenly Father will be-
come thinner, ana in time will be
rent, and all that they eeek In right-
epnsness will be poured ont upon

and whereaboats of the Belng they
worship. Joseph Bmith had ty;
eame privilege ss John the Reve],,
in olding Jesus Chriet. It
tiarough the anthority bestowsq ,u%
onlnsesh Smith and othera that th¢
nresent work wae being perforgy
1t would never be destroyed. Im‘a;'
reached that point where It wai,
cawsible for 1t to be overthruwn, T,
gisbe]lef of the world aud the j5
secuvion of the wicked wonld py

It ia the daty of every Baint
a#n example {o all around him.
he apgels of God are watching
people.  The approaching

laws for our guidance and had inade | S0I0pletion of the Templsfnow be

promises as the result of cbedience
to the same. One of these was the
Word of Wisdom, throngh obed-
ence to which some of the greatest
of biessings wounld acerue. This Iaw
was adapled to the weakest capacity,
Yet some of the strongest violated
it. Bome were afraid to pay tithing
for fear of losing by it, and falilng
behind their associates in temporal
aflairs. Hoch had not the spirit of
this work, for they messured the
things of God by & worldly standard
and would briny themselves under
congemneation. In regard to tem-
- ple bullding, the speaker eaid he
Wa3 melcenary enough to feel that
those who refusedt to contribute ef
thelr means for that pnrpose, onght
te be denied the privilege of obtain.
Ing the blessings only {o be secured
In =uch plac:s, He belisved the di-
viding line wus being drawn. Was

Thee for the Prcsldents of Stakes
and their Counselors, for High
Councils and for the Bishops of the
varions Werds with their Coungal-
oxn. Wo thauk Thee for the h\ghet
and the lesser Priesthood; and we
ask Thee to pour out Thy spirit In
power apon Thy eervante, and let
tho people rec that Thou hay
indeed restored the Holy Priest-
hood to the earth, and that they
are indeed Thy eervante, by the
honor which ghzll he bestowed npon
them in the eyes of the people; that
the gifts snd gmalifieations of their
various officss and cailings msy rest
down upon them In great power,
and thst thoze who see and hear
them may feel that they are indeed
the men whom Thou hast chosen,
and that they do not profess to have
power wiich Thon hast withheid,
O, Father, wo ask Thee now to bless
in » ppeclal manner thy tervant

thankful for the [ascage of puch
mensures w8 the Edmonds Law; it
drew a line reparating the troe
from the false, and exnos: 4 the half-
henrted and the hyy setits. Touched
npon the prineiple of plural marri-
age aud denouncod thote who falled
to live it according to tle epirit and
meaning thereof, and quoted the
Words of ihe Prophet Joreph Bmith,
that such woald be damped,

APOSTLE ERIGHAM YOUNG.

The epirit of God had been with
His peopie from the beginnlng of
their history, and that spirit was
necessary for their preservation. The
powars of darkness are sirengthen.
log for the purpose of destroying
the work of Eod. Ths Baints were
now enjoying the spiri the Lord
to an exient hitherto wheurpeseed.
The mos' perfect orgamtzation on
the face of the earth to-dayis the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

President Taylor, and let the gitt
and quoalificetion and endowment
that pertaln o his high and holy
calling rest down wpom him,
Fill him with the revelations
of Jeane; fill hirn with the kEnow.
ledge necessnry to ensble him to
mzgnify his office accepiably to
Thee and to the satisfaction of his
fellow-gervants, and the Saints. And
grant that these bleseings may rest
down wupon all in Cheir ~ vari-
ou? offices snd  callings; and
npon thy mlssionary cervants
who are preaching the Gospel; may
the splrit that we aske for ourselves
rest down in power upon them, and
they ba made instrumental in
bringing msany sculs to a knowledge
of the truth,

‘We now deiiicate ourselves unto
Thee, onr Father, with all we have,
and implore these blexsings npsn us,
in the name of Jeeus Christ our
Lord, Amen.

Tho choir seng:

Zion stands with hifls sureouaded,

Zion kopt by power divipe.
PRESIDENT JOHON TAYLOR

Announced the nators snd cbject
of the Conference. It weaa proper
thai all parts of the land of Zion
should be represented here, (hat gil

ents, for brothers and sisters, and
for tbe friendship that Thon hast
begotien in our hearts; even the
iove that thou hast given unfo us
throngh the everlasting Gospel,

We rejoloe in  the Dbestowa]
of these precions blessings up.
con wd a8 a pecple; . and
we desire to coms unto Thes this
morning and entreat Thee in the
'‘name of Jesus to inoreace this love

#pecial

things pertaining to the welfare or
Israel might bo comprehended, di.
gested and disseminated among the
poople; that they ,might fully wun.
derstand tho position they ocemp
In relstion to the past, present and
future. Enumerated the various op-
ganizationg of the Priesthond, gena,
eral and Joeal, together with euch'
Institutions as Bunday

¥y Ple of God, thug

ferred to

day Baiais, The Lord had given
Hls people every opportunity and
tacility for carrying on His work,sud
He wonld siand by them in eo do.
ing. No power conld affect the wall-
being of this people, for evil, only &s
they themselves permitted throngh
toelr neglest, = This trath had
being made repeatedly manifest, It
I8 when we tear down cach other
that there s danger of our belng
overthrown. God will not uphold
the Baints in following after the
ways of the world, He will not
juatify them in selecting from His
word such porilons of doctrine and
Iaw as suit their selfish fancies and
lgnoring all the test. Tho ravela.
tone of God were adapted to hia
people, and abwclute cbedience to
them all was therefore necessary. It
Is often a trial to nccept certaln laws
without reservation, and msany
therefore wrest the Scriptures and
take advantage of technicalities to
act dlshonestly before the Lord.
The revelations of God are serial
and progressive, and wogld bs giv-
en, first the milk and then the
meat, a3 fast as His people became
sirong enough to receive them,
These who reject oue revelation are
net prepared to recelve that which
1s to follow.
ELDER DAVID P, KIMBALL

wee pisaced,; a{ter an absence of pix
years to raeet again with the peo-

- zh his object in
coming to Usunference was not to
teach bai fo ke taught. Hp fe):
thankful for a standicz In  the
Church and Eingdom of God, R

ing erected rhould remind ue of

what is expeoted through them. No
power, from the beginping of our
history, has been effectual in hinder.
Ing our progrees,and ovur advance-
ment irom henceforth will be even
more rapid. The time is coming
when revelation will be poured out
upon this people to an extent hither-
tounknown; when the hesavens will
be opened and God and His angels
will be nearer to this people than
aver,

Confersnce was adjoarned to the
Large Tabernacle to 2 o’clook p. m.
The choir eang an anthem:

**Who con stand Agalost the work of the
Laord.™
Benediotion by President Joseph
F. Bmith,
Friday, 2 p. m.
Tie Cholr eang:

We are not gshamed to own our Lerd,
Apd worship him on earth.

Prayer by . President Joseph F.
Smith.
The Cho.r sang:

0 awake my slumbering minaksel,
Lt my barp forget its spelis

APXTLE LOBENZO SNOW

Read from the 23rd [Becilon of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenanis,
reapecting the efernal natore of
troth and intelllgence, and of msn’a
advancement from grace to grace
until he Inherits 2 fuiness of glory.
The saints were entitled to revala-
fion, for that Instruotion’and eupport
necessary while passing through
this probation, and i was on such
occazions 3 the present that they
could by the splrit of prayer, united-
Iy exercised, draw forth such $hings
{from the epeaker 23 they mightneed.
That system of religion was worth-
less whioh wonld not give = proper
understanding of things as they
sctoally are. Thiz religion taught
that man could progress eternally
and be exalted in duve time tothe
presence acd glory of the Liord. The
HBairta have the eame knowledge
ocorrcerning the divinity of ihis
work, as ancient Israel had respeot-
ing the dealings of the Lord in those
days. Mopses, when callei to legd
Inrzel, received menifestationa from
henven to convince him that Ged
had Indeed choten him, and the
subzequent history of that people
was o serles of similar proofs that
wizen God requnires his children to
do a work He Is willlug to give them
every evidence of its divinity, Any
aystem of rellgion which would not
besiow this knowledge would be of
no value. Jesnd Chriat
organized this Church and gent nnto
Joeeph Bmith, His Prophet, thoze:
meszengers whose right it was to
confer upon him the keys of power
and suthority to ot rs a representa-
tive of God upon the earth. The
Bavior told Peter that flesh and
bleod had not revoaled to him that
He was the Son of God, but His
Father In Heaven, and He &l
promized to His dizciples, whea He
left them a Comforter who would
covne and lead them into all trath,
The want of this was evident
throughont the segtarian world, who
worehipped a God withous' body,
snrts and passions, R nonentity,
welling beyond thb hounde of tims
and space, ie. nowhpra, Bat the
Latter-day Eainta hsd the priv-

Behoolsy Relief Sscieties, Mntagl

Baipts In Arizooa and the region

the good feeling smong the

l

= =0

flegfs of plercing the val) and know-

ing for tl.mm)\»z_-;l*.'eaL the true natnre !

o

Himeolf |,

—_—

no difference with the tulﬂlmel:::fn‘
God’ purpores. The way] had [
opened whereby men couldggV
from grace to grace, ascendlngngz
height to height of intelliges
knowing for themeelves what yg
expected of them in order 1o aiuf
salvation, The Priesthood w/
placed in the Choroh for the ol
feciing of the Saints, and men v
quulifled to day torpmphecy and f
act in the name of the l
The faith of the Baintsfy
things was evident from the q‘g“
fices they had msde wnd were o]
willing to make for the cate fha |
had espounsed, ‘T‘
Preafdent George Q. € 2
preeented a Bnancial  regt o th,
Liogan Temple 50 ceut m|
nstton. e also presenteds
of tho Manti Temgple.
On mo:ion, both the zbove "’-'
were unanimously received.
-
APOETLE ERASTUR BNOW,
It was & source of plea
salisfaction \o know that
was communicating His will
servants, and to see the quo
the Priesthood in good,
working order. The work
minlsiry was great, the flek:
wide, and the word of the Lord
to thrust In the sickle and res
Angels were superintending i)
work, under the direction of th
Almighty, and (ha reaponsibilit
resting upon the Elders of Lem
had not diminished. Blesing wa,
fn store for all who were ,‘Willinl:.f
Iabor. !Iltlhad been a fustum B4
3ty with some people, tosupm *
g:'he’n Elders were cali’led x 2
sions thet they had done so
wrong &nd had heen sent off |
to get them oot of the way,
narrow, contraeted noiions
not prevall mmang this people.
qualifications requitsd of mij
aries by the Lord and His cervas|
were faithfulnes, integrty (!
heart and williggoees s Jsbor
and they were not weking after my'
other kind. For the suieibe o
Iy ones that wonid be wefol ot -
earth, or that the Lord wold |
willing to nphold and juamp,
time was not {ar distant wheat/
\

work of the Lord wond g
among all the Hones of Isr
the Eldera of this Chureh s
diligently preparing themse
the great work. There was
fesi Improvement among t
ple already, but there was
muoch more, in order thaktbe
might ba purifled and

'

meet the Lord. Thi ak!
taught tojdepend o

times of sickpess snd W
1n the ordinance for the W

the gick, rather than upon
ens; but where doelors W

ployed they should be
of faith® in God, for
ioines not administered

the idspiration of the spirit
which knoweth all things, w
=8 liable to work injury es
@od was desirous $0 bnild
midet .of theee mountais
healthiest, purest and most
ful people in the world, and
obedieuce {o His holy laws
wise counzels of His servasd
wes destined to be aftected.

After which the cholr 84
enthem:

The gathered &

Conference was nd}
MOIrow, Baturd: y, at

Bene(ilction.by Apoy
Wcodrnff.

BECOND DAY.
Baturday, Ockd

Conference mef in the Tab
and was called to order ol 1%
#. m. by President John Tajlé

The choir sang,

Como, thou glodous day of promks
Come and shed thy ehoertal 2ip

Prayer by DPresident Jabnﬂl
Mo Allster.
The cholr eang,
Artiso, arfse, with joy sorves
The glory of tke lalter dif

ATOSTLE F. D, RICHARDS

If = retrozpeotive view wereb
of the provla}):naoss of the Lord
Latter-day Safnts, especially
their gofourn in these moul ]
the kind care of our Hervenl
ther would be everywhere

e
e |
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