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general subjects in the previous
epistlesastles are so cocopioustons and apply so
directlyestly to the entera lives andand sur-
roundingsrroun dings oft the Saints thatAhat we deem
it not necessary to repeat them at the
present time or to write a lengthy
epistle

opposition confronting THE
SAINTS

no people of whom wevve have any
knowledge have been called upon to
pass through such scenes and to have
such a peculiar experience as the
latter daydav saints the trials and dif-
ficulties we have had to contend withith
so numerous andaika so varied in char
acter have scarcely been equalledequal led in
our generation butbat those we have
had to meet during the past three or
lourfour years and which still confront
us are new even in our experience
they have come upon us in a new
shape originating in the same source
prompted by the same spirit and de-
signed for the same end as other plans
which have been put into operation torfor
our injury and overthrow the present
attack which is made upon us differs
largely in many of its features and
methods from anything wevve have ever
hajha J to encounter we have beesbeen led
to expect from the beginning that as
the work of god grew aad developed
in the earth the resistance to it would
become more formidable and wide-
spread would increase in intensity
and vigor and bring into antagonism
to it more influential powers this
has ever been the voice of prophecy
and testimony unto us concerning the
future of the of god which
we have espoused if then
we have not been prepared for these
trials which we now have to overcome
it has not been because we have not
beer warned of their approach by
the testimony of his spirit and by the
voices of his faithful servantsservans god
has given his peopeople ampeV e time forfer
preparatione ara the latterater dyday

divedadint who have aved asoa aa to a joy
oe sspiritarlt of their religion have ex

pe ote and havebava ppe Dared themselves to
joeeta huoh trials as have come upon us
and others which may yet be in reserve
for us before the final victory is
achieved over satan and the embattled
powers of darkness

THE PRIVILEGE OF revelation
Itiit isathisthis pre knowledge which god

has given concerning his workark andaad
which tlede constantly imparts as it is
needed to his people isiq one otol
tathe chiefieif 1 ai ane cinath posOB

00 y V14maltetalter day daintataita intani ts ftit I1Ls

thfilee principle at revelation from the
ead of the church to the chubbchuco itsellitself
fl4 atch a its operationepe ration itis

i gea tto one mann or to thre
wtmenn or to eay men i tiltbut iss
0 every aal iaw the church in
eater or jea degree as each one

jeaterJcloper to avail himself of0 ttit then
1414 appointed waway however by

which revelation from the lord torfor the
government of his church is received
there is but one man on the earth
at a timptime who holds this power but
ewy individual member has the eriv
liege rifof receiving revelation from the
lord for his guidance in his owa af-
fairs and to testify to him cconcerning
the correctness of public teachings and
movements 1 1 v

ohpthe 1 greatreal wahuh ackomaccod
baniesa ws aeefte pprea chroift ojol01 the gospelgos pel as

heaven in oarour daydaiy is
ht the holy diioaghos will laebe Heoestowed

0 o tae sincerely legitneni teutut ehg quey
wolyas a holyoly aroln 11begd P

broughthrough thithe
oly most a Vknowledge1 cledge 0otI1 things

pasta t presentresent gridand to come wi commanrogatedlit etandand the mind audand will olof the
father made known in this way the
almighty reveals his purposes to thosethese
who obey his commandments and
whose lives are pure and acceptacceptableble
before him so that they can be pre-
pared for all the events and trials that
mayliemay lieile in their pathway

if there are any members of the
church who do not know by theirir own
experience tthat chiate daaetalroeyot lvinwayay
b0las toht roey1 lioao abw live up to

privileges all should be
inn close communion with the rolyholy

andaadi through itft with the fa-
thert r or there Is danger of their being
0overcome of evil and falling by the
wayside

we therefore say to the latter day
saints the holy ghost will not dwell
in an anunholyholy tabernacle if you would
enjoy the full powers and gifts otof your
religioniOB you must be pure itif you are
guilty of weaknesses follies and sins
yenyell must repent of them that Is you
mustmost thoroughly forsake them in no
other way can we please Ggodd man
ol01 holiness is his namecisine andd he de-
lights in the efforts bf61 his childchildrenslen to
bebeirpuretire 1

OF OFIES OT0
L I1wm

weiw ei lento 0speakeak in thi strain
torfeththeIII D hiie ththe lattlatterla
pay saints in order to proprosperkp r I116 tthelie

igdon alq tto0 I1increasecreage in tthee imailline W1

0edgeige of gogonal mastS alwaysallnve bosee t
rimhim tthee presentt lais an ex raold nary
iamee whichic appears to re aire more
vetip a s en h from the ord then
ilausualual thehe church has been leftsleftakas
never for so long a time before with-
outout the public ministrations of a num-
ber of the men to whom its members
have looked torfor instruction findand counsel
not only has the number of the
apostles who could minister in public
been greatly reduced but the same
causes which have relegated them to
seclusion have had the effect to keep
many presidents otof stakes and thetheirir

I1

coutiscounselorselors bishops and their coun-
selors as well as high councillorscouncilorsCounci lors and
other active men in the priesthood
from officiating in their callings the
people have felt the absence otof these
men and the loss of their teachings and
guldaguidanceace butbat has the lord onn this
account forgotten his people no
certainly not the prayers of the
faithful men of god who have been
prevented from ministering to the
people and whose hearts have been
full of love and earnest desire torfor I1 heir
Vvwelfareelfare have been constantly offered
to the lord that he would have mercy
ouos his flock that he would make up to
them by the more abundant outpour-
ing of01 his holy spirit torfor the depaiva
ciol to which they have been subjected
iu not having the presence of many of
his servants among them

THE HAND AND PURPOSES OF GOD

the savior said it is impossible
but that offences will come buiblut he
added woe unto them throughgj whom
they come in our case offences
have come and it has appeared that we
could nonot avoid them shall we not
acknowledge the handbaud of god in that
which has taken place in sur land and
which1 affects us so deeplycyp weg who
have seen in all our affairsIS and in all
the events which have happened to us
his providence so visibly manifested
must feel that the occurrences of the
past three or four yearsyeara have been per-
mitted by him for a wise purpose we
cannot suppose that these happenings
havehaire been by chance and without a de-
sign godgad has not so dealt with us in
ucethe past mysterious as have been
many things when we had them to en-
counter time has never failed to throw
light upon and explain them when
theyhe happened we perhaps
aacknowledgedYnow ledged the band of01
the lord in therntheia hebe
cause of the lord having gaid we
should do so but this vanias upenapen the
principle ofet aaath afterwards how-
ever we have looked back to these

le venla and seeing how wondrously
god hadbad wrought we in the fullness
of our hearts andtd in view of the re
SUNSsuits have acknowledged not in faith
but in developed knowledge thatgodslandGodgods handshand was in all that hildaebad oc-
curred so with the experience pain-
fulful though it be which we are now
gagainingning

Ggodod ihasas a purpose to accomplish a
permitting the treatment wh wweegave
have received Whawhatever tibe L resuresult to
others who have te and beeneen
active in 11 ftt to us it cannot be
anything 0byU profitable and beneficial
Ulesaryewe ra elveeive it in the right spirit and
bear itif patiently one goodgood effect is
apparent the latter dayaay SAitaare
competed perhaps aftaA greater extent
than ever batore to think and aptabet
torfor them selvayea and not to depend
sq muciaq upona otothersers to leadea tthemem
81some8 not having lived so as to have
the presence and Aulguidancedance of the
holy ghost may stumble and tallfall
but those who have lived up to their
privileges will fludfind that god has not
forgotten his promises and has not
left his people to themselves nor
without a testimony as to the course
they should pursue

thic SAINTS MUST BE s

the pathway otof thathe deop otof qed
has been besetbeset v tonytaivy
have teenea vav fled wh daelabaerela Baersaersrdark aoudaal have en shrouded
iaea agbutt amidst altall these thothe still
adall voice otof the spirit or god hashaa
been hoad hishia wats have bad a
testimonymapy fromgoei him thathat the course
tthey have been led to take is tuetoe right
one and that he will never fallfail to
make known his mind and will to
them so long as they live up to his re-
quirementsquire ments

it appears plain that it is gods pur
pose to suffer his saints to be
thoroughly tried andaad tested so that
they may prove their integrity and
know the character of the lo
upon which toeythey build manbao assliias
have occurredoccurred aburingr tathe JAS k twotwelveve
months wb te0 1 ap ed to testwabo ff lgrity 4 the people
it dakbaesad not seem possible that those
who nat live goao as to have the light
of the holy ghost shining in their souls
can escape doubts and fears concern-
ing the work of god so many things
have occurred which are entirely dif-
ferent to preconceivedpre conceived notions as to
the course that would be taken in
building up zion that each one needs to
have a knowledge for himself to clear
ly understand that god is I1 d
the path which we are n
to some who iveae inclined despondto
and tkta take a gloomy vtviewew of affairs

i the ship zion may perhaps vireappear to
be drittdriftingink away from its oldod moorings
because things are bebeing done or
movements coconsented to woichwh P to
their eyes sor d cje5 0 it and

d

vuuss nabilla 1 en beir az4
vpIB who kiyehaye beenpeo lulledled k eveilji brere-

aiddingsip dings andU whohah 11haeaxe ladledea to see tthet6 w awqa wjae aaapcepl wh i

iba0 Maw10 afien led os0 talietake they
50davato6 questionedluestro 1d finandud I10 with
he counselneel atletuatat baaa befu givenalven and

themthe measuresbasure a whwhichch have been adopted
aud 4eve asserted that rVrevelation hadbad
omed and the saints were no longer
baidedgadded by men to whom god made
known hishia will the prophet joseph
during his lifetime did not escape the
criticism and censure oft this class
he was often accused of being a fal-
len prophet and of leading the church
astray duringdaring thethelonglong presidency of
president brigham young the same
charges were made and many acosta
sized because they believed as they
stated that he was noBO longer led by

the lord experience has provedd that
in all such cases those who make these
accusations are themselves in the
dark

but the faithful peoplepeaple those who
have lived strictly in accordance with
their profession as saints and with the
requirements of the gospel have
not been assailed bv doubts of
this character there might be many
thingsthingi which they could not clearly
undand estand the rasnasons for clearly

whichmight not be fully apparent to them at
the time but possessingposses sing the spit it of
god andancl being led oyby it they trusted
in the lord and felt s to leave
the management of his kingdom andits affairs to his supreme wisdom
time developed to minds thecorrectness of the course which the
church had been led to adopt this
has occurred so frequently in our
career that the instances will readreadilyily
suggest themselves to those familiar
with oureur history in this way how-
ever the faith of the people has beenconstantly tested

I1

THE ANOINTING THE SAINTS HAVE
RECEIVED

the apostle john in speaking to thesaints inba hisbis day said butbat the
anointing which ye have received of
him in you audand ye need not
that anadv man teach you but as the
same anointing tea cheth you of all
things and is truth and is no lie and
even as it bath taught you ye shall
abide in him

the saints inia our day have received
this same anointing and they should
be in a position to not be dependent
upon man to teach and tell them that
which is right they have hadbad a flood
of instruction given to them in jaysdays
that are past this iab has
covered the entire policy of buildtbuilding1139
up the kingdom of god ouon the earth
of this continued have
been to a great extent deprived of late
it has appeared to be the design of
providence that they should be left to
show to the heavens to each other andtote the world whether the truths they
have been taught have hadbad the proproperer
effect upon them or not whether
when I1lefteft to aacercertaintaju extent to them-
selves they will ba governed in their
daily lives ad acts by principle prin-
ciple to the truth of which testimony
has 4beenan borne by the holy ghost or
ax the the spirit and customs of baby
ion bbyy which they are stirsurroundedrounded but
from which they are supposed to be
gathered out

oyOF SELF examination
the present Is an appropriate time

I1or eadieach mememberaber of the church to in-
dulge I1in sell examination to measure
his conduct and lifehie iq the full
light of the heavenly principles re
healed to us ours is no ordinordinaryary
calling great opportunities and
privileges have been bestowed upon
us to us as a people has been en-
trusted the grand and glorious labor
of laying the foundation of the king-
dom of god upon the earth every
act of our lives should bbo performed
with this in view nothing should be
done by any one himself a latterler daday blut that will conflict with
the borisy which god nas announced

a P i
tto i per to be adopted in establish-

ing thatv t kingdomk in this connec-
tion I1therehere are questions which each
one should asaskk himself do 1I in all
raymy words and in all t yt
transactions oiof my life constantly
keep before me th advancement and
arpeipros pentyity of the Zzionion of god as the
first and most important considera-
tion do I1 through covetousness or
a desiredt yire tortoi personal profit and addan
tage depart from that line of conduct
which god through his and the
teachings of his servants hashag saidaalde his
saints should followsfollow do iilibyby my
word andnand actsarisseso ataop an example
before my camuy tt my childrencn ildren will
grow up tofp and womanhood
buoy ed with a love of zion and

understanding of the
plea upon which zion will be built up

many more questions of a similar
character each one can ask himself in
the process of self examination itif
these can be answered correctly there
need be no fears indulged in concern-
ing the effect of the edmunds tucker
law the confiscation suits 00 state
movement the I1boom as 1 is called or
any other measure which may be
adopted either iig favor of or against
the aloalon aj odD d respecting all these
movemovementsmetsat about which there Is more
ojfop less agitation and concern andancl per-
haps excitement there need be noiko
tearsbearg if tap latter day saints will only
be true to the genano they have
mmade with ttheu 4rodd and strictly carry
bout0 the V

i
I1 whichwebb heg has toltold

Uua Mmustt gogovernr us ipin the edingbuilding up
i0of hisIs zionPO

0

L ar we forgetjoet oraw cove
11 abadaad depart romlxalx and disregard
tbttt mgt0 Hhea hisbis given us
tebebe latter daday saints our

is tuufull oiof peril to us godsgoals
v will not be thwarted but we
shabillwrasbe scourgedurged and those who per-
sist in this course will be rejectedrelec ted and
be deprived of all share in the bles-
sings promised to zion where those
proprofessinglessing to be latter day saints
knowingly and flagrantly mtant in
contravention of the counsels
which hebe has given us then we have
cause to fear and the plots of the
wicked against us joined by the foolish
disobedience and rebellionrebellibn of pro-
fessed saints become a serious men
ace to the peace prosperity and pro-
gress of zion

praying the lord to endow every of-
ficer of the church who desires to
magnify hisbis calling with every gift and

qualification which belongs to the
priesthood which hebe bears and to fill
the members of the church with the
holy ghost and its gifts

I1 remain your brother and 8servantervant
in christ jesusjesus

W LFORD WOODRUFF

in behalf of he of the twelve
april oth 1888

after the reading of the epistle

BISHOP 0 V WHITNEY

spoke substantially as follows

it is the request of president snow
that I1 should occupy a portion of the
time in speaking I1 assure you I1 do
this only in the hope that you will sus-
tain me by your faith and prayers that
what I1 may say may be the offspring
of the spirit of truth there iss no
subject of such importance as the pos-
session of the holy ghost to secure
it has been strongly enjoined upon us
by the epistle which you have justbetheardbeard read we have been left in the
darkness of this world with this spirit
as our guide we have been left of
late more than ever before to listen to
its we are told that there
is a ligat that lighlightetethtb every manttthat cometh into the world wher-
ever we go we will find the
offspring of god manifesting this light
in various degreesdegree of intensity the
great difference between the saints
and the rest of mankind is that a chan-
nel of communication has been opened
up between heaven and earth toethepriesthood has been restored and by

power thereof men have gone
abroad preaching a restored gospel it
Is the same gospel that was preached
and practisedpracticed in olden times it was
possessedKiss essed by adam noahnoab abraham
mosesoses and otner holy men etwasit was
taken from the earth in the days of
moses because of hardness of heart
and unbelief of the peoplepeaple and the law
ot carnal commandmentscomand ments left that the
descendantsdescend anta of the ancientsclentean might be
prepared torfor the falness of the gospel
in later times this time the gospel
will never be taken from the earth
until it is redeemed the saints are
required to prepare for the coming of
christrist when he shall come in power
and great glory to take the reins of
government and this globe will be

and become the eternal
home of the people of god of all ages
the lord showed abraham the intelli
bences he had organized before the
world was and showed other prophets
his work from beginning to end
enoch was informed that the inhabit-
ants of the 11 ly city that bears his
name would descend in the latter daysdavs
and join with the new jerusalem
on the earth and the meeting
would be one ofef great joy are we
asleep that we can sit down and de-
vote ourselves to the pleasures and
ways olof this world with such a stern
and glorious prospect before us howbow
is it with us ainasaiu ts especially in salt
lake city the line of demarcation
which divides the church of chri
frumfrom the world crows thinner and
thinner every day we are living after
the manner of the korvworld 11 we have
gathered from the four quartersbarters ofet the
earth in obedience to the command ot
godglod come out of her my people
but no oneoae who listened to the words
spoken here this morning can fall to
see that the object ofu the
catbe ing is being partially de-
s royed it1t behooves usns to
call a halt and obey the words of this
epistle we come out of baby-
lon morallymorall aud spirituallymally as well asa
physically let us ask god to purgepurge
iia eva though it bring us into the
dustra tevinof penitence it isbesteris better that
we should suffer here rather than be
placed at a disadvantage hereafterwe may well heed the wise counsel ol01
the servants of god of the
spirit which dwells not IQin unclean
temples this is the day otof tilethe com-
ing of jesus thris fc thia sineking of kinga
A work of preparation is in progress
we are sup to have come here
to pave the wyway forfoi that event we
are the children of abraham itif we
were tolato inheritherit the same blessings a

promis d to hirahim we must dudo
his works we mmustUSt be as onunflinchingflinching
and obedient as he wasww in the face of
every trial obstacleeole and opposition
how will the heavens weep itif we fail
to perfiria our mission the son
of god speaking to his disciples asaidaid
akf are the salt of the eeartharth butbet if trietin
salt bath lost its savor wherewith
shall it be saltsaltededVI because god hashad
said thisthid work shall forever taits
does not give us a license to be indiffer-
ent and4 galeot to fulfill our great mis

Rhiahga sounding words may be
pleasingpleaeing to the ear out faithful are
the dounda olof a friend A man in a
day like this Is not faithful in his
calling woowho does not warn hisbis neigh-
borberandand search and reprove hisbis own
soul we came to the earth to legrulearn a
great lesson we are sent hm to be
proved to see it we will do everything
requiredaired of us this does not mean
that we shall be swayed to and fro by
every wind of docdoctrine it means that
we shall do everything that god re-
quiresiresi we cannot serve god and
mammonS where our treasure is there
will our heart sebe also la relation tote
thetae commands of god we should be as
clay in the handsbands of the potter our
selfish inclinations may oltenoften rebel
against that course we may flatter
ourselves that it is the spirit of the
lord that incites to seek the attain-
ment of selfish objects sometimes we
maybemay be led to mistake theabe spirit by
which we are actuated by practicingFacticing
self deception thereasethereThereareare three dis-
tinct spirits alluded to by the prophet
joseph the spirit of god leading up-
ward the spirit of satan leading
downward and the spirit otof mouman sosus

f

cep tible of being aperoperatedabed upapoi0
either of those two butt man hash as
er to resist the prompts 001

temtempterpter hence the agency and res jsivilitylity that which persuadeth
to do good is from god torfor satan

no man tto0 do good au
their fruits are all men known I1examples and teachings should be
that they will preserve our coils
itif they are lost because of
unrighteous course we will
held fc many young p 4

of honored names in israel are gy a0up in ignorance of the goelgo el and
i

ing everything almaim st that ged
forbidden the harvest will be eaM
and disaster on the other handband i
ararii serving god are teachteachinginz and i
juging taught the principles to the grgc j
of christ their prospect is a d

onsoas one litelife is a serious matte
somo people act as if they viewed
a gigantic joke this is a day of
carationpa ration the voice is callcalcalliasinzlius

1

pareare ye the way of the lord i
skhidisJ paths straight every v i

snailall be exalted and every mouemom j
and hill be made low 11 tiethe havhat
and proudbroad and they who do wic jj

will be brought down and the po0 ij

the meek shall be exalted aehenc
31

many instances the first shall he
and the last shall be first li 1

equality fraternity should tbbe ij

watchwords of the houboutr and ouour
audand effort the establishment otof j
order of unity and righteousness
will prepare the world torfor the co
of the great king

the choir sangsanc
the battle hymn of israel

benediction by elder lorenzyoungrung
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singing by the choir
sweet is the work my god my king
to praise thy name give thanks and
to show thy love by morning light
and talk of all thy truths at night

prayer by elder abram H canncane
the choir sang

0 my father thou th t dewelles
in the high and glorious place

when shall I1 regain thy presenpresena
andAncl agamagain behold thy face I1

9
apostle JOUN HENRY

waswas the first speaker lieile read
malachiMalacbi

behold I1 will send you elijah the
et before the 40bining of the gighei
dreadful day of the lord and liehe shet

the heartsheartS of the fathers to the elia
and tho hearts of the childrenchild to tiersem lest I1 come and smite the earth I1

curse
the hymn that has been sun

morning has probably awakened
hearts of the saints reflections
and earnest it carriescarried tho
them who embraced the GG
in other lands ito the day
there came to them an humble
clad most likely in coarse garugar
rude in speech lacking the pollpol I1

many instances of those who had
educated as ministers among theth
pie these humble elderseldera camea e
doors asking rest or thatathat ttheyhuy
speak with us otof a message abic
had committed to them Tthee

bained the principles of the goaG 8
christ they reasoned with us
the scriptures and labored to
plain the gospel which they claim
had again been revealed to men13

explained the doctrine of faithexplainedi-alawsw by which man should be
arned and the mean by
could make an acceptable often
Ggadid their words were not s
quent as those of the gifted sesc I1

utnt they brought with them the sf
word of god and while they
sometimes unable to explain
concerning man in a worldly sensesease
opened mooarto our view the holy scrip
nd taught us to understand
chey taught us that holy m 1

old as they were moved upUE

the holy ghost and explain d
the way in which we should

hey taught usns of our parents
had goneeone before and bykztthe spi
inspiration saverave us a knowledgle ag
brought gladness and joyoy to our hh

we hadbad heard the ministers 0
world dwell on the beauties 0c
gospel and the mission of jesu
we never hadbad awakened in our i i

a knowledge of gods plan tlti
humblebumble elder of christ brought I1
the intelligence that removed fro
hearts all doubts and fears and g
us in the right path

the hymn opens to our under
ing a key of knowledge and bri
ouroar realization the condition thith
lots beyond weW have been
from that sphere on a missieplaced in a position to accept or
that which god has revealed
we had when the elders ofet the C
came we believed in jesus and
scriptures and with thetee
faith we looked for a r i
for ourear good lives we were rresea
receive the principle of faith ili
not new to us it was one of the
which gladdened us when repe
and baptism were spoken of aand
we learned that god was looking k
salvation of HisS hildren as a
we rejoiced when the
the gathering was tautaughtgh t to u
when we had the privilege9e of i
tithes for the rolling on of godsgods
dersdem when we were called to
our homes and gather with the
we obeyed with joy and thanks

probably no other principle rer
to us in our day has so enabledenable


