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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITE
MAY 1844

pridayfriday erlieerile17 tiletiie state convention met in
uhethe assembly room I1 copy the minutes

Convenconvention met according to appointment
and was organized by appointappointingincinz gen uriahuriab
brown to the chair and dr F
secretary

dr G W goforth presented the following
letter and took his seat in the convention
several letters of the same character were pre-
sented by other gentlemen but we have not
koomtoomj oom to insert them

Musco utah st clairclain co illIII
may ath 181844

birair G W goforth
sir at various meetings held in this coun-

ty
I1

where I1 have had the honor of attending
and the interesting topic of the selection of a
suitable person for the high station of presi-
dent of the united states being at this time thehei
most important to americans and with thethel
names that are now before the people joseph
smith of nauvoo is recognized respectfully as
a candidate declarative in the principles crlcrict

or jefferson democracy free i

trade and sailors rights
21

and the protection of
person and property

A convention being about to be held in the
city of nauvoo on the of this monthmontt
hlayblaymayalay your name has been on every occasion
given as a delegate to said convention and
throughoh me the message to be imparted you
asking boutoyou to represent our expressions in the
casecast

please say for us as americans that we
will support gen josephjoaeph smith in preference
to any otheruther man that has given or suffered
his name to come before us as a candidate
and that at the great baltimore convention
to be held on the lath of july our delegation
to said conventioncomentionbention be authorized to proclaim
forpor us submission to the iioliomineenominee as may be by
them brought0 before the people in case ollaof a
failure to nominate joseph smith our choice

3 and unite aap nativelybatively for his support
I1 respectfullyy sirair this communication and
I1 authority is forwarded you as youryourl
I1 voucher at said convention with our hearty

prayers for the success of him whose special
name is given in the important affair

HENRY B JACOBS
agent for the friendfriendss of gen J smithsmithy

I1

i mr clays letter to general joseph smith
was then read by mr phelps and aisyalsy general
joseph smiths rejoinder which was applauded
by three cheers

I1 it was moved and seconded that the follow-
ingI1 in gentlemen be appointed a committee to
drdraftat resolutions for the adoption of this con-
ventionventven tionlon

dr G IV goforth john taylor wm W
phelps william smith and lucian IL foster

it was moved and seconded that the corres-
pondencepon dence of the central committee for govern-
ment reform of new york be read by W IV
phelps also general joseph smiths answer to
the same

new york april 20 1814
joseph smith esq

sir the subscribers the central commit-
tee of the national reform associationatsAls in ac-
cordancecordance with a duty prescribed by their con-
stitutionution1 on respectfully solicit anau expression of
your views as4 a candidate for public office on
a subject that as they think vitally affectsafflec ts
the rightsr and interests of their constituents

wee see this singular condition of aftalTaffairsairs
that while wealth in our country is rapidly
accumulating while internal improvements of
every description are fast increasing and
while machinery has multiplied the power of
production to an immense extent yet with all
these national advantages the compensation
for useful labor is getting less and less

we seek the cause of this anomaly andaveand we
trace it to the monopoly of the land which
places labor at the mercy of capital we
therefore desire to abolish thevie monopoly not
by interfering with the conventional rights of
persons now in possession of the land but by
arrestingg the further sale of aallail11 lands not yet
appropriated as privatevate property and by allow-
ingng these lands lrhereaftere beafter to be freely occupied
by those who may choose to settle on them

we propose that the public lands hereafter
shall not be owned but occupied only the oc-
cupant having the right to sell cror otherwise
dispose of improvements to anyshy one not in pos-
session ofbf other land so that by preventing
anyny individual from becomingbecoming possessed of
moreinore than a limited quantity every one may
enienjoyy the right

thibthiseibelb measure we think would gradually es-
tablish an equilibrium between the agriculaagriculturaliralirai
and other useful occupations that would en
jiaja to all full employment and fair campen

for their labor on the lands now hedaheldheid as
private property and to each individual on thetb
public lands the right to work for himself on
liishis own premises or for another at his op-
tion

an answer ai soon as convenient will much
oblige your fellow citizens

JOHN
EGBERT S MANNING
JAMESJANIES MAXWELL
LEWIS masquelierMAS
DANIEL WITTER
GEORGE H EVANS
ELLIS sikIALLEYMALLEY

nauvoonau illlil may 19441844
to john ecbertegbert S manningmanning james

maxwell lewis masquelierMas daniel witter
george 11 evans and eilisellis smalleysalSai alleyailey

gentlemen I1your communication of april soliciting
my views relative to the public lands is before
me and I1 answer that as soon as the greater
national evils could be remedied by the

efforts of a virtuous people and the
legislation of wise men so that slav-

ery could not occupy one half 0of the united
states for speculation competition prodigali-
ty and fleshy capital and so that enormous
salaries stipends fees perquisites patronage
and the wages of spiritual wickedness in er-
mine and ircelacelace 5 could not swallow up forty or
fifty millions ofor public revenue I1 use all
honorable means to bring the wages of me-
chanics and farmers up and the salaries of

servants dowdownii increase labor and money
ayy a judicious barill and advise the people
whoahovho are the only sovereigns of the soil to
petitionletiletl tion congress to pass a uniuniformpotraforra land iulalava
hatthat the air the water and the land of the
asylum of the oppressed 1 might be free
nienrien

with considerations of the hihighestlieslles reregardard
foror unadulterated freedom

1

I1 have the honor to be
your obedient servant

JOSEPH SMITH 1

after which the meeting adjourned for one
hourbourour

it was moved and seconded that thetha follow
ingig gentlemen be constituted a committee to
apappointpoint electors for this state

dr G W goforth E robinson L N
scovil peter hawehawes and john reid

it was moved and seconded that the follow-
ing gentlemen bobe constituted a central commit-
tee of correspondence having power to increase
their number

dr willard richards dr J M bernhisel
W IV phelps and lucian R foster

the following delegates fromfrom the different
states of the onionunionunion were then received by
vote

nantesNAMES COUNTIES STATES
st clair illinois

J myers esq adams do
J sene quincy do
A badcockBad lock joe davis do10
J C wright scott do
L white crawford do
S brown brown do
W B ideida sangamon do
J browning adams do
IV IV phelps hancock do
W green dod 0 1 dod0
E robinson do do
J taylor do do
11II sherwood do do

do do
john reid esq chemung11 N york
E reece esq buffBaffbuffalobloalo do
L R fosterposter N york city do
dram I1 bernhisel do do
hugh chester do
E thompson do do
S A perry essex do
wmwin miller livingston do
mrir dorlandorian kincs do
I1E york city do
P bowen chester pennsylvania
IV smith philadelphia do
J 11II newton do A 0
E hunthunterer west chester do
E woolley columbianaColicoll imbiana ohioi

W G ware cincinnati do
nobnos martin hamilton do
C brooks lake do
dusten arne do do
17 IV dryer lorain do
M J coltrin cuyahogaCuyahoga do
W green briar virginia
L B lewis massachusettsMassachuset
dr WWRrichardsichards berkshire do
E dougherty essex N jersey
W richardson burlingtonBurliburll do80
J horner monmouth do
thoathos atkinsalkina burlington do
cap R jones N orleans louisiana
E ludington do do
J harmanIIarman monroe mississippi
mr palman do do
S gully laurence do
E M sanders do delaware
E F sheets do do
J hatch alice vermont
J houston madison do
J A mikesell I1 do missouri
col cowan oxford maine
14 anderson rutherford tennessee
H stout mercer kentuckygen G auillarliiller madison do10
mr hunt switzerland indiana
A johnson middletown connecticut

L N scovill marylandand
dr L richards providence rhode islaislandnd
AT wilber do
J S swiss N hampshire
dr shodasklas kichiginMi chiginlilill
abr williams georiai
J haws Aalabamaai in a I1 I1

R alexanderalexanderalexandar I1 Union DistrictS carolina
Y randolph N ddo0
D J patton iowa
cap hathaway arkansas

it was moved seconded and carried by ac-
clamationclamation that general joseph smith of illi-
nois be the choice of this conventioncontention for pre
sid pt of the unitedunit ed states

it vaswis moved seconded I1 and carriedearned by ac
claclar nation that sidney rigdon esq of penn
sylvania be the choice otof this conventioncoincoln antion for
vice Pspresidentident of thetile united states

the nine folfoifollowinglowin Z resolutions were then
adopted the fifthfirth of which was clarcornedried by
acclamation

1 resolved thattint from all thetha facts andanil ap-
pearancescearanpearancesces thatth at areaie nowdow visible in the united
states that we believebileve much imbecility and
fraud is practisedpracticed byb the officersersera of governmentgokgoi ernment
and that to remedy these evils it is highly ne-
cessarycessarceasar that a virtuous people should arise inin
the panoply ocof their mightm andanil with one heart
and one mind correct these abualnabusessesbyby electing
wise and honorable men to fill the various offi-
ces of government

2 resolved that as unionunto i iiis powponpowerer the per-
manency and continuance of our political insti-
tutions depend upon the correction otof the
abuses

3 resolvedRcsoliel that as all political parties of
thetho present day have degraded themselves by
adhereadheringing more or less to corrupt principles and
practices by fomenting discorddiscoid and division
among the people beingbain swallowed in the
tex of party spirit and sectional prejudices un-
til they have become insensible to the welfare
odthe people and the general good of the coancoanm-
trtry and knowing that there are good men
among all partiesparpir ties lain whose bosema burn the
fire otof pure patriotism we invitemute them by the
love ot liberty by the sacred bonorhonorho lor of freemen
by the patriotism of the illustrious fathers of
our freedom by the glorious love of country
aniland by the holy principles of ag to come over
and hiphelp us to reform the government

4 resolvedResohed that to redress all wronwrongss the
govegovernment of the united states with the pre-
sident at its head is13 as powerful in its sphere
as jehovah 13is inin his

5 resolved that the better to carryearn out the
principles of liberty and equal rightrights jeffer-
sonian democracy freetree trade antand1 sailors rights
and the protection otof persanerson aimaiu property we
will support general nephmephjoseph smith of illinois
for thethe president of the united states at thetbt
ensuing election

6 resolved that we will support sidney rig
esq of pennsylvaniapennsylvahir for the vice

dencydoidol 03
7 resolved that IPwe will hold a national

conventioncontention at baltimore on saturday the
day of july

8 resolved that we callcail upon the honestho iestlest men
of all parties in each state to send their dele-
gatesates to said conventiont

i9 resolved that all honest editors through-
out the united statesstites are requested

I1
to publish

the above resolutions
resolved that those gentlemengentleman who standsand

at the head of the list who navehave gone to the
several states to take charge of our political
interests be requested to use every exertioncpreer tion to
appoint electors in the several electoral dis-
tricts otof the states which they represent Aandnd
also to send delegates to the baltimore con-
ventionven tion

resolved that dr goforth and john reidesq 1beerrequestedquested to furnish a copy of their
speecespeeches forlorr publication

resolved that the electors be instructed
to malemake stump speeches in their different dis-
tricts

resolved that the thanks of this meeting
be given to mr hancock for his patriotic
sonsong

it waswaa movedmoi ed and seconded thatthit orson hydellyde
11 0 kimball david 8 hollisterHollisterater orson pratt
and lyman wight represent this convention
at thetile convention to be held in baltimore on
the of july nextnet

sidney rigdon esq thentjien addressed the
meeting and was succeeded by the following
gentierentiegentlemenmemmew genGETz joserhJOSEPH SMITH DR G IVW

LYMANlynian WIGHTdight W IV pm ars
JOHNjoirT TAYLOR hynus Smikii and joiljon
ESQ

it was moved seconded and carried that
the thanks of this meeting bsbe given to the
chairman and secretary

the convention was addressed inin an
speech by sidney rigdon esq showing thetho
politicalpoliticaloli dishonesty of both henry clay andmrtinmartin van buren and stating his views and
the present condition of the country

dr goforth rose and addressed the conven-
tion in the following eloquent strain
mr chairman andrellow citizens

As an american a citizen of st clair
countycounts and of the state of illinois with the
deference ever acknowledgeded on occasions like
this I1 feel the aspiritP 1rit of oledobediencelence that was re-
quired of one of oldoid1 d when he was bade to take
off bibbis shoes for he wagwas walking on holy ground
and that this wagwas a holy cause

influenced by the distinguished honors paid

me on thethet of april in the convention thenthem
herelere hellheld and the invitation to asa Glate enchi
thishia occasion I1 feel that on occasionsoccaslonasiona of this

importance it commands the rallying excusedexcuses t

of mormovemoree tilillthanan a or Blmortier ddesdeb

fieerarationnationtion that to hava names now brought bcbe
ore an americanAme rican people that have for the last
burteendurteen years or longer been like the foot baldball

of the sportsman and the extraordinary select-
ed subjects of derision and contumely that
new expressions are about to be made that the
people are about to trace back the erroneous
doingsloinda of a nation to weep andind lerent for male-
factors to examine the old buildingbuilding that in
those davsdava wasas founded by and
for want of qualified tenants has become occa-
sionallysionally tinned with althfilth and spurious matter
that its anticipated soliditysolidify to thathe beatinbeating
storms has ceded and its firmness in various
ranges assumed dubitable typeyleyietaewae Jeffersjeffersonianonlan doctrines have been for
sal-en mr owr andanil nion have been
abandoned andarid sarcasm ina their
stealstead adoptadoptedol and modern american growth
in the unhealthy tones of vice farce non 5sus1

Us
cenance of truth and non valorous deeds iiiin
their stead the only objects for promotion cap-
tioned by thesthesa expressions to this anaugust0
assembly

in the character of a delegate from st clair
couilcountyty I1 say that reform politicpoliticallyalty asaa wellweil
as morally claims the present ffoeldyleid
many gu ernative exercises of the variousvannoisvarnvari ois pre-
sidents since those days that were honored by
a washington a jefferson madison monroe
and jackion havebave been to AzaB RICANS thornsthorna
whose irritability never cease whose national
maligna depodepot has been indelible and that hashm
cankeredcinkered the lovely cement that 11gergerminates in
the days of the Revonevorevolutionluion in 1776 aniami that
werewele by our forefathers fosteredfkastlastered willi hope of
amelio the conditions of thithias andaad previousF
generations

unwillingin i agas I1 may be to offer to myray nation
the least attackattach af reproach yetyat as publicity
was given of a western convention to takee tiupp
the ssubjectabject of a natiurationalionallonal meritinerio by
andani instructing delegates by the expression of
1aI will to submit to the nominationdomination of the bal-
timore conventioncontention and covenant to support thetho
nominee and with rillitgiltil thafes utterance of owour dis-
approbation of martin van burensbureaus ever
ing before the lovers cfor the 76 cause in ayany
cliarcilarcharacteracter that might respect or recognize him
as a portion of rnmaterialateria in the erection or ccon-
struction

on
st ruction of this american microcosm I1ionon this
occasion stay the ceremony of exposition I1
enibletrembletr for our once happy country at thatheth
threat of van burensdurens election agaagain11 i hbyY ttbthohao
americans to the presidency and thank god
that the age of grygray hairs will to every amer-
ican iinn these days say look ere you leap binca
1819 1I have riskednaked an americans part for thetha
sustenance of democracy and I1 do as

everevar shadshaddshadedd by the promisepremise af0
better times while the LOCKER ivawas opened
andphdand the ameayr scans hope rilriitillill spillspirutlon this occasion delegates hasten to the
Balbaibaltimorebalsimotimo convention and like americans weiva
tiustrust will represent the cares otof a nation and
claim the western peoples choice open again
as in the declaration of Independence 1 the
assertion that all men are createdcheated eckechialxoilal that
they are endowed by their creatonCREATOR wilhwilb cer-
tain

car-
tain un al tenable rights that among these arcare
LIFE LIBERTY auanaull the OF
HAPPINESS that to secure thesythese rightsrighta
governments arainstitutedin among menraen deriving
theirthein jastjust powers from thetha consent of the gov-
erned that wheneverhenever any form of government
becomes destructive oftof thehe ends it iais theamrhrightt
of the people to alter or to abolish it and to
institute a new government laying its founda-
tion on such principles and organizing ituita
powers iq such form as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety and happi-
ness 2

LIGHT ANIAND TRANSIENTZT CACAUSESus maydaay be by
party opposition to bethebothebe the movers for this proproa
position of REFORM but with one voice wsiva
will respond nolno nolno no for very many
years agitating ceremonies have roused from
theirthoin slumber and caused hethe of0

to look back and rehearserehe arso the tales re-
memberingmembering the savage shriek and calling up
to horrible vivification the bloody bannerbannerss afc
britain when the unholy proffer was made for
mave Y OR when the cradle wasivas

only a forestforst of uncertainty and our
as in the hands of Heheavensaverils king silstistainedsustained to
impart the voice of0 patriotic perfection and
excellence

this day associates with our recollection
much of the history of americans and but for
thetho want ofor time atwould be rehearsed tifisthis
day sweetens recollection with the privilege of
a convention to tell over the natio 11 aI1 grievances

1

the omissions of ojoofficialacial duty and the usurpa-
tion of power this day only
whispers the silly lilliputian efforts of mis

by VAN BUREN BENTON
and BOGGS this day published for days
passed has told the world that to be free waswis
ohrour privilegeprivilege that to renounce VAN
ISM would bebe healthy to americansamericana that to
dis sanction the deaf eared cocostumes3 of a
housed scorpion was prudent and to tell thothe
old veterans of 1776 that those rights occupy
our wills and the spirits of our fathers yet
mingle in our blood and stimulate our actions
to nobly die defending thethem covenant made by
the signers of the declaration of ind
on the ath day of july IT1770


