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we have
i

great reasonreasonioto be thankful
for the blessingsblessingswewe enjoyas individu-
als and as a people there is no other
people on the earth that we have any
knowledge of who are blessed to the
same extent as this people called latter
day j saints if we ureare blessed more
than others we should be more thank-
ful rt than others the blessings and
bounties of the lord upon us are bebolboi
stowed according to our faithfulness
and i obedience to the requirements
made of us we have seehseen times in our
history as a people that if the hand of
god had nothot been immediately over us
wewem have perished but to secure
hibhis blessings lord requires the

obedience of his people this is
our citydutye we obey thothet loidlord him
who iais called jehovah the grentgreat iamlamIAU
I1 amiaamla man of etoetc we
arearo underudder many obligations to obey
HIMhint Howshallhow shallbhail we know that we obey
him therethero is hutbut one by
whichchich we can know it and that is by
the inspiration of the spirit of the lord
witnessing unto our spirit that we are
His thabthat wwe1e love himhins and that he
loveslove us it is by the spirit of cevela
tionne know this we have no witness
to lourourselvesyourselvesselves internally without the
spi revelation we llavehave no wit-
ness butoutwardly only by obedience to the
ordinances

about the time I1iwaswas preparing my
selfseif embrace the gospel there were
great reformation meetings and many
professed to be converted those were
veryveny stirring times the causecauso of reli-
gion was the great topic and theme of
conversation and preachers were bullof
zealzeab to bring souls to christ through
repentance and faith in his name I1recollect eryverycry distinctly that if I1 per-
mitted myself 10ito speak in any of their
meetings the spirit forbade me men-
tioning

mefi
or referring to the testimony of

jegust only in a superficial way A few
who believed in the everlasting gospel
which hadbad beant

1

revealed through
josephljoseph the prophet testified in theirtheli
meetings that they knew by the spirit
of revelation that god had done thus
and BOso and they were hooted at imme-
diately by those reformers if I1 spoke
at allinallali in I1 had to guard
every word buttered lest I1 shouldbould of-
fend those who professedsed to understand
theeothe gospelpolpel of life and shiskisalvation butcho
diddidlotinot gradually we broke through
this fear and venturventureded to utter the
sentiments of our hearts in faith beforegod delivering that to the people whichch
the lord had revealed to us such is
the condition of the professed religious

portions of christendom todato dadit Ttheyey x

refuse to receive wetile musjesus j
through reverevelation from his pkiritipirit haj
theyhey believebelleve in tlewetie wms

and mappingsrappingsfigs foul de
graded spirits who delight to lead
astray rather than to guide to the truth
they seek unto them that have cami
liar spirits and unto wizards that beeppeeppeep
and that mutter should not a people
seegeekunto their god for thethetho living fo0
the eadel unlessuness weabl arbare wibb tto
beI1e guidedide d by the revelations

of I1 by obeying ahuahad
living up to the principlesprinciple of his gos-
pel we are as apt to believebelleve ond thing usas
another and to be influenced by and
follow the dictations of a bad spirit as a
good one we havehive the same testimony
agats the faithful followers of the lord
jesus had anciently I1

the scriptures made ususee of by eldergeo A smith this morning show the
way in which the former saints became
the god but as many as re-
ceived him to them gave he power to
become the sons of god even to them
that believe on his name who did
receive him and believe on his name
did the jews as a nation no did
the gentiles as nations no A few
jews and a few gentiles only received
him and believed on his name when
the gospel was preached to the jews
and to the gentiles a few had ears to
hear eyes to see and hearts that un-
derstoodderstood by the spirit of revelatorrevelaton they
belltelibelievedrelievedeved the sayings of the savior and
received the lord jesus christ as the
promised messiah it is written the
son can do nothing of himself but what
he seeth the father do for what
things he boeth these also boeth
the son likewise for the father lov-
eth the son andsheweth him all things
that himself boeth 11 again it is writ-
ten I1 for 1I have given unto them the
words which thou davest me the
disciples believed the words of the sa-
vior and proved to him and to his
apostles that they were sincerosincere and
honest in their belief thus they were
entitled to the spirit of revelation
through their obedience they asked
andland they did receive not the spirit
of bondage again to fear but the spirit
of adoption whereby we cry abba
father the spirit itself bearingaring witvityit

ness with our spirit that we are the
i children of god 17 while the same
holy spirit or comforter becomes the
testimony of jesusjesua to all true believers
he will reprove the world of sinbill andana

of righteousness and of judgment
for in the days of the savior many who
did not receive the gospel were pricked
in their hearts and they did perish
although convinced obits truth and
so it is todayto day wherever the gospel is
preached by thetho Elderseiders of this church
many are pricked inift their heartlandheartsheartlandsAnd
tieythey testify in their own conscience
that it is from heaven and yet they willvill
not receive thetho gospel and perish in
their sins they smother the spirit of

within themand
ter darkness than before whosoever
belibellbelievetheveth that jesus is the christ iaIs
Ilorntornbiorn of god 11 when a manaman or woman
anciently renounced the jewish rellreli-
gion or any of the sects of it that then
existed among the jews forsaking
every mode of worship excepting thatthae
which jesus introduced it was regarded
as a sufficient testimony that they were
honest that they were bornboril of god
and all the sincere and honest believers
received the testimony of jesus which
is the spirit of prophecy and received
power to become his sonsbons

I1 think however that the rendering
of this scripture is not so true as the fol
lowing namely but as many as re-
ceived wlmhimhim to them gave he power to
continue iolo be the sons of god instead
of receiving the gospel to become the
sons of god my language would be to
riecereceivelveive the gospel that we may continuecontinno
to be the sons of god are we not all
sons of god when we are born into this
world old pharaoh king of egypt
wastronjustt aias muchamuch a son of god as moses
and aaron were his sons with this dif
feren cehe rejected the wordvord of the
lord the true light and they received
it for this is the condemnation that
light giscome intoint the world and men
loved dardarknessignessliness rather than light be
cause their deeds argare evil then we
receive not theahthe gospel that weiye may be-
come the sons of god but that we may
remain the sons of god without rebuke
inasmuch as all had apostatized they
had to become the sons of god by adop-
tion still originally all were the sons
of god we receive the gosgospelfieljiel not
that we may have our names written in
the Laitlambslbslus book of lifelire but that our
names may not be blotted out of that
book for saith the lord he that
overcometh the same shall be clothed
in white raiment and I1 will not blot
out his name out of the book of life

why because chehad overcome through
his faithfulness My 11 tchatihat
thereerepa e awas apsarsasbrandasbnandand edajdadaueglitahterer 0of
adaeladautant andano EveAborn
whose names were not already written
in the lambs book of life and there
they will remain until their conduct is
suchkuch that the angel who keeps the
record is authorized to blot them out
and record them elsewhere these are
myiny views on that intricate point but
we are satisfied tousto useubeethIsthis scripture 03

our translators
1Iinownow wish toio make an application of

this to ourgur own ilayhay by what means
shall the people of this generation be-
come the sonsbons and daughdaughtersterA of the
almighty by believing on the lord
jesus christ yes how shall they
know that they believe in him by
yielding obedience to the gospel as it
is revealed to us in this generation at
the same time believing in all that has
been revealed to others until nowhow con-
cerning the children of men the cha-
racter of god the creation of the earth
the ordinances of the lords house the
oracles of truth believing in all things
that have been revealed to mankind
from the time that the lord first began
to reveal his will to them now we
say to the people of the century
and we speak the truth and lielle not
whosoever believes that joseph smith
junr was a prophet sent of god and
was ordained by him to receive and
hold the keys of the holy priesthood
which is after the order of the son of
god and power to build up the king-
dom of god upon the earth to gather
the house of israel to guide all who be-
lieve and obey to redemption to restore
that which has been lost through trans-
gressiongressionsidn whosoever believes this be-
lieving in the lord and obeying his
commandments to the end of their lives
their names shall not be blotted out of
the lambs book of life and they shall
receive crowns of glory immortality
and eternal life this is for the
century for the generation of people
now living and who lived thirty or
hirtythirty seven yearsyearsagoago iamismI1 am botnot now
preachingreqc 1 1 dg to a congregation of
falieversev r but to the saints and I1 now say
to you saints and to the unbelievers
that allailallail who reject the gospel who de-
spise the principles of life and salvation
that have been delivered to us they
must taste of the second death if they
do not repent there may be some
however who are so ignorant that re-
pentancepentance is yet left for them this is
the gostelgospel that we preach the testi-
monymon y wwhichichieh we send forthferth to the world
inculcating strict obe to the re-
quirementsquire ments of heavenheaved which is expect-
ed from all who embrace this gospel
for example joseph the prophet said
to the colesvillelesvilleCo branch eileliisellell your
farms 11 so hebald to otheroiher branches
gather up andan 1 let us go to the ohio

and they wenwent and from the ohio to
missouri beffrebefore we went to the ohio
oliver cocowderyadery peter whitmer junr
parley P pratt and ziba peterson start
ed in the fall of 1830 to visitvilh the land
where the centre stake of zion wis
afterwards located when joseph went
up he located the city those who had
farms and stores were instructed to sell
outouttoto forforsakerakesake all to give to the poor
andand to impart of their substance to sus
tainlain this elder clothe another elder
and to send another on his missmissionionIOD

which they did and up they got and
to the ohio and to the missouri they
moved what other people would have
done this they are not to be found in
christendom while in missouri they
moved from county to county and then
back east into illinois for thus said
the lord through the prophet joseph
return to illinois and there the prophet
waswa killedskilled then the hordofword of the lord
to us was gather up my people and
flee to the mountains and hide your-
selves and there wait until you shall
see the hand of the lord made barebarei
and the wrath of the almighty doureapoured 1

out upon the wicked nation that has
consented to the death of my prophets
impart of your substance was the word
of the lord to them and who were
there in all those tratrains1

ins of saints that
did not impart of their substance
when we left missouriMissourlwewe covericovenantedanted
before the lord that we never would
cease our endeavors until the lastman
woman and child should be brought outout
of missouri to illinois who wanted to
be moved A few tarried in missouri
and apostatized when the persecuted
and driven saints reached illinois the
word of the lord through the prophet
joseph waswag gather up to commerce
which was afterwards namednailed nauvoo
wc oidoldid noknol lose sight of one saint in
missouri and gave our means to gathercather
out the last and least saint that would
leave when the word came gather
to the mountains from Natiwailnauvoo we
agreed before we left that city that we

would use our means and ouyoay influenceflu ce
to gather the last gaintsaint to heam n
bains I1 have entime and time again
tontan quirequiro if in nau-
voo who wished tobe gullergathereded to tuese
mountains if there are any let them
come for we have means andand teamsteama to
bring them this proves that we have
kept our covenants now the word of
the lordislord is go forward press onconr the
kingdom of god is onward and upward
thehe proof of this declaration 1as before
mewe todayto day

who believes joseph smith to be a
prophet these my brethren and sis-
ters who are now sitting before me
they entertain no doubts onoh this sub-
ject they may sometimes be tempted
and tried and neglect their prayers
until they hardly know whether mormpr
monism is true or untrue the cares
of the world we know very well flood
in upon them hutbut letidt me tell you one
thing and I1 want you to0o seriously re-
member it if you are in darkness and
have not the spirit of prayer stillabill do
not neglect your prayers in your fami-
lies in the morning you fathers and
husbands get down on your knees and
when the cares of this world intrude
themselves upon your devotions let
them wait while you remain on your
knees and finish your prayers brdr
dadanielniel D hunhuntstys blblessingeasing over a dinner
in missouriMissburlburi ihben he and benjamin
clapp first met is a very good prayer
forfoi us all it was iio0 O lord save us
from error if you can say no more
than this very short but comprehensive
prayer go down upon your knees and
say it when you have labored faith-
fully for yearsyeara you will learn this sim-
ple fact that if your hearts are aright
and you still continue to be obedient
continue to serve god continue to pray
the spirit of revelation will be in you
like a well of water springing up to
everlasting life letlenglenono person give up
praying because hebe has not the spirit of

letany earthly circum-
stance hurry you while in the perfor-
mance of this important duty by
bowing down before the lord to ask
him to bless you you will simply find
this result god will multiply blessings
on you temporallyand spiritually let
a merchant a farmer a mechanic any
person inin business live his religion
faithfully and he need never lose one
minutes sleep by thinkthinkingillg1119 about his
business hohe need notnoe worry in the least
but trust in god go to sleep and rest
I1 say to this people pray and if you
cannot dado anything else read a prayer
aloualoudd that your family may learhear it un-
til you get a worshippingworshipping spirit and are
fullfall of the nichesriches of eternity thenhen you
will be prepared at any time to layjay
hanishandshands on the sioksick or to officiate inin any
of the ordinance4 of this religion I1 do
not recollect that I1 have seenseon five min-
utes sinceonce I1 was baptizedbaptisedsedseft that I1 have
not been ready to preachreachrench iia funeral ser-
mon lay balibandshandss on theibe sicksiek or to pray
in private or in public I1 will tellteil you
the secret of thisthib ariarlin allail your business
transactions words and Ccommunica-
tions if you commit an overt act re-
pent of that immediately and call upon
god to deliver you from evil and give
youyon the light of hllhis spirit never doadondo a
tillthingng that your congconsciencedence I1 and the
light within you fell youou jsIs wrong
never do a wrong but do all the good
you popossiblyishibly can never do a thing to
mar the peacepeaceableablerabier influence of the holy
spirit in youyour then whatever you are
engaged in whether in business in
the dance oror in the pulpit you are
ready to officiate at any time in any of
the ordinances of the house of god if
I1 commit an overt act the lord knows
the integrity of my heart and through
sincere repentance he forgives me be-
fore josephs death he had a revelation
concerning myself and others which
signified that we had passed the ordeal
and that we should never apostatiseapostatize
from the fajthfaith af the holy gospel and
said joseph if lucre is any dangerdangen of
your doing illisthisthib the lord will take youyon
to forthwith for you canno
stray from the truth 11 when men an d
women havohave traveled to bertaln point
in their labors in this iffeI1fe god sets a
feeal them that ttheybey iievernever eancansnifforsakeahe their gd or his khkingdomidamidom for
ratherjatherj than they aboshouldI1 siioxio0 ua he11 e wwinwihi I1 i

aat once take ththamthemmtto Him proba
blythblytlels 1iss so with many of the elders
who us loilaudand over wbwhamwhomgm
many mourn isay to god
give thattusks nornertertar who knowskhoii but that
had they lived there might have been
trials to passpabs through which they could
not it is altall right blesbiesblessed ba
the name of the lord

may thetho lord bless youyon amen

A of point daitdaiedalencondAIendAltconneon lace in
the paris exposition represents
days labor in its manufacture


