-“é

330

| ————

M

For the Deseret Evewing News.

@’ﬁ‘jliual Poetry,

TO “OUR DIXIE” COLONISTS.
Go forth in faith, go forth with zeal.
With firm intent for Zlon’s weal,
Goforth with energy and will,
Your migsion, w.l 1 God's help, to fill.

Thaha?;'rénl ids' must be reclaimed—
Thehowling wilderness, be tamed: - -
And Zion’s sons, and daughters too,
Have this important work to do.*

We know the curse is on the soil,
And man with sweating brow must toll
Until the earth, redeem’d at length,

WiIil; erown'd with beauty, yleld in strength,

Imagination’s pow'rs are quaint,
In boldest scenes romance can paint,
Compared with those in “‘Dixie land,”

“Poriray’d by Nature's master hand,

There many a darken'd feature shows
Th’ effects of dread voleanie throes;
And soft expressions seem to start
With mimie touch of chiséled art.

There, mountain cliffs with grandeur rise
Until their summits reach the skies;
While here and there, a gaping gorge
That swells the claims to Vulean’s forge,

This Dispensatlion teems with eare
And toll and etforl everywhere:
The cords of Zyon must be lengthen'd—
Her stakes, be multiplied and strengthen'd,

Onward and Upward is the word,
Atwhich the saintly pulse is stirred—
Faith and integrity impress
A seal on ultimate success,

Inglorious ease awards no prlze—
In duty’s path the treasure lles;
Andon its terminus, the key
To life and immortality.
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REMAREKS

By President Brighamm Young, delivered
in the Old Tabernacle, Great Salt
Lake City, November 17, 1867.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

We have great reason to be thankful
for the blessings we enjoy as individu-
als and as a people. There is no other

ople on the earth, that we have an

nowledge of, who are blessed to the
same extenfas this people called Latter-
day Saints. If we are blessed more
than others, we should be more thank-
ful: than others. The blessings and
bounties of the L.ord upon us are be-
stowed according to our faithfulness
and obedience to the requirements
made of us. . We have seén times in our
history as a people, that if the hand of
God had not been immediately over us,
we must have perished. But to secure
Hip blessings  the: Lord requires the
strict obedience of His people. This is
our ‘daty. We obey the Lord, Him
who is ealled Jehovah, the Great I AM,
I ama man of war; Eloheim, ete. We
are under many ‘obligations to ob
Him. Heowshall we know that we obey
Him? There is. hut one methed
which we can know it, and that is by
the inspiration of the Spirit of the Lord
witnessing unto our kpirit that we are
His, that we love Him, and that He
loves us.' It is by the spirit of revela-
tion we know this, We have no witness
to 'ourselves internally, without the
spirit of revelation. e have no wit-
ness outwardly only by obedience to the
T Abeabais thavs |
bout the time I was preparing my-
self to embrace the goapel?:hﬁra w;&fe
great reformation meetings, and many
professed to be converted. Those were
very stirring times. The cause of reli-
gion was the great topic and theme of
conversation, and preachers were fullof
zeal to bring souls to Christ through
repentance and faith in Hismame, I
recollect very distinetly that if I per-
mitteéd myself To speak inany of their
mestings, the spirit forbade me men-
tioning or referring to the testimony of
Jesus, only in asuperficial way. A few
who believed in the everlasting gospel
which . bad been' revealed through
Joseph; the prophet, testified in their
meetings that they knew by the spirit
of revelation that God had done thus
and so, and they were hooted at imme-
diately by those reformers, 1IfI spoke
at allin theirmeetings, I had to guard
every word Tuttered, lest I should of-
fend those who proféssed to understand
the gospel of life and salvation, but who
didmet. Graduoally we broke through
this fear, and ventured to wutter the
sentimentsof our hearts, in faith before
God, delivering that to the people which
the Lord had revealed to us. Sach is
the condition of the professed religious
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‘astray rather than toguide to the truth.
‘They "Seek unto them that have fami-
liarspirits, and unto wizards that peeli),
rand that mutter; should not a peeple
seek unto their God? for the living fo
‘the dead?”’ Unless we' are willing to
be __ﬁulded,.px he reyelations of ih
gpirit of the Almighty, by obeying and
living up to the principles of His gos-
pel, we are as apt to believeloné thing as
another, and to be influenced by, and
follow the dictations of a bad spiritasa
good one. We have the same testimony
as the faithful followers of the Lord
Jesus had anciently. -

The scriptures made use of by Elder
Geo. A. Smith this morning, show the
way in which the former Saints became
the sonsot God. ‘‘But as many as re-
jceived Him, to them égﬂm He power to
|become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His name.” Who did
receive Him and believe on His name?
Did the Jews as a nation? No. Did
the Gentiles as nations? No. A few
Jews, and a few Gentiles only received
Him and believed on His name. When
the gospel was preached to the Jews
and to the Gentiles, a few had ears to
tl;ear{ eyes to see, and hearts that un-

ers
Lelieved the sayings of the Savior, and
received the Lord' Jesus Christ as the
g;nmised Messiah. It is written, ‘'The

n can do nothing of himself, but what
He seeth the Father do: for what
things soever He doeth, these also doeth
the SBon likewise. Forthe Father lov-
eth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that Himself doeth.” Again, it is writ-
lb&n “For I have given unto them the
iwords which thou gavest me.” The
disciples believed the words of the Sa-
| vior, and proved to Him and to His
apostles that they were sincere and
honest in their belief. Thus they were
entitled to the spirit of revelation
through their obedience. They asked
and they did receive, ‘‘not the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but the spirit
of adoption, whereby we e¢ry Abba,
Father. The spirit itself bearingwit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God.” While the same
Holy Spirit, or comforter, becomes the
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Y [ testimony of Jesus to all true believers

““He will reprove the world of sin, an

of righteousness, and of judgment;”
for in the days of the Savior many who'
did not receive the gospel were pricked
in their hearts, and they did perish,
although convinced ofits trath. And
80 it is to-day; wherever the gospel is
preached by the Elders of this Church
many are prieked in their hearts, and
they testify in their own conscience
{that it is from heaven,and yet they will:
not receive the gospel, and perish in
their sing. They smother the spirit of

ter darkness than before. ‘“Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Clrist, is
Forn of God.”” When aman or woman

ey |anciently ‘renounced the Jewish reli-

‘zion, or any of the sects of it that then
the Jews, forsaking
every mode of worship excepting that
which Jesus introduced, it was regarded
'as a sufficient testimony that they were
honest—that they were born of God—
and all the sincere and honest believers
received the testimony of Jesus, which
is the spirit of prophecy and received
power to become His sons.’

- I think, however, that the rendering
of this Scripture is not so true as the fol-
lowing, namely; “‘But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He power to
continue to be thesons of God.' Instead
of receiving the gospel to become the
sons of , my language would be, to
receive the gospel that we may continue
to be the sons of God. Are we not all
sons of God when we are born into this
world? Old Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
was just as much a son of God as Moses
and Aaron were His sons, with this dif-
ference, he rejected the word of the
Lord, the true light, and they reeeived
it. 'For ‘‘this is the condemnation, that
| light is'come into the world, and men
loved darkness .rather than light, be-
cause their deeds are evil.” Then we
ireceive not the gospel that we may be-
come the sons of God; but that we may
remain the sons of God without rebuke.
Inasmueh as all had apostatized, they
had to become the sons of God by adop-
tion, still, originally, all were the sons
of God. We receive the gospel, not
that we may have our names written in
the Lamb’s book of life, but that our
names may not be blotted out of that
book. For, saith the Lord, ‘““He that
overcometh, the same shall be c¢lothed
in white raiment; and I will not blot
out his name out of the book of life.”

portions of Christendom to-day. They Wh y? berﬁﬁae hehad overcome through | wot |
refuse to receive the testtmony of Jesus his faithfulness, My doctrine i8, that| to gather the last Saint to the moun-

graded spirits, who delight to lead

%mtig ns_of the litis rendered by our translators.

by the spirit of revelaton; they |

teonvietion withinthemand gointo grea-.
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in the Lamb’s book of life, and there
they will remain until their conduct is
uch that the angel who keeps the
ecord is authorized to blot them out
and record them elsewhere. These are

my views on that intricate point; b,lléT

we are satisfied to use this Scripture

T now wish to make an application of
this to our own day. " By what means
shall the people of this generation be-
come the sons and daughters of the
Almighty? By believing on the Lord
Jesus Christ? Yes. How shall they
know that they believe in Him? B
yielding obedience to the gospel as it
is revealed to us in this generation, at
the same time believing in all that has
been revealed to others until now, con-

;3

| wounld use our means and mu‘-inﬂu&hce

through revelation from His spirit; bat there never was a,son and .daughter of  tains. I have senftime and time in
they believe in Y&E mutterings, whis- 'Adam, nr:}' Eve born onithig earth, gquire if thereawas & Saint in Nau-
'perings and rappings, of low, foul, de-“whose na (13 wers not alrédy-- ritte p who wished- ered to these

mountains. If there are any, let them
come, for we have means and teams to
bring them. This proves that we have
kept our covenants, Now the word of
“the Liord is go forward=press on. The
kingdem of God is onward and !lpwax;d.

The proof of this declaration is before

TR YT R Y S |
Who believes Joseph Smith to be a
prophet? These my brethren and sis-
ters who are now sitting before me.
They entertain no doubts on this sub-
ject. They may sometimes be tempted
and tried, and neglect their prayers,
until they hardly know whether *‘Mor-
monism?” is true or untrue. The cares
of the world we know very well flood
in upon them; but lét me tell you one
thing, and I want yon to seriously re-

cerning the children of men, the cha-

member it; if you are in darkness, and

racter of God, the creation of the earth, | have not the spirit of prayer, still do

the ordinances of the Lord's house, the
oracles of truth—believing in all things
that have been revealed to mankind

not neglect your prayers in your fami-
lies in the morning, You, fathers and
husbands, get down on yourknees, and

from the time that the Lord first began | when the cares of this world intrude

to reveal His will to them. Now, we
say to the people of the 19th century,
'nnd we speak the truth and lié nor,

whosoever believes that J oﬁh Smith, | Daniel D. Hunt's blessing over adinner

rophet sent of God, and

Junr,, was a
by Him to receive and

was ordain

God, and power to build up the king-
dom of God upon the earth, to gather
the house of Israel, to guide all who be-
lieve and obey to redemption, to restore
that which has been lost through trans-

ression—whosoever believes this, be-

ieving in the Lord, and obeying His
commandments to theend of their lives,
their names shall not be blotted out of
the Lamb’s book of life, and they shall

receive crowns of glory, immortality }

and eternal life. This is for the 19th
century, for the generation of
now living, and who lived thirty or
thirty-seven years ago. I am not now

reaching to a congregation of unbe-
ievers, but to the Saints; and I nowsay
to you, Baints, and to the unbelievers,
that all who reject the gospel, who de-
agise the principles of life and salvation
that have been delivered to us, they
must taste of the second death if they
do not repent., There may be some,
however, who are so ignorant that re-
pentance iz yet left for them, This is
the gospel that we preach, the testi-
mony which wesend forth to the world,
inculeating striet obedienc® to the re-
guirements of heaven, which is expeet-
ed from all who embrace this gospel.
For example, Joseph the prophet’said
to the Colesville branch, ‘gell your

farms.” o he'said to other branches, |

“gather up and let us go to the Ohio”
and they went, and from the Ohio to
Missouri. Before we went to the Ohio,
Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer, Junr,,
Parley P. Pratt and Ziba Peterson start-
ed in the fall of 1830 to visit the land
where the centre stake of Zion w
afterwards located. When Joseph went
up he located the ¢ity, Those who had
farms and stores were instructed to sell
out, to forsake ail, to give to the poor,
and to impart of their substance to sus-
‘tain this,elder, clothe another elder,
and to send another on his mission;
which they did, and up they got, an

fo the Ohio and to the Missouri they
moved. What other people would have
done this? They are not to be found in
Christendom. hile in Missouri they
moved from county to county, and then
back east into Illinois; for, thus said
the Lord, through the ropﬁet Jose
return to Illinois; and there the prop
was killed. Then the word of the Lord
to us was; gather up my people, and
flee to the mountains, and e your-
selves, and there wait until you shal
gee the hand of the Lord made bare

and the wrath of the Almighty poured’
out upon the wicked nation that bas
consented to the death of my prophets.
Impart of your snbstanee, was the word
of the Lord to them, and who were
there in all those trains of Saints that

did not impart of their sub;-:t.anee?iaﬁal upon them that the

When we left Missouri we covenanted
before the Lord thit. we never wonld
cegse outr endeavors until the last man,|
woman and child ghould be brought out
of Missouri to Illinois‘who wanted to
be mdéved. A few tarried in Missouri
and apostatized. “When the persécuted
and driven BSaints reached Tllinois, the
word of the Lord through the prephet
Joseph was, gather up to Commerce,
which was afterwards nn?md Nauvoo.
We did not lose sight of one Saint in
Missouri, and gave our means to gather

hold the keys of the Hely ,Priesthood | for yg
which is after the order of the Son of | from error.”

eople |

as | tions, if’

h
et |

{(many ign

themselves upon your devotions, let
them waif while you remain on your
knees and finish your prayers. Br.

Eﬂl Migf::ri, Ithlen he and Benjamin
a met, is a very good prayer
. all; it was: ‘'O, Lord, save us
| If you can say no more
than this very short, but comprehensive
prayer, %gdnwn upon your knees and
say it. hen you have labored faith-
l'ufly for years, you will learn this sim-
| ple fact, that if your hearts are aright,
and you still continue to be obedient,
continue to serve God,continue to pray,
the spirit of revelation will be in you
like a well of water springing up to
everlasting life. ILetno person give up
praying beeause he has not the spirit of
prayer gneither let any earthly circum-
stance hurry you while in the perfor-
mance of this impoitant dufy. By
bowing down before the Lord to ask
Him to bless you, you will simply find
this result, God will multiply blessings
on you temporally and spiritually. Let
a merchant, a farmer, & mechanic, any

erson in business, live his religion
aithfully, and he need never lose one
minute’s sleep by thinking aboat his
| business; he need not worry in the least;
but trust in God; go to sleep and rest.
I say to this people pray, and if you
cannot do anything else read a prayer
aloud that your family may hear it, un-
til vou get a worshipping spirit, and are
full of the riches of eternity, then you
will . be prepared at any time to lay
hands on the sick, or to officiatein any
of the ordinances of this religion. I do
notrecollect that I have seen five min-
utes since I was baptised that T bave
not been ready to preach a funeral ser-
mon, lay hands on the sick, or to pray
in private or in publie. I will tell you
the secret of this. In all your business
transactions, words and communica-
you commit an overt act, re-
pent of that immediately, and eall upon
God to deliver you from evil and give
you the light of His spirit.” Never do a
thing that your conscience, and the
light within you, tell you is wrong.
Never do a wrong, but do all the good
you possibly can. Never do a thing to
mar the peaceable influence of the Holy
Bpirit in you; then whatever you are
engaged in, whether in business, in
the dance, or in the pulpit, you are
ready to officiate at any time in any of
the ordinances of the House of God. If
I commit an overt act, the Liord knows
the integrity of my heart and through
sincere repentance He fo

ives me. Be-
fore Joseph's death he had a revelation
cﬁncﬁruing myself and others, which
signified that we had passed the ordeal,
and that we should never apostatise
from the faith of the holy gospel; and,
said Joseph, “if there is any danger of
your doing this, the Lord will take you
to Himefﬂ_furthwit.h, for you cannot
stray from the truth,” ~ When men and
women have traveled to a certain point
in their laborg in this life, God sets a
y Dhever can
forsake their God or His kingdom; for,
rather than they shoulddothis, He will
at onge take them te Himself. Proba-
bly thig is so with many of the elders
wio re taken from us, and over wham
utly. mourn. I say, to God
give thanks, Tor who knows but that
had they. lived there might have been
trials to pass through which they eould
pot overcome... Itisall right, blessed be
the name of the Lord,

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

out the last and least Saint that would
leave. When the word came, “gather

to the mountains from Nauvoo,’”’ we|the Paris Expos
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