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JWpost hawhas a lead-
ing article on the government of cit-
ies in which a plan is suggested for
the government of chicago the JWpost

it unfortunate for the future of
that city that no member of the consti-
tutionaltutittfonalional convention which is framing a
liewnew constitution for the state has11 48 the
wisdomwisdon to seeee tho widedide and very impor-
tant difredifferencerence between the government
off a city and thothe government of a state
ftA thinks a city government properly
ought to be nothing more than a com-
pact between thetha citizens of a particu-
lar locality for the purpose of making
improvements in a uniform manner of
fguardingZuarding property against accidents by
nirefire or other calamities of maintaining
order and of doing various other things
ofafa a material sort and defraying the
expenses thereof and that the choosing
ofef officers for rulingruling the city ought to
be nothing more than a choice of men to
levy taxes sandand spend the money that the
taxes yield it assertsassents that theha calami-
ties that have overtaken many of the
cities of the country chicago among
the others aroare wholly due to a wrong-
ful assumption of power

the obvious remedy in the posts
opinion for the watewaste of money the
disorder and danger in society and the
approach to bankruptcy is among
etherother things the restriction of the right
to votetote to those who have municipal
interests that is property interests
to protect 11 itsita pplanpianan would be

to reorganize all the large cities of the
state under a general layrlaw which should
ampel each common council to meet in
two boards or bootsootsectionsionslons the members of
one of wohwhich should hebe elected only by
men hayinghaving a property qualification to the
amount of a thousand doldoidollarslarh and only to
this board when elected the right to ori-
ginate bills or ordinances for the expendi-
turere of money should be confided the
other board should bebo elected by popular
acclaim and its ascent to any n
should be to mademado that apropo

a
11 it 46whilethus argues property

would lyegyehayehave a newnow guaranty of safety by
being practically placed under the guard-
ianship of those who payay the takestaxes theLTpersonal rights of tom dicdickbickk and harry
who have not even a bed to sleep in wouldwould
isetseme perfectly protected by the board which
they and their fellows would be able to
detect10 taltyl

the post would have municipal
magistrates appointed and they should
hold office for life or during
good behavior elections should be
frequentnn allali taxes should be col
lectar at one time by one manraan salar-
ies of city officers shoula be limited by a
generalbeneral clause in the constitutioninstitution and
n eveyeves other way possible the govern-

ment should be simplified purified and
strengthened

the postdost prompromiseslaesibes to elaborate this
plan more fully ansomeat some future time it
thinks something of this kind necessary
to save illinois municipalities from sure
destruction but while a good plan of
government is excellent this Jsis not al
that Is needed in large cities incor-
ruptibility strict integrity and honesty
aud Wiisewise management are needed to
correct the evilevils under which many of
the municipalities east and west groan
no mattermattei how good and strict mhdih plan
of government may be ifit those holding
office arearo deficient of these necessary
qualities it will be a failure pinceplace
pure houerhoue q t audand wise

1 4men in and
if the planpian of govern be only a poor
one their administration will beratisbe satis-
factory and successful chicago isiIs a
great city and has a sellseilwelltell established
reputation for enterprise commercial
activitynativity and wealth yet herhir cabican
learnlearnt lessons 0or wise ahirmill economical
management in municipal affairs from
saitsalt lavre cityeity the day is nothot urdisfsrfar dis

dpn tuatha management otofI1 the
cemacera ofouiour city will be as huchmuch a cause
of admiration as the industry temper-
ance and good order of the inhabitants
bowarenow are to visitors

CIVIL SE VICEMICE millBILM

ams Bill which mosnosvmsTOS introducedIntroduce intodinto the
house of representatives lately byarby mr
jenckes of Rhod Island contemplates
a great reform in bee civil service of the
country it watwaswa wm L marcy of
newnow york who I1 credited with hayhavhayinghavinging
enunciated the doctrineloctrine which has
given rise to the present practice of po-
litical appoint inks that to the vic-
tors belong the iousloub 11 merit in tbthe
early days of the was

the chief qualification for office
but when men gt to look on position
as a means of revrovarding their followers
with the of office all this
changed bortl had but little to do
with appointments ifit a man had benbein
a faithful partyhack or had friends
who could wield influence and control
votes he waswaa th manforman for the place re-
gardlesszardgardless of any other qualifications
under the system men are ap-
pointed fortor services

mr beheherickesJe rickesakes mlkii proposes to makomake a
reform on this pine it providesprovidea sub-
stantiallyly for cocompetitivepeti tive examinations
for allali appointappointmentsants in the civil ser-
vice except pospostmastersasters and such off-
icers asareas are requiem to be appointed by
the president bablandand with the consent
of thiethe senate L provides for the ap

of thee commissioners wwhoho
bailbaliballshall constitute i civil service commiscummis
sionslon lo10 hold offlie for five years this
commissCOMMISAcommissionign is 6 prespreeprescribecribe the qualifi-
cations requisitefor an appointment to
each branch andan grado of the civil ser-
vice to establish rules governing ap-
plications and laminations and the
periods and conditions of probation
and repreportorttoto angress at the opening of
each beseesslonsion examination of all i

officers is to bobe held every four years
and suchauch as marma not be found qualified
are to be reconrecommendedmended for dismissal
and to be dismissed cordinglyaccordinglyLb the
prespresident1dent or senate may require an ap-
plicantplicalicant for any office that requires con-
firmationfir by ththi senate to appear before
the beard andana be examined as to his
qualifications 1

it is the bill be-
coming a law lain discussing the sub-
ject it was suggbuggsuggestedistedosted that the principal
robberies of tbth government were per-
petratedpet rated by ahse high officers whose

I1appointment required confirmation bbyy
ttheseSenate it was asked ifa competitive
examination be applied to the
lower offices vhy not hold good as to
the higher ofinass why not apply the
samebame principle tolo members of congress
the author of fliethe bill said there were

offices the scope of the
bill and only offices outside of it

INCOME TAX law
THE income tax law is declared by
the chicago tribune to have expired
by its own limitation on the slatalst of de-
cember 1870 to establish this view it
quotes the lawslawa which have been passed
on this subject

the act of 18344 I1posingimposing1 m the income
tax provides

I1 anaand the dudaiyy haiheroinhereinn provided for shall
be assessed collected and paid upon the
gains profitsprofithotwoto incomes for the year end-
ing the alst 0 december next preceding
the time for the levying collecting and
paying said duty 11 UU S statutes volTOL IS13
page 1

that the doties on incomes herein im-
posed shallshail bebo leviedegied on the day of may
and be duo aulani payable on or before the

day of jujune1
he in each year until and

including the jear 1870 and no longer
TL 8 statutes voivol 13 page

cherack of 1855 on thetho same subject
provides

and the duty herein provided for shall
be assessed collected lindand paid upon the
gains profits andend incomes for the year
ending the of december next preced-
ing the time for levying collecting and
papayinging saldsaid duty US statutes at largeYXyolvol IS13 page 47

I1 the act of 1866 provides
that the taxes on incomes herein pro-

posed shall be levied on the day ofmaylAlay
and be due andind payablepliable on or before the
mh day of june anin eideh yearyetar until and
includingincluding tthee year 1870 and no longer
U S

1
statutes vol 14 page

the which is the latest act
on the subject provides

and the tax lereinherein provideprovided1 for shall
boie assessed collected and paid upon the
galiasgalius and income for the year
ending the day otof december next
prepro ding the time for levying collecting
and paying said tataxx 11 U S statutes vol
14 page 47

1 that 04thetho taxtaxese on incomes herein im
rosed
1

shall be levied on the day ol01
march and be duedup and payable on or before
the soth day 1l in each icariyear until
and including the year 1870 and no
longer 17 S statutes vol 14 page

it arguess that the law has always pro
tidedarneargetthatat the income tax shellsheil be lev-
ied in either march or may of each year
and that the tax shall be for the income
of the year ending december 31 previ-
ous the tax upon the incomes of 1869

is therefore now due and payable but
according to the lawlatr no tax was to be
levied after march 1 1870 except on the
incomes of 18691862 the commissioner of

i internal rtrevenueevenue notwithstanding the
law as to incomes accruing in any year
subsequentsubaubsequent to
weanbeen collecting the income tax since
january 18701 uponpon the salary of per-
sona

per-
sons engaged in the public servicebervice his
authority to do thisthin having been ques-
tioned the commissioner applied to the
committee of ways and means of the
house of representatives to legalize his
conduct which action of his the tribune
views aaas tantamount toatonto a confession that
he was wrong thathe househouge passed a
joint resolution which the senate
amended

jnin both cases the tribune bayssays
I1 it igIs an attempt by congress to revive a

dead act by a simple declarationdWi that it
must be construed differently from what it
expressly provides

if congress wants to continue the in-
come tax law it should reenactre enact the law
and not resort to the device of declaring
black to be white the whole difficulty
however arises from the exigencies of the
commissioner of internal revenue who
has been collecting a tax for five monmonths
after the expiration of the law imposing
it and to covercover upandandleandielegalizegaliza his proceed-
ingbinl congress finds it necessary to declare
that a tax which by law expired deceit
berher 31 1809 did not expire on that dryday and
will not expire for a year later

THE trual

our dispatches thisthia morning bring the
intelligence that the jury
in the mcfarland caseI1 after two hours
deliberation at the closecloae of the trial
returned a verdict of acquittal this
trial has excited far more thauthan ordi-
nary interest and will no doubt be re-
garded in future as one among the
causes celebres of the country the
positions occupied by richardBichardsoneon and
the man who blewslew him tended to cre-
ate and excite public interest to a hihighh
pitch mcfarland was a member of
the legal professionbionblonsion and well known
to the public of new york richardsonriehardBichard sonaon
was a man who possessed not merely a
local celebrity his reputation and great
ability as a writer and journalist had
secured for him a national reputation
and cheninwhen in addition to this the strange
and awful circumstances are kemem
bared under which the IL arriage cere-
mony was eventually performedit is no
wonder that the public mind has been
kept on the stretch from the inaugura-
tion to the close of the judicial proceed-
ings n the case

great efforts have been made by the
counsel for the proseprosecutioncutlancutian to prove
that nothing criminal ever transpired
between richardson aandud the former
wife of mcfarland but very few who
have read the history of the affair as
brought before the public from the time
of the first attempt by mcfarland to
shoot richardson up to the close of the
trial will give any credence to such a
supposition the circumstantial evi-
dence of guilt is strong enough we
think to stagger the doubts of the
most skeptical if however it could
be proved that no liaison ever occurred
between the late A D richardson and
mrs mcfarland their course was suf
focient to arouse the jealousy odtheof the most
unsuspecting person living constant
attentions by night and day at home
and abroad from any one man to the
wife of another are apt to undermine
faith in platonioplatonic devotion however
strong the pretensions to that which
may be eekbek up

but supposing that all claimed in this
respect bo true and that the relations
of the dead man and the living woman
were no nearer than those allowed by
friendship the manner of obtaining the
divorce waswaa enough to rouse the resent

deadly man
houiboul there was the faintest trace of affec-
tion for wife and child renand
ence during the trial has shownasafarfar
as words and professions can that mc-
farland entertained thehe most passion-
ate love for both wife and children

the divorce in this gasecase was obtained
apbothethe teletelegramsgrams and eastern exchange
le6s have informed us notnol in the state
in which the parties resided butinhutinbut in an-
other notorious for the easeeabe with which
muchfuch affairs are obtained and it was so
managed and controlled that mcfarland
knewknow nothing afpf it until ththe decree had
beenbeun granted who can wonder under
such circumstances at a man thus out

raged killingkilla him by whose wirework
ing and machinations it had been ef-
fected especially under the reflection
that that individual had beena con
beantstant visitor and guest in his family
andaud that the privileges and opportuni-
ties thus afforded had been used to alien-
ate his cifes affection and to deprive
him forever of her society and assoriaassocia

I1

bonseions Aviewed in this light the mildest we
think in which it can bevibe viewedewid thelitheilthere
are verytery few men we think possessing
a sparkbpark of the spirit of manhood butbat
would have acted as mcfarland did
and avenged euch a great wrong by
shedding the blood of the wrongdoerwrong doer

for ourselves however we see little
or no room to doubt the criminality ofot
Richardrichardson and bibbis victim before the
divorce was obtained his letters to
her some of which were read by the de
feneefence duningduring the triaitrialtrials were such as no
honorable man would write to the wife
of another and such we think as no
mmanan would write to any lady except
they heidheld to each the closest possible
relationship

the telegram in relation to the clos-
ing of the trial does not say upon what
ground the verdict of acquittal was ren-
dered the counsel for the defence have
persistently endeavored to establish the
plpieapleaa of insanity aaas a justification for the
act of mcfarland from a perusal of
the brief outline of the evidence fur-
nished by the associated press dis-
patches we think there was abundant
evidence of mental excitement but
none of insanity and we hope that no
such considerations have influenced
the jury in rendering their verdict
through the pressure of public opinion
in similar instances in the eastehst ver-
dicts of acquittal have been rendered
not on mental but moral grounds
because public feeling justified the act
of killing the violaterviolator of the seventh
commandment we trust and bellebelieveitvelt
laIs BOso in this case this is a healthful
symptom whenever manifested and
there would be hope for the diminution
of much of the corruption now preva-
lent in society if the ancient law were
rigidly enforced and death was in
every case meted out to the adulterer

the result of the mcfarland trial we
have no doubt will give very general
satisfaction for however great a horror
there mayway be inn the mind of any person
to shedding the blood 0af a
ture there are few who would not eay

amen to such an act when the suf-
ferer as in this case possessing all the
qualifications of a gentleman but none
of the instincts of a man of honor ob-
tains entrance to the family circle of
another and then uses his wiles and
arts to destroy its sanctity and to bring
shame disgrace and dishonor upon itsita
members

to the infamous bill known
by- the name of bullotCulcuiculloralorn the washington
correspondent of the missouri democrat
a republican paper says

to the surprise of everybody and the
consternation of many the bill is reported
by howard and cragin with more
violent clauses than before I1 am told that
senator nye the chairman and senator
schurz disclaim any partnership in these
newnow clauses the obnoxious featuresleatures of
this bill are these

1 marriage is made a civil contract min
utah

2 neither the mormon churchlaburch nor any
of its floersofficersof or members can solemnize
marriage

3 no marriagemarriagreagro is valid in utah unless
registered in the office of a county register
appointeda by the governor of utah and
ssubject to removal by himut4 anybody present at a mormon mar-
riage spiritual or real shall be punished
by fine or imprisonment in the penitent
iary

5 nobody 1 I who believesbe levesloves in the rightful-
ness of polygamy shallshill be qualified for
the jury serkerservicevice attorneysattorney a have the un-
restricted right of challenge for affiliation
with polygamy and the judges are com-
mended to turn any such peipelpoisonssons out of
tbthe0 jury forthwith

these are the main features of the how
ard cragin bill it is unnecessary to say
that for whatever violence or extravagance
the possible passage of such a bill may be
responsible its abettorsabet tors will be held to ac-
count before the country which is not at
Ppresentresent unusually excited overoven mormon
affairs and which hadbad hoped that by quiet
and pacific measures polygamy waswai hasten-
ing towards its decline and fall

dismissing the object for which this bill
was primarily introduced it is to be com-
plained of as setting up the dangerous pre-
cedent of interfering with trial by jury
with liberty of conscience and with the
hightright ofor neighborhood governmentgovemment it is
to be feared that its appearance at this time
is apieceaplaca ofstrategy to divert public atten-
tionon from the enormities of the tariff andaethe various extravagancies which have
aroused indignation it iais problematical
whether the bill will not lie buried in the
senate and grow unwholesome by the time
of warm weatherweatherythero batbut if it returns to the


