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1D, I'm going to take a run dowiy
to New York tor a day or so.
You witch out ot the effice until
1 et back. Nothing speclal do-
fng here, but something may come up.
Address me at the Grand hotel until
further notice.” ‘Thus spoke Col, Che-
ney to his friend and associate, Sidney
Guthrie, one bright, warm morning in
June,

"What Is it, colonel? A business trip
‘or fust a desire to have a look at old
Broadway "

“Roth, 814, both, Chicago I8 a lttle

ldead now. I've put in a pretty hard
\winter and spring, and now 1 think
{1 take a vest for o few days.  Of
|gourse I'll look in the office several
jtimes while I'm there

“All right Jack, We'll try to get
jalong without you for awhile. Have a

¢ imood time and come back when you're

‘rosted.”

Jeft, the ebon-hued faithful servitor,
rwas told to get the colonel's bag ready.
iSometimes when away on rips Col
ICheney took Jeff along ns hin personal
tatiendant, Jefr hoped he would do so
"thie time, but the colonel sald

“No, Jeff, not this trip. Next time
maybe, I'm Jjust going to loaf for a
twhnp in New York and viclnity, and
1 want to get away from everyone'

“Ah'in drefful sorry to #e you go,
skunnel, but Ah'll try an' survive”

“Oh 1 guess you'll get along all right.
{Mr. Guthrie will probably keep you
busy.”

“Dat's fes it, kunnel, Mistah Guth-
jrie do keep me pow ful busy, mo'n you

0.

YWell, Jeff, I've noticed you're get-
ting & triffe fut and a little extra work
won't hurt you, et out, you rascall”

“Yes, sah,  Huh, huh,” chuckled Jeff,

a8 he went out. Jeff once gald “He
always noticed Kunnel Cheney only
abuse does he loved, W'en he was
pow'ful perlite ter anyone hit meant
dar was gwine to be se'yus truble”
The Lake Shore limited that even-
fng carried Cheney easgtward, and he

gave himeelf up to complete relaxation.
He was tired, brain fagged, and want-
¢ & lttle surcense. He burled himself
$1r & light novel and just lald off, At six
fhe next night he landed (n New York.
At the Grand hotel he met saveral
chance acquaintances. After supper he
wandered up to the Casino, Some Hght
fantastie musical comedy was playing
there, and Cheney really enjoyed it
Between the ncts ho strolled out in the
foyer and was enjoying w (ulet smoke
when he heard o volce say!

“By Jove, It can't be, No-yes It in,
Hello, Col. Cheney, how are you ™'

The colonel turned, and there slood
Mr, Darfus P. King, pregident of one of
the great Ufe insurance companies,
Cheney knew him well, had done a
great deal of deliente and intricate
work for his company, and Mr. King
had a profound lking for Cheney as a
detective and s a soldler, but above
all a8 a man. They saw eiach other
frequently when either came to Chi-
eugo or New York, and as Mr. King
was a wealthy unencumberesd widower,
Cheney was more than glad to see him,
A cordinl handshake and he said:

“Why, I am glad to see you, King,
more than glad.”

S“What brings you cast this time?”

UNothing, King, absolutely nothing."

ONothing! Well, by Jove, this |8
the firgt time Pve cver known you to
be doing nothing. s

“Well, you see, 1 got @ little tired
wut, wanted to get away, and here 1

am for a few days' rest’

“New York's a good place to rest.”

The commencement of the second act
futerrupted the conversation, but after
the theater the two men went to a
yestaurant, had a quiet Jittle supper
and & heart to heart talk, 1t was 12:30
when they parted, and Cheny was (o
funch with King at 12:30 the next day.
“Come down earlier than 12:30," said
BKing, “and stay as late as you llke. My
ofice 18 & good place to loafl

“I'ye never seen any loafing there
laughed Cheney, remembering that
King was called “the stilletto” on ac
gount of his incisive manner and ac-
tlons, “Good night, old man.”

“Good night, colonel”

Aboft noon the next
glrolled into the stately marble plla
on Jower Broadway, known ns the
fiome office of King's life Insurance
company. It was llke getting up 1o
royally to reach the head of one of
these great financial institutions, but
Kol. Ceney's card was an open
gesame, and in a few minutes he was

day Cheney

comfortably fixed n  King's palatial
office, My. King was scated behind
his desk, on% which were papers,
whecks and what not All about was

A seeming confusion, bat the president
Knew evory paper, every item,
SAnvihing new, King?' asked
ney, lighting a fragrant oigar
SN0 answered  KIng holding a
package of papers and a check In his

Che-

hand, He looked intently af the pa-
serg, studled o minute, then raising
‘ns eves, he sald

Sheney, here's n peculiar case
T've heard you speak of ‘hunches,’ [
remember your man Guthrie has had
peveral successful ones I've got one
right now, have had It ever alnce
these papers came to me for approval
yesterday morning, and, like Bancho's
ghost, it will not down/’

YWhat's the case, King?' asked
Cheney, beginning to take notice.  In-
tultively his mind scented mystery,

“It's a death claim for $100,000, That
i itself 1s not unusual, and the papers

are regularly made out. The policy
had only been in force 30 days, when
the insured died That, too, |8 not
unusgual, but the ¢lalm comes up from
Mexico, and everything from Mexico
geeks of frand”

"“Where does the hunca come in?

“Phe ‘hunch' says it's feaud,  But

fhe papers huve been passed on by the
Narlous regular departments and com-
mittees, nnd sent me for approval, I
guess I'll have to sign them up and
get them out of the way)' Mr. King
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dipped his pen in the Nk and waw
about to sign his name, when Cheney
quletly said

“Walt—don't ign.”

“Why not?"

Well, I'm awsy on a vacation, and
this trip to Mexico looks goud to me,
You give me the papecs and draft for
$100,000, also glve me anthority to ac:
in the case, I'll go to Mexieo, and it

1 find everyihing O K Il pay the
elalm: If not, why I'll run down the
culprit for you"

“RBy Juve, that's & good idea You

In a few

bt U1 do it, and gladly."”
and all

moments the check, papers
documents were In Cheney's posses-
sion, and Aafter luncheon he bade
King good bye, saying he would study
the papees all afterncon, and that
night would leayve for Mexleo. He did
study the papers carefully, from the
upplieation to the death elaim. The
two medical “xuminations, fnspection
rdport, everything was tun due form.
The insured’s name was Juan Sllva;
oecupntion, ratcher; residence, noar
Torreon, Mexico; the cause of Joath
was glven a8 typhus fever, and the
beneficlary's name was Marta Silvn,
glater,  The medical examination re-
vealed the fat that Juan Silva had
one brother and sister living, none
dead; the father and mother had been
killed years ago by the Yaqul Indlans.
The family history was good; Juan
Silva was 45 years old, wealthy and
healthy, and according to the Amari-
fean table of mortality had an expec-
tation of 81.7% vears. Yet one month
after he was dead and his sistor was
te get $100,000, “That's a good deal
of monsy for a Greaser,” muttered

Cheney., "1 never saw one worth that
much.” The agent in the case was R
H. Thomas, aganey manager af o
peon, and the promfum, $3 876, had
beon pald in cash on delivery of the
polley

That night Cheney left for the

gouth and five days afterwards lunded
in Torreon, The Mexican Is n sus-
pleigus being at best, and once let 8

well dressed American (Gringo, as
hir 18 4called) alight in one of thelr
towns and everybody, from the Jefe

Politlco down to the humblest peon
hug & guess as to what his business is
Cheney was no different from  the
rest He spoke Spanish rather well
and allowed hix landlord and others
to imagine he had money and wanied
to purchase a mine. This was hbk
most plausible tale, because the Sil-
vag, he learnad, Mved back In the
hills and he would have to go there
in course of the investigation, Cheney
carefully looksd un the partles in the
case.  Thomas, the agent, was well
known., He lived well, wrote a goul
deal of {nsurance, drank a good deal
of mescal and pulgue, and was rather
familiar with monte, He had & claim
or two, and rumor had it that he was
going In heavy for mines. He was re.
puted 1o have a wealthy brother back
it the states who would back him
financially Thomas was a trifle
sporty, perhaps, but not enough to
condemn him, and hig accounts were
In good shane. That much Cheney
had learned before leaving New York,
The two doctors were named Wil-
marth and Saydam, both men of char.
acter, Wilmarth being especially well
thought of by everyone. He had Jved
In_ Torreon for years and had ade
many cures considered maryvelous by
the natives, The Inspector was Chas,
M, Bull, a plain spoken, honest gen-

temun So much for the ingurance
slde
Marvia Silva, the heneficlary, was

about 26 years old, and, llke all Mex-
ican women, looked n great deal old-
er.  She wasn't very popular; In fact
the Silva family, though reputed to
he wealthy, was not thought much of
in ‘lh-' vielnity of Torreon Their
huecienda was situated about 19 mfles
due west of Torreon, midway between
there and Guarda. Kduarde Siva
brother of Maria, wus a typical MN-‘
lean high roller, The bull fights at
Mexieo City and Chihuahua were als
ways graced by his presence., Juan
Bilva, the deceased, for years had
been 4 recluse and was seldom seen.

The application and examination
had taken place in Torreon, and yet
the physician's affidavit attached to
the death claim had been made In
Guarda and signed by two erivun
doctors, Beltran and Agulles by name,
The undertaker also came from
Guards; In  fact, in life the business
was trangacted in Torreon; in death
in Guarda. The only man who ﬁgurwi
in both cases was "Thomas, the agency
manager {n Torreon, and the man that
wrote the pollcy.

“That's devilish funny,”
Cheney as he went over the case,
“"Why couldn’t those death claim pa-
pers have been signed here? Dr. Wil-
marth should have seen that corpse.”
Cheney determined to take Dr. Wil-
marth into his confidence, and did so
The doetor was more than willing to
belp hhn,

One morning & short time later they
qulietly slipped out of Torreon and that
afternoon were In Guarda. They called
on Drs, Beltram and Agulles, They
were good enough doctors and evider |A
Iy honest in their statements, In an-
¥wer to A duestion by Cheney Di
Beltram sald

“Yee, he and Dr, Aguiles had attend-
ed Juan Bilva, He had virulent typhua
fever and after a fow days' sickness
he suddenly died. That was all they
knew of the case.”

“Not mueh, Is it, It
said Cheney,

“No, and [ am prone to bellews
doctore,”

“Now for the undertaker.'

That worthy's name was Sanchez,
and he was a shifty Mexican

“81, senor, he had burfed Juan
va; such a grand senor he was!*

“Cut that, please, senor,” snapped
Cheney “You are sure the body was
that

muttered

Wilmarth?"

the

Sil«

of Juan Silva?

“Ah, graclas Dio, senor, have [ not
known Juan Silva for many years?
S, &1, it was his body, there could be
no mistake.”

“Where did you bury him?"

“At Dolores, on the hill
senor."”

Not much was
cheg, and Cheney and Wilmarth left.

“Doctor,” sald Cheney, I'm golug
tg have that body exhumed. 1 Know
it won't be in a very pleasing state,
but you can perhaps tell whether the
body % that of the man you examined
for insurance.'

‘Unless there is o marked discrep-
ancy between the corpse and the Juan
filva | examined, T may haye trouble
In making an identification, but we
shall see,"”

It wag not an easy matter to get
permission to have the body exhumed,
but 4 Judiclous use of money and
moral suasion won out.  Two husky
peons were hired and Cheney sent for
Hanchez, the undertaker, but he had
disappeared, The party went to the
cometery and after more  trouble
found the grave of Juan Silva

Cheney and Dr. Wilmarth sat down
in the shade of a tree while the peons
dug. They even smoked a corn husk
cigarette or two, g0 commen in Mex-
fen, Mexican peons wlll work Just
g0 fast and no faster, and It was slow
work wiiting. But finally their shov-
els struck the coffin box and & little
later it wayg lifted out and placed un-
der a tree. Only a few minutes were
needed to remove the screws, expos.
ing the casket, When the Hd was Jift-
ed and the contents exposed. D Wil
marth sald:

“Well, hy voboniel, the body has
™

yonder,

made out of San-

The detective was
uppermost now. A few quick motions
and the entire top of the coflin was
off, Thero was o mass of quick lime
and matter exposed, but all semblance
of a human body was gone, A few
strands of dark hale at the head, the
dlm outline of a body, and the leather
gole of a shoe at the foot were all
that remained,

“Look at your medical report, quick,
doctor, How tall wus the man you
exumined 2"

“8ix feet one; weight, 192 pounds.”

A tape line eame out of heney's
pocket and he carefully measured from
the hair to the sole, following the out-
iine of where the body had lain.

AFive teet nine, doctor,” he sald, I
thought 80, A case of snbstitution, by
all that's good. Now to nab the birdm
We'll have them by tomorrow night,”

Dr. Wilmarth had lived, so long in
Mexico, he was somewhat imbued with
the prevalent Manana spirit, but his
American blood roge rapldly under the
Influence of Cheney.

. The next morning about 11:50 they
roda up to the Siiva hacienda.

cgenorite Sliva at home?' he asked a
gervant,

o9 sanor, sl and in a few min-
utes Senorita Maria Silva appeared on
the porch.

YBuenos Diag, senors,” ghe said, in
the soft langunge of old  Mexico,
“Won't you sit down?”

Thank you, senorita,” sald Cheney,
ralsing hig hat. “Dr. Wilmarth and 1
represent the life Insurance company
in which your brother Juan was in-
gured.’”

At the mention of the name “Juan"
the senorita raised her dark eyes 1o
heaven, made the sign of the eross and

Cheneay looked

murmured; “Madre de Dijos,” Under
hig breath Cheney muttered “hypae-
erite,”” and continued;

“Yes, senorita, I have come down

from New York to settle the claim,”

Settle the claim, genor! You mean
you will pay me the money?' The
senorita's eyes were sparkling. Cheney
was watching her closely,

Well, senorita,” he replied, smiling,
“here Is 0 New York draft on the
Anglo-American bank of Mexico Clty,
for $100,000, [t's made payable o your

order ™

Ah, senor, I thank you, I thank
you."

“Don’t thank me, Ssenorita, thank

vour brother Juan, who was thoughtful
enough to provide for you.'"

“Ah, Juan! 81, poor Juan.” Again
the solemn “"Madre de Dios.””

Chepney determined on quick action
and sald.

‘Renorita, the minute [ am cone

are entitled " to this check
you shall bhave it; but I'm not con-
vinced now--far from it. I know you
are not entitled to it.” 'This last he
thundered at her and she recoiled, al-
most paralyzed,

“What=you-—mean "

vinced you

she gasped.
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) 3 ppearad iy Thomas' office. llr.m‘ R
:o whs am’zklnl his elgurette and bulld.

ing alr castles when Col. Cheney mald:

“Mr, Thomas, I belleve?"

“Yes, alr.” L

“I'm Col. Cheney, ronmmun" the
home office of your cumpany, am
compelled to glu you into custody foi
fraud in the Sliva case,'”

“Praud! Why, man, what are you
talking about?”
vgenorite SUva has confessed, Mr

"Thomas: Sanchez has decamped, and
vour game iz up.”

He
for 1 yearu o
aneant yz‘"' Was hin goppen o il
lived *ATh, becauss pg po.
(heei{ nchey was AUKhH( 1 | 1
ame sentence, :‘"“"Hl {0 rec.‘,.w‘
pardotied by Diuz ang 1o 0 Va o
Cheney und King ¢ the yeyy,

s

had g ay;

2 nney 3

Y?‘? &:“3; and Choney wyig. ' Nen
i uneh’ was 4

man, gued ope, |

Next stopy:
Fovernment.”

twittine ¢
* Ruesiun

It didn't take long to eonvinee
Thomas that the game was pp; then
BT ————— —

A New Version,

“fven the monks of 8t. Bernard have
succumbed to the Vmgrrﬂ of mechanical
gelence, and have thoughtfully arranged a
motor-car service from the valley to their
hosplee.”

The shades of night were falling fasi,
Aw through an Alpine villuge past
A Dblaze of light, & notse, a smoll;
Men said;  “'Chat’s Brother Gabriel
'N his motor car.”

“Oh, stay,” the tourlst malden cried,
“1'd love to have you let me ride!
Pop's chauffeur, way back home, ‘s a filer,
But what I want's a holy friar

- N a4 motor car.”

“Drive not so fast,” the old man sald,
“There's o pollce trap on ahead!”

The frint dashed on, out of sight;

Back came the scent, from up the height,

’

'N a4 motor car,

Onward he flew, and ever higher,

Until an lee ¢hip tore his tyre,

Or thhigs hegan to break, or bend,

And Brother Gubriel had to mend
His metor car.

The car heneath
'tween his

His brow was sad!
He crawled; and muttered,
teeth,
Words that a friar should never know,
He (for example) murmured: “Blow
The motor car!”

weo. " ARO y o z
wNe irz, in he, by the faithful hound,

. Fran cured in the snow waa found,
. Sul! grasping in his hand of jce
A spanner, gripping lke & vice
His motor car,

: JOHN BROWN'S SAFE FOUND.

mderlyy Back . 1
The sheet fron safe owned by John-Brown at the time the famous aboli- Finderty back b RIOIRSLS DRPS,

And thawed him, to “mote” nevermore;

tionist left New England to participate in the stirring scenes in Kansas and And, from the mountain's ley erown

at Harper's Ferry was recently found in the loft of a barn at Indian Orchard, A Soam "r'f,,.m;::u',‘,.'“:.f‘lr.‘“m"ly down

Mass, _ ~Westminster Gazette,
The safe 18 of added historical value as in it reposed the documents relat- BPERRY Aa IPE O < RV BRI
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ing to the agreement between Brown and Massachusetts anti-slavery leaders
which resulted in Brown's going to Kansas to assist {n  making the state
Yeree,"

A number of historical organizations are secking to buy che relic, It is
likely that the safe will become the property of the John Brown assoclation
of Torrington, Conn.,, which has preserved Brown's birthplace,

are lo be married soon, He wanted
money: 1 didn't have any. He Knew
my brother Juan wag not strong. He
would iosure his life for $100,000; an-
cther strong man would be examined
and then disappear. Juan would dle,
papers would go In from Guarda 8o Dr.
Wilmarth would not be called in; 1
would have §100,000, we would pay San-
chez, the undertaker, $10,000 because

“I mean,” said Cheney, “that the body
buried in Dolores at Guarda was nol
the body of the man Ingured a month
ago, Quicklime was used to destroy
the body buried, but the ruse did not
work, We exhumed the body today and
Dr., Wilmuarth here positively states that
It i® not the corpse of the man he ex-
amined for the insurance. Sanchez, the
undertaker, hag fled towards the west

Salt Lake Photo Bupply 'Co.
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and

8ilk badges te order, Charles Po
tersen, 20 Richards Street,

":)llll, but he will ba brought back. | Sanchez knew; then we would be mar- 2
Now, senorita, who besides yourself and | rled and Senor Thomas and 1 would Students’ first work I8 a surprise,
Sanchez are in this plot? Come, senov- | travel.  Ah, senor, belleve ms, by my | Can now be geen at Kelster's, 333 W,

God, T am telling the truth.” And with | 1st North,
this she fell on hep knees to ('heney,

"Rige, semworita,’ he said, gently, “and

ita, who?'" Cheney’'s manner was com-
manding, hls volea tense, his whole be-
Ing was powerful, The womansutterly

$3.00 FREE

collapsed and multered one word: | we will do what we can.”
"Th:tmas.' Taking the senorita with them, the J
“Thomas!" sald Chney, "1 thought | doctor and Cheney returned to "Popr- If it's photos’ you want, zea New-

comb's 81,00 per dozen cabinet photos,

g0, Now, senorita, make a clean breast
212 Maln street,

of it. The fraud has not been consum

mated, and If murder has not been done

it inay not go hard with you."”
Womanlike, S8enorita Silva told.

reon, reaching there after dusk., Bright
and early next morning Cheney hunt-
ed up the American consul and made
himself known, Together they went to
the chief of police. His ald was prom-
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“Senor Thomas and I are in love, We | ised and In a ghort while the three men | further notice at the I. X. L.
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