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*“Mayv a member of said court be inter-
ested, directly or indirectly, in any con-
tracts made by tho court in bebalfl of the
conoty for any purpose?”

In reply thereto I have to say that the
law seems to be (as ft onght to bo) clear
to tho effect that no member of a county
conrt can be interested, directly or in-
directly, in aoy property purcbaged for
tbe uss of the county, nor can any mem-
ber of said court be interested, directly or
indirectly, in Bny onntract made in be-
balf of the county “for the erection of
public bufldings, tbe opening and im-

rovemont of roads, or tbe bnild-

ng of bridges, or for other purposes.””
It is 4 principle of law, generally en-
acted by po-itive legislation, rs in this
Territory, that no public officer entrusied
with the management of publio aflairs
sball be permitied to deal or bargain with
tbe municipality tbrougb himself as &
publio officiai. This ie true on tue ground
of public policy, or pnblic interest,which
is the rama 1hing.

Applying this principle to the case
stated by you, I am of tbhe opinion that
it is clearly in violation of the atatute for
s selectman of a connty to furnish sup-
plies, labor or tenmns in tho matter of
the opening or improvement of publio
roade. Yery reapectfully,

CHas. 8. VARIAN,
U. 8, Attorney.
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A DEATH BED INCIDENT.

It ie not often that pountifical Lless-
inge are bestowed upon heretics, but
lately an exception lo the rule fook
place, when his holiness sent bis com-
pliments to tho empress of Rumsis,
The occasion was this. Bome time
Bgo, the emperor and emprees visited
# hospital jor cholera patiente in
Bt. Petersburg. Iu onv room was a
pun writhing in the agony of Jdeath,
Bhe bad entered the hogpital to aurse
1hesick nnd bad falien 4 victlm to the
dread scourge. The eropress tonk the
band of the dying eiater, whispered a
few worda ol coqenlation, and kissed
her. The incident was telographed to
the pope and he lmmeitiately sent a
message with his blessing to the
emjress, Aand expressed his jutestions
to remember the imperial lady in bils
prayera. ‘‘You mre,’” he sald. *‘one
of the most faithful of my ochildren,
altbough not belonging to my cburch.*’
The empress wired hack that she bhad
only per urmed a duty,

The Roman Fortifex Mazimus and
the beads of the Russiag church shak
ing hands, a8 it were, ut the death bed
of a poor pumn, is of more thau cvmmon
importance.

WHAT ARE WE HERE FOR?

Feaw politiosl aphorisme, elucidations
or queatlone have recelived wider cir-
culation than tbe demand of Hun.
Websler Filanugan, 8 delegate from
Texua in a Republican patlonal con-
<oention. He wa3 evideully notin
entire gympathy with the gentimental
dec¢lnrationsregarding ei vil service,and
in caucus got so impatient at the way
things were going that be roee in his
might and wanted to know, <'What ate
we hare for If It fsn’t for the offi cen?

In tbe couree of tlme be reems to
have reveived an snewer #utlnfactory to

himself, at Jenst, fur ha now holdas the
vory luorative position of collector of
customs mt E| Puso, Texas, But
alas, with the growth of favorable cir-
cumst inces, he bae appurently oon-
cefvad of & still more comprebenaive
definition o! hie world-renowned con-
undrum, He has ju [act, if the actlon
of the local grand jury is to be con-
sidered a crlterion, linked bLie own
uroblem to another—that of the incom-
ing 'of the ‘‘heathen Chlpee,’’ and it
is’ more tban likelv that the two will
hereafter sall merrily down the thie of
time together.

Two billsof indictment were returned
by theinquisitors against Mr, Flannian,
hia deputy and a Chinaman yesterday,
the chargebelng the aiding and abetting
of Chiness in unlawfully entering
the United Btates. It is said by the
grznd jury, also, that the custom house
force has a bablt of selzlng stock reck-
legsly and without due process of Jaw
nlong the border, and that the Chinese
exclusion lawe are a dead letter—all
of which mahews the atmospbere in the
collector’s nelghborhood assume auy-:
tbing but a roseate tinge.

These sxporures 8re ca'culated b jm-
presn Mr. Flanagan that there are cer-
taiu things **we are not here for;" and
if matters go ‘'on as they have begun,
It 1nay soon be in order for him to pro-
pound that other famous interrogatory
—Where am I at??

THE IRVINE TRIAL.

LanocoLN, Neb.,, Ooct. 22, — Y.ur
correspondent has been unnble to tele-

raph yuu for several daye, news of the
%r‘vina trial, as the wirer were down
untll Thurrday, and yesterday being
Columhue cedebration, the trial ad-
juurned over the dny.

'The testimony was In no wise sen-

satjona! during the week, the
bulk of it belng a8  to . the
defendmnt’s sAction upon his return

from Chicago, aftor learning [(rom his
wife of the dolngs of hergell and Moat-
gomery, which 18 to'd below in the
address of Attorney Abbott, counsel
for Irvine.

Irvine himsell was placed upon the
stand this week Bnd inm mnewer to the
qquestions put to him by the attormeya

rehearsed this story by Intervalg,
tbere belng no material difference
between bis and Mr. Abbolt’s re
cital.

A very affecting sgeue took place on
Mouday when little Flossie, the eight-
year-old dsughter of the defendant,
tripped lightly lotu the court room and
rughed into the arme of her father,
where sie sat in loving embrace for
spme time. No one knows whether
or not Mre. Lrvioe is in the ecity, but
the surmiee 18 that ehe ia at the home
of ber old iriends Attorney and Muis.
Abbott.

The testimony i» now in, it being
concluded by the evidence of experis
ou insanity, Dr. Kuapp, Levnhardt
and others tesuf{ying as to visional
hellueination, munis transitory, etc.
This sl tended to the advantuye o
the dJefense, nnd no one hes
a doobt mbout the acquittal
of Irvine on the grounds of
temporary insanity. Tne defense,
baving admitted the shooting ot
Montgomery by W, H. Irvine, now
Iny bulore the jury the question of the
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insanity of Lrvine st the time of the
tragedy. [Experts bave been placeq
upon the stupd thia -week, and amop
them Dr. B. D. Esstman, of Kansagg
who hes probably bad & wigep
range of practioe and obeervatlpy
among the insane than eny man in
the country, It was his oplnloy
virtually, that Irvine was jusane Bt thg
time. The fact that it was ghown thag
ineantty had existeu 1n the Irvipge
family tended to sirengthen this opin.
lon, and that all the incidents leadip
up to the shooting would or coulg
briug on u traneitory ffenizy which,the
witners declared, seldom lasted mqrg
th.u twenty-four hours, Dr. Gnfilp
D:. Loonbardt, Dr. Koapp and otherq
aluo beld the eame oplinion., The testi.
mouy of the experts concluded the
taking of evidence and the Srgument
18 now In progress.

Attorney Adaing opened on the

ar
of the prosecution et 2:15 on Thuraza;
afternoon. His remarks to the Jur

werse eomewhat rcathing to Abuott gp
the defense and to Irvine al.g, @
endeavored to shew that the relatlong
of Irvine and his wife wére not ao afTeg.
tionate ns the defense would bave th,,
jury believe, and in & Mensure
tooted the question of lnsanily. He
referred to Irvine’s eound judgment
through all of hislnvestigations, such
a3 securing copies of telegrama, lettery

& page fromn Lhe botel register, ete., ami
refuslug totahe bis wi‘e back. He
could belisve that Mr. Irvine, afier
learning  what he did, came |,
Linceln to esee Abbott, hig ate
torney, solely and that he entertsfg.
od no hatred toward Montgommy
then, Hw dwelt upon the fact that
Irviue went to the Lincoln hotel before
he did to the house ¢f this friend upon
whose neck he was journeying from
Culeago to ILincoln to weep, Of
transitory mania, be eaid that it came
upon a persvn euddenly and pot slowly

and by degrees. [lcame like a byj] of
lightoing.

For wore than an hour be talked ang
it wae m bitter arralgnment of the de-
fendant, %o listened $nlently to svery
word and ehowed no sigue of any ef-
fect.

The eourt room was fliled with speo.
.atore many of whold were Jadics,

Op Thursday alternoon, at the con-
clueton of Adams’ address, some de-
cussion was held among the court and
attorneys and It wae decided to hold
an evening session, as the next day
being Columbue celebration, no session
would be held. J. B. Btrode f(ollowed -
forthedefenre and hisaddress was more
an eflort of sympatay than anything
else, He characlerized the cave ns one
of justifinble murcer, prioting B piciore
of Irvine's happy bome, loving wite
and innocent daughter, and bolding it
up before the jury in the shape of their
own homes, He dwelt upon Irvipe’s
goud charaeter, even temper, niorality,
etc.,, and theu exhiblted orally the

sudden change, pagsion, aod the
fury which his discoveries had
brought. He made & strong pslot of

the faot that Montgomery hud had
Mre. Irvine register in Chicayo as his
elster, thus deceiving her and ber
husband, both his friends, and all tfor
the sake of defiling her person and
wreeking her pence o! mind and her
bappy home, .

At the evening nesslon of the court
counsel Tesumed hie address by hold-



