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perty of the chureh and of the emi-
gration fund contributed by the peo-
ple have been confiscated, but they
now desirg to be commissioned as
missionaries to convert the Mormons
from their belief, which is so wicked
in their eyes that they propose to
put them on a judicial rack with some
new and sharp spikes in it if they do
not renounce their faith.

The Advertiser, commenting edi-
torially on this matter, says:

The Government has nothing to do
with Mormonism as a religious creed;
its duties are limited to the suppres-
sion of polygamy. The Idaho law
that a Mormon believer cannot vote,
even though he takes oath that he
never has practiced and never will
practice polygamy, is contrary to the
spirit of our institutions and to the
interpretation which the Supreme
Court of the United States has placed
upon the guarantee of religious liberty
in our federal Constitution. The pro-
posal of the Utah Commission that a
national law to the effect should be
enacted is pre-eminently a foolish one.
The only effect of such an enactment
would be to strengthen Mormonism,
by making martyrs and embittering
the Mormon population. * b L4
The measures already employed for
its snppression are drastic enough.
They remind one indeed of the atti-
tude of the English missionaries in
the east who refuse to baptise converts
unless they rid themselves of their
former wives—an attitude which in
one case at least (vouched for by
Bishop Selwyn) resulted in a New
Zealand chief’s fitting himself for
this sacriment by eating eight of his
wives out of the nine, We cannot ex-
pect or indeed desire that all polyga-
mists should be so zealous as this to
conform with the requirements of our
civilization, The sensible thing for
the United States to do is to let Mor-
monism die a natural death, instead
of attempting to strangle it outright.

The San Francisco Alfa comments
on the report of the Commission in
this wise:

There is no demonstrable evidence
of an increase in polygamy. The ma-
jority of the Commission insinuates
that it still flourishes, but confesses its
inability to prove it, A Mormon po-
lygamist is not discharged from re-
sponsibility for the supportof his plur-
al wives and their children, and iL is
hardly possible that this obligation
should leave the officers of the law
without evidence of the existence of
such families. The whole issue is Lhe
most delicate that our Government has
ever been called upon to handle, Out-
siders have refused fo treat polygamy
as a religious ordinance, ade to sin-
cere believers in a futare life to appear
as a means of grace, and to warrant a
hope of glory. If those who practice
it were a lot of lusiful hypocrites, a

colony of satyrs, the treatment of the
case would be different and much eas-
ier, But the institution has been al-
lowed to exist for more than forty
years. It has been fortified behind
imposing ritual ceremonies; it has been
divested of the flesh and clad in the
spirit for more than a generation.
Therefore it requires philosophic
study and tr atment. The new
laws asked for contemplate
the infliction of what will be re-
garded as ignominy upon those who
are convicted of this offense. To im-
prisonment is to be added hard labor,
and asg imprisonment now overtakes
more old men than young, there will
be presented to the Mormon commun-
ity the spectacle of its patriarchs im-
prisoned and driven to labor under the
guns of keepers, The more sincere
the Mormons are the more revolting
will the sight appear to them,and they
will point to it as persecution for the
sake of religion. It is surprising that
under the cirenmstances the whole
matter has'not been brought to a con-
ference between the Mormon leaders
and representatives of the govern-
ment. So far they have appeared as
two hostile camps, with no exchange
except the appearance of officers with
Federal writs to take members of one
party to prison. We seem to have for-
gotten that the Mormons are perhaps
as incapable of subjection by force as
were the Huguenots and Puritans.
They use the same arguments and
make the samne appeals to eonscience
and religious duty,and it is the history
of man that such appeals have always
profoundly moved him. TItis well to
think of this before we add to the
volume of legislation upon the subject
statutes that lead to the sword as the
final agent of ridding the country of a
religious custom by the extirpation of
a people.

The subjoined extracts are taken
from an editorial in the Auburn,
New York, Dispateh:

Tt is truly to be hoped that if there is
a spirit of intolerance towards Mor-
monism, merely as a religion, in this
country, that spirit may be sternly
discouraged, This country has with
the greatest diversity of races the
greatest diversity of religions under
the sun. The surest pledge of the
perpetuity of American republican
institutions must lie in the more com-
plete assimilation of the different
races, institutions, habits of thought,
ete., which are exhibited in the face of
our society. - * » * v

Mormonism is undoubtedly spread-
ing, and in a certain sense it is agres-
sive. 1t is beyond all doubt dangerous
in its tendencies, even if polygamy be
abolished. But the policy of the Gov-
ernment in dealing with it ought to be
shaped very catefully, so that the cry
of religious discrimination cannot be
justly raised. It was the conflict of

gects which overthrew Fngland’s

e .
dream of a republic in the dsvaial
Cromwell and paved the way fgrst.he
restoration of a monarchy which
under a modified form 5

SHIL suryives.
Our closing quotation ig from -8n
editorialiv the Bacrementg Record-
Union which has always he
strong anti-Mormon paper:

“The Utah Commission reports to
the Federal Government t.ha:. in its
opinion  Congress shoulq pass laws
severely punishing women who enter
into the polygamous relation asan h
infliction would lessen f.he:jr :::1_
This is gross error. The history of all
time proves that the mogsg faithful fa-
natics ,ofiﬂuperstiLi:m, the most de-
voting and self-sacrifie 3
ists nf:e women, By re
Commission recites, many Mormons
accept pologamy not from choice, but
because they are tanght, ang S0 bg;lieva
that it is an essential of their faith,
and we believe it to be trye, then the
punishment of Mormon wglnén for
adherence to tais tenet of {hajr faith
would simply strengthen them in i,
They would burn at the stake before
they would recant, and suffer in dun-
geon cells rather than disobey the
eommand to be “sealed” tqo the breth-
ren of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, It has been our
fortune to known many of these peo-
ple and to live foratime in t}e5p midst,
and we do not hesitate tq aver that
there are no devotees on earth more
courageons, faithful and Teady to suf-
fer martyrdom for theijr belief than
the sincere Mormon women—the fow
insincere do not enter into the poly-
gamic state, at least very rarely, To
attach penalties to these misguided
women and attaint them of crime
would not serve to check the evil but
rather to aggravate it " p
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TO ALL VOTING ClTl-ZENS.

We clip from the Salt Lake
Herald of October 19th, an epitome
of the instructions and recommen-
dations of the Utah (!ommisaion, to
the registration officers appointed
for the municipal election to be held
on the second Monday in February,
1890. It will be found in anuther col-
umn. Thereis only ene point in the
recommendations of the Commis-
sion that we think necessary to add
to the epitome, and that is the form
of the oath to which each voter is
required to subscribe. It is as fol-
lows:

TERRITORY OF UTaH,
County of Salt Lake.
being duly sworn [or aflirmed] depose and
say that I am over twenty-one years of age,
that T have resided in the Territory of Utah
for six months last past, and in this pre-
cinet for one month immediately preced-
ing the date hereof; that I am a native-
born [or naturalized, as the case may be]
citizen of the United States; that my full
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If it is true, as the




