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ouror property was seized bytheby the mob or law-

lessly confiscated by the state and we were
forced at the point of the bayonet to sign deeds
of trust relinquishing our property but the
exterminatingex atinE order orof the governor of mis-
souri is still in force and we dare not return to
claim our just rights the widows and orphans
of those slain who could legally sign no deeds
of trust dare not return to claim the inherit-
ance left them by their murdered parents

it is truetrue the constitution of the united
states gives to us in common with all other
native or adopted citizens the right to enter
and settle in Missourmissouriij but an executive order
has bebeenen issued to exterminate us if we enter
the state and a part of the constitution be-
comeslomeicomei a nullity so far as we are concerned

iadhad any foreign state joweror powerlower committedcomm bitted
a shsimilarhillarfillar outrage upon us we cannot for a
moment doubt that the strong arm of the
general government would have been stretched
out to redress our wrongs and we flatter our-
selves that the same power will either redress
our grievances or shield us from harm inin our
effoeffortsitsarts to regain our lost property chicwhichh we
ffairly ppurchased from the general govern-
ment

finally your memorialists pray your hon-
orable body to take their wrongs into consider-
ation receive testimony in the case and grant
such relief as by the constitution and laws
you may have power jo give

and your memoria lists will ever pray ac
eleven copies were also made for circulation

and signature by thomas bullock one of my
clerks
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in these times when israel as a peoplepepie in these
mountains are reviewing their past lives and are
taking into considerconsiderationatioatlo sso0 carefulcarefullylr as they now
are doing the course ofof life which they shall
hereafter pursue it shwshouldouid be the diligent saudy
of the elders when they rise up to peakspeak to the
people to adaradarsss them by the dictation of the
holy ghost upon such subjects and such matters
as shall strengthen them in their faith increase
thetin energy and power of the people and lead them
ioto do good and that which is well pleasing in the
sight of god for it is with the people 0f israel
iinri the latteriatter days as if was in former days that
righteousnessbusness has got tofor exalt this nallonnation I11 mean
tilethe nation of i-sraelisrael therefore the more diligent
and faithful we are in sustaining the priesthood
and practisingpracticing righteousness the more rapidly
shallshail we acquire strength from god become sanc-
tified from our sins and weaknesses and become a
pure and strong people in the earthsearth such as the
lord wishes us to be that by us his will may be
donedene on the earth as in heaven

this people that were not a people have be-
come a people even the people of god they
must have the bread of life continually asa well as
those who administer unto them in the word of
life we not only need it who rise up to preach
butblit every man and woman deedsneeds it they need it
in their families they need fresh supplies from
heaven by the ministrations of the holy ghost
daily hourly and every moment to qualify them
for their duties

nowwow in what way can we best promote the fa-
vor of god so that he will give us the bread of
life so that hebe will give us strength and energy
and so that hebe will empower us that we may adopt
and live by every word which we hear from our
beloved prophet and thereby increase confidence
in each other as he taught us last sunday this
should be the design of every man and woman
at least so it appearsappears to me

we havo had a most blessed winter in which to
acquire knowledge of ourselves indeed I1 think
that this people can say they never had such a
winter before the prophet and apostles had
taught us the things of the kingdom so fully that
we could not seek for more revelation but we have
been reviewing ourselves and our conduct to dis-
cover wherein we have not lived up to what has
been revealed and so great have been the appar-
ent deficiencies that the people have nearly all re-
alized when they examined themselves that there
was a great cause for laacklaak of confidence in them-
selves and in each other this has been a gener-
al

ener
feeling and it becomes us to bestir ourourselvesselves

and obtain strength by the power of the holy
ghost so that wawe may overcome every evil pro-
pensitypensity resist tilethe adversary of our souls in what-
ever shapeshap e he may present himself and live our
religion

this is not a work that belongs only to the first
presidency or to the twelve or to any of the
presidents of the Quorquorumsurns only but it belongs
to everyeveny man and to every woman itif we could
feel this and realize it individually we certainly
should prevail against and escape from those in-
fluencesfluen ces that do tend to impair our confidence inin
god and each other there isis no doubt of it it
had bbecomecome so that iniquity could be found dwell-
ingin among us passing in ourur streets and stalking
foforthrth rampant in our midst almost without a
frown and so extensive had this be-
come that those who hadbad not committed sins had
become partakerspar takers of the influence and of the
spiritairit of those who had and tilis because they
hadd not been swift to rebuke and
sinsin and inners the righteous had become par
takers of atherother mens crimes hence this sleepy
deadening and damning influence among us because
we have not put ssinm away from us as diligentlydiligently
and faithfully as we should have dohedose

this winter the people have been looking at
this and they have got to see themselves in a dif-
ferent light lo10 what they ever have before shallshail
it be so inin the future let the saints determinedete
it shall not and when a man or woman see inm
themselves or in their neighbors the workings ptpf
sin and iniquity let them rebuke it at once and
thereby pututaan end to ttransgressionrans

we have got to purge out allailal ungodliness from
our own souls and we have to help others to
do it also and especially if I1 may be allowed to
make any distinction it should be the business of
the bishops because they have the oversight oeof
the people in a ward capacity and they can have
an eye through the church which many of the
presidents of Quorquorumstims cannot have when a
man rises in the morning and calls upon god to
qualify and strengthen him for the duties and war-
fare of the day he should go out with a determi-
nation to carry that feeling of hostility to sin with
him and not only war the good warfare himself
but be able to help his neighbor to do battle also

some people deal honestly because they are
watched and are obliged to0o but a truly honest
man will do right because hebe loves righteousness
and honesty the best these things indicate
ggreatergrealerreater things it is said a straw willwilI1 show the
wwayay the wind blows if a man is willing to be
disdishonestlionilon et or to do anything or permit anything
that will bring mischief upon you in your absence
your interests would not be safe in his handbands that
starspiritit will lead him to persuade your wiveswives and
cchildren away from byoir when you are leaddead if
he can or to let some one else doao ifit
and upon the same principle the spread of good
and great things are made to dependI1 and to bring
their consequences

weite do see and hear occasionally irlillinstancesstances of
the kind where men taketike measures and endeavor
to rob the dead this awful dishondishonestyeity in eter-
nal things is the fruit of dishonesty in smaller
matters afiif men will do honestly in small thing
and perform their duties as servants of god to
each other they will by and bye babe honored for
their acts and vast responsibilities will be laid
upon them with safety but if men in this church
will be didishonestt in the smaller matters of every
day life they will soon be overthrown thereby
and so it isis with every species of unrighteousness
then let all be diligent to cleanse themselves oiof
all that is evil upontipon its first appearance

when men go to the kanyon for wood or lum-
ber those that have this difficult labor to perform
should take with them a rich portion of the holy
spiritrit and they should realize they have it to
enable them to live their religion there that god
protects them in the kanyon as well as any other
place and let them take all their religion with
them that they carry to cr from this tabernacle
if they find that the elementselement are changed from
what they aarein the city or in this tabernacle let
them know that they require more of the gospel
do not leave your roreligionligion at the mouth of the
kakanyonnyon or with the gatekeeper do not leave it
wiwith your wagon but take your religion and the
spspiritrit of your god with you clear up to where
you get your wood it will help you to keep your
axe sharp you will not be so likely to get hurt
yourself or to lose your bowlinsbow pins chains or axe
your cattle will be more kindly for you will not
beat them so much and they will do more
for you you will not be as likely to break down
yoursouru r wagon but you will be able to do a betterkydays1s work bring home a better load and to feel
more thankful for it I1

if yyou0 find a man there that is swearing and
profaning1rutnut thehe name of thethle lord remember that
you are an elder in israel and that you are au-
thorizedzed to call him to an account if yoayou find
a man that will blaspheme the name of the lord
do not forget to remind him that the lord whose
name hebe blasphemes gave him strength to go there
and that he caused the trees to grow and has per-
mitted him to go and help himself totd the timber
and inform him that hebe should do it decently aniand
without blaspheming the name of the giver if
you canant influence him with these importimportunitiesunitie s
and if you cannot prevail upon him to do right
as an elderelderilriiinn israel lay hands upon him and do
it as one havingavi g authority and if you will do
thisbigL youyoli will cause the name of god to be honored
in the kenyonskan I1 mean that you should lay hands
on as ministers of god as those who have au-
thority to talk totd men in the kanyonand there-
by give them to uunderstandriderstand that they shall not
blabiablaspheme the name of god in yourvoun presence
if you will do this I1 tell you the holy ghost will
rest upon you and enable you to terret out ini-
quity to honor the truth and the priesthood which
you hold

1 I talk to you elders who want to perfect holi-
ness in the fear of the lord if you will do this
you will soon have more confidence in yourselves
your neighbors willwil have confidence inin you and
will find out that you are a preacher of righteous-
ness the man whom you rebuke will also learn i

that hebe must stopston blaspheming and swearingswearing inin
your presence this isS one of the subjects that
thetile elders of israel feel themselves called
upon to act in it is not only so in relation to
the brethren who hold the priesthood but it is noso
with every right good meaning man and it isis that
man whom the lord will love for while you are
doindolndoingduing this you are honoring god if you will
talk to and labor wilwllwithh them iinn this manner you
will bring about much salvation and should youy U
have to administer the whole ordinance they will
bless you for it and god will bless you

we have to rebuke iniquity whenever it is pre-
sented before us and itif wvwe have not already com-
menced we should begin one and all to sancsanctifytirY
the name of the lord god in these valleys
how are we going to do this while we allow blas-
phemingpherning and shearinswearing0 and ill manner of wicked-
ness to go on in our rastlastmidst let no man of god
suppose that he hashaa not authority to oppose sin
suppose phinehasPhinePainebas had said 1 I am not moses
nor aaron nor caleb nor joshua and I1 am not
called to rebuke sin in israel 5 hebe would not have
secured to himself the covenant of peace 5 but
because he rose up and slew the adulterer god
sealed the priesthood upon him and his seed for
ever the lord will seal blessings upon you if
you are jealous for the honor of his namehamd and are
valiant for righteousness and titruthtilli his spirit
will strengthen you in body and in spirit this is
life
11I1 tell you brethren we have been too careless in

thesedese matters and because of this we have been
partakerspar takers of other mens sins all are called

uupon to divest themselves of sinin and then to aid
theiren neighbors if need be

it is notrit only in gonggoing to the kenyonskan in going
to the field to plow andawl to sow that the lord de-
sires this people to rise up and put iniquity away
from them but in everything with which wwee have
to do10

it is by works of righteousness that we shallshail1
become a holy anand hahappyrighteousnesspeople whose god is
the lord while sinnerssinners will find our soisotsocietyletybety too
uncomfortable to dwell in if we thus live our
religion we shall have confidence in ourselves in
each other and in our god

I1 do not wish to talk much or long but I1 feel
likilklikeilke calling upon the men in the priesthood and
upon men that have not receivedved any ordination
and also the women and requesting them not to
hear the name of god nor of his servants nor
the docidoctrinesrines of the gospel blasphemed with im-
punity but sanctify the name of the lord in this
pitycityity in this territory and in all israeliisrael for this
is the way that this people will become sanctified

brethren may the lord enlighten our minds
that we may see our duty and do it and that we
may also assist others to walk inlii the way of lifeilfeifea
become ministers of righteousness and saviors inin
his kingdom this is my prayer in the name of
desus amen
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when any of the presidency of this church
or of the quorum of the twelve or any of the
elders rise in this stand to speak this people look
unto them and expect they will enjoy the holy
spirit sufficiently to say something that will edify
them the people almost unanimously look for
this I1 will say oilon the other hand that thetha presi-
dency the twelve and the elders who preach
in this house expect that the people will have the
spirit of the lord that they may come to under-
standing and this is just as mucmuchI1 i required that
they maymayiomcomprehend what is said unto them as
much as it is required of the brethren who speak
to teach doctrine principle tru th and the reve-
lations of jesus christ when the minds of thetile
people are quickened and enlightened by the pow-
er of god and the gift of I1theae holy ghost that they
can appreciate and prize the pprinciples of eternal
truth and the revelations which god has given
through his servant joseph or the things which
he has revealed during tlethe past Mwinter

i
anter throughh

the mouth of his servaservantsI1its unto the inhabitants of
this city or those which he has feverevealedaled unto the
inhabitants of tilethe earth then they are prepared
to be benefited by those blessings shiell are
poured out upon them any of you that have ex-
periencedperienced this blessing and I1 presume that all
have at times have beenb een astonished at cer-
tain periods of their lives that there hagbag been
such a difference in their minds I1 know this is
thetile case with myself and I1 presume it is with
others there has been times that the vision of
my mind hashag bebeenen opened to comprehend the
word of god and tilethe teachings of his servants
the vision of my mind has been open and quick-
ened by fiethe power of god and the gift of tilethe
holy ghost so that when I1 have sat here and
heard the presidency and the servants of god
teach the principle of righteousness and the word
of god unto us I1 have felt the force the power
and the importance of these eternal truths whichaich
they have presented unto our minds wawwhileilelle at
other times the same trtruths0 ilisills may have been
taught but they have passed off without making
tilethe same impression upon my mind

weve have as br franklin says spent an inter-
esting time the past winter much truth has been
spoken men have been inspired by tatheie giftgift and
power of the holy ghost to teach us thetile things
of god and this I1 consider to be a matter of
great importance to the people I1 consider it im-
portant that we labor to obtain that spirit to have
it increased upon us and carry it with us that
when we hear teaching our minds may be pre-
pared to receive it why is it that thistills gospel 0ofr
thetile kingdom1 dom has been preached to the world for
evvetwentylity five6 years and that there are but so small
a number of the children of rnmenen who have re-
ceived those truths been governed by them and
sufferedered them to govern one single act of their
lives it is because their minds have been dark-
ened and have not valued the gospel or consider-
ed the consequences of rejecting it it is true
weure havellave a large congregation here todayto day and
that there are a few thousands in these valleys
and throughout this territory yettet compare
them with the masses of mankind and howbow few
they are I1 am not capable of makingmalong a calcula-
tion to say whether there is one to five or ten
thousand who have embraced tilethe gospel one
of the old prophets said there would be oilone of a
citycity and two of a family this has been fulfilled in
many-iinstancesns when the elders proclaimed the
gospel unto youjou those of you who are here re-
ceived that word meditated upon it so much so
that you have been willing to forsake all that you
possessed and come to zion the seed hasbast pro-
duced good buthatfru

1
it athasit has caused you to come to

zion but there are millions of the masses who
heard the gospel but they have hardened their
hearts and darkness has taken hold of their
minds and hence they have rejected the spirit of
god which has strove with them they in acting
upon their agency have given way to seducing
spiritsp its and rejected the gospel of christ and con-
sequentlyerrantly ththe spiriteSpirit of god has been withdrawn
from them and because of this the lord has been
taking his spirit from tilethe nations of the earth
we see the fruits of it it needs no argument to
prove a truth so visible i

I1 will now say that in as much as many of uaus
have received the gospel and gathered with the
saints of god it is important that kyelyewe labor to-
day that we live under the influence of that
spirit that itimaymay continue to increase and to gov-
erner us in our acts among thetha children of men
now when a man has tiletho Holy spirit and hears

the plain t simple truths of salvation they appear
more valvaivaluableu ibieible thanthail all else besides and he is ready
to sacrifice everythingever thing of a temporal nature to se-
cure to himself salvation but when peoples
minds become darkened they loseloss the holy
spirit and the valuebaue of that gospel and they do
not realize the privilegepr and the honor of being
associated with the saints of god in these val-
leysle s of tthehe mountains neither do they maintain
their allegiancealegi1 ance to their heavenly father and
honor his name upon the earth or prize their as-
sociations with those that bear the holy priest-
hood and therefore they go into darkness why
has the wordavord reformation even been named in
zion it has been because we did not labor to
keep within us that holy principle of life that our
minds might be quickened day by day and re-
ceivec and prize those truths delivered unto us
now we marvel and wonder when we are en-
lightened bytheby the spirit of god and the revelations
which lie has given unto us and when we are
aroused to a sense of the importance of these
things we then seethesee the effect and the bearing theytiley
will have upon us not only the fitfittingting of our
minds to go into the world of spirits but to pre-
pare us to meet with our father in heaven
now we should live in that way and manner that
the holy spirit will dwell with us and soio that we
may be prepared to receive those truths which
are daily delivered unto us by presidents young
kimball wells or any other man who rises up
here to speak unto us the words of life we should
give attentionatten tionlion to what is said As br kimball
says the manmaumanchowho speaks to you from this stand
is the centre I1 and we should give him our atten-
tion prayers and faith and if we do this wawe
hallhail receive out of the abundance of his heart

those things which will benefit us it should be
our chief study to treasure up the words of life
that we may grow in grace and advance in the
knowledge of god and become perfected in christ
jesus that we may receive a fullness and become
heirs of god and joint heirs of jesus christ

the revelations of jesus christ teach us that
the savior was burn in the flesh and the father
said that liehe did not give him a falness at first but
coneincontinuedud from grace to grace until he hadbad re-
ceived a falness and was called the son of god
because he didiotdid not receive a falness at first we
inin like manner should seek with all our souls to
grow in grace light and truth that in due time
wewe may receive a falnessfulness the lord has a11 great
manyany principles in store for us and tilethe greatest
principles which he has for us are ttheh e most sim-
ple and plain the first principles of the gospel
which lead us unto eternaeternal life are the simplest
and yet none are more glorious or important unto
us men may labor to make a great display of
talent learning and knowledge either in printing
0orr preachingreal ing they may try to preach the mys-
teriest and to present something strange great and
wonderful and they may labor for this with all
their might in the spirit and strength of man
without19 the aid of the holy spirit of god and yet
the people are not edified and their preaching will
not give much satisfaction risit is the plainest and
the most simple things that edify us the most if
taught by the spirit and there is nothing
more important or beneficial unto us if we
have that spirit dwelling with us iit it abides with
us continually enlightening our minds by day
and by night we are in the safe path and when
we have finished the work of the day we reflect
upon it and are satisfied with it feeling that it is
approbated of the lord it is our privilege to livelivo
in this way that all of our time may be spent so
that we have a conscience void of offenseoffence towards
both god and mailman when we reflect on the day
that is past and see wherein wo have done evil
we should labor to10 improve and to advance in the
things of the kingdom of god I1 feel that in
order for us to prize the gifts of god tilethe bless-
ings of the gospel the privilege that we have of
building tabernacles and of living here in peace
and kneeling down in our family circles in peace
having in our socibocisocietyty the prophets of god men
filled with wisdom who are capable of leadingleiding us
to salvation and of leading us into the paths of
life who do teach us the principles of truth
which will lead us back to hiirour father and our
god I1 say when we consider these things we
ought to prize our privileges as saints of thethi
mostalost high brethren we must invariably have
the spirit of god with us that we may be ever
be kept in tilethe line of our duty

I1 feel to exhort you in regard to these things
that we may prize those blessings which god haslias
given unto us and pursue a course wherein we
may be justified of the lord now if we at-
tempt to do anything that is not right the spirit
of the lord will not approbate us but we shall
feel condemned the lord has blessed us during
the past winter he haslias poured out upon us69 a
great amount of knowledgeknovIe dge wisdom and treas-
uresres that welve ought to prize now as the spring
isis coming upon us and as we turn our attention
to the plough and to cultivating the earth if we
forget our prayers thetiie devil will take double the
advantage of us we have renewed our cove-
nants by baptism and we have received great
blessings from the lord and much of tha holy
spirit has been shed abroad among this people
and as brother richards liashas said and I1 consider
the counsel right we should not only reprove
ourselves when wrong but we should reprove sin
wherever we see it whether in ourselves in our
streets in our quorumsqu we should always show
our0 ur disapprobation of those that are wrong that
are sinful and wicked

I1 do not feel this morning like occupying a
great portion of your time but I1 do feel that the
lord is gracious unto us and that we should
plize above all things upon the earth thetile words of0
eternal life that are given unto us As long as
we are governed by the holy spirit our minds are
strengthened and our faith is and will be increas-
ed and we shallshail labor for the building up of
the kingdom of god and sprayI1 pray that our hearts
may be inspired to magnify our calling and thetha
holy priesthood alidand honor god keep his com-
mandmentsmandments and live our religion which I1 wokmok in
the name of jesusjeso christ amenalmen


