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vwIvaasborn inin Whitinghambam windham coun

tjty Vermont jane 1 1801 at an earlyparly aagee I1
ith my father assisting him to cclearear

landlana and cultivate hlhishig farm passipassingnr1
abthroughrbu ha mmanyny hardships and privations inciincI1

11 a new country
Mmy parentsidere1 were devoted to the Methodimethodistgt

reitreli gioi and their precepts of morality were
sustained by their good examples 1I was
laboredwith diffdiligentlyantly by the priests to attach
anysemyselfif to kolneloinesome church in my early life I1 was
tataughtshibyby my parents to live a strictly moral
lifestill it wasabnotnot until my twenty second
year thatthiv I1 became serious and religiously
inclined soon after this I1 attached myself to
the Metbodiot church

octoi 8 18241834 I1 married a younyoung woman by
thenAme 61 miriam works daughter of asa
and Jern shasLa borka in aurelius cayuga
Countynew yorkvork where ireFreI1 sidedresided eighteen
years following the occupation of carpenter
joiner painter and glazier in the spring of
1829 removed to mendon monroe county

resided the next spring I1
first saw the book of mormon which bro
samsamuel

1
ceft

JV S m
t

ith broubrought11bt and left with my bro
thertiie Phinehas H

inthe fall of 1831 emerselders alpheus giffordGifrord
i strongstroh and others came to mendon to

preach thethem everlastingev rl asting gospel as revealed toto
Joseph 1 smith the prophet which aheard and
believed s

ilijaIW januaryi 1832 my brother Phinephinehashasbas and
I1 accompaniedailed heberhiber C kimball who took
hiskhis horses and sleigh and went to columbia
pennsylvania where there vaswas a brabranchfich of
the church we traveled through snow and
ice crossing rivers until we were almost dis-
couragercouragd still our faith waswa to learn more of
thetaz principles of mormonism

WeWel arrived at the place where there was a
smallemail branchbranehofbofof the church we conversed with
themthemi attended their meetings and heard them
preach and after staying about one week we
returned home being still more convinced of
the truth of the work and anxious to learn its
principles and to learn more of joseph smiths
rolsmissionlohiod the members of the branch in penn-
sylvania were the first in the church who re-
ceived the gift of tongues

irimmediatelymediately after my return home from
pennsylvania I1 took my horse and sleigh and
started toao canada after my brother joseph
taking my brother in law john P Greene who
vas then on his way to his circuit preachingr

the methodist doctrine we rode totogetherether aass
far as sackettsSacketts harbor after finding my
brother joseph and explaining to him what I1
bahadTfllearnedearned of the ggospel in itsita purity bihiss
heart rejoiced and be returned home with me
egere we arrived in march

I1

april 14 1932 1 was baptized by
miller who confirmedc on firmed me at the waters edeedgeed e

I1 we returned home aboutt two ininilesfles the wea-
ther being cold and snowy andnd before my
clothes were dry on my back he laid his handsbands
on me and ordained me an elder at which I1
marvelledmarvelleemarvel led according to the words of the
savior I1 felt a humble childlike spirit wit-
nessing unto me that my fihsbins were forgiven

about three weeks afterwards my wife was
I1

also baptized this wwsas in the town of mendmendon
in monroe county I1 tarried during the sum-
mer preaching the gospel in the regions round
about baptizing and raising up churches

september 8 1832 my wife died of consump-
tion leavinleaving me two little girls elizabethellzabeth born
septdept 26 18251835 in port byron cayuga

11
co NY

and vilate born june 1 1830 in mendon
monroe co N Y in her expiring11 moments
she clapped henher hands and praised the lord
and called upon bro kimball and all around
us to praise the lord after my cifes death
I1 made my home at bro kimballsKimballs

A few weeks after my baptism I1 was at
bro kimballsKimballs house one morning and while
family prayer was being offered up bro al-
pheusepheus gifford commenced speaking intonin tonguesgliesgiles
soon the spirit came on me and I1 spoke in
tontonguest uesaes ananianil1 we thought only of the day of
pentecost when the apostles were clothed upon
with cloven tongues of fire

in september 1832 brother heberhiber C kim-
ball

ki
1

took his horse and wagon brobrotherther joseph
young and myself accompanying him and
started for kirtland to see the prophet joseph
we visited many friends on the way andnd ssomeome
branches of the church we exhorted themthe m and
prayed with hemthem and I1 spoke in tongues some
pronounced it genuine and from the lord 1 and
others pronounced it of the devil

jywe proceeded to kirtland and stopstoppedpm at
john P Gregreenesenels whoivha had just arrarrivedived there
with his family we rested a few minuteminutes
took some refreshment and started totn see the
prophet we went to his fathers house and
learned that hebe was in the woods chopping
we immediately repaired to the woods where
we found thetue Propprophethetbet and two or three of0 his
brothers chopping and hahaulingilling wood here my
joy waslwasi fullfuli at the privilege of shaking the
handband of the prophet of god and receivedreceiveed the
sure testimony by the spirit of prophecy that
he was all thathattanyany maninan could believe him to
be as a trueirue prophet ilehe was happy to see
us and bid us welcome we soon returned to
hisilis house he accompanying uslis

in the evening a few of wethe brethren came
in andeeand we conversed together upon tiletiiethe things
of the kingdom he called upon melmedme to pray
inin my prayer I1 spoke in tongtonguestiesiles As soon as
we arose from our knees the brbrethrenethren flocked
arkind him and asked hisbis opinionI1 concerningconcerningt
the tift of tongues that was upon me he toltoitoldd
them it was the pure adamic language some
said to him they expectedexpectedhehe wouldwould condemn
the gift bro brigham gadbuthad buthebut hebe said no it
is of god and theth time will come when bro
brigham Younyoung willvill preside over this churchchurco
the latter part of this conversation was in my
absence r

we tarried about one week in kirtland held
meetings nearly every night and the blessings
of the lord were extensively upon us I1 bap-
tized one man whwb ilein kirtland rbyybyby the name
of gibson smith lhhee father of newel 17 whit

wife who had just come flomfrom connecti-
cut to learn the things that were being reveal-
ed beinbeingbaing convinced of the truth of the work
he requested me to go into the waters with
him

we returnedreturned homecomeinin october handmadeand made pre-
parationsparations for leaving our friends and families
in company with raymy brother joseph I1 started
for kingston upper canada on foot in the
month of Decemdecemberberiberf the most of tbthe way
through snow and mud from onieonceoneode to two feet
deep

in crossing from gravelly point to kingston 1

on the ice which had frozen the night previous
the ice was very thin and bent under our feet
so that in places the water was half shoe deep
andnd we had to separate from each other the
ice not being capable of holdinholding us
aled about six miles on the ice arrived in

i
kingstownkingston n and foufoundnd a friend who was going
thaithatthat evening near the place where we were

first ioto call we commenced prepreachingachin and
bearinghearing our testimony toathethe people proproceed-
ing

c e ed-
i

edl
to west leboro we remained about one

month preaching the gospel ththerethareere acainand in the
regions round about we baptizeded about 45
souls and organized the west leboro andani
other branches

in the month of february 1833 we started
for home crcrossings sing from Kingkingstonstis antheon he ice

I1 justjuat before it broke up I1 tarried in mendon
nimakinging my home at bro kiKimb alPs and preach-
ing

reach
iniii the neighboring coucobcountry

april 1 1833 1I staledsnarled on footfootarfor cacanadaada
again arrived at where mydybrobro-
ther joseph and I1 had preached I1 remained
preaching and baptized thirteen and organized
a branchbralich of the church aang whom waswaa a

I1 young
I1

man jonathan hampton whomhom I1 or-
dained a priest and took with me

I1 went to theresa indian river falls near
where I1 found bro david IV

patten preachingthe gospel to his friends in
that neighborhood tarried four or five days
preached five discoursesdii and baptized seven

1 persons among whom were bro pattens mo-
ther1 brothers and sisters warrenwarie parrish and

11

wife
I1 then went to took steamboat

to kingston and proceeded to EEarnesarnes town
where I1 tarried a few days at bro jamjameses

I1 lakelakeslakess and then visited the branches at west
leboro and nineighborhood preaching and bap-
tizing asas we journeyed

about the first of july I1 gathered up the
families of bro lake and son and startedstar for
kirtland accompanied by bro daniel andaiand ab-
raham wood and proceeded to kirtland where
after tarrying sometime enjoying the bcsocietylety
of the prprophet and assisting to locate brobra
lake and family I1 returnedbeturned to mentionmendon in
company with father bosley of avon

in the month of september in conformity to
the cocounsel of the prophet I1 made preparations
to gather up to kirtland and enengaged6 aged a pas-
sage for myself and two children with brg
kimball and bentpent my effects by canal and lalielake
to fairport we arrived in kirtland in safety
traveling by land where I1 tarried all winter
and had the privilege of listening to thehe teach-
ings of the

I1
prophet and enjoyingt the society

ofQf the saints working hardbard at my formerforrn r
trtradede I1t I1

in the fall of 1833 many of the bretbrethrenkrenbren had
gathered to kirti and and not findfindlinsinninz suitable

I1 employment and having some difficulty ilin get-
tingI1 their pay after heythey had labored several
went off to willfulwilloughbyabby Pains ville and bleavecleave

1

I1 land I1 told them I1 had gathered lo10 kirtland
1 becauseehause I1 was so directed by the prophet of
god and I1 was not goine away to willoughby

1 painesvillegainesvillePaines ville cleaveland nor any where elseeiseese to
build upu P the gentiles I1 but I1 was going to staystay
here and seek the things that pertained to thethe
kingdom of god by listening to the teachings
of his servants and I1 should work for my
brifbrethrenhreniren andnd trust in god and them that I1
would be paid I1 labored for brother cahoon
and finished his house and although hebe did not

1
know helie could pay peme when I1 commence be-
fore I1 finished he had me paid in full I1 then
went to work for fathfatherer john smith and others
who paid me and sustained myself in kirtland
and hen the brethren who had gone out to
workvork foforr the gentiles returned I1 had means
though some ofof them weriwere scant

in february 1834 1I married mary anann
angel0 who took charge of my children kept
my house andlund labored faithfullyfaithfull y for the inter-
est of my family and ohp kingdom while the
prophet joseph was gathering up the elders of
israel to go uptip to missouri and assist the
brethren that hadbad been driven from jackson
county I1 was preaching and laboring for the
support of my family myilly brother joseph
young arrived and I1 rpquested him to go with
me to missouri he hesitated but while walk-
ing tofoethertogetherZ ether a few days afterwards we met
the pr0 bea who said to him bro joseph I1
want you to go with us up to missouri I1 in-
formed the prophet that my brother was doubt-
ful as to hibbis duty about goingr to which the
prophet replied bro brigham and bro jo-
seph it you will go with me in the camp to
missouri and keep mym counsel I1 promise you
in the name of the almighty that I1 will lead
you there and back againt and not a hair of
your heads shallbhail be harmharmeded 1 at chieh my bro

j ther josphjoseph presentedpresented highis hand to the Proprophetpiet
as well aass mmyself to confirm the covenant
the brethrenbrethren continued to comeme in ffromrom variousvadiousvarious
parts of the country to kirtland aanddidfid on thethi
ath of mayslay we started for new portage the
place appointed for ororganization

may 7 bro joseph smith and the remainder
of the brethren having arrived we beganbefantobepantoganto16

organizeorganizeanise andnd on the ath the organization ilinitinbeing
completed we started on our journey we
arrived at bro burgentsBurgettsletts rush creek ciaclaclay
county missouri on the of june and
passedpassel throughh thetile scenes of cholera aniland death
as relatedbelated in the historybistry of josepat smithy welye
remained one week attending to the giilcksick aakaaianaann
burying the dead about seventy of thithe breth-
ren

I1 4
were attattackedaUed with the cholera and eight

teen dieddiel
president joseph smith called the bembmembersers

of theth ecampcamp of zion together and told themathera i

they would humble themselves beforebeford the boidilord
and covenant that they would from that titimeit e

I1

forth obey his counsel that the plapiaplaguemue should
vebe stopped from that ververyy hour andands tlthereere
would not be another case in camp whwhereupon
thehe brethbrethrenreilrell with uplifted hands covecovenamintedanted

that they would from that very hour hearkengeirken
to hiatss counsel and obey his word and the
plapiaplagueplagne

I1

tletie was stayed accordaccordingingatoto the words ofor
the lord through hisbis servant I1 I1

1

11
1 1

july 4 my bro joseph and myself in com-
pany

q m
I1

with severalseveral
1

of the brethren starstarted for
home and walked all the way arrivingrivin0 inn
kirtlandrllandKi in ailinaugusti st having lierperformedformed aoa lourneyjourneyingina

of aboutaboaf 2000 miles on foot averaging forty
miles per day while gravelintraveling09 in a little aeoverr

I1 1 i v
three months

in
I1
ththe fall of 1834 dennis lake insoftinstitutedUad a

lawsuitslawsuit 4

before
I1

Justjusticesicis dowendowin andana hansann
againstagalast bro joseph smith charging him 30
month for going0 up in zions camp to missiamissourir J

alleging thit Jjosephoseph had promised himahim a lot of
land I1 was called up by the attorney for the
prosecutiongosp utioncution geriegeneralralrai paine and questquestionedloneione
I1 waswal asked if I1 went up to missouri With theibe
said camp I1 answered I1 did I1 was alvidasked
whwhatlittotools0ls I1 took bameme iI1 replied a good

1

gun and bbayonet plenty of ammunitionion ada dirkir17

ann ax a saw achiseli hiselchisel spade hoe andoandochan dothendotherlh

necessary tools I1 was asked what I1 riemeantlint
to do with my cungun and ammammunitionamminitiuniti on I1 replied

1
I1 meant lo10 defend my property mymyselfselfeif andnd mmyy
brethren from thieves and robbers I1 ivallwas
asked howbow much I1 mideunderstoodrstood alotslot of land to
mean I1 told thethemminin the buryingburning yard it dpn
brilly meant 6 feet josephsjoseph aitorattorneyney mrti
bissbissellelleil hearinhearing me answer these and similar
questions goso readily and vedefinitely

1 hnit ely punched
the prosecuting attorneyionkonon theibeillihl e shouldershoulder and
asked himhini if hebe hadbad any more questions toikto ask
that witness he saidsald no

mr coolinscoellns beingt examined testifiedtestified ththabthat
I1
pat

joseph hahadd promised all who would go uptip in
camp shouldabbud return and that many had gonetoneone
up and when they returned some were dedeadad
and som evere alive josephsJosephls attorney favinfaking
advantage ot0 the witness words remarked
thattiethatthe kvitwitnessness had testified that they alireallail re
turned and thatthab was all mr dollcollani

1

n s saidsald jo-
seph hatihad propromised

i

raj

thirty witnesses were summoned to attend
this trial three of whom wifewere secsectarianeiria h

prpriestslists for thH e ppurpose of J in elmis
testimony of josephJqseph smith aatt which they made
a sigsignalal failure ri

1

I mentiontion such cases wherein I1 tooktooh apart
inin my history rerealizing

1

that therethore arare bubutbue
I1

k few
of the vexatious proceedingsp of the woworldrid and
the apostates against joseph noticednoticedimdiwaphis14

history
I1 tarried in kirtland during theibe fall apilac win-

ter quarrying rock working on the
and finishing off the printing office and school
room

february 14 1835 brotherbrothen josephjospph smith
called a council of elders at which the ququorumorlim
of the twelve apostles were selected in theghethathe
following order viz lyman E johnson bribrig
ham younyoung

4 heber C kimball orson hyde
luke johnson david W patten william E
mcclellinMc Lellin john FP boyington11 william Ssmithgith

orson pratt thomas B marsh and parley P
pratt after the organization of thethi twelve
and the first seventy we held councils frequent-
ly in which we received much instruction from
the prophet pertainpertainingidoinog to the duties of0 our
calling


